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spring 2008 protcstr. I Pushing asidc

global appeals to ovcrturn the dcadr
penalry, China put inro effect thc
sentenccs amidst international hue
and cry ovcr it.': China is the world's
lcading pracdtioncr of dcath penalry
carrying out more cxecutions than all
the other nations in thc world put
togcther.' The statc aggressively
cxhibits its right to sovereignty
through its implcmentation of death
scntenccs despitc intcrnational
appcals and a UN Gcncal Asscmbly
rcsolution on global moratorium on
dcarl penalry'. This was evidcnt from
thc numerous exccutions carricd out
in Tibet, East Turkestan' and that of
a Briton with mcntal disorder for
whom the British govcrnmcnt sought
clcmcncy.6
In responsc to thc wide spread
protcsts on the Tibetan plateau in
spring 2008, the government
launched a carefully crafted
propaganda offensive by announcing
28 March as the "Scrf Emancipation
Day".7 Instead of listening to local
voices and bringing abour solutions,
the governmenr's imposirion of an

annual propagandistic f'estival only
refreshes the Tibetans' memories of
2008 and brings about even deeper

resentmenr against the government.
In striking srraight against the
message of the Tibctan protesrs in
2008 by bringing filrther slurs to the
Dalai lama and rhe erstwhile Tibetan
government, the government has

further provoked the sentiments of
the Tibetans.

EreCI'IIVE SUMTA'\RY OF AN N UAL REPO RT
2OO9z Humqn Righrs Situotion in Tibet
Thc ycar 2009 marlrcd 50 years of ocilc

for thc Dalai lama and thc Tibctan

pcoplc. In fivc dccrdes the Tibetan

peoplc havc suffcrcd cnormous

hardships and systematic human

rights abuses by thc government of
People's Republic of China (PRC).

Human rights violations continuc

unabated with impuniry and thcrc is

no sign of let up by the govcrnmcnt.

The uprising of 2008 by the Tibctens

in Tibct vras a thundcrous cell for

reform and solution to the Tibcten

issuc, yct thc govcrnmcnt continucs

to callously dismiss the lcgitimatc

voicc of thc pcoplc. Thc bygonc yrar

was marksd by somc defining cvcnts.

On the onc hand the authoritics in

Chincsc administcred Tibct executed

Tibetans over thc spring 2008

protests, announced 'serf
emancipation day", struck hard on

Tibetan intellectuals and wangled law

to drive homc the point that the

Communist Party is above law. On the

other hand, the Chinese and Tibetan

people forged closer ties and the

Chinese intcllcctuals and think tanls

boldly differed with their government

over the issue of Tibet.

During the year fast track courts in

Tibet issued death pcnalry to five

Tibetans for their participation in thc
ANNUAL REPORT 2009

I

TIBETAN CET.ITRE FOR HUMAN RTGHTS AND DEMoCRACY -

HUI'?iAN niGHts SllUAItol\l lIl f IEEI

, a.'

FflIHf,MEU[

$
'.}
!t

m
l

coxTlr{T



ZTIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Sincc spring 2008 pan-Tibet
protcsts, Tibetan areas incorporated
into the Sichuan province have
clearly bccomc the focal point in the
whole of present{ay Tibet.E In the
rccent past, dominance of politiql
activities has shifted from the so-
cdled "Tibct Autonomous Region"
("TAR") to Tibetan arcas outsidc the
"TAR" dcsignate. This is clearly
evident from the totd number of
arrests, detentions and sentencing
statistics maintaincd by the
TCHRD. Although it is ccnain that
the total figures may bc hr greater
than that documcntcd by the
Centre, a total of 1,542 known
'fibetanse continue to remain in
detention or arc serving prison
sentences since spring 2008. Out of
the total, 53.17o/o (or 820 Tibetans)
were from Sichuan province, the rcst
are as follows: 19.90% (307
Tibetans) were from Gansu, 9.0I7o
(139 Tibetans) belonged to Qinghai,
0.19% (3 Tibetans) were from
Yunnan and 17.70o/o (273
Tibetans) belonged to rhe "TAR".
Additionally the figures for known
Tibetans who were legally sentenced
sincc spring 2008 also point to the
fact that Sichuan has indeed been
most active politically. Out of the
334 known cases ofTibetans having
bccn sentenced, 48.1o/o (or l6l
Tibetans) were from Sichuan
provincc while the remaining were
as follows; 37.42% (125 Tibetans)
werc from "TAR", 8.68% (29
Tibctans) wcrc from Qinghai and
5.08% (17 Tibctans) bclong ro
Gansu Province. Owing to thc fact
that Tibctan areas outsidc the "TAR"
witnessed thc maximum numbcr of
protcst incidents since spring 2008
and which is supponcd by thc hugc
numbcr of lcgal convictions, it is
highly possiblc that control in arcas
outsidc the "TAR" which uscd to
cnjoy a relativc frccdom will be
madc tighter in thc ncar future. The
authorities havc alrcady takcn
suingcnt mcasurcs and hcightcned
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vigorous patrolling of the border arcas.

The numbcr of refugees' exodus from
Tibet has dropped significantly in
2009 and 2008. As against the usud
averagc of around 2000 Tibetans
fleeing Tibet, this ycat only 69I
Tibetansr0 managed to escape while
627 fled Tibet in 2008.

The authorities make a mockcry of
.judiciary in present-day Tibet by
stifling it to cater to the needs of the
Chinesc Communist Parry (CCP). In
order to protcct the parry interest and
lcgitimizc the party leaders call for
"people's war",rr laws of the country
have becn wangled to convict Tibetan
demonstrators. According to TCHRD
documcntation, over 334 known
Tibetans have received arbitrary
sentcnces since the spring 2008
protest.12 Out of dre total convictions,
I I arc known to have been servcd with
lifc imprisonment. Th. legal
procecdings havc been performed with
political motivations and hence were
not frec and fair.tr In almost all the
cases the defendants had no
independenr legal counsel and in a few
cases where the defendants were being
represented by a lawyer of choice, the
authoriries ensured that rhese
reprcsentations were blocked cither
through intimidation or thro ugh
procedural tactics. One of rhc most
high profile cases this year was the
sentencing of Phurbu Tsering
Rinpoche to eight and a half ycars
prison term.ra Rinpochct lawyer from
Beijing was barred from representing
him and in a closed door trial the court
sentcnced him to a fixed imprisonment
term on chargcs of "possessing
weapons".15 Phurbu Rinpoche is a well
respected rcligious figure and as pcr the
cstablished pattern he was framed for
his persona.liry and influence over the
masses. He was charged of "possessing
wcapons" in an attcmpt to manipulatc
the case as that involving terrorist
activity. The local Tibetans ncver
bclicved such a charge and instead such
a conviction stirs up morc rcsentmcnt
against thc authorities for framing thcir
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beloved teachcr as a criminal. Onc
such case in the ncar past w"s th.t of
senrencing of Trulku Tcnzin Dclck
Rinpoche in 2003 to death with mo
years repricvc which was latcr
commuted to life imprisonment.!6
Seven years after the conviction, thc
local Tibctans in Lithang and
Nyagchukha counties made fresh
appcals for his rcleasc in December
2009 to the provincial as well as the
ccntral authorities. Huge
congregations of Tibctans from all
walks of lifc staged enormous
demonstrations to seek the lama's
release and it was eventuelly
compromised that the authorities
would allow monrhly prison visits to
Tiulku for Lithang and Nyagchukha
people. This latcst episodc in Tiulku
Tenzin Delek's case reveals the
people's clear rcjection of thc unjust
legal conviction passed sweral years
ago. r7 Phurbu Tsering Rinpoche's
case is identical to that of Trulku
Tenzin Delek funpochet case.

During the vcar Tibetan intellectuals,
artists and internet bloggers came
under heavy crackdown by the
government. They we re mostly
charged for "leaking state secret" and
for activities which are otherwise a

standard pracrice of expression of
opinion or belief. Somc of the most
prominent cases were those of
sentencing of Kunga Tirngyang to a
five year imprisonment term for
writing cssays and photographing
environmenul dcgradation in Tibctrs,
Kunchok Tlcphcl Gopensang to 15
ycars for running Chonmci wcbsitcre,
Kang Kunchok, the former editor of
Gangsai Meiduo to rwo ycars of
prison term2o. Tashi fubten, editor
of a banned litcrary magazinc and
author of "Vrittcn in Blood" has
remained diseppearcd sincc July
2009", Dokru Tsulrim, editor of
litcrary magazinc "Lifc of Snow" was
arrestcd in April 2009, Tashi
Dondrup, singcr who rilcescd an
dbum "Torture without Tiacc" was
arrested in Dccembcr 200!,12



Gyaltsen and Nyima \irangdue were

sentenced to three prison terms for
posting Dalai Lama pictures on the
popular Chinese chatsite QQ.com,
Five monts from Tsakho and Khakhor
Monasteries continue to be detained
for producing a VCD entitled
Chakdrum Marpo2r.

Thc governmcntt severe restriction
on freedom of expression is

prompting Tibetans to attempt bold
ways to relay their message under the
knowledge that they would face the
most severc of punishment with the
trade off that their message will
cffectively reach a largc audience.
Vidco testimonials are be coming
popular for their sheer effectiveness

in communication, coupled with
authenticiw of watching ar:d hearing
a real individual speaking in front of
thc camcra. Last ycar, the defiant
l:brang monk Jigme Guri2' fearlessly
spoke about tomrre in dctcntiou in a

video testimonial; Dhondup
Vangchen documented many
Tibetans video tesdmonials rcgarding
their concerns in his documentary
"Leaving Fear Behind";" Kelsang
Tsultrim of Gitsang Gaden
Chockhorling Monastcry recordcd
his testimonials in July 2009'z6 and
distributcd it widcly in his locality;
Vcn. Rinchen Sangpo recorded video
tcstimonials of Tibctans in Golok
region in Octobcr 2008 which were
rclcascd in September 2009,7. lt
should be notcd that this trend is a

deslrcrate anempt by Tibetans insidc
Tibet to have their voicc heard in the
absence of indepcndent human rights
monitors or mcdia and international
observers. Surgc in availability of
pictures and video cvidences coupled
with thc growing trend of video
tcstimonids indicate an encouraging
rise in citizen journalism in Tibct.
Torturc is systematic in Chinesc
administered prisons across Tibct.
China's lics ro the world and to the
UN rnandates on torture wcrc
orposcd in 2010. Despite the dcnial
of usc of torture by the Chinesc

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

authorities and the claim of resraint
in dealing with the Tibetan
protesters, video evidences smuggled
our ofTibet unerly shocked the entire
world regarding thc painful death of
a 1"oung Tibemn, Mr. Tendar, due to
torture inflicred upon him while in
detention.2E His crime was that he
interfered when he saw some
policemen beating monks during
protest in Lhasa in March 2008. For
his act in dcfending the monks, he
was brutally torrured in rhe derenrion
ccntre and was denied timely medical
cane on the injuries suffered during
tomrre. At the time of his death the
wounds on his body had romen and
a nail was found pierced into his foot
when his body was givcn a traditional
sky burial.'!e In other instanccs,
Kalden, a monk of Drcpung
Monastery who was arrested on 10

March 2008 for participating in the
demonstration died in August 2009
after a prolonged period of
confinement, torture and
malueatmcnt in the prison. ro

Another prominent case of death due
to tofture came to light when a 33-
year-old nun Yangkyi Dolma died in
Dccember 2OO9 et the Chcngdu
govcrnment hospital.ir She was
arrcsted on 24 Mar& 2009 when she
along with a nun colleague staged a
peaccfirl protcst at thc Kardze Counry
main market squarc. Thcy olled for
"human rights for Tibetans in Tibet".
Thcy were scvcrely bcaten by the
security forces at the sitc of the
demonsuation and uken away to thc
detention ccntrc. The UN
Commirtce Against Torture in its
concluding observations following
assessment ofPRCi state report to the
Committee in Novcmbe r 200832
madc several rccommendations to the
Chinese governmenr including
ensuring that all pcrsons dctained or
arrestcd in the aftermath of Spring
2008 evcnts to have'prompt access
to an indcpendent lawyer,
independent medical carc and the
right to lodgc complaints frec from

official reprisal or harassment".
However, the recommendations were

not heeded by the government as no
discernable improve ment in
prohibiting the use of torture, cruel,
inhuman and dcgrading treatmcnt is

evident.
The Chinese authorities blatantly

denied use of extreme force upon the
Tibetan demonstrators during the
spring 2008 uprising in Tibet. The
government ignored a joint
communication by seven United
Nations mandates on protection of
human rightsrr and the UN
Commirtee against Tonure's demand
for answers by the government
regarding the use of excessive force
and ki[ings of Tibean demonstrators
particularly in Ngaba County,
Kardze County and Lhasa.3'A year

has elapsed since rhe Committce's
concluding observations in Novembcr
2008 and yet PRC conrinues to
passively dismiss the demand for
answcrs by the committee. In the
absence of any answer by the
governm€nt, a young monk who
survivcd the security forccs'
indiscriminate firing in Kardzc
Counry flcd Tibct. l8-year-old Ven.
Dorjee Rinchen told a horrifying
account of how the sccurity forces
without issuing any warning opcncd
indiscriminate firing on a group of
peaceful demonstrators which
sven ally led to the known death of
at least 14, including Ven. Dorjee!
uncle.3t He himself was hit by a

bullet but luckily survived the
incident and evaded arresr by hiding
in the high mountains for over rwo
months. Another Tibetan, 39-ycar
old Tlewang Dhondup also narrowly
survived gunshors while trying to help
a young monk, Kunga, who later
succumbed to bullet injuries
sustained during the police
indiscriminatc firing on a group of
around 300 Tibcan d.monsiratois in
Tehor.x Dhondup! friends hid him
for l4 months in mountains during
which thcy providcd him crudi
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TIBEIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY 1

mcdications and he miraculously
cscaped death after a lot of
encouragcmcnts by his fricnds. He
later {led Tibct in t}rc hope of testi$ing
bcforc rhc Unitcd Nations. Despitc
thc availabiliry of first hand vicrim
restimonies, documentary and visual
cvidences, the govcrnmcnt of PRC
stubbornly insist on denying the
occurrcncc of thcse cxtrajudicial
killings.

In truc spirit of Bodmi Kyiduk
Nyamnyong (a popular slogan used

during the Tibetan uprising in 2008
meaning Tibctan peoplc stand
togcther through happy and difiicult
times), solidariry movement of non
cclcbradon of the Tibctan New Year37

and civil disobedience movement of
ferming boycott by the Tibetans in
Kardze region were extraordinarily
succcssful. The non cclebration of
Tibctan Ncw Year became a global
Tibetan movement with roots in
Tibet. There have bcen reports where
some local Chincsc authorities have

cithcr givcn direct orders or tried to
lure somc sccdons of the society with
monetary bencfits if they celebrate the
New Yeaf8. The state dance troupes'
shows, which are usually popular
among the people especidly during
Tibetan New Year, were dso shunned

at most placcs. 
'e 

The fuming boycon
movement had severe repercussions as

many Tibetans got arrestede and thcre
was at least one known death
associated with thc movement.{r Thc
authoritics in Kardze, Drango and
Nyarong Countics issued no tices
warning t}e farmers to till their land

or face confiscation of the land. On
one occasion the police opened fire on
a group of Tibctans who were
protesting against a court verdict{2.

There was a crackdown on the farmers

and on onc occasion the authorities

publid paradcd I I 'Ilbetans who had

rcfuscd to comply with the

authorities' order tc till thcir
farmlands.13 All thc intimidation
tacrics emPloyed by the authoritics
failcd; however, ironically a rcqucst by

thc cxilc Tibetan Prime Minister
asking the Tibetans to go back to their
fields was heededa'. Nevertheless,
they were alrcady one month late in
the cultivation season, hencc the
farmers incurred heavy loss due to
crop failure.

Freedom of religion is severely

curtailed in prescnt day Tibet. The
Chincse aurhorities' tactic of
intimidation, restriction of religious
activitics and movements of monks
and nuns in religious institurions
ensures the steady decline in the
quality of religious education. The
continued stringent enforcement of
"patriotic re-cducation" campaign
ensures a bleak and dark future for
Tibetan Buddhism. In order ro
achicvc "stability", the authorities
continue to primarily target the
monastic community under various
government campaigns to "reform"
and bring the community under
control and inculcate'love for the
morherland". The infamous "patriotic
re-education" campaign was
intensificd during the year resulring
in widespread violation of freedom of
religious worship and beliefs. In
deliberate moves, the government
ofiicials ordcr the monks to denouncc
their own spiritual guru, to abuse

their highly rcspected lamas and
perform acts which are otherwise
prohibited under monastic vows and

code of conduct, in the name of
"patriotic rc-cducation" initiated by
the Chinese as a requisite for
continuing as a monk or a nun. Thc
religious persccution in Tibet's
religious instirurions is evident from
the fact that suicides of monks and

nuns in Buddhist Tibet has been on
rise sincc spring 2008 protesrs in
TibcCt. The extreme psychological

trauma and imposition of
irreconcilable demands on the
monastic communiry force the monks

and nuns to take thc ultimate steP

despitc the fact that Tibetan
Buddhists bclieve suicidc to be one

of thc most heinous forms of sins that

violate dre cardind precepts of thc
doctrine-

In an ethnically exclusionary
economic growt-h,6 the devclopmcnt
projeca do not bring direct bencfit
to thc Tibetans. Thc Chincsc
administrators in Tibet in cdculated
and deliberate allocation of rcsourccs

award most contracts to out-of-
province state-owncd entcrpriscs
rather than to locally owned and
operated busincsses. The state is

obsessed with projects involving
resource extractions rather than the
development of human capaciry.'7
This is evident in the UN Human
Development Report in where
Tibeis human development index is

at the bottom of all of the PRC's
provinces.rE The high levcl of
illiteracy resula in Tibctans being at
a significant disadvantage in
protecting their human rights and
in enjoying the rights of
citizenship.{e Making the mattcr
worse is the fact rhat ethnic Han
Chinese continue to hold top CCP
positions in nearly all counties and
prefcctures making it ever difiicult
for Tibetans to havc a say in dccision
making.

In the name of "progress",
resettle ment programs by the
government has been uproocing and
disrupting traditiond Tibetan ways

of life at a fast pace. In violation of
internationd laws on do,clopmcnt,
thcsc displaccments occur without
compensation and conscnt of thc
affected population.{ Also of utmost
concern is the unavailability of
affordable health carc for thc
Tibetans. This is particularly
problematic in Tibet's
predominantly rural areas. Ever
mindful of prcscnting a positivc
image of Tibet to thc outsidc wodd,
PRC focuses its rcsources and
attention on the cities that anract
the most tourists.

Undcr the rule of govcrnmcnt of
PRC, education in Tibct has

deteriorated immcnsely as it has
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bcen treatcd as a vchicle to propagatc
and suengthcn CCP's grip on Tibct.
The poor condition of the schools, low
qualiry of teaching and designing of a
curriculum to brainwash the childrcn
in socialist idcologies and
discouragcmcnt of children from
speaking thcir own language and
Jcarning thcir own history triggers the
painfi.rl decision to flee into exile where
rhere is an opportunity of recciving
broad-based modern education. Under
such painful circumstances parents
send thcir childrcn, oftentimes ncver
to sec them again, trusting strangers
and guidcs to makc the trcacherous
journey across the Himalayas where
they will be admitted in the nerwork
of schools run by the exile Tibetan
goYcrnment.

In accordance with thc Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) and as a member starc ro thc
Convention on thc fughts of thc Child
(CRC), and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Culrurd Rights (ICESCR)t', the PRC
is obligated to cnsure that the rights
contained in thc intcrnational
instruments arc upheld. Thc
constitution of thc PRC cdls for 'thc
dury as wcll as the right to rcccive an
education" and Education Law
stipulates that the citizcns have thc
right to education 'rcgardlcss of their
nationaliry race, scx...or rcligious
bclief"t2. Dcspitc thc mandatcs from
thc domcstic as wcll as intcrnational
laws, thc statc maintains policics and
programs that functionally deny
Tibctan children acccss to adequate
cducation. This dcnial has scrious
consequcnccs for the Tibetan
population and thc prcservation of
their culturc.

Disparitics and inequality in
cducation has resultcd in the furthgr-
economic marginaliz:tion of Tibearu
and thcy arc prccludcd from
cmploymcnt opponunities on account
ofinfcrior education forccd upon drem.
Sincc the Chinesc settlers posscss

advanccd cducation and Chincsc

language abilities, many Tibetans are

unable to compete with them in
getting jobs. Unless thc goyernmcnt
cnsures to mect its obligations to
providc thc Tibetan childrcn with
their fundamcntal right to an
education, children will continue ro
risk their livcs by making the
dangcrous journey over the
Himalayas to receive education in
cxile.

Despite thc fact that the
government of PRC continues to
maintain an iron-fist rule over Tibet,
the Dalai Lama has expressed his
genuinc faith and sinceriry in the
Chinesc people., Over 100 Chinese
and Tibetan delegates consisting of
intellectuals, scholars, lawyers and
human rights workers met in
Geneva, Swieerland, in August 2009
to promote understanding between
the two communitics and to find
ways for a peaceful solution of the
Tibetan issue. This Sino-Tibetan
conference'Finding Common
Ground' concluded that the roor
cause of "thc Tibetan issue is not a

conflict bctwcen thc Chinese people
and the Tibetan people, bur rather
the autocratic rule of the People's
Republic of China in Tibet and its
cultural gcnocide in Tibet" and
strongly proposed that "the
resolution of thc Tibetan issuc
is closcly related ro the
democratization of China".t'
The Chinese intcllectuals, scholars,
lawyers and human rights defenders

provcd extremely bold in showing
their intcgriry and professionalism.

In stark defiancc of thc government
position regarding thc uprising ofthe
Tibetaten peoplc as being 'criminal
activitics of looting, burning and
smashing", Beijing-based lawyer's
i6fganization and think-tank
Gongmeng (Opcn Constitution
Initiative) published a

groundbrcaking rcport in May 2009
which boldly refuted the official
position and put forward policy

tailings by governmcnt as reason for
the Tibetan pcoplc's uprising against

the govcrnmcnt." As cxpccted rhe

authorities quickly rcactcd to thc
rcport and shut down thc
organization alleging "tax evasion"
and calling it 'illcgal". Bcijing Justicc
Bureau revokcd the licenscs of 53
lawycrs associated with the group.

2009 was the year whcn the Unitcd

Nations focuscd strongly on thc
issuc of racism worldwide. The High

Commissioncr for Human Rights,

Ms. Navinatham 'Pillan in her

state ment on the International
Human Rights Day on thc thcmc

of conccpt of non-discriminarion

reckoned that "Minorities in all
regions of the world continuc to face

scrious threats, discrimination and

racism, and are frequendy srcludcd

from fully taking part in thc
economic, political, social and

culrural life available to the majoritics

in the countries or societies wherc

thcy live".:r During the year Tibetan
voice over racism in Tibet was
cffectively gtgged by the Chincsc
government both directly and
indirectly. In April 2009, China
made sure that thc Tibetan Centrc
for Human Rights and Dcmocracy
(TCHRD) was not allowcd
accreditation to the UN Durban
Revicw Conferencc r}rrough effcctive
wangling of procedural tacdcstT. In
August 2009, the UN Committcc
on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination met to scrutinizc
China's compliance to rhc
Convention on thc Elimination of
Racial Discrimination. !flhilc thc
Secretariat of the CERD included
Chincse government sponsorcd
NGO reports on irs official webpagc,
it made inclusiort of TCHRD's
alternate report conditional by
directing the Ccntre to removc
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TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY I

mention of China! oanrpation of Tiber
and the phrase cultural genocide
mentioned in the conclusion of
TCHRDT alternatc report.tE The
Centre upressed its inabiliry to comply
with tfie directive thcreby maintaining
its position that Tibet is a land under
foreign occupation and racism is
inherent in a colonized land. In light of
the worsening human rights condidon
in Tibet, during the l2'r session of the

UN Human fughts Council, the High
Com-rnisioner for Human Righs called
on thc Chinese authorities "to respect

human rights in upholding the
law.. .also encourage them to reflect on
the underlying cause of such incidents,
which include discrimination and the
failurc to protect minority righa".t' The
High Commissionert message for China
m end the human righs violations ofdre
minoritics and to ad&css thc root causcs

of the problcm rathcr than suppressing
rights ofthe people must be heeded and
put into action through good faith by
the govemment of PRC. China should
exhibit qualities of mi:ral uprightness
and compliance to human rights
smndards in view of its controversial
reelection o t}re Human Right Council
for a second rerm in May 2009.@ In
February 2009, whilc accepting some
recommen&tions, China rc,iecred most
of thc substantive rccommendations
made by dre UN member staes through
rhc Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
system to advance human rights in
China.6' Abolition of dcath penalry
implcmcntation of Commincc against
Torturei rccommendations, reform of
statc secret laws, abolishmcnt of reform
through labour and black jails,
abolishmcnt of various systems of
arbitrary detention, establishment of
nationa-l human rights institutions and
guarantce ofreligious freedom werc some
of the strong recommendations which
were rcjected absolutely by China. The
UPR rystem as a sate driverr process ro
improve human rights among UN
membcr satcs is a Eilure with regard ro
China.

US Prcsident Bara& Obama's visit to
China was one of the most important
events in 2009 for China watchers and

human rights watch dogs. IThile
President Obama reiterated the
United States of Americat position on
Tibet as a part of China, he also
supportcd the early resumption of
dialogue berween the Chinese
government artd represenarives of the
Dalai [,ama ro resolve any concerns
and differences rhat the two sides may
have62. During the year there was no
mecting bcrween the envoys of rlre
Daiai Lama and the Chinese
leadership since talks broke down in
late 2008.6r The former Under
Sccreary of State for Democracy and
Clobal Affairc and Special Coordinator
on Tibetan issues, Ms. Paula
Dobrianslcy, notcd that the "Obama
administration should call for
substandve dialogue berween Beijing
and thc Dalai kma's cnvoys. President

Obama should meet with the Dalai
lama when he comcs to Washington
in February [2009] and publicly
apped to Chinat leaders to let rhe
Dalai Lami make a pilgrimage to
China." 6{ Taking cue from the
prccedcnt set by the US
administration, Austra.lia6t and New
Z.aland6 have followed suit in nor
mecdng thc Dalai [ama-67 last year
the British goyerrunent wirhdrew is
position of Chincse suzerainry over
Tibet6E and this year Denmark
changed is position on Tibet on thc
eve of UN Summit on Climate
Change in Copcnhagen6'. These latest
dwelopments in change of approech
and positions by governments are
worrisome and indicate strongly rc
western governments' appcasement
strategy in light of newly rich and
strong China.

"The First \0flo*ing Action Plan on
Human Rights Protection 2009-
2010" released by rhe Information
Office of China's State Council on l3
April 2009 was a welcome inidarivcTo.

This document promised cirizcns
morc legal protccrion, b6rter

livelihoods, greater civil and political
rights, including righs of deainees and
the right to a fair trial. While it is

encouraging to note that the

Bovernment put forward a bcnchmark
document, it is equally unfomrnate to
see that its implementation is nor
considered scriously cspccially in the
light of the summary o(6udons carried
out in Tibet and East Tirrkcstan. The
document lists the theoretical
improvements along with age-old
rhetoric on remarkable achieyemenrs
made in the field of human righrs
protecrion and enjoyment of human
rights and freedom in accordancc with
law at an opportune time, thc
international communiry wais 6r China
to prove rlnt ir is not dre same wine in
a different bonle.

Thc yca.r 2009 has bcen a ycar ofletal

convictions in the wake of pan-Tibet

spring 2008 Uprising in Tibct. High

arbitrariness in the sentcncing of
numerous libetans clcarly orposcs thc

summary and arbitrary nature of
judiciary in Chincsc administercd nbct
It brings forward the 6cus thet judicid

apparatus in China is politically
motivated and hcncc thc cxtrcmc

harshncss in dealing with peoplc's

aspiration for fundamcntal human

rights. Irrespecdve of thc govcrnmcnt's

strategr of cracking down harshly on

political dissidencc, thc Tibctans

continue to show dcfianoe in puruit of
human rights and fucdom. Dcspirc thc

governmenrt iron-fist nrlc, drc Chincsc

inrellectuals, scholars, lawycrs and

human rights workers have rcmained

undeterred. This positive cncrgr in the

intellecrual communiry in China miscs

hope for change in drc Pcoplcb Rcpublic

of China-

6 HU|V|ANRlGHTSupdate . JANUARY 20.t0
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O n 22 J ar:rtary 201 0, Trbetan Ccntrr
for Human Rights and Dcmocracy
(TCHRD), launched its "Annual
Rcport 2009: Human fughts

rights Situadon in Tibct to morr than
twcnty mcdia pcrsons from various
agencics.

TCHRD releoses its Annuol Reporl 2OO9 Prcss Confcrence was presided by
Centret Executive Director, Urge n
Tenzin, Jampa Monlam, Assistant
Director and Mr. Tashi Choephel
Researcher. The Press statement and
Ce n tre's Annual Report was
disributcd among the members of

mcdia persons prcsent at the Prcss

Confcrence.

Later Prcss Conference was
concluded with question and answer

scssion.

Situation in Tibet" (English and
Tibetan) during a press conference

held at Lhakpa Tscring Hall,
Department of Information and
Intcrnational Rclations (DIIR),
Gangchen Kyishong, Dharmasala.

Thc Ccntrct Executive Director,
Mr. Urgcn Tenzin and Assistant
Director, Mr. Jampa Monlam
bricftd about thc current human

Press Confsrcnc€ in sossion

The conferencc was followcd by
quesdon answer session.

In the afternoon of 22 January
20 I 0, t}rc Centre hcld a separate prcss

confcrence at thc India Coffee
Housc, Lower Dharamsala. The
Pres Conference was attcnded by
number ofjournalist and reporters

rcprcscnting various local and
national mcdia and prcss agcncic, thc

HUttrtANRIGHTSupda,e . JANUARY 2010 7

qr

'u
i'!'a{'<'3:'t fi'"q'fl ('5.'ms5$'crh,r'q s'q'1 1N'F 

(' 
l

j* cc'r'c t,r, tl.r*t,,, i Ir*,r,,,...u.y
I
I

7

|i!:

-ia7

U",-fffS

I
I

I

\

t



TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

PRINTED MATTER . AIR MAIL

ll tfi*,fre,r,d, kindly ntun lo:

Reg. no: HP/DMA /10512008-2010

E.mail: yardroog@lchd.org, ofrce@tchrd.org;
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Tho Tbetan Csnt B tor Human Rights and Democ6cy ICHRD) b an indep6ndent
ccntrs which aims to promote and protoct human rights and a democratic polity

for Tibcl. ll attampB to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with otherhuman rights and democracygroups as partola worldwide movemenl
towards thsse ends. TCHRD is registered under the lndian Societies Registralion
Act 2l of 1860 in 1995.

lfyou would liko to rubscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Humsn Rights updato or to
order ona of our publlcations, pleas€ send your name and postal delails
(including .{.il) to ou, office.

Parthl lbt ot TCHRD publications:
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tnvellerc lo Iibet (1999) .Tonure and lll-Treatment in r]bel (2000). Racial
Oiscrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:Ch,na's rawed economic
policy (20OOl. Destruction of Sedhar lnsitute : A Special Repod (2002)
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Tibetan 2008 . Bieling paget for lnvellers to Tibet

Join hands with
TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern

and participation make a difference. Your
support could instillfaith and hope in those who

have been sfipped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD
BECOME A MEMBER

Your benelits and resporcibilities
, You'll receive free of cost our Human Righb update

v All our publications will be sent lor free upon request
, You'llreceive a membership card

, You can join ourcampaigns
, Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members wihin lndia

US$ 201 lor student members oubide lndia

US$ 40/- for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at ofice@lchrd,ory or write to us on
our postal address for furher information.
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ment on 28 February 2009."

According to sources, for the next

five months since their arrest, infor-

mation on their whereabous and

condidons remained completely un-

known to their family members. The

family members came to know

abour their detention at Chengdu

Public Securiry Bureau (PSB) Deten-

don Centre only around August last

year five months after their arrcsts.

On 17 November 2009, the

Kar&e I-nte rmediate Peoplet Coun

sentenced the ttrree to varying prison

terms. However, the familY mem-

bers were informed by the local of-

ficials about their coun verdict only

around 10 December 2009. It can

be wel presumed that the accused

were completely denied even dre ba-

sic legal righs guaranreed under the

Chinese laws as circumstances lead-

ing towards rheir indictment poinc

ro a secret trial with no rePresenta-

tion oftheir choice.

Both Sonam GonPo and Tsewang

Gyatso work as cook at the

Thangkyi Pri marY School in

Thangkyi TownshiP, NYarong

Counry TheY are currentlY known

to be detained ar a PSB Detention

Centre in DeYang CitY, Sichuan

Province, whereas Pema Yeshi' a

farme r from Thanglryi township sen-

Reg. no: HP/DMA.i 105/2008-2010
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A Tibetqn sentenced lo suspended deqlh
senlence,lwo others to life ond I5 yeons
in prison in Nyotong
The Kardze Intermediate Peoplet

Coun has sentenced three Tiberans

from Nyarong Counry (Ch: Xnlong
xian) to varyingprison terms, accord-

ing to conirmed information received

by the Trbetan Centre for Human

fughts and De mocracy (TCHRD).

Three Tibetans; Pema Yeshi, 28,

Sonam Gonpo, 24, and Tisewang

Gyatso a.k.aTsokTlok, 32, all from

Thangkyi Township, Nyarong

Counry Kardze "Tibetan Autono-

mous Prefecrure" ('TAP') Sichuan

Province, were sentenced bY the

Kardze Irrte rmediate Peoplet Court

on 17 Novembcr 2009 to two-Ycar

suspended dcath senrence, life impris-

onment and 16 Years term resPec-

tively on charges of"inciting separat-

ism' and "disturbing sociai order'"

The news of their arrest was re-

pomed in the Ganzi DailY, the local

official newspaPer dated 18 March

2009. According to the repon, "three

Tibetans accused were arrested on I 1

March 2009 under suspicion ofpast-

ing and distributing pamphlea call-

ing forTibet indepcndence on roads

of ThangkYi TownshiP, NYarong

County and setting fire to the

Thangkyi TownshiP government

building causing damages wonh

around 200,000 )'uan to the govern-

-Tibetan sentenced lo suspended death
senlence, two olhers lo lile and 16 years
in prison in Nyarong (pg 1 )

-China sentences Tulku Phurbu Tsering
Rinpoche to 8 years, 6 monlhs in iail ( pg

2)

-TCHRD condemns China senlencing ol
Tibetan Filmmaker Dhondup wangchen (pg

3)

-TCHR0 recieved iniormation o, lleeing
Tibetans having arresled by Nepali
security lorces on their way into Nepal
(ps 4)

-The slatement of Mr. Carl Gershman, The

President ol lhe Nationdl Endowment lor
Democracy {NED), during the Democracy
Service Medal to the Dalai Lama on Friday
(ps 6)
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tenced to wo years suspended dearh
senrence is l<rrown ro be detained ar
Daruedo (Ch: Kangding) pSB De-
tendon Gntre, Sichuan Provincc.
The three were actively involved in
thc "Fumhg S6ysott Movement"
and "No Losar. movement under-
raken by liberans inside Tibet lasr

Year to moum thc dea$ ofTiber-
ans and 1s show solidariry wirh
other Ti[g,am who continued to
remaia in prison.
According to the Centret docu-
mentauon! therc are hundreds of
Tibeans w5q ar6 5till held without
any charges and at leasr 334 Tiber-
ans were knswn to have been sen-
tenced by csufts at various levels ro
varyint prison rerms ranging from
few montfu rc death sentence. In
almost all the known cases the de-
fendants [14 ne lpdependenr legal
counsel and in 2 feir,, eses where rhe
defend&B qrsls [eing represented
bY a lau'yer ofchoice, the authori-
ties ensurgd that these representa-
trons were blocked either through
intimidarion or tfu.ough procedural
ractics.Thg nb€1an Centre for Hu-
man Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD) condemns in strongest

Ghinc sentences Tulku Phurbu Tsering
Rinpoche to 8 yeors, 5 months in loil
The Kardze (Ch: Ganzi) intermedi-
ate People's Courr in Dansedo (Ch:
Kangding) on 23 December 2009 sen-

tenced renowned Tibetan lama, Tirlku
Phurbu Tscring funpoche to 8 y€ars

and six months in prison, according
to the latest information received by
theTiberan Centre for Human fughts
and Democracy (TCHRD) from re-

liable sources.

Tulku phurbu Tsering Binpoche
According to source, a day before the
coun tria.l some family members and
relatives of Tirlku were informed by
the Coun on the rrial and subse-
quenrly more rhan five members at-
tended rhe triai at Kardze Intermedi-
ate Peoplet Coun on 23 December
to hear the verdict. There is no clear
information available on rhe crimes
under which Tulku was convicted.
The rwo Beijing based defense law_
yers u,ho earlier represenred Tirlku were
not present during the coun sentenc_

ing but sources confirmed rhat a new
defense lawyer was prcsented in the
court. Tirlku is currendy known to
be derained at Daftsedo Public Se-

curiry Bureau (PSB) Detention Cen-
tre.

Tulku Phurbu tering Rinpoche,

52, is a highly regarded reincarnatcd
Tulku of Tehor Kar&e Monastery
in Kardze Counry Kar&e "TAp",
Sichuan Province. He is the chief
spirirual preceptor and the head of
Pangri and Ya-tseg Nunneries in
Kardze. A charismatic figure who
was a source ofinspiradon and hope
had constructed an old age people!
home and opened rwo chem.ist shops
For the local Tibetans.

. The arrcst of Phurbu Ti;ering is
more likely conneoed to an incident
that had occurred on 14 May 200g,
four days before his arrcst, when
around 80 nuns from pangri and ya_

rseg nunneries took to the streets ro
carry out a peacefi.rJ protest against
rJre Chinese governmentt,patriodc
education" campaign, which pres-
sured flbetans to denounce dre Dalai
lama, Tibett spirirual leader.
According to the latest information
coming out area indicates that there
are only few nuns left in pangri_na

Nunnery after rhe protest and re_
strictions thar followed.

There was no information on
Tulku Phurbu Tsering since his ar-
rest last year un ril the case ofhis trial
emerged on 2l April 2009 when one
ofhis Bei,jing based Chinese lawyers,
Li Fangping said in an inrerview

term over u\c arbirary narure of
tJreir coqn senrences where rrials
were held in complere secrecy wirh-
our the krrowledge of their family
member5- Thc Centre urges the
Lhrnese tovemment to reverse the
verdict imp.6 6y Kardze Inrerme-
diate Peopls's Coun and ensure free
and fair trial to rhc three Tibetans.
The Cen tre appeals to rhe inrerna-
tional corrrmurity to inrervene in

re untalr and harsh sentencins of
the rhree llg.*1r. "
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with the Associated Press that the

Ganzi Inrermediate People's Coun in

Dartsedo had put Ti.rlku on trial on

the charge of illegally possessing

weapons. Prosecutors say a pistol and

more rhan 100 buller and canridges

were found under a bed in Phurbu

Tsering Rinpochet living room dur-

ing a police raid. However, the de-

fense lawyer said that Tulku was

framed and described rhe charge as

"uncenable" as police didnt ask him

about the source of the weaPons or

fingerprints on it.

Ti:lku was rePomedlY tom:red

for four dap and nights and coerced

into making a confession during his

detendon at Drango (Ch: Luhuo)

Counry Detention Centre Police

even threarcned his wife and son of

detention if Tulku.did not comPlY

according to his lawYer' Such con-

fession extracted rhrough torture is

not admisible in t}re coun to Pros-

ecute against the susPect as these ac-

tions violates dre fun&mental inter-

national norm and violates article 43

of the revised Criminal Procedure

I-aw that states, " the use oftonure

to cocrcr statements and the gather-

ing of evidcnce bY threas, entice-

ment, deceit or other unlawfirl meth-

ods are strictlY Prohibited'"
The Tibean Centre for Human

Righu and DemocracY condemns in

strongest terms over the coun ver-

dict. The centre calls for the intema-

cional communitY to intervene h the

unfair sentencing ofTulku who the

Centrc belieYed was sentenced under

flimsy charges with evidence ex-

tracted through tomrre in violation

. of the Chinese Criminal Procedure

Law and other international laws'

TCHRD condemns Chlno sentenclng of
Tlbeton Fllmmoker Dhondup Wongchen

The Tibetan Centre for Human Righr '!'angchen's family that the court

and Democracy (|CHRD) condcmns would designate a government-ap-

in srrongest term over Chinat sentenc- pointed lawyer for the trial' a clear vio-

ing of Trberar Filmmakcr Dhondup larion of China's Criminal Procedure

]io.angchenon28December200g.Ithwaodirobligadonsunderinterna.

is uot exactly known wherc his uial took tional human righs law' *'trich guar-

place; however, it was believed that he antee criminal ddendaats the right to

was tried in a court in Xining the pro- choose their own dcfense counsd and

vincial capital of Qinghai Province, to meet their counsel while in deten-

where he had bcen daained since his tion' The calls by rights groups and the

arrest. According to Dhondupk Cousin ex.ile Parliiment for €air uial and his un-

Geiong Tsetrin living in Swizerland conditional relcase remain unheeded'

who help disuibute rhe film, rhe sen- TCHRD calls on the govemment

tence was announced on 28 December of*re Peoples Rcpublic ofChina (PRC)

2009. to respect and uphold the righs gual-

Dhondup, 35, has been in detcn- antce un&r the domestic laws and rzri-

tion since 26 March 2008, for frlming ous internadonal laws such as right to

interviews with ordinary Tibemrs on freedom ofe:rpression' opirion and fair

their views on the Olympic Games, the uial' The Centre also calls on the gov-

Dalai Lama and Chinese government errunent of PRC to eamesdy imple-

policies in Tibet His 6lm was first ment the provisions of the Human

,ho*n to lo,rm"list in Beiiing wo days Righa Action Plan announced on 13

before the start of rhe Olympics in Au- April 2009 that it wiil not remain a

gust 2008.In rhe past more than a year mere document showcasing empry

iir,.. hi. d.,.rr.ior,, he was known to promises' "The National Human

be in very poor health suffering &om Righa Action Pla.rr of China 2009-

Hep"titis-O and has not received any 2010" clearly stated that' "dre sate is

-.diol trea-t.o,, rv", denied the righr further improving re sfstem of treat-

to be represented by the Beijing based ment for detainees' The mles regard-

1".y., iir.d by h.i. hmily in June last ing detainees' correspondence' meeting '

year. DhondupVangchcn was formally with people' entcnainment' 3nd fam-

arrested in July 2008 under suspicion ily visis shdl be improvcd' The state is

of"inciting separarism and rcalinp se- improving the sanitation maragement

o".ly gai.ring purchasing, and ille- rystem for detainees as wcll as their

g"lly i.o.,iding intelligence for an medical trealment' and promoting

l.g-ir".io", instirution, or personnel standardized maaagement of deainees'

ouride the country.' Iife and h€alth care "" As a mamer of

Li Dunyong from rhe Bcijingcongxin urgency' Dhondup \{'angchen should

Iaw firm, was blocked &om uking on be provided with immediate medical

the case by r}le Xning judicial authori- attention x he is suffering ftom poten-

ties, who informed Dhondup dally faml disease' Hepatitis-B'
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Tibetqns
in Nepol

Tibeun Gtne for Hrnzn Rights and

Dcmooatl GCHRD) receiued infor'

matitn of fbcing Tibcuns hauing ar'
rested b1 Nepali seruity forces on thcir

wa1 into NcpaL Our information uas

further confoun&d b1 the report gtuen

fu Hunan Ngbts Organizatiot (HU-

ROI'|), Ncpat and their prcss rebases

3 Tibetans furested on I 4th

Three Tibetans and one NePali were

arrested by Nepal police on 14 Febru-

ary 2010 &om dre main street on the

way from Boudhanath to JorPari.
Thcy were anestod after the candle light

procession in Boudhanath; these 4

people were walkhg rowards their resi-

dencc located in the]orpati area. Nepal

trolling of the area.

On 15 Feburary during r}re Po-
lice inve5{g4ieg of these 4 persons,

tley Found oneof *rem to be a Nepali

whcn he produced his Nepali ID card

and was immodiately released. The resr

3 were sent to immigration from 15

February to 18 February. TheY were

charged US $ 67 .5 as penalry due to

them not havlng any valid ID card.

These people came from India 6 years

ago to Nepal and have been residing

in Nepal since then. HURON made a

request to Immigradon ofiice to make

a minirnun p€nallry fee that is afford-

able to s[s5s people and get them a

relcase.

The n"ro.1t. o6.1re 3 Tibetans ar- 4
rested on 14rh and released on 18th

Gtf feSl|Bd February are as follows: 5. Sonam Tserinp Male, 25 Years

of age

6. TLnzin Choephel' Mde, 20 Years

of age

7. Lhakpa Tlering, Mde, 28 Years

of agc

8. Ttnzing ChoePhcl, Male' 23

ycars ofage

9. Tashi Vascr, Mdc, 21 Ycan of
age

10. Urgen Tashi, Malc, 20 Ycars of
age

1 l. Tezin Soepa, Male, 25 Yars of
agp

12. Sonam Phuntsok, Male, 18

years ofage

13. Tsering DhonduP, Male, 19

years ofage

13 arrested on 19 FebruarY

.13 Tiberans coming from Delhi

were stopped by NePal Police at

Thankot check post at 4 am. HU-

RON rrceived a cail from one ofthe

p:rssenger of the bus at 6.00 am in

the mornings. HLIRON volunteers

visited the place and talked to the

police. Those dl 13 PeoPles were

identified as Tibctans from Tibet.

HURON volunteers told to the

police rhat these l3 people are Chi-

nese paspon holders and are Tibet-

ans. At 9:00 in the morning, the

police let the bus to go after the re-

quest and guarantee of HURON

representatiYe. HURON madc

copies of passpon and visa of each

of the l3 Tibetans and later submit-

ted to the police.

The Tibetans travelling to India

via Nepal keep rheir PassPort in

Nepal at their relativet house and

Police fiom the Boudha station ar- for the whole night HURON got

rested these pcrsons during their pa- informed about dreir arrest on rhe

1. Jamyang Norbu, Male, age 22

years

2. Tashi, MaIe, age 23 Years

3 . Dawa, Male, ag e 24 Yets

13 arrcsted on lTth FebruarY

13 Tibetan Youths were arrcsted

on17th Faeburary in Thamel wh'ile

they were celebrating their Lhosar

festival. Nine of them are male and

the resr 4 are female. ThcY were ar-

rested while they were walking on

the streets of Thamel around 2'30

pm and were having Wai-wai

noodles, police van was Passing

through the area rEalized that they

were Tibean so theY arrested them'

The Tiberans were taken to custodY

on the same day and theY were kePt

same night. HURON rePresentauve

reached to the Police starion in

Sorhakhurte where these Tibetans

were kept for all night. UPon the

request ofHURON for tleir release,

police released all ofthem on 18th

February.

The name list of the 13 Tibetans ar-

rested on 17th and released on 18th

February are as follows:

1. Tashi Choedon, Femde,20 Years

ofage

2. Urgen Choedon, Female , 26

years ofage

3. Kansang Paldon, Female, 30

years ofage

Tsering Yangzon, Female , 15

years ofage

4HUMAN BIGHTS UPdAIE 'FEBBUABY 2O1O
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rravel ro India. They do not carry their

passporr while going to India because

if rhe Chinese authority sees that Ti-
betans having Indian visa on rheir pass-

pon, Chinese authoriry will cause

rroublc to thcm. We are reponed that

if the Chinese authoriry finds out that

the Tibctan people visiting India and

meeting Dalai lama, the Chinese au-

thoriry compels the children of the

India visitor to lcave theirjob, ifthey
are working in r-he government.

List of the Tibetans stopped for in-

vesdgation and later are as follows:

l. Zeren Zhuoma, Female, 61 years

of age

2. Gandan Dunzhu, Male, 77 years

of age

3. Dazhen, Femalc, 56 years ofage

4. Nizhen, Female, 63 year ofage

5. Cidan Zhuoga, Female,68 Years

of €e
6. Gcsan Gquzhen, Female ,63 yezrs

of age

7. Jiayang Sangque, Male, 68 years of

ry
8. Cacangcuo, Fem aJe,5Zyans of age

9. Cangmujiu, Female, 67 Years of
age

10. Ciren Quzong, Female, 48

years of age

11. Pubu Ciren, Rmde,65Yars

ofage

12. Yang Zhuo, Female,65 Years

of age

13. Suolan Gzhuoma, 60 Years

of age

In total, more than 60 Tibetans

were arrested so far from the very be-

ginning of this year (2010) but some

of arresrees were exclusive from the

above lists as ofhaving no received

derails of rhem.

Continuous arrest of Tibetans

by Nepal government in
Kathmandu, Nepal 11 February

2010

Nepal Police had arrested a to-

tal of 29 Tibetans in Nepal within a

period of5 days from 4th February-

9th February 2010. Many of the

arrcstcd were accused ofillegally en-

tering and living in Nepal without
proper documentation. The Depart-

ment of Immigration of Nepal has

stated that they were traveling in

Nepal without a visa. Some of dre

arrestedTibetans do have a Refugee

Card which was provided to them

by rhe Indian government and rhey

are living for long in India. The ar-

rested Tibeans are Indian Refugee

Card holders, which wcre not ac-

cepted by the Nepal government to

travel in Nepal with the same rights

as Indiar citizens.

5 arrested on 4th February

On 4th February 2010, Nepd po-

lice seardred the Boudhanath Guest

House in BoudhaSrupa area at the

middle of the night and arrested 5

(4 male and 1 female) Tibetans rl'ren

took them to the Boudha Police sra-

tion. The female'Ilbetan was trans-

ferred ro the Gaushala police sration

on the same night. On 5th Febru-

ary the arrested were handed over to

Immigration Depanment of Nepal

government by rhe police. As 6th

FebruarF was a weekend, the arrested

were released only on 7th ofFebru-

ary. The five'Iibetans carrying Indian

Refugee Card were arrested by the

Nepal Government on dccusation

of violation of immigration law of
Nepal.

The name list of the 5 arrested on

4th and released on 7rh Februaiy are

as follows:

1. Tsering Dlker,27 years of age,

Female

2. JampaThardoe, 29 yean ofage,

Male

3. lobsang Gunadue, 27 years of
age, MaIe

4. Tashi Lopsanp 22 yars of age,

Male

5. Sonam Tharchin ,35 yars of age,

Male

A]l these 5 Tiberans arrested were

released on a payment ofpenalty of
US $ 67.5 per person. These ar-

resred were released on a condition

that they would go back to India.

HURON carried continuous moni-

toring oftheir arrest and made sev-

era.l effom ro get them released. The

rele:sed were handed over to HU-
RON represcntarives by the Immi-

gration of Nepd for making sure

rhat these people get back to India.

The 5 T'rbetans have informed us

rhat they have reached India.

5 arrested on 6th February

On 6th February 2010, another 5

Tibetans were arrested during the

middle of the night from Srupa

Guest House, Boudhaaraa of
Kathmandu by Nepal police. The

police handed over the arrested 5
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Tibetans to NePal Immigration on

7th F6[ ruary. Nepal Immigration

made tle release ofthe 5 Tibetans on

8th February' The name lists of rhe

peoPlewho were arrested on 6th and

were rel€ased on 8dl February are as

follows:

r. Jatnp"--Tourltg, 30 Years of age,

Male

I .P.lqeher Jsgring' 16 Years ofage'

. Mde
3. Tarhi

Male

.4. YesF

MaJ€

Nymie, 22 Years ot age,

5: tirreg Chozan, i9 yearsin{ age,

Phylton, 28 Years of age,

ba& to India as rhcY were trying to

enter Ncpal wirhout anY docu-

ments. Tibetans from Tibet keeP

their passpon in NcPal while go-

ing to India due to the Chinese

government hassle when the Chi-

nese authoriry sees that theY have

travelled to India with a stamP o[

Indian visa on their passport' This

is why the Tibetans from Tibet

kecp their passport in Nepal while

- going to India

6 arrested on 9th FebruarY

Nepal police arrested 6 Tibetaru'

from Thankot check Post of
lOth#indu. Thc arrested were

iriimediately taken to immigration

department. A bus Passenger com-

ing together widt ther Tibetans

called HURON and said that (
Tibetans were arrested. A reladve of
tle arresred calted HURON and

said that his people arc arrested. We

provided the proper advice so that

all r}re arrested can be rcleased They

produced passPors and valid visa

to rhe immigration and got released

around 3 pm the same daY.

Their namcs arc x follows:

1. Chimme Tsomo, 65 Ycan old'

femde

2. Dikki Dolkac 65 Ycars old,

femde

3. Gering Dolkzc 67 Ycars old,

fcmale

4. Vangdu, 3 years old, mde

5. Ti;ewang Dakpa, 55 Years old ,

mde

6. Gelck DakPa,70 Years old,

male

The slolement of tlr.
Corl Gerchmon,The
President of the
Nqtionql Endowment
for DemocrocY (NED),
during lhe DemocrccY
Service f,ledol lo the
Dsloi Lomo on FridctY

Now that the Vhite House has an-

nounced that Pr-efident Obama will

receive the Dalai Lafo'a, ir is impor.-

tant that he be welcomed not onlY

as a moral and rcligious leader re-

specred throughout the world but

also as a fellow dembqrdt vnho

shares Americats deePest values'

This is not an asPect of the Dalai

Lama that is well understood, es-

pecially by those who see him as.the .

spiritual leader of a traditional

people, Yet he is+.devoted derirS-'

crat who'has defelded the univer-

saliry ofthc dcmocratic idea again

the "Asian values" argument ofvari-

ous autocrats and who has tried,

even before he fled Tibet inJ959,

ro modernize Tibett sYsgemof,goY-

ernme nt.

He did so partlY to mobilize

theTibetan people against thc Chi-

nese aftemPt to uProot traditional

Tibeen society thrgugh forced col-

lectivization, a Program that was

already well underwaY in the earlY

1950s under the Orwellian rubric

of democratic reform; and bccause

he realized, as he later said, that the

old system "was outdatcd and ill-

equipped to face the challenges of
the contemporary world."

Theseerr*tidrft re also released upon

a pry6itit-oftlie penalry US $'67 50

per. p.c.ion. These 5 PeoPIe were

handd 
-to 

their relatives uPog e re-

quastiriade br I{URON to' ImPi
grati6r DepanmeFd.

One rrrested on 8th FebruarY

On gh February, one Tibetan ladY

witlr rtre name of RinzinPalmo was

arespd and released on 9th February'

She Jso had to paY the Penalryof US

$ 675 rc Nepd govemmcnt. She is

dso lRefrrgee Card Holder Provided
by Idian government.

l0 -Ibetans holding Chinese passpon

I 0 ^I6eens had entered to India keeg

ing heir Chinese passPoft in NePal,

hadgone to pilgrimage to India Af-

ter peir pilgrimage, thcy tried to re-

tucs to Nepal to get back to Tibet'

'fif$e coming co NePal, theY were

ar.3ted by Nepal police and were sent
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Tibctans

living in India. The first clections
among Tibetan refugees were held
in the summer of 1960, only
rnonths after the Dalai Lama. tr-
rived in Dhararnsda. A democratic
constitution was promulgared in
1963 on rhe fourth anniversary of
rhe Lhasa

uprising.

Today rhe Tibetan communiry in
exile is governed by an elected
National Assembly overseen by an
independent judiciary as pe rmis-
sible by Indian iaw. A charrer
adopted by the assembly in t99l
transferred from the Dalai [:ma ro
that body the power to elecr the
cabinet,

including a prime minister vested
with day-to-day powers. In 1992,
the Dalai Lama announced new
guidelines for Tibett furure that,
pending a negotiared se rtlcment
with rhe Chinese government, give
rhe major responsibility for deter-
mining Tibett goyernance ro rhe
Tibetans living in Tibet. That re-
sponsibiliry, in his view, should
include even the power to deter-
mine wherher rhe

insritution of rhe Dalai Lama
should continue to exist.

In addition, an elaborate system of
Tibetan educational institutions
|ras been established throughout

He has called himself "the unlucki-
esr Dalai Lama" because he has
spent more time as a refi.rgee living
ouride his counrry than he has

living in Tibet. Bur with charac-
teristic optimism, he has said that
his exile has been rewarding in thar

For reasons beyond his control, the
Dalai Lama was unable ro
implement his reform program in
Tibet, but once in exile he pro-
ceeded almost immediately to in-
troduce a democratic system for

India, in kceping with the Dalai
Lamat beliefthat ir is necessary to
empower people by giving "them
a sufficient undersranding of rheir
rights and

responsibilities as citizens of a

democratic sociery."

The Dalai Lama has given the
world a model of how ro pursue
democrary and Iive according to its
values. By refusing to relinquish
the principle of nonviolence despite

the terrible violence that has been
in0icted on Tibetans, he has pre-
served the moral inregriry oCthe
Tibetan struggle and rhe possibil-
iry for an eventual reconciliation
wirh China. By de monstraring
moral courage and self-assurance in
rhe face of Chinat brute force and
abusive insults, he has given hope
against hope not just to his own
people but to oppressed people
everywherc. And by showing deep
concern for all human beings, in
keeping with his belief in univer-
sal responsibiliry he has awakened
the spirit of human and interna-
tional solidariry that animates all
those around the *o.ld *Lo a..
srruggling for democracy and hu-
inan rights. The Dalai Lama has

been a consistenr voice ofsolidar-
iry forAung San Suu Kyi and other
democratic dissidents-

it has given him the opportuniry ro
live in a democratic country like
India, suggesting rhat he now has a

greater capacity ro bring the gift of
de mocracy back to Tiber. .Vherher

he will have that chance depends in
no small measure on the fate of
Chinese democrars such as rhe
imprisoned scholar Liu Xiaobo,
who have supported the Dalai
Lama's call for dialogue as well as

his belief rhat a negotiated settle-
ment granting firll autonomy to rhe
Tibetan pe oplg will enhance
China's stabiliry uniry and srand-
ing in the world. Thus, the
circumstances that made the Dalai
Lama an exile have a.lso linkcd his
struggle for rhe survival ofTibet to
the furure of democracy in the
worldt largest country.

Presidenr Obama should use the
occasion of the Dalai Lama's visit
to express Amcricat strong supporr
for him and what he represen*:
genuine autonomy for the Tibetan
people and reconciliation with
China, moral courage in rhe pur-
suit of justice, and rhe values of
de mocrary and human liberry. It is

not just for the Dalai Lama's sake
that he should be

welcomed in this manner but also
fof our own.
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Ngagchung of Larung GarBuddhist
lnstitut6 of Ssrtha

monk to lengthy
A Chincsc Intermcdiate Peoplct
court in Sichuan Provincc has

scntenced a Tibctan monk, who
remaincd incommunicado sincc his

arrest in July 2008, to sevcn ycars in
prison and dcprivadon of political
rights for a year, according to
confirmed information rcccived by
thc Trbetan Ccntrc for Human Rights

and Democracy (TCHRD).

The Kardze Intermcdiate People's

Court in Sichuan Province had
sentenced Ngagchung (only one
name), 39-year-old monk oflarung
Gar Buddhist Institutc of Serthar,
Sertha County, Kardze "Tibetan
Autonomous Prefccture" ('ThP') to
seven years in prison and deprivation
ofpolitical righs for a year in January
this year. Therc is no information on
the exact date of coun trial, under
what charges he was convicted
whether he was given any legal rights
guarantee undcr the Chinese
constitution and international laws.

The Centre questions the lcgaliry
ofsuch court scntence and urged the

international communitics to
intervene in the unfair and arbitrary
sentencing of Ngagchung, the trial
which was held without the
knowlcdge of his family members

and failed to rnect the minimal
international,judicial standards,
required for a fair trial.

prison term
Hc was arrested by thc Public
Security Bureau (PSB) officials on 8

July 2008 along with two other
monks; Taphun and Gudrak of
larung Gar Buddhist Institutc of
Scrthar on suspicion of leaking
information about Tibett situation
to the 'separatist forces' outside
during the hcight of the Tibet
protcsts in 2008. Thcy were arrested

by the security forccs at Chengdu,
during one of thcir trip in relation
to thc monxsteryt duties at the
provincial capital of Sichuan
Province. Although Taphun and
Gudrak-both brothcrs-werc relcascd

after interrogation, Ngagchung
continuc to rcmain in detcntion at

Chengdu PSB Detention Centre
since his arrcst. Every request made

by thc family to visit him were
tumed down. At present he is known
to be incarccrated in a prison at a plaoe

called YiAn, on the periphery of
Chcngdu ciry.

Ngagchung is a nephew of the
late Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok, a

highly -respected Tibetan Buddhist
teacher who founded the larung Gar
Buddhist Institute in Senha County
(Ch: Seda), Kardze'TAP'.
Ngagchung studied Buddhist
philosophy at the Institute for more

than 20 years. He has always been

active in and respected by the
member of the institute.
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Larung Gar Buddhist Institute in
Senha Counry witnessed numerous

Chinese crackdowns in 1999 and

April 2000 with Chinese aufiorities
sending 'work team' officials to
conduct the'Patriotic re-educatiori

campaign in the institute. fater, on

18 April 2001 , the Chine se

authorities imposed a quota on the

number of students who could
attend the institution. Some 7,000
students were forced to leave. Then
in June 2001 fifry trucla and jeeps

arrived at the Institute and, under
the protection of thousands of
securiry officials who camped on
the ouukins of thc Institute tore

down the monastic homes. The
founder of the institute, Khenpo

Jigme Phunaok, passed away under
myste rious circumstance at a

hospital in Chengdu on 7 January
2004 at the age of70.

The Centre considers the right
to a fair trial as a basic human right
and every Tibetan should be
guaranteed as enshrincd in the
Chinese constirution and major
international covenants to which
China is parry to. fught to 6ir trial
is one ofthe universally applicable

principles recognized in the
Universal Declaration of Humaa
Rights adopted by the UN in 1948

and still the cornerstone of the
international human rights system.

The right to fair trial has been

reaffirmed and elaborated since

1948 in legally binding treaties such

as the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, and in
numerous other international,and
regional treaties and non-treary
standards, adopted by the UN and
by regional i n te rgovern men tal
bodies.

Three monks of Ditsa Monastery
including a reincarnated lama was

arbitrarily arested and detained by the

Chine se security forccs under
suspicion of their involvement in
pasting political pamphlets in the

monastery and a school run by the

monastcry was forcibly closed for
unknown reason, according to
conErmed information rcceived by the

Tibetan C.entrc for Human fughts and

De mocracy (TCHRD).

According to source, on 14 March
2010, numcrous pamphles calling for
the "swift return of the Dalai Lama to
Tibet" and "end to rhc reprcssion in
Tibet" were pasted around Ditsa
Monastery. The monastery is locatcd

in Ditsa Township, Bayan (Ch:
Hualong) County in Haidong
Prefecture, Qinghai Province,
Following the incident, Hualong local

government staff along with the
Public Security Burcau (PSB) officials
and People's Armcd Police (PAP)

arrived at the Monastcry and cordoned

offthe entire monastery.

Following which three monks:

Tulku Woescr, Yeshi, 20, and

Jarnyang, 19, were arbitrarily detained

under the suspicion of their
involvcment in the incident and took
them to Hualong PSB office for
questioning. According to source,
Tirlku V'oeser was released after two
days of detention and questioning
while Yeshi and Jamlang still condnue
to remain in PSB dctention.

Yeshi and Jamyang were born at

Lobha Gyatsa Village, Tsigorthang
County (Ch: Xnghai), Tsolho (Ch:

Hainan) "Tibetan Autonomous
Prefccture ('TAP'), Qinghai
Province.

As of now, a number of PSB

and PAP forces are stationed inside

the monastery calling off the daily
religious practices of monks inside

the monastery and placed restriction

on gathering of monls. Similarly,
Sherig Rinchen Norling School
established and run since 1992 by
Ditsa Monastery was forcibly
ordered to close down on 8 March
2010 for unknown rcason. The
monastic school which caters to the

basic education needs of young
novices are taught Buddhist
philosophy, Chinese and English
language. At the time of its closure

thcre were around 70 students.
There is no information on the fates

of those young monl<s studying at

Sherig funchen Norling School.

TCHRD expresses scrio us

concern over thc wellbcing and
safery ofYcshi and Jamyeng and calls

on the goYernment of the Peoplet
Republic of China (PRC) to
immediately and unconditionally
rclease both of them sincc thcir
detention is arbitrary. The
government should guarantee in all
circumstances the physical and
psychological integrity of two
detained monks as wcll as of all
Tibetans who wcrc arbitrarily
detained over the years. Freedom of
o<pression, opinion and assembly are

fundamental human rights
enshrined in the Chincse
constitution and in international
human rights instrumens ratificd by
the PRC government.

t9
TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Chino orrests lhree monks, closes
school in Qinghoi
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Chino lqunches "strike Hqrd" Compoign oheqd of sensilive
onniversory
The Tibetan Centre for Human
fughts and Democrary(TCHRD)
condemns in strongest term over
Chinese authoritiei launching of the
"Strike Hard" campaign aimed at

carrying out further detentions of
Tibetans in Tibet as the March
annivcrsary ofthc Tibetan Uprising
approaches.

According to information given
in the official newspaper Lhasa

Evening News (Ch: l,asa Wen Bao)

on 3 March 2010, 'the Lhasa City
Public Security Bureau (PSB)

officials under the order oflhasa Ciry
government, the "Tibet
Autonomous Region' ('TAR') PSB,
"TAR" Parry Committee and Lhasa

City Pury Committce had carried
out thc "Strike Hard" Campaign
from 9:00PM (Bei.iing standard
time) yesterday across the Tibetan
Capitd, Lhasa.. ..the campaign was

also launched across all seven
prefectures under the "TAR" in order

to strike hard according to law
againsr all kinds ofcriminal activity
and to vigorously uphold the social

order and stability." The length of
this campaign was not mentioned
and it may last for months.

Additiond securiry forces in firll
combat gear were deployed in and

around Lhasa City and at its cvery

entry points to the ciry. Vehicles

plying to and from Lhasa ciry wcrc
thoroughly searched and requiring
anyonc entcring or leaving the city
to show identification. New security

barricadcs were set up to look for any

possible suspects and round-the-
clock security measures were also

undertaken. Sccurity forces in
combat uniform were seen patrolling

the major gathering points, high
prone areas, and raids were also
carried out in guest houses. There is

no information on how this
campaign has fared in other
prefectures under the "Ti{R".

According to the official report,
the Lhasa City PSB officids during
the campaign last night detained 70
people without official registration
card and identiry card from rented
houses located on the Sera Road.

Seven counties under the Lhasa
Municipaliry also carried out the
"strike hard" campaign on war
footing with major search and raid
being carried out.

The new "Strike Hard" campaign
is being launched after years of
severely tight security and most
repressive political conditions in
Tibet. Unlike previous 'strike hard"
campaigns which mostly focused in
Lhasa ciry, this time the campaign has

been launched across the "TAR"
simultaneously. This new
development signals authorities'
hardening policies in Tibet and the
authorities' preemptive move to
squash any imminent new protest in
the coming days.

'Strike Hard" campaigns are

normally carricd out in various parts

of the Peoplet Republic of China
prior to major events, including
national holidays, anniversaries, as

wcll as beforc the main annual
governmcnt and Party conferences,

often with the stated intention of
"cleansing the social environment."
The 'ttrike hard" :ampaign launched

on 5 March 2010 could be a prelude

to a series ofatbitrary detention and

arrests prior to the 10 March

Annivenary of the Tibetan Uprising,
the Chine se People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPCC),
China's top advisory body that
convenes today and the annual
plenary sessions of China's National
Pcople s Congress (NPC) on Friday.

Though the primary objective
of rhe current "strike hard" campaign

was mendoned as fighting criminals,

upholding social order and stabiliry
however, the TCHRD believes the

primary motive behind this
infamous campaign as the
authorities' attempt ro detain those
Tibetans suspected to be involved in
political activism, target former
political prisoners and Tibetan
residents from outside Lhasa ciry
monla and nuns as sensitive date
approaches. Under this campaign,
the Chinese law enforcement bodies

abuse the fundamenal human righs
of the Tibetan people through
arbitrary arrest, derention,
interrogation and tonure, dismissal

from jobs and expulsion from
religious institutions. TCHRD
condemns the launch of'ttrike hard"
campaign and question the motive
behind the campaign.

riTith unprecedented levels of
securiry presence already tlroughout
Tibet, with the launch of this
campaign, TCHRD fears a

widespread unlawfill detentions of
Tibetans will intensifr in *re coming
weeks and months, and that they
may be used to silence, intimidate
and stifle political disent in the build
up to the 10 March Anniversary
when the authorities fear fresh unresr

following the wave of protests that
swept across the Tibetan plateau in
the past couple ofyears.
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chino detqins hundreds of Tibelons in Lhosq under "slrike
Hqrd Compoign"

According to the official
rcport dated 4 March 2010 given

in thc statc run web Portal
www.chinatibet.com, "during thc

campaign, the Lhasa CitY

Secudty forc$ chocking lD during the
Stdk+lrrd c.mp.ign

Public Security Bureau Police

Brigade (Ch: Lasa Gong An Ju
Xing Jing Zhi Dui) raided a total
of 4,1 l5 rcnted accommodations,
thoroughly checked 60 high
prone areas whcre crime is

conccntratcd, gathering areas for
floating population, places with
complex social order and iniquiry
carried out compre hensive checks

on a total of 7,347 non'
pcrmanent residents of thc citY,

raided more than 70 guest houses,

internct cafes, entertainment
centre and bars; and detained a

total of 435 people. Of these 7
*.re arrested on theft and
burglary, 3 persons on stcaling
motor bikcs, I pcrson for duping,

3 others suspected burglarY
accomplices." There is no detail

i nformation or reasons were

given on the remaining PcoPlc
who wcre arbitrarily dctained
during thc "strike hard" camPaign

launched since 2 March 2010.

The same web news Portal
datcd 5 March carricd a rePort on

the "strike Hard" camPaign

stating, "the Lhasa CitY PSB

headquarters had mobilized
1 , 134 of its personnel and more

than other 300 securitY forces

raiding in tot 2,787 rented
accommodations; 21 high Ptone
a.reas; 7l Karaoke bars, guest

houses, internet cafes, b ars;

confiscated 12 knives and 6
banned publications and detained

49 suspects without "three no"
(Ch: San \7u) " The latter refers

to Identity card, ho usehold
rcgistration card (Ch: Hukou)
and Temporary stay permit (Ch:

Zian Zhu Zheng). The rePort
also said that a nun was detained

but no dctail was given.

According to our sourccs, in
thc past few days the movement

of monks from three major
monasteries in and around Lhasa

city: Drcpung, Gadcn and Sera

wcrc restrictcd for indefinitc
pcriod, however, the monasteries'

staffs dcaling with food supplics

to thcse monasteries wcrc known
to have been issued spccial
pcrmit by the authorities for thcir
daily duties.

To spur up further
restriction and crackdown on

potential dissent ahead of
sensitive anniversarY, Lhasa

Neighborhood Committee
under thc Lhasa MetroPolitan
area hed formcd a new "securitY

cscort staff " in each and cvcry

sub-districts since I March. This

ncw body will work in
conjunction with thc local
public security officials. The
primary objective of this new

body was cited as "to maintain
social order, tho rou gh

inspection and tracking down of
susp€cts, and detaining thosc

without 'three no" viz. Idcntiry
card, household registration card

(Ch: Hukou) and TemporarY
stey permi t and PromPt
reporting of such cases to the

local policc station. The Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights and

Democracy (TCHRD) bclieve

that this new requircment signals

authoritics' attemPt to target
and stranglehold those Tibetans

from outside "TAR" who are on

visit to the holy city for
pilgrimage or engagcd in
businesses as many of those
Tibetans wcre known to bc

actively involvcd in the Spring
2008 protcsts in Lhasa.

lHUMAN RIGHTS update . MARCH 2010

Vith the launch of 'Strike Hard"
Campaign in the "Tibet
Autonomous Region" ('TAR')
from 2nd March, the Chinese

security forces had detained nearly

500 Tibetans alone from Lhasa

city alone, according to rePorts

givcn in the statc run web Portal.

TCHRD condemns this
campaign in strongest terms and

calls upon thc government ofthe
Pcoplc's Republic of China to
immediatcly end this infamous
campaign which under thc guisc

of figh ti ng crimes a nd

:/
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upholding stabiliry violates and
abuses many fundamcntal human
rights of the Tibetan people
through arbitrary arres t,
detention, interrogation,
restriction on th€ fiee movemcnt
of people. TCHRD believes that
the Chinesc authorities are using
this campaign as double-edged
sword to fight crimes and uphold
stabiliry as stated objcctive but at
the same time it is using this
campaign to silcnce, intimidate
and stiflc political disscnt ahead

of sensitivc anniversary.

Tibetqn Sludenls
Stoge Protesl in
Mochu
Tibetan Centre for Human fughts
and Democrary (TCHRD) received

confirmed information that a group
of Tibetan middle school students
staged a demonstration against the
imposition of immeasurable
restriction in the area during the
sccond anniversary of nation-wide
uprising inTibet.

According to sources, on 14

March 2010, around 30 students
&om the Tibetan Middlc School in
Machu [Ch: Maqu] protested in
strcets close to the county center and

later protesters werc joined by i00 to
600 other Tibctans and chanting
slogans "[:ck offteedom andTibetan
Indcpcndence"

At least 40 pcople were known
to have been detained and other
protest€rs w€rc suroundcd by sccurity

forces during the protest. Following
their detention, the local Tibetan

residents of around 400-500 were

demanded the release of those
detaincd in front of government
office.

High school
studenls orrested
following protesl in
Gqnsu
Chinese security forces detained
Tibetan high school studcnts after
later protcsted in the strees ofat least

rwo towns in western China in
March during the 5l Anniversary of
Uprising against Chinese occupation,

according to information receivcd by
the Tibetan Centrc for Human
Rights and Democracy (TCHRD).

Immediatcly after the protcst, at

least 20 teenagcrs wcre takcn into
custody by police in the remote
west€rn town of Hezuo, told
TCHRD.

According to another sources, on
March 14, a group of teenagers

staged protest against the Chinese

government in the streets ofMarchu
County (ch: Maqu) in Gansu
Province and chanted pro-Tibctans
slogans.

Aftcr series ofprotcsts took place

in town, the Chinese government
imposed strict restriction on the
movcmcnt of people and dcployed
military forces in the area causing

difficulties for people to go for their
daily works. Many new sccuriry
check posts wcre set up in main road

and corncrs ofthe town.

Teochers socked
from school lor
ollegedly inciting
studenls prolest
Two teachers have been sacked from
Machu Tibetan Middlc School
following Tibctans studen ts'
demonstration against Chinese rulc
according to thc information
received by thc Tibetaa Centre for
Human Rights and Dcmocracy
(TCHRD).

The Tibctan headmaster Kyabchen

Dedrol ofa middle school in Chinat
Gansu province has been sacked with
his assistant, following students
protest at school and students were

restricted to move outside the school

campus and surrounded by heavy

armed securiry forces. The situation
was describesd as volatile.

But locd authorities didnt not
expel the head of the Machu
Education Department who has

direct responsibiliry for the middle
school and rather a.llow his job.

"I-ocal Trbetans suspected that he

was saved because ofhis identity as

Hal ethnicity", source said.

Another Tibetan, an academic
instructor at the Machu Tibetan
Middle School will be suspended for
a month said unnamed person
living now in Dharamsa.la, India.
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Chinq orrests protesting teenoge monks in Sertho
Over the past one week, a series of
peaceful protests were cerried out by
Tibctans particuIarly teenage monks
in Sertha Counry in the traditional
Kham region of Tibet resulring in
arrests and detention, according to
information received by the Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy (TCHRD).

Beginning 30 March, two teenage

students of the famed Larung Gar
Buddhist Institure in Sertha were
taken into police custody by security
forces in civilian dress for staging a

protest at Sertha County. The rwo
monks with the banned Tiberan
national flag shouted slogans calling
for the 'swift return of the Dalai
Lama to Tibet,' 'inde pendence for
Tibei and 'human rights for Tibet'
at the Senha County market square.
Two teenage monks: Tenzin
Gyamtso, 16, is a monk of Nedo
Monastery in Dzatoe Counry and
Gawa \Tangchen Topgyal, 15, a
monk of Jeytrung Monastery in
Dzatoe County, Jyekundo (Ch:
Yushu/Jiegu) "Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture" ('TAP')
under Qinghai Province. Both were
studying at Scrtha Larung Gar
Buddhist Institute at the time of
their protest. The re is no
information on the cu rren r
whercabouts of detained teenaged
monks.

Similar protest was also staged
by anothe r two monks of the same
Buddhist institure in Scrtha County
on 31 March and both we re
immediatcly detaincd by thc
Chinese security forces and taken
into police custody, according to
sources. There is no information on

the identiry of the detainees and
their current location of
detention.

On 2 April 2010, a 20 year old
Tibctan youth, Ugyen Namgyal
from Choktsang village ofSertha
County staged a solo protest at
the counry market square. The
Public Sccurity Bureau (PSB)

officials suddenly appeared at the
site of thc protest beating him
severcly before arresting him.

On 3 April 2010, an identified
Tibetan layman from Choktsang
village ofSertha Counry staged a

briefprotest at the counry market
square before being detained by
the securiry forces.

Similar protest was also carried
by a 19 -year-old reincarnated
lama, Tulku Namgyal ofTaglung
Monastery in Choktsang Village
on 4 April 2010. Numerous
handwritte n pamphlets calling for
"independence for Tibct," "swift
return ofthc exiled Tibctan leader
the Dalai Lama to Tibet," and
"human rights for Tibet," werc
thrown into the air at the site of
thc protest in Scrtha County.
According to sources, he was
immediately dctained by the
security forces and taken into
police custody. Tulku Namgyal
was a teacher at the Taglung
Monastery.

Again on 5 April2010, a 20-year-
old Thakchoe, layman from
Choktsang village was detained
by the securiry forces after he
staged a solo protest at Sertha

County by raising the banned
Tibetan national flag and shouting
slogans.

According to sources, similar
incident of peaceful protest having
occurred yesterday (7 April) at
Sertha county but no detail is
available at the momcnt. New
restriction on the free movcmcnt of
the monks and nuns were imposed.
Many ncw security barricades were
erected on the 22 Kms road
stretching b€tween Larung Gar
Buddhist Institute and the Sertha
Counry and many securiry forccs in
civilian dress were deploycd in the
area to contain further protest by
Tibetan.

TCHRD calls upon the
governmenr of the Peoplc's
Republic of China (PRC) for the
imme diate and unconditional
release of the detained Tiberans
including the teenage monks who
were arrested for exercising their
fundamental human righ ts
peacefully.

Freedom of expression is a

fundamental human right which
is a prerequisite to the
enjoyment of all human rights.
TCHRD seeks the support ol
human rights groups and the
international community in
securing their release. The
Centre deems these cases as

outright clampdown on thc
freedom of opinion and
expression. TCHRD will
continue to monitor the
situation and will update on the
issue as and whcn further
information surfaccs.
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South Asia Regional Consultation Meeting with the
of the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile,
the Centre deemed it extremely
important to begin a direct
outreach and education program in
all the majorTiberan scttlements in
India bcfore the preli minary
election. On 28 March 2010, the

Centre convened a talk series at the
Hall of TCV Day School in
Mcleod Ganj.

The talk was attended by people
from various backgrounds followed
by questions and ans'wers session. In
conjunction with the talk series, thc
Centre also released three different
educational posters on themes
related to the election and voting.
To educate thc general public on
the importance of election, voting
in the democratic system and to
ensure maximum voter turn out
during preliminary and fin al
elcctions of our leaders in 2011,
educational posters with cartoon
were prepared rhat deal on various
fundamental thcmes such as

important considerations on the
part ofvoters before voting, on the
Election Day e tc.

The Centre will distribute these

educational posters to all the
Tibetan settlements, educational
insritutes, monasteries, nunneries
andTibetari clusters in India, Nepal,
Bhutan and overseas.

UN Expert on Food

The United Nations Special

Rapportcur on the Right to Food,

Mr. Olivier De Schutter, held a

South Asia Regional Consultation

meeting in Chcnnai, South India, on

28 and 29 March 2010. The cxpen

had didogue with non governmental

organizations from South Asia on the

issue ofland righs and the enjoyment

ofthe right to food.

Mr. Tenzin Norgay, UN Affairs

Personnel, at thcTibetan Centre for

Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD) was invited to Pres€nt
the Tibetan casc. Mr. Norgay raised

grave concerns over the displacemcnt

of hundrcds of thousands ofTtbetan

nomads and farmers over state

development projects.

He particularly raised the incident

of six Tibetan womcn getting shot

upon by state law enforcement
officers during a protest by the
Tibetans of Tlwu County over the

planned construction of
Lianghekhou Dam at the confluence

of thrce rivers. This dam would
submerge several towns and around
ten thousand Tibetans will be

impacted by the construction.
Similar to other cases of trcmendous

hardships being faced by Tibetans

because of displacemenr over state

dcvclopmcnt projccts, thousands of

Tibetans in Tawu County and

surrounding areas will affected

strongly. Till date there has bcen no

information about the status of the

six women who were shot by the

security officials.

TCHRD begins
tolk series on
upcoming
eleclions of exile
leoders

The Tibetan Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy (TCHRD)
over the years since irs inception
had embarked on various initiatives
to educate and empower the
gencral Tibetan populace on the
conccpt of democracy and its
significance by holding various talk
series, inreractive dialogues,
bringing out bi-lingual educational
booklets on dcmocracy, posters
and seminar etc,

Mr. Urgen Tenzin delivers a speech dur-
ing the talk serieg

In the light of historic and rhe
significant upcoming elections of
Kalon Tiipa in 201 1 and me mbe rs
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Press Stotement on the 2lst Birlhdoy
of Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo: rhe Xlth
Ponchen Lqmo of Tibet

APRIL 2OtO

Gedhun Cho.kyi t{yima, the xl Panchan
Lrm. of Tibet

25 April 2010 marks the 21st
birthday ofthc XIth Panchen Lama:

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, one of
Tibet's most important rcligious
leadcrs, who was abducted by the

Chinese authorities on 17 May 1995

when he was just six years old. He
and his parents were not seen for the

past 15 years and there has been no

clear information on thcir exact

whereabouts and wcll being. Over

the years thc Panchen Lamat plight
has come to symbolizc thc crisis facing

the survival of Tibct's religious
culture.

Despite innumerable rcqucss made

by the world bodies, concerned
governme[ts, and NGOs over the

past ovcr 15 years for his rclease, the

Chinese governmcnt has refirscd to

provide any verifiable information on

Gedhun Choelcyi Nyima, nor have

they allowed indepcndent obscrvers

to visit the boy and his parens in
order to confirm their whereabouts

and well being. $?hile in the latest

rcvclation, Padma Choling,
Chairman of the "Tibet Autonomous

Region" ("TAR") Rcgional
government on the sideline of the

annual session of the National
Pcoplet Congress in March 2010

told reponen, that tle Panchen Lama

sclected by the Dalai Lama was

"invdid" and added that he was living

a good life as an ordinary citizcn in
Tibe t and his siblings were srudying

at a university or working in regular
jobs. But China has once again failed

to substantiate its blunt statement on

Gedhun Choelcyi Nyima with any

credible evidence for millions of his

followers. The conrinued detention

and disappearance of Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima is not only the

deprivation of his rights alone but
also a denial ofreligious guidance for
and hurting religious sentiments of
millions of followers.

On the other hand China over

the years has strived to bolstcr the

legitimary and raise the profilc of is
handpicked Panchen lama-Gyaltse n
Norbu- through various means. He
has long been earma*ed as Beijingt
choice to usurp the Dalai Lama as

the public face offibetan Buddhism.

For insance, China organized for the

first time a World Buddhist Forum

at Hangzhou in east China's
Zheliang Province from 13 to 16

April 2006 to espouse its leadership

ofthe Buddhist world by providing
international platform to Gyaltsen

Norbu. The Dalai Lama was not
invited to this international forum
in which thousands of monks,
experts and politicians from thirry-
scven countries and rcgions gathered

to participate in the discussion on
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building a 'harmonious world,'
because the Ddai Lama was seen as

"splitting the motherland and
sabotaging the unity of ethnic
groups." As such, his participation
would have caused "disharmony'',

Xinhua, thc Statet mouthpiece
reponed.

And Gyaltsen Norbu has taken
on an increasing politicd rolc in
recent y€ars. He has made
appearance with Communist Party
leaders praising Chincse rule over
Tibet and was rccendy elected as one

of the 25 Vice-Presidents of the
Buddhist Association of China on
3 February 2010. China on 28
February 20 I 0 appointed him to the
Parliame ntary advisory body, the
Nationd Committee ofthe Chincse
People's Political Consultative
Conferencc (CPPCC) as one of the
13 new members.

In religious sphere China in order
to train 'patriotic and devotional
religious personnel' and to dilute
the influcncc of defiant monks in
Tibet, who have strong and
unflinching faith in the Dalai lama,
attempted to creatc a new group of
monk subservient to Beijing.
Subsequently in July 2007, China
passed a law on reincarnation-
Order No. 5 of China's State
Administration of Religious Affairs
(SARA), Management Measures
for the Reincarnarion of "Living
Buddha" in Tibctan Buddhism-
which requircs all reincarnate lamas
to be approvcd by thc statc. lCith
this major tactical step China
assened its right to manage and
selcct all reincarnate lamas of
Tibctan Buddhism in thc future and
thercby sought to choose its own

Dalai Iama after the present one passes

lway.

The political machinations of
Chinese propaganda machinery should
not deceive the in ternatio n al
community. No matter how hard
Beijing tries, Tibctans will revere the
boy chosen by the Dalai [-ama as thc
lcgitimate onc. The Chinese
authoritics' actions in the
reincarnation of the Panchen [,ama
repr€sent yet another attempt to
wcaken the social, moral and religious
fabric of Tibetan lifc to further its
exploitation as a colonial possession.

Chinat abduction ofthe Panchen

Lama and denial of his religious
identity violatcs basic principles
enshrined in the general human rights
instruments such the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
(JDHR), the International Corrnant
on Civil and Political Righs (ICCPR)
and the International Covenanr on
Economic, Social and Cultural fughts
0cEscR).

The Tibctan Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) is

gravely concerned at the continued
enforced disappcarance and dctention
.of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his
parents. The Centrc call on the
government ofthe Pcople! Republic
ofChiru (PRC) to disclose their exact
whereabouts and allow independent
international bodies to visit Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima to verifr his health
and living conditions as recent blunt
statement made by Chine se

authorities on him living a good life
wasn't enough to convince the millions
of his followers. The Ccntre also
would like to recall the
recommendation made by the UN
Committce on thc Rights ofthc Child

(CRC) in 2005 that China: "Allow

an independent expert to visit and

confirm the well-being of Gedhun
Choelcyi Nyima while respecting his

right to privacy, and that of his

parents."

The Centrc also demand that any
rcstrictions currcntly imposed are

lifted immediately and that Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima and his family are

allowcd to rerurn to Tashi Lhunpo
Monastery-seat of the Panchen
Lamas, and receive religio us

education and training dcscrving of
hii religious post.

The Centre urges the UN Special

Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Bclief and the UN Working
Group on Enforced and Involuntary
Disappearances to intervene
rcgularly with the Chinese authorities

to ascertain the whcreabouts ofthc
outstanding case of Gedhun
Choelryi Nyima and his 6mily.

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:

. On 14 May 1995, His Holincss

the Dalai lama announccd that thc
then six-yean old Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima as the rcinrarnation of the
Xth Parchen Lama.

. Threc dap later, Gedhun Chockyi

Nyima and his parentr disapp€arcd
and havc ncver becn seen again.

. On 24Mty 1995 the government

ofPeoplct Republic of China issucd
a statement dcscribing the Dalai
Lamat proclamation as "illega.l and
invalid."
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. China proclaims another child to

be the real incarnation - an
unprecedented and bizarre act ofan
atheist state.

. Shortly after this announcement

Gcdhun Choekyi Nyima and his
6mily disappeared from their native
homctown without any information
about their whereabouts and well-
being.

. Chadrel funpoche, a former abbot

of Thshi Lhunpo Monastery seat of
Panchcn l:.ma, and Chairman ofthe
Search Committee for the
reincarnation of the )Oth Panchen
Lama and his assistant Champa
Chungla also disappeared from
Chengdu Airport in Sichuan
Provincc on 14 Mey 1995.

. On 21 April 1997, the Shigatse

Interme diate People's court
scntenced Chadre I funpoche to six
years of imprisonment. He was
charged with "plotting to split the
country'' and "leaking state secrets".

. He was accused ofworking for and

assisting thc Dalai l-ema in the search

for the XIth Panchen Lama. Though
Chadrel funpoche! six years' prison
tcrm expired on 16 May 2001, he
continues to be hcld under vinual
house arrest in Shigatse which is an

extendcd form of detention.

Biogrophy of former poliricol prisoner
Lhomo Kyob 

was interrogated and tonured for a ftw

Lhamo Kyab was bom to Mr. Dhargay

and Mrs. Dolma Kyab in 1979 in
Chunkama Towship, Machu Cotrnry,
Ganan Tibet Autonomorrs Region
(TAP), Gansu Province.

He was cngaged in family nomadic
chorcs from early in his drildhood and

he wx a hcrdsman bcfore coming to
India.
In onder to receive education and have

audience with the Dalai Iama, he fled
to Indiawith a chdlenging joumey for
more than a month with his wifc in
2@3.

After the trcacherous long journey, he

nas able o reach safely at NepalTibeun
Rcception Centre and later arrived at

Dharmasala Tibetan Reception Crnce,
home of exile government and the
rcsident of the Dalai Lama ofTibet.
He was send to Sherab Gasel lobling
a Tiansit School for newly arrived
Tibctan adults in Dharamasala after
havingan audiencewifi the Dalai lrrna
but he dropped Eom Tiansit School

afrer more than one a ysar. later on,
he worked as watch -"n "iNorbulingka institute and his wife got
job in a tailor shop.

In 2006, he returned to Tibet and

during his shon stay in Machu Counry
he shared information with local
Tibetans, unfonunately Chinese local

authorities suspected him and he wasnt

able to stay any more due to fear of
:uTest.

On 13 May 2006, Lhamo Kyab was

arested by Public Security Bureau
(PSB) officials and taken to PSB

Dercntion C-enue for interrogation. He

months in an attempt to force him to
confess his activities and motives.

Lhamo Kyab

After long period in Detention Centre
with hanh matment, he was sentenced

to three years imprisonment term on
charges of disseminati ng information
to the outsideworld wirh deprivation
of fours years political rights by rhe
Lhasa People's Intermediate Courr on
29 Mzrch 2007. He was then
nansfened to Lhasa Chuhul prison on
10 April 2007.

During his stay in Chushulprison, he
met Dolma Kyab, a well known
Tibetan writer, who is currently
serving prison term in the same prison.
He was soon pur in a separate prison
cell.

Hewas relcased Fom Chushul prison
after completing *uee years in prison
on 12 May 2009. The authorities told
him to go back to his native place.

However, Lhamo under the prctext of
visiting the geat monasteries in l^hasa

sought further pilgrimage visit to
Salq/a.

He fled from Sakya and escaped to
India. The is currently resides at
Dharamsda in nonh India

zAa
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Tibeton students stoged peoceful prolest in Mochu Gounty

Tibetan students in Machu
Coun ty, Kanlho 'Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture" ('TAP')
in Gansu Province have staged a

protest by students ofthe school
in mid March this year and this
had led to their latest protest.
The Tibe tan nationality Middle

The students have vowed to
carry on with more protests until
fulfillment of their demand.

t

Kyabchen Dedrol,Headmaster of the Machu Tibetan Nation-
ality Middlo School

Do Re, Assistant Head Master

Over the past few wceks, a setics
ofpeaceful protcsts were carried
out in Gansu Provincc
particularly by students of the
middle school and as of now
there is no information available
on the detention ofany studcnts
or staff me mbers of thc school
after the protest but it was said
that school is completely
cordoned off by armed police
and students were confined to
school compound, S tuden ts
were also barred from contacting
or meeting with the outsiders.

peaceful protest on 3 April 2010 school reportedly comprises
against the Chinese government about 1,500 students.
sacking their school he ads,
according to information received
by the Tibe tan Centre for Human
Rights and Dcmocracy (TCHRD)
from reliable sources.

The students of Machu Tibetan
Narionality Middlc School, in
Machu County, Kanlho "TAP",
Gansu Province, led by senior
students staged a peaceful protest
in the afternoon of3 April 2010.
According to the sourcc, the
students were infuriated by
Chinese authorities' firing of the
school's he admaste r, Kyabchen
Dedrol and two of his Tibetan
assistants; Do Re and Choekyong
Tsetcn from their job last month
following a pro-independence

Choekyong Tscten was known to
have been secretly whisked away
by Public Security Bureau (PSB)

officials and therc is no
information on his current
whereabouts. Following this, the
students approached the
concerncd Chincsc authorities in
Machu County and submitted
pctitions secking reinstatement
of the three sackcd school heads.
Thc students asserted in their
petition that they would stage
further protest if their demands
wcre not mct by the authorities,
and the latcst protest could be a

result o[ failure on the part of
authorities to hced the call by
students, according to the source.

4 HUMAN RIGHTS update .APRIL 20'10
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In another incident, the Chinese
PSB official authorities in Machu
County arrested a 40-year-old
Tibetan Ianguage te ach e r,
Topden, of Machu

Longuoge teocher qrresled in Mqchu,
whereobouts unknown

refusal to comply with the
Chinat "Patriotic re-education"

campaign in the monastery that
requires monks to denounce
their religious

Topden,40, a Tibetan Language Teacher

thar China is legally bound to
effectively ensure the physical
and psychological integriry of
all persons deprived of liberry
in accordance with
international human rights law.

The Centre is also seriously
preoccupied about the ir
arbitrary arrest as it appears to
be solely based on their peaceful

political and religious beliefs
and the exercise of their rights
to freedom of expression and
calls upon the government of
rhe PRC to order rheir
immediate and unconditional
release in the absence of valid
Iegal charges that are consistent
with international law and
standards, or, if such charges

exist, bring them promptly
before an impartial,
independent and competent
tribunal and guarantee thei r
procedural rights at all times,
including immediate and
unconditional access to a lawyer
of their choice.

Tibetan Nationality Primary
School on 28 March 2010 for
unknown reason. There is no
in fo rmatio n on his currenr
whereabouts since his arrest.

Topden was ordaincd monk and
joined Nyulra Ngenthok
Monastery after completing his
primary schooling. In year 2000,
he escaped into exile in India to
pursue his further studies after his

leader, the Dalai Lama. Unable
to tolerate the religious
repression he escaped into India
and continued his studies ar
Tibetan school in Dharamsala
until his return to Tibet in 2006
when he completed his studies.

TCHRD is gravely concerned
about the safety of Mr.
Choekyong Tseten and Mr.
Topden and recalls to the
competenr Chinese authorities

HUII4ANR|GHTSupdale . ApRtL 20j0 5
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Chinq orrests mon
Nyorong Counfy

Chinese Public Securiry Bureau (PSB)

officials in Nyagrong County (Ch:
Xinlong xian), Kardze "Tibe tan
Autonomous Prefecture ('ThP') in
Sichuan Province have arrested a

Tibetan monk named Abo Tashi, a

22-year-old of Guru Monastery for
his participation and taking
photographs during a protest rally on
8 April 2010, according to
information received by the Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights and
Democrary (TCHRD).

Abo Tashi was accompanied by Ti;ering
Gyatso, l9; Tsering r0flangchuk, 22;
of Guru Monasrery and Rinzin
Dorjec, a24 year-old from Jamchon
Monasrery in Nyarong Counry. All
four protesters were hailed from
Serwoe Village, Nyarong County,
Kardze "TAP".

The fourTibetan monks staged their
protest ar the county main market
square carrying banned Tibetan
national flag and chanted slogans and
thrown handwritten pamphlets
demanding "quick return ofthe Dalai
Lama to Tibet," "independence for
f-ibet," and "stop mining activities in
Nyarong." Following their protest,
around 500 localTibetans joined the
protest march in support. According
to source, sound ofguhshot fires were

heard during the protest and it cannot
be con0rmed whether it was fired in
the air to disperse the protesters or
onto the protesting Tibetans. As of
now th€re is no information on
Tibetan getting hurt in the incident.
Abo Thshi was detained by the PSB

o(ficials from the site while capturing

rhe event of Tibetan prorest in his

k ofter protest in

camera. There is no information on
his place ofdetention.

TCHRD is gravely concerned
about the safety ofAbo Tashi and
recalls to the competent Chinesc
authorities that China is legally
bound to effecrively ensurc rhe
phpical and psychological integriry
person deprivcd of liberty in
accordance with internarional
human rights law. The Ccntre calls
upon rhe government of the PRC
ro order his immediate and
unconditional release as his action
constitute nothing more than a

peaceful exercise of the
fundamental human rights.

More rhort 3O
Tibeton Primory
Students deloined,
one expelled in
Serlho County

Sertha County in Kardze (Ch:
Ganzi) "Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture" ('TAP') over the past

couple of months witnessed at least

eight cases ofprotesa by individuals
and group against the Chines-.
govemment and reporo ofTibetans
having been detained a.lso cmerged

from the area. In the latest case,

morc than thirty students of Khar
Primary School in Sertha County
were detained by the Chinese
security forces following minor
stone throwing incident that took
place after securiry forces paraded

monls in various places around the

counry. The names of the monks
cannot be confirmed at the momenr.

According to information provided
by the source, on 8 April 2010, the
Chinese security forces paraded rwo
monla on a vehicle, who were arrested

earlier for staging a protest, around
various places in Sertha County.
Sources told the Centrc thar the rwo
were severely bearen up by the security
forces while being paraded. On
reaching Khar Primary School area,

studens started protesting against the
security forces brutality and
humiliation of monks and they
sramed pelting srones on the securiry
vehicles and shouted slogans. Glasses

of the securiry forces' vehicles were
smashed and injuring few securiry
forces in the melee. Latcr students
wrote and pasted posters calling for
Tibct's independence around thc
school walls and on the teachcrs'
desks.

Following the incident more than
thirty Tibetan students of Khar
Primary school were detained by the
security forces. Although most oFthe
students were released after brief
dercntion, around l0 studena are still
being held. It was announced that the
remaining students wont be released

until they pay monetary fine of2000
Yuan each and sign surery letter by
their parents guaranteeing non
participation by their children in such

activities. The juveniles are currently
held at Sertha counry Public Securiry
Bureau (PSB) Detention Ce ntre.
Most of the detained were studenc
in their early teen.

Dhonyoe, a 16-year-old student of
class VI who participared in the
protest was expelled from the school.

Dhonyoe ha ils from Thatsi
Township, Sertha Counry. Following
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thc incident Khar Primary school
administration was fincd 10,000
Chincse Yuan for studen ts'
indiscipline. There is no information
on staff members expelled for thcir
failure to check the protest.

According to sources, eighteen
vehicles of Peoplet Armed Police
(PAP) were brought into Sertha
Counry as a measure to intimidate
thc residcnts thereby preventing the
escdation of the protest.

The Tibctan Centrc for Human
fughts and Democracy (TCHRD)
condcmns in strongcst terms ovcr
the dctcntion of juveniles and
expulsion of the class VI student
from school. The Centre calls on thc
govcrnment ofPeoplet Republic of
China for the immcdiate and
unconditional release of around ten
students who are still held at the
Counry PSB Detention Centre and
calls for the rcadmission of Dhonyoc
into school without any delay.

A lone prolester
colling for proper
ollocotion of
eorthquoke relief
qrrested
An cxileTibcan retumcc was arrcsad
on 2 May 2010 for staging e solo

prot€st in &ont of Tsuglakhang in
Lhasa, according to confirmcd
information rcccivcd &om reliablc
sourccs by thc Tibctan Centte for
Human fughts and Democracy
(rcHRD).

Samdup Gyatso, a 28-year-old was

arrested by around seven Public
Security Bureau (PSB) officials
during his briefsolo protest in front

of tuglakhang temple in Lhasa.
According to sources, at around l:20
PM (Beijing standard rime) during
the peak hour for religious activities
around the Tluglakhang temple,
Samdup Gyatso staged a lone protest
carrying banned Tibetan national flag
in hand and had another stitched on
the back of his shirt and shouted
slogans calling for the 'quick return
of thc cxiled Tibeun leader to Tibet,"
"release Panchen lama" and "proper
allocation and delivery ofeanhquake
relief reccived from international
donors to the much needed nomadic
communities in Kyegudo." He was
immediately arrested by PSB
officials and whisked offin a police
vehicle. There is no information on
his current whereabouts.

Samdup Gyabo

Samdup Gyatso was born in a

nomad 6mily in Haiyan Counry
Tinchang (Ch: Haibei) 'Tibetan
Autonomous Prcfecture" ('T?{?') in

Qinghai Province. He was a formcr
student ofSherab Gatsel lobling, a

Tiansit School for newly arrived
adult Tibetan refugees in
Dharamsala. Before that he was also

a mon[< of J abdrung Gartok
Monastery. Samdup came into cxilc
in Novcmbcr 2007 and studicd for
a yca! at Sherab Getsel Lobling
School. In March 2008, he retumcd

to Tibet via Tibet-Nepal border of
Dram and was arrested for carrying
sweral books ofspeeches by the Dalai
[,ama and subsequently detained at
Shigaae PSB Detention Centre For a

month. He was later shifted to
Drapchi Prison whcre he spent next
six months. He went back to his
hometown after his release from
prison in October 2008.

This was the second known case ofa
Tibeta n getting arresred in
connection with the recent
earthquake that devastated the
Tibetan areas of Kyegudo (Ch:
Yushufiegu) in Qinghai Province
killing thousand of Tibetans and
injuring tens ofthousands. Earlier on
23 April,Tagyal, arenowned Tibetan
writcr in Xning was arrested for
signing an open letter ofcondolence
to the victims of the disaster that
criticized the Chinese government's
handling of rhe earthquake relief
efforts. T'he open lemer was written
by a group of prominent Tibetan
intellecruals based in Xining, Qinghai
Province just three days after thc
earthquake. Tagral writes with the pen
name "Shogdung" (morning conch)
and worked for thc Nationalities
Publishing House in Xining.

TCHRD condemns in strongest
term over the arbitrary arrest of
Samdup Gyatso. His action
constitutes nothing more than a

pcaceful cxercise of fundamental
human rights enshrined in the
Constitution of the Peoples Republic
of China and other major
international human rights covenants

that PRC is a signatory. The Centre
bclieves the griwances expressed by
Samdup during thc protest repr€sent

views sharcd by a broad spectrum of
Tibctans in Tibct.
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Lhoso Court sentences one Tibetqn lo
deoth ond five to Iengthy prison terms

Lhasa Intcrmediate Peoplet Coun providing him help in Lscaping

sentcnced a Trbctan, Sonam Tbcring, ovcrseas.

to dcath with two ycars rcprievc and

fivc other Tibctans to lcngthy Sonam Tsering' 23 years old, was

imprisonment tcrms between 3 to 7 born toTi;ering Samdup (fadrer) and

year. in prison for sccrcdy hiding him Yangkyi (mother) in a scmi nomadic

ho- th. l"* 
"rforcemcnt 

agencics. family in Rachap Township, Payul

County, Kardzc 'Tibetan

On 25 May 2010 thc Lhasa Autonomous Prcfecture", Sichuan'

Intermediate Pcople's Court In late 2007 Sonam arrivcd in Lhasa

sentenced Sonam Tscring to death on pilgrimage and staycd back'

with two ycars repricve under aniclc Whcn popular protcst broke out in

289 nd 263 
"nd 

,h. othcr fivc Lhasa in March 2008, he took active

Tibctans ( Tashi Chocdon, IGlyo", participation in it' Sonam was

Yeshi Tsomo, Tayang, Tscwang arrcsted in mid October 2009 ' 17

Gyurmey) to i-piiro.rrn"rrt terns monds aftcr the Uprising in Lhasa'

b.t r"..., 3 to 7 ycars undcr Articlc

310 of the Criminal Law of the !7ith the passing ofdcath sentence
-Peoplct 

Rcpublic ofChina eccording on- Sonam Tseting' a total of sevcn

;;-ii;* i'.,.ning News (http:i Tibctans havc been given the capital

www.lasa-cve ni rrgrr.*r. "o* ' tn/ punishment ":9-::c, 
rctually

coaocr/uniflows/hJrrllt 2OlOtO5l25/ exccuted' Around 450Tibetans have

oitbz 4t.ht-). Thc offrcial mcdia bcen given various imprisonment

r*.".i U", S"tam was charged of tcrms for thcir participation in the

JiJ* -Ji."i it g the public Io riot pan-Tibet spring uprising agarnst the-

;;?M;.i t00"8. H" u,d""ook io*tnmcnt of Peoplet Rcpublicof

L"a.t irlp .f. in inciting hundreds Lhina' The spontaneous protest by

.if.pf"i.;",l"gbyr.tti"goo *d the Tibetans in venting.out a-built

.hlo, on fir. *d-ou.rturning policr uP resenunent ovcr decades offlawed

;iJ;;. ;i;;tddcd knifc i,iih' "i' pllicics bv thc govcmmcnt has been

-J loudly.hou,.d anti govcrnment dealt with iron-fistcd crackdown by

;;;;, ;,., a policelehicle' A thc govcrnment andits various law

,o|;;il"i 40 -illionyu.n "nfokm"rrt 
end judicid agencies.

ffiffi;;;;;;" L' 
'i"ti"g' 

Tht Thc govcmmcnt and its propaganda

oil;;;il;r*"' "h{'d of depaitmcnt ha1 bgn *P'"':9lI

...r..ty tiding him by providing i Paridng Fe PoPular.l tbetan uPnsmg

;dt";,placc;**,tdtarnind"l'd with an image of criminal activities

to the intcrnational communiry'

cox?lxT
-Lha3a Courl s6ntenccs ona Tibcten lo
d€ath and frve to lengilhy prBon term! (pg

1)
- China arrost sh monks in early moming
raids in Jomda ( pg 2)

-Chinese polic€ open firs on Tibetan
protesteE in Lab.ang (Pg 3)

-Chins rsnevrr mining operation in

Ma*ham County (Pg 3)

-China intmduc€d a nsrY rul6 lo prevent
printing and photocopying sorYicr in
Lhasa (pg 4)

-Two Tibotsm arEtad in Seihr tor
prote3t (Pg 4)

-A llbetan leacher sentenced lo 15 years

in Nagchu (pg 5)
-China bans evrdence from todure in the

Oetention Centre (Pg 5)

ICHNO AgTTvlflES BUBETIN

-TCHRD condusts talk 3eri€s on upcoming

election ol exil6 l€aders and current

human righls scenario lnside Tibet (pg 6)

-Talk al Ori€ntaion Program (Pg 7)
.15 yo8rs lncommunicado detention of
Panchen Lama (Pg 7)
4entr€ addrols on vrorkshop (Pg 7)

-Talk at LoadeBhiP Training Programme
(p9 7)

Sonam Tsering
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Chinq orrest six monks in eorly morning rqids in Jomdo
Four monla of'Wara Monastery in
Thangpu Township, Jomda
County (Ch: Jiangda xian) in
Chamdo Prefecture, "Tibet
Autonomous Region" ('TAR') were
arrcstcd on l5 May under suspicion
ofleading and instigating protcst at
the county headquarters in Spring
2008 and rwo othcr officid monla
of the same monasterywere arrested
on Sunday for their failure to
tducate' the monks under 'Patriotic
education' campaign, according to

whom thc PSB ofticials werc looking
for could not be traced in the
monastcry and was later arrested fiom
his home. All the four monls were
students of Buddhist philosophy at
rVara Buddhist College that comes
under ltr?'ara Monastery. The four
monks are currcndy detaincd atJomda
County PSB Detention Centre.
On 16 May (Sunday) morning, the
PSB officials came again to Wara
Monastery and detained rwo senior
monks: Sonam Gonpo a.k.a Soegon,

leader, the Dalai Lama'. According
to sources, many of the Wara
Monastery's monks were in the
forefront during the 2008 prorests
in Jomda Counry when they were
blocked by the People's Armed
Police (PAP) from advancing
towards the main counry market to
proceed with their protest.

At the beginning of this year, a

novice monk, Jamyang Palden, 14,
was detained twice and releascd after
Lrndergoing rorture ro exrract
confession for his role in 2008
protest at Jomda. He was detained
for more rhan a week on both
occasions at the Jomda Counry PSB

De ten rion Centre. Similarly,
Gvaltse n, 16, was also de teine d
under susprcion of pasting and
disrributing b1. the lare Panchen
Lama to Tibetans <luring the 2008
protest. He was released after a week
of interrogarion at the PSB
derention centre.
TCHRD condemns in strongesr

terms over the arbirary detention of
lVara monla. The Centre calls upon
the Chinese authorities ro
immediately and unconditionally
release the detained monks and
guarantee in all circumstances the
physioJ and psychological integri ry
of detained monls. The Chinese
authorities shou.ld put an end to all
acs ofharassment against the monks
so that thry are able to carry out their
religious srudies without hindrances.

A partial panoramic view of Wara Monastery
confirmed information received by 40, and Tagyal,2'9. Th. duo, *...
rhe Tibe tan Centre for Human k ro*, to h.Ir. been arrested for their
fughr and Democrary (TCHRD). failure to ,,educate', 

the monks of theA total of six monks of Wara monastery under,.patriotic education,,
Monastery were arresred during campaign launched at the beginning
early mo_rning raids carried out by ofApril10Og. There is no information
scores of Chinese Public Securiry onwhere the two monks are currently
Burcau (PSB) officials at the held.
monks' residence on Saturday and
Sunday. On 3 April 200g, monks of Vara

^9" 
1l Y"v (Saturdry),Thinley, Mo'"rt..y i" i.;;; County

25, and Nangsey, 27, were arrested confronted and chrU.r,g.i ,t . ,*.rt
l::::Y::",1 whereas. Soegon, team' from carrying Ju, ,p",rio,i.
zo, was a-rrestcd tor sounding alarm education, campaigriby saying ,e.,ren

on the arrival of pSB into the at rhe cost of oir. tiu.r'*. *i n.u.,monastery. Kclsang Gyurmey, 29, defame and d.nour.. ou, ..ligiou,
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Chinese police
open fire on
Tibeton protesters
in Lobrong

According to reliable information
rcceived by the Tibctan Centre for
Human Rights and DemocracY on

17 May 2010, Chincsc Police
opcned fire into a crowd unarmcd

protesters against a cemcnt factory

which local Tibetans accuse of
polluting the local environment and

obstructing theh ieligious sentiment.

Cement Factory L.bEng, (Pnoto: lcT)

local Tibetans from 7 villages have

joindy signed a petition stating their

disappointment over the pollution
caused by 'Amdo Ccment Factory'

in Madang Township, Xahe CounrY

(Labrang) in the traditiond Tibetan

province of Amdo, Gannan "Tibet

Autonomous Prefecture", Gansu

Province. They have also claimed

that location of the factory is built

on a site ofreligious significance'

According to the rePorts, local

Tibctans &om village wcre rcbuilding

the road leading to Yarshul (Ch:

Yaxiu) village which had becn made

inaccessible from a road blockcd by

the Chincse authorities to er<pand the

factory. Thcre for tcnsion rosc highcr

among local Trbetans and authorities

"ft.r 
ih" road was built bY the

villagcrs.

Thc cadrcs from Madang TownshiP

and police officers warncd them to
ccase the construction of road and

also the hcad of thc County askcd

them to withdraw from thc site

threitcning to takc action if theY

didnt allow the factoryt vchicles to

Pass.
Although villagcrs started to
withdraw from the site according to

the 15 minutes warning, but the

police opened fire, according to

source.

Chinq renews
mining operolion
in Mqrkhqm
Counly

On 15 May 2010, China renews

mining operations on a mountain

called Ser Ngul Lo in Markham
Counry Chamdo Prefecturc, Tibet

Autonomous Region (TAR), where

Chinese mining operation was halted

last ycar due to strong opposition by

the local Tibetans according to the

confirmcd information received bY

Tibetan Centre for Human Rights

and Democracy (ICHRD)'

More than a thousand ofvillagers in
Markham County have renewed

protests against mining opcration on

mountain, despite heavY military
prescnce in the arca.

According to sources, at least five

protesters, including two women,

werc injured during the

demonstration as Chinese military

forces beat up and used tcar gas to

dispersc thc large crowd' One of the

protcsters among five, attcmPted to

kill himsclf with a brokcn botdc, a

sourcc said.

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
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According to thc same sourccs, it will
bc very difficult to prevent the
mining as thcrc are alrcady about fire

thousand troops dcployed in
Tsongshen and more re inforcements

are expected.

In May 2010, Four Tibetan
busincssmen and a monk from
Markharn were kept in a dctcntion
Centrc in Lhasa, and eight others

were detained in the Sichuan
provincial capiml, Chengdu, during
their journey to petition according

to sources.

1{ll of those detained were Tibetan

businessmen and leading figures who

successfully blocked thc Chinese

mining company in 2009," source

said.

Ths view of SBr Ngul Lo, Markham
County (photo: RFA)

At least 13 Trbetans were reportedly

detained on the same day when the

TAR ordercd the mining comPanY

to resum€ its activities in the three

major sitcs in Markham, according

the sourccs.
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Authoritics in thc Tibct capitd Lhasa
havc introduccd new rule to restrict
access to prinring and photocopying
serviccs which was announccd at the
meeting oF the managcment of the
ciryt reprography sector held on 10
May 2010, according to thc Lhasa
Evening News rcport.

The new rules laid down by
the Chinese
as follows:

government are

Thc opcraton ofprinting and
photocopying businesses

must bc checked by the
police and relevant
authoritics, and each and
cvery comPutcr users must
havc permanent residence in
the city or they should havc
acquircd rcmporary residence.

The opcrators arc required to
have rcal-namc rcgistration
q/stcm.
Thosc who usc the scrviccs to
rcproducc printed or wriften
materials will havc to show
their ID cards and thcir
names, addrcss and ID
numbcn which arc rcgistercd,
Thc number of copies made
should be taken down.
Police is rcquircd to check out
thc qualifi cation of opcrators
and regularly cxamine the
effectiveness of the new
mcasurcs bcing implcmentcd.
In casc such operators are
found to bc involved in illcgal

activitics will shut down
their business and he must
take rcsponsibilities their
busines will bc shut down
and they must take
responsibility in accordance
with thc law, according to thc
China Daily reported.

Two Tibetqns
orrested in Sertho
for prolest
On l6 May 2010, Chincse policc
arrested two Tibetans in Scrtha
County, Kardze Tibct
Autonomous Prefccture, Sichuan
Province after protcsts in the
Counry according to confirmed
information reccived by the
Tibetan Ccntre for Human Rights
and Democracy (TCHRD).

Kaldcn and Sonam of Khekor
Village, Scrtha County were
arrestcd by thc policc aftcr protests
took placc calling for " Human
Rights in Tibct" and thc swift
return of the exilc Tibetan lcadct
Dalai Lama to Tibct. On the samc
day, they pastcd lcaflcts on walls
in the street with written demands
and also threw leaflets in the air.

The two Tibctan arrestecs arc
currently kcpt in thc County
detention Center.
Their family mcmbers and
relatives attempted to visit them
but failed to do so as authoritics
refused their requests.

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRAC

Chinq inlroduced o new rule to prevenl
printing ond photocopying seryices in
Lhoso

1

2

3

4

5

According to the dcputy policc chief
ofthe Lhasa policc bureau as per his
statement at the prcss confcrencc
after rhc March 14 uprising in Lhasa
in 2008, Tibctan separarists
constandy printed and photo copied
banncrs and pamphlcs with illegal
contcnt which wcrc uscd during the
demonstrations in Lhasa.

Chincsc authoritics arrcsted Paljor
Norbu, an 8 I -year-old Tibetan
traditional printer under thc
allcgation of printing "prohibited
matcrials," including thc banned
Tibctan National flag and other
things after thc six moth long major
anti-govcrnment unrest in thc
Tibctan capital, Lhasa, in March
2008.

In November that samc ycar, paljor
was scntenced to seven ycars in
prison without public
announ@ment and his current
where about arc unknown to his
6mily and relatives.
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A Tibetqn teocher
sentenced to I5
yeors in Nogchu
According to thc report on sitc of
Dcpartmcnt of Information and
Intemational Relation (DtrR), Central

Tibctan Administration (CTA), in
May 2010 a Tibetan woman teecher

was arrcsted from her room in the staff
quartcrs wherc shc was tcaching
voluntarily in a School in the nomad
arcas she was takc from hcr rcsidcncc

in thc middlc of the night by the

Chinesc sccrct scrvice after hcr facc

was covcrcd with a rcd cloth. Chinesc

secret scrvicc sccrctly took her to
Samye Dctcntion Ccntre, Lhasa, afur
ransacking hct entirc housc and thcy
didrit orplain thc reason ofher sudden

arrcst to hcr relativcs.

Mrs. Lhamo Kyab was sentenccd to
1J yca.r imprisonment with
accusation ofactively involving in thc

unrest in Tibet in 2008, by Lhasa

Pcoplc's Intermcdiate Coun whcrc shc

was dcnicd hcr right to a fair trial.

Mrs. Lhamo Kyab was born to Mr.
Dhondup, in a family of Nyenpa
Tlang Shc was educatcd at thc Nagchu

Primary and Middle School. Shc

finishcd hcr Teachcr Tiaining coursc

in Nagchu Tcacher Tiraining Centrc.
Shc was a scnior tcacher in Nagchu

Primary School and taught Trbctan

and Chinesc language and
Mathcmatics for more than 25 ycars

in the School from 1982. Shc retitcd
from hcr job in 2007. Thc local
pcoplc rcspectcd hct dcdication in lift
to prcscrvc Tibetan culturc and
identity. Shc was vcry popular among

Tibctans in Nagchu County bccausc

of hcr cnthusiasm and dcdication in
prcscrving Tibetan culturc.

China has stated that cvidcnce
obtaincd through torture or durcss

is illegal and inadmissible in coun
after a convicted murdercr was set

&ee because his victim turned out to
be alivc.

Chinese govcrnment issued two set

of procedures - the first covcrs
evidencc in cases subjcct to the death

penalry and thc second rules on
evidence obtained under duress in all

criminal cascs.

Thc ncw regulations postcd on the

central governmcntt website , made

it clear that evidcnce with unclcer

origins, confcssions obtained
through torturc, and tcstimony
acquircd drough violcne and thrcas

arc invalid.

Thc new rcguladon includcs how
death pcnalty cascs should be

reviewcd including a nrle that illegdly

obtaincd should be invalid.
Second nrlc pcnains to guidclincs on

how cvidenccs should be obained in
criminal cascs, whic.h explicidy bans

thc usc of forcc or intimidation on
dcftndents and wimess.

Thc nrlings arc very imponant fot
dcath pcnalty cases wherc a flawcd

rystem has led to the dcath ofseveral

criminal susp€cts by torturc in
detcntion ccntres.

Chincse officials were so

cmbarrassed in the case of Zhto
Zuohaj,57 ,who was put in jail for
I I years for murder of a man who
was not cvcn dead. He says, hc was

beaten until he confessed.

Chincse authoritics arcsted thrcc
police officer, who accused of
tonuring Zhao and the chicfjustice
who presided ovcr the case was

suspended until furthcr
investigation,

l*gal expenZhto Bingzhi told thc

sate-run China Daily that it was the

first time a "qrstcmatic and cleat

regulation' had been given on the
issuc.

"Previously we could only infer
from abstract laws that illegal
cvidence is not a.llowed. But in
rcaliry, in many cases, such cvidencc

was considered valid," hc said.

'This is big progress, both for the

lcgal system and for bctter
protection of human rights, It will
hclp reducc the number of
cxecutions."
"Thc issuc of illegally obtained
cvidcncc has long been a

controvcrsid one in China and now
thcy madc a big stcp forward in rhis

rcspcct," said En Yu, a law professor

at Rcnmin University law School

who spccializes in thc judicial
s)'stcm.

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Chinq bons evidence from torlure in
the Detention Centre
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"Since thc systcm was not perfect,

the standards on reinforcing the law
wcre not unified and thc law
exccutors wcrc not cqually
compcrcnt. Problems occurred in the

handling ofcascs and thcy should not
be ignored," according to a

statcment on the wcbsite.

The rcgulation was relcased jointly
by thc Suprem Pcoplc's Court,
Suprcm Peoplet Procuratorate, the
Ministcry of Public Sccuriry the

Ministcry of Statc Security and the
Ministry ofJustice.
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Tolk series on lhe 2011 elections I

The Tibctan communiry in exile
braces two imponant elections in
201 1. The Tibetan people will elect
is new Kalon Tiipa (Prime Minister)

Parliamentarians. Additionally
three separate educational postcrs
themed on the elections were

produccd to maximisc thc outreach
in thc illitcrate population.
The Executive Dircctor, Mr, Urgcn
Tcnzin, and thc Assistant Dircctor,
lv{r. Jampa Monlam, kick stancd thc
talk scrics in Mclcod Ganj,
Dharamsala, on 21 March 2010. On
24 March 2010, the Tibetans in
Darjceling, \[est India, were given a
talk at the Tibetan Self Hclp
Handicraft Ccntre. On 28 and, 29
March, talks wcrc delivercd to the
Tibctan residents in Kalimpong and
Gangtok. The central India Tibctan
settlements in Orissa, Bandara and
Meinpat wcre covercd on 3rd, 8th
and 11th April 2010. Tiberan
sctdcments in South India namely
Kollegal, Hunsur, Bylakuppe and
Mundgod werc visited on 16th,
l8th, 20th and 26th.April 2010
respectively.

Local people reading centrc's poster

and parliamentarians to thc 15th
Tibetan-Padiamencin-Exilc (TPIE).
In light of this imponant landmark
in Tibctan democracy, the Tibcran
Cenrc for Human Right and
Democracy (TCHRD) conductcd a

talk scries in cleven major Tibctan
settlements in India betwccn 2l
March - 26 April 2010.

In ordcr to reach max.imum audicncc
with a clear-cut messagc of
significance of the impending
elecrions, the Centre produccd
scparate cducational booklcts in
Tibctan language about thc elcction
of Kalon Tiipa and thc 15th TPIE

-1 6 HUttANRtcHTSupdata. MAY 2O1O
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An audience ask question during the
talk serie

Gangtok

lllundgod

fuound 2000Tibetans attended the

talks in the various settlements. Thc
rcsidents in these far flung
setdements also got the opportunity
to learn firsthand about the human
rights situation inTibct through the

visiting TCHRD executives. The
audicnce in the settlcmcns raised

many pertincnt questions on the
clections espccially technical
questions surrounding thc elcctions.

The Centre wishcs to thank all ihc
pcoplc who offered their g€ncrous

help in organisation and logistics in
making thc talk series a succcss.

Tolk ol Orientotion
Progrom

On 7 May 2010, Mr. Jampa
Monlam, Assistant Director was

invitcd by Highe r Tibetan
Scholarship Comminee to give a talk
on current human rights siruation in
Tibet to a group offibetan studens
who have bccn selected for further
study in Univcrsities of the U.S.
under the guidance of Departmcnt
of Education (CTA), at Lhapka
Tsering Hall Department of
Information and International
Relations (DIIR).
latcr he answered dl the peninent
questions raised by thc Tibetan
studens.

l5 yeors lncommunicodo
delention ol Ponchen Lomo

On 17 May 2010, Mr. Jampa
Monlam, gave detail account on
current human rights situation in
Tibet in front of a large crowd of
Trbctans gathcred during for I 5 ywan

incommunicado dctcntion of l ld
Panchcn Lama Gcndun Chockyi
Nyima at the main Tcmple
(Tsulakhang). The event was
organizcd by the Tibetan Youth
Congrcss bascd in Dharamsala.

VOT Ponel Descussion

On 25 May 2010, Mr. Jampa
Monlam, Assistant Director, was

invited as a spcaker during pancl
discussion on current human rights
situation in Tibet, organized by the

Voice of Tibet (VOT) at Hall of
Library ofTibctan !(ork and Archive
(LI\fA), Gangchen Kyishong,
Dharamsala.

Cenlre qddress on
workshop

Mr. Jampa Monlam, Assistant
Director, was invited to speak on
current humf,n rights situarion in
Tibet to a group ofTibetan college

students who attended the worlahop
at staff mess Hall, Gangchen
Kyishong, Dharamsala on 27 May
2010, organized by Tibetan
Parliament and Poliry Search Centre.

Tolk ot Leodership
Troining Progromme

Mr. Gnzin Norgay, Personnel for UN
Affairs, delivered a talk on the UN
human rights mechanisms and ttre
quest of Tibet in the United Nations
to a group oFTibetan college studena

on25 May 2010. The students who
numbered around 60 had come from
various universities in India to attend

a leadership training programme in

Dharamsala organized by the Delhi
based Tibetan Parliamentary and

Policy Research Centre. Mr. Norgay
presentcd the United Nations and its

chaner and rcaty based human rights

protection qntcm to thc studcnts. He
also talked in depth about Tibet's
quest lt thc UN presenting a historical
account as well as the currenr
strategies, At the end of the session

he fielded numerous questions from
thc studens who were interested to
learn the status of Panchen lamat
casc in thc UN, philosophical debate

betwecn importance of civil and
political rights as compared to
economic, social and culturd rights,
Chine's role in the UN etc.
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ll mdeltreGd, kindty rctun lo:

Tibelan Cenfe for Human Righls and Democracy
Iop Fbo, NaturE Building

Gangch€n Kyid'orE
DhralBda'176215
H.P INDIA

Effil:yardmng@tchrd.org, offc€@tchrd.org; Website:ww.tchrd.org;
Ph:O9l lE92 n3%3r2fi74, F?,.22il74

Reg. no: HP/DMA/105 12008-2010

Tho Tibstan C€ntrB for Human Rllhts and D6moc.acy (rCHRD) is an indgpendent
cenlrs which aim3 to promots and protec{ human righE and a domocratic polity
lor Tibet. lt attempts lo sducato Tibetans on human righis principlss and to work
wilh oth3r human rights and democracy groups as part of a woidMde molEmsnt
towards the!. ends. TCHRD i! r€gbtered under the lndien Societies Registration
Ac{ 21 of 1860 in 1996.

It you would lite to subscribo to TCHRD'S monlhly Human Rights update or to
order ono ot our publicaiions, please send your name and postal details
(including 6.m8il) lo our offica.

Partial lirt of TCHRD publications:

.The Nsxt Generation:Tho State of Education i, Iib€t Ioday (1997). Behind
Bars: Prison Conditions rh f,De, (1998) . Ctosing the Doors:R6/,gious
RepGssion in Tibet (1998).ConvenUon on the Nghts of the Chrld (Tibetan
Tran . Etion) (1 998).Democ6c't .An Educatioo Booklet ( 1 998). Fearle$ Voices:
Accounts ol Tibolan Fomer Polilical Prlsorers (1998).Human Rights:/4,
Educalion Booklel (1998).A Gude to Human Rigrts (1999).,4 gude to
Denocncy (1999).Talos ol feror:Totlurc in nbet (19991.8tufrn9 paper fot
t/awlla,rs to firrel (1999) .Torture and lll-Treatment in Tibet (2000). Racial
Diecrimination in Tlbel (2000). lmpoverishing Tibotans:Ct nab,awed economic
policy (2OOOI. Destruction of Sedhar lnsitute : A Special Repon e002)
Oispossessed: Land ard Housitg Righls inTiD€t(2002) ' Strike hard Campaign:
Chind's crackdown on politicdl dissidence (2004) . Stats of education in
Tib€l: A human ights perspecfw l2O0"1, , Kuxitv: TonuE in Tib€t (2005) .
DoEth Penalty in China (2005) . lntemalional Bill of Hum.n Right! (2005).
TCHRD 199G2006:A Decade otHuman Righb Rsseardr. Reihr6y and Chhs's
Dovolopment Strat€gy in Tibst: A Tal6 of Two Economicr . PrEomrs of Tib€t .
Annual Reporl I Human Rigns Situalon in Irrol (1996 - 2008\ .Upnsing in
fil€tan 20OB , Bdefing peper for tewllers to Tibet

orn an swt
TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concem
and participation make a difference. Your
support could instillfaith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Joln hands with TCHRD
BECOME A MEMBER

Your benefits end nspontibililios
v You'll receive free ofcost ourHumrD
Rights update
, All our publicatons will be sefltfor free upon r€quest

v You'll receive a membership card
, You canjoin ourcampaigns
, Annual membership lee:
Rs. 100/- for members within lndia
US$ 201 for student members oubide lndia

US$ 401 for non-student rnembers oubide lndia

Pbase emailus at o,tico@tcrld.o/g or wdte to us on

our address for fur$er informatiofl
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On 24June 2010, a Chinese higher
Court sentenced a Tibe tan
envi ron mcntalist and a model
philanthropist to a 15 year prison
term on charges ofgrave robbing and
dealing in looted antiquiries,
according to information received by
the Tibetan Centre for Human Righs
and Democrary (TCHRD). He had
been detained by Chinese authorities
on 3 January 20 I 0 and has since been
held in detention.

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 10

midnight ot 24 June, lawyer Pu
Zhiqian told The Associated Press.

Karma Samdrup (photo:High Peak Pure
Earth)

"I want to appeal, I have ro appeal,"
Karma Samdrup's wife , Zhenga
Cuomao, (Dolkrr Ti;o) quore d him
as saying after the verdicr was handed

down ar the courr in remore Yanqi
counry in rhe Xin jiang region
adjoiningTibet.

Pu complained ofirregularities in the
trial, including wi tnesses who
testified against Karma Samdrup that
defense attorneys did not recognize.

Karma Samdrup's wife and lawyers

have accused police oftonuring him
in custody. In his statement to the

Chino Sentences o Tibeton Activist for
l5 Yeors in Prison

Chinese authorities are exercising
extremely tight controls overTrbetan
intellectuals-an echo of che massive

securiry crackdown following rioting
in the capital, Lhasa, in 2008.

Charges against Karma Samdrup
were instigated after he voiced
suppoft for his two brothers who
were detained for accusing local
ofiicials in eastern Tibet ofpoaching
endangered species. Thc revived
charges stem from an incident in
1998 involving the purchase of
allegedly looted artifacts, for which
Karma was briefly detained but never

charged. The charges were not
pursued until this year.

Karma Samdrup was sentenced to a
l5 year prison term with deprivation

of political rights for five years and

fined 10,000 yuan ($1,500) after a

three-day trial which lasted until

-Chinese Authorities Enforce a Broader
Cracldown on Tibetan Cultural FigurBs ( pg
2)

.China Sentences a Tibelan activit for 15
years in prison (pg I )

-TCHRD commorates 13th UN tntemalional
Oay in Support of Victms of Torture (pg 4)

-3 more Tibetan Monks Arresled in Jomda
County (pg 5)

-China Bans Religious Practice in Tibetan
Schools in TAR (pg 6)

-Tibetan Writer Freed from Dentention Cenlre
(ps 6)

-Three Tibeta Write6 Severely Bealen by
Chinese Polic€ (pg 7)

-Ibetan Arests in Pslyul County (p9 7)
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court, he said that during months

of interrogation, ofiicers bcat him,

deprived him ofslecp for daYs and

drugged him with a substance that

made his eycs and ears bleed, said

the sourcc.

Dolkar Tso (Chinese : Zhenga
Cuomao) said "l cannot rccognize

him anymore. I can only recognize

his voice." He used to bc so tall, so

strong,... Now he looks so fragile ."

Karma Samdrup was recognized as

thc philanthropist of the Year in

2006 by the Chinese state, the

dedications forwhich was broadcast

in CCTV. He a.lso received several

awards from abroad for his
achievements and conscrvation
activities. Pu said that the allegations

stem from purchases that Karma

Samdup made of carpets, wooden

anihcts and other antiques at a shop

in Urumqi, the capital of Xiniiang'
He added that Karma Samdrup

bought the items because he was

intcrested in them as a collector, but
did not know that they had bcen

plundercd from graves in the region.

Karma Sam&upt younger brother,

Chime Namgyal, is reportedly
serving a 2l-month sentence in a

labor camp on the vague charge of
harming national securiry. His older
brothcr, Rinchen Samdrup, was

scheduled to be tried on a similar
charge on the appointed day, but
that date has been postponed.

(Portlon of thlt aralcle aro credltad
ao NY flmas)

Three Tibetans brothers were facing

the problem ofincarcrration in Tibet

becausc Chinese authorities accused

them ofdong illegal activities in the

Counry; they were pillars of their
community who steered clcar of
politics. Mr. Karma SamdruP had

become a rich philanthroPist and

planned to donate Part of his
immense Tibctan art collection to a

state run museum.

This month, however, Mr. SamdruP,

42, appeared frail and gaunt after six

months in police custodY on

accusations of grave robbing and

dealing in looted antiquides, a charge

that had becn originally dropped 12

years ago by the policc.

According to his friends and relatives,

Karmat real crime was to save his

brothers from labor camp and torture

and rheir punishment for accusing a

local police chief of hunting protected

animals in a Tibetan nature Preserve.

Tibetan Centre for Human fughts
and Democrary (TCHRD) considers

that such prosecution ofMr. Samdrup

and his brothers is part of a broader

assault on prominent Tibetans around

China-a campaign that has sent a

chill through a community that once

thought itself immune to the heavy

hand of Beijing.

Karma Samdrup and his brothers'
cases might not haY€ been noticed
outside Tibet if it were not for thc
stature of Mr. Samdrup, a darling of
the official media whosc organization
has won grants from Ford Moror,

Friends of the Earth and a

foundation run by the film star Jet

Li.

Rlchsn Samdrup (Photo: Woeser blog)

Those who are following Mr.
Samdrup's predicament said the

authorities wcre simPlY trYing to

silence him. "Even by Chinese legal

standards, the prosecutiont case is

thin at best," said Nicholas Bcquelin,

a resea-rch€r at Human fughts I0Tatch

in Hong Kong. "Expcricnce tells us

the outcome has already becn

decided."

The Chinese government has

stepped up the targeting and
imposed more restrictions and

control on groups of artists,
intellectuals, students, and business

people sinc the spring 2008 protest

in Lhasa which spread like wild fire
into a.ll regions ofTibct. Scores of
intellectuals and cultuml figurcs have

been detained and sentenced to
prison on charges ofsubvening state

power or seeking to 'tplif Tibet
from mainland China.

Since spring the uprising in 2008,
the Chinese communist government
authorities have arrested or sentcnced

numerous Tibetan anists and singers

including, Tashi Dhondup, a

popular young singer, who was sent

to a labor camp for 15 months for

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUIVAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Chinese Authorities Enforce q Broqder
Crockdown on Tibeton Gulturol Figures
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T.rhl Dhondup

performing songs from his album
entitled "Torture without a Tiace"
which was released in October 2009
and promptly banned.

A prominentTibetan writer tagyal,
47, (pen name Shogdung), an editor
at a state-run publishing house in

Qinghai Province was arrested on 23

April and his whereabouts have been

unclear since then. Chine ss

authorities seized Shogdung within
days of him signing an open lerter
criticizing the Chinese authorities'
handling ofthe emergency response

to the 14April 2010, 7.1 magnitude
earthquakc that struck the Tibetan
area of Kyegundu (Yushu Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture). Howeve r,

it is widely believed that his arrest

stems from his newest book entitled
"The Linc be tween Sky and Earth,"
which describes Tibet as a 'place of
terror."

Kunchok TseDhel
Kunga Tseyang, pen'name Gangnyi
(gangs nyi: 'Sun of rhe snow') is a

leading thinker, blogger,
photographer and environmentalist
acrivist of the intellectual "new

gen€ration" movement. A monk
fiom the labrang monastcry Kunga
Tseyang traveled widely inTrbet and

photographed the environmental
degradation aking place on the Tibet
plateau. He was arrested on 17
March 2009 and sentenced to five
years in prison on 17 November
2OO9 by the higher court in Golog
Amdo, Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecturc, Qinghai Province. He
wrote an essay entitled '\rho are the

ReaI Splitists?".

Dhondup Wangchen

Beijing Olympic Games. He was

sentenced to a six years prison term.

Karma Samdrup, a model
philanthropist was arrested on 3

January 2010 and sentenced to l5
years in prison on 24 June 2010 on
charges ofgrave robbing and dealing
with antiquities. He is a noted
philanthropist with much generosiry

who lavished money on numerous
charitable causes.

Karma Samdrup encountered
trouble when his two younger
brothers, Rinchen Samdrup and

Jigme Namgyal criticized a police
ofticial, who led a hunting parry into
a nature preserve. His brothers staned

their own environmental group,
which tried to bring public attention
towards illegal hunting of animals.
His two brothers were jailed in
August 2009.

According to the International
Campaign for Tibet ('ICT'),
Chinese authorities have arrested or
detained more than 50 Tibetan
intellectuals and cultural figures,
including poets, bloggers,
songwriters, e nvironme ntalists, film
makers, and artists. Fears are

mounting that the Chinese
authorides are targeting such people

to suppress intcllectual and artistic
freedom.

Kunga Tsayang

A well known Tibetan film maker

Dhondup Wangchen, was detained

in March 2008 after making a

documentary film entitled "lraving
Fear Behind." He interviewed
Tibetans in Trbetan areas of Qinghai,
who expressed their views on the

Dalai Lamai and thc upcoming
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Tagy.l orShogdung

Kunchok tephel, a goYernmcnt-
employcd environmentalist, was

sentenced to15 years in prison for
"disclosing state secrets" after he was

accused ofwriting about the spring

uprising inTibet on his website.
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TCHRD Commemorotes 13th UN
Support of Victirns of Torlure

lnternolionol Doy in

were subjected to inhumane ronure.
The Centre is highly concerned
about the well-being and safery of
the prisoners of conscience and

detainees involved in the recent spate

of protests.

Recently China isucd new nrles that

make it clear that evidence with
unclear origins, confession obtained
through torture, and testimony
acquired through tonure and threats

are invalid in crimind prosecutions
and such evidence would be throvm
out in death penalty cases that are

under appeal. This is the first time
that Beijing has explicidy stated that
evidence obtained under torture or
duress is illegal and inadmissible in
court. The government issued two
ne\rr' sets of procedures-the first
covers evidence in cases subject to
the death penalry and the second

governs evidence obtained under
durqs in all crimind cases. However,

recent cases illustrare that
convictions in the Chinese coun
system are strongly dependent on
confessions, motivating police
forces to use torture. Fcr instance,

Karma Samdrup, a Tibetan
e nvironme ntalist once praised and
named philanthropist ofthe year in
20OG by state broadcaster CCTV,
was sentenced to 15 years in prison,
deprivation of political rights for
five years and fined 10,000 yuan (g

1,500) on flimsy charges of grave
robbing and dcaling in looted
antiquities. In his statement to the
court, he said that during months
of interrogarion, ofiicers bcat him,
deprived him ofslecp for days on
end, and drugged him with a

substance that made his cyes and ears

The Unitcd Nations has designated

26 Junc as the Intcrnational Day in
Support of Victims of Torture and
today marla the l3th anniversary of
the day. Attaching importance to this
annivcrsary, the Tibetan Centrc for
Human Rights and Democracy
(ICHRD) commcmorates the day to
stand in solidarity wirh the victims
oftorture and recognize the pain and
suffering of victims and survivors of
torture throughout the world. The
day reminds us that torture is a crime
and provides us with an opportuniry
to stand united and voice our opinion
against torture, a cruel violation of
human rights and human digniry.

Adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1984, the UN
Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CAT)
entered into force on 26 June 1987.
It was an imponant step in the much-
needed procrss of globa.lizing human
rights and acknowledging that
torture , and all forms of inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,
are absolutely and universally illegal
and should not be condoned. There
can be zero tolerance for torture. In
1997, rhe United Nations General
Assembly decided to mark this
historic date and designated 26 June
each year as the International Day in
Support of Victims of Torture. The
Convcntion obliges States to make
torture a crime and to prosecutc and
punish those guilty of it. It notes
explicitly that neither higher orders
nor exceptional circumstances can
justiS torture.

The Pcoplet Republic of China
(PRC) signed and ratified the UN
Convention Against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Tieatment or Punishment (CAI) on
12 December 1986 and 4 October
1 988 rcspeoively. Yet, tomrre and ill-
treatment continue to be endemic
and a regular feature in the Chinese
administered network of prisons and
detention centres across the Tibetan
plateau.

Tomrrc, cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment appears to have become a

central element of state agents'
treatment of Tibetans perceived as

being in opposition to the
Communist regime and those
attempting to exercise their rights to
freedom of association, peaceful
assembly and expression. Tibetans
who voiced their support for the
exiled Tibetan leade r, the Dalai lama
or have divergent views to those of
the Communist regime have been

primary targets of torture, ill-
treatment or other forms of human
rights violations. Chinese Public
Security Bureau (PSB) and Peoplet
Armed Police (PAP) are repeatedly
using torture as a means of
intimidating, investigating and
extracting information or
confessions &om real or perceived
offenders and detainees. Over the
years,TCHRD has recorded
numerous eses of Tibetans having
died dirccdy as a result oftomrrc. The
Centre has also documented cases of
suspccted extra-judicial killings at the
hands ofChincse security forces, as

well as many Tibetans having died
shortly afrer being released from
Chinesc custody, during which they
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bleed, dl pan ofan effon to forcc him
to sign a confession. His wife
cstimates hc lost at least 40 pounds in
policc custody. This latcst case

highlights official rampant usc of
torture to extract confession despite

the ofticial pronouncement ofa new
regulation to invdidate such evidence.

Such continued use oftorture and ill-
treatment in the conviction of
suspects calls into quesdon the emcacy

ofthe new regulation.

The CAT requires states to make

tonure illega.l and provide appropriate

punishment for those who commit
torture, however, in Tibet and in
China tonure takes place unabated

amidst a politicd culture of impuniry.
The use of electric prod, pricking
cigarettes on the body, beating, hand
or thumb cuffs, feet manacles, aerial

suspension, exposure to extreme
temperature, long periods of solitary
confinemcnt, sleep deprivation,
violent beating, forced labour and
forced exercise drills are few of the

commonly used techniques employed

by the Chinese authorities from the

time ofarrest to the detention cintre.
fu terrible as the physical wounds are,

the psychologiel and emotional scars

are usually the most devastating and

the most difficult to repair. A subtle
form of mentd torture is being uscd

on prisoners in Tibet. Some rypical
debilitating symptoms of
psychological torture include:
sleeplessness, headache, fatigue,
chronic musculoskeletal pains,
gastro intes ti nal problcms,
neurological disorders and sexual

dysfunction. The long term
prychological effects of torture may
be manifested by rymptoms such as

post-traumatic stress disorder,
depression, anxiery alcoholism and

substancc abuses. Disturbing cases of

suicides due to exccssive mental
humiliation and psychological
trauma continue to surface.

TCHRD demands the government
of thc PRC to implement the
rccommendations made by the UN
Special Rapporteur on Torture to
eradicate torture and 'to ensure

torture survivors' right to full
reparation with specid attcntion to
medicd and psychological needs."

The Centre also calls on the
government ofthe PRC to take the
necessaly steps to sign without delay

and thereafter effectively implement
the Optional Protocol to the UN
Convention Against Torture and

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishme nt. The
Centre expresses its support for the
universal prohibition against tonure
and ill-treatment and respect for
human rights.

3 More Tibetqn
Monks Arrested in
Jomdo County
Three more monks of Wara Monastery
Thangpu Township, Jomda Counry
(Ch: Jiangda xian ) in Chamdo
Prefecture, "TibetAutonomous Region'
("ThR") werc arrested on 7 June 2010

under suspicion of leading and
instigating protests in Jomda Counry
in 2008 and 2009, according to
reliable information received by the
'Ilbetan Centre for Human Rights and

De mocrac), (TCHRD).

The County Public Security Bureau
(PSB) summoned monks, Kelsang
Dhargay 32, Tashi Lhundup; 22 and

Tashi r$(/angdue; 35 to the PSB head

quarters for interrogation after review

of their c:ses of protesting in 2008 and

2009. The duee monks are confirmed

to have been arresred after being

interrogated at the County
headquaners.
In May last month, Chincse PSB

arrested 6ur monls, Thinley, 25, and

Nangsey, 27, &om their room whcrcas

Soegon, 26, was arrested for sounding

an alarm on the arrival of PSB into the

monastery. Kelsang Gyurmey, 29,
whom the PSB ofiicials were looking
for could not be traced in the monastery

and was later arrested from his home.

All the four monks were srudenc of
Buddhist philosophy at \Vara
Buddhist College that comes under
'IJflara Monastery The four monks are

currently derained at Jomda Counry
PSB Detention Centre.

On 16 May, the PSB officials came

ag:in to Vara Monastery and detained

rwo senior monks: Sonam Gonpo a.k.a

Soegon, 40, and Tagnl, 29. The wo
are known to have been arrested for
their hilure to "educate" the monks of
dre monastery under China's 'patriotic

re-education" campaign launched at

rhe beginning of April 2008. There is

no information on where the t*o
monks are currently held.

In March this year, the authorities in

Jomda Counry arrested 2 Tiberan
monks who were accused of setting
ablaze a government vehicle on the
night of March 10, 2010, the 51st
Tibean national uprising day.

On 3 April 2008, monks of Wara
Monastery in Jomda County
confronted and challenged the 'work
team" from carrying out a "patriotic

re-education" campaign by saying
"even at the cost of our lives we will
never defame and denounce o,,.
religious leader, the Dalai Lama."
According ro sources, many of the
'Wara Monastery's monks were in the

forefronr during rhe 2008 protesa in

Jomda County when they were
blocked by the People's Armed Policc
(PAP) from advancing towards the
main county market to proceed with
their protese
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Chino Bons Religious Proctice i
Tibetqn Schools in TAR

Following the crackdown on the 2008

uprising in Tibet, Chinese local
authorities in Tibetan Autonomous
Region ('TAR") banned religious

practices in allTibetan schools run by

the govcrnment, according to reliable

information received by the Tibetan

Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy (TCHRD).

The Chinese government in "TAR"
has banned religious practice in
Tibetan schools of primary middle
and higher through implementation
of patriotic re-education campaigns

and other activities following the 2008

uprising in Tibet. On 24 April 2008,
Chinese authorities organized a

number of activities in the schools,

including re-education campaigns in
'TAR" to bring about feelings of
nationalism towards communist
ideology and its government.

According to the campaign, the
students are not allowed to keep any

religious materials on the school
compound, including dormitories,
classrooms, and even in their pockets.

The students are frisked by the school

disciplinarians during the morning
assembly and are banned from visiting

any monastery and tcmple. Those
students found to break the rules

undcr the patriotic re-education
campaign are being expelled from the

school without any explanation.

Slogans of thc campaign include:
"separatism and riots are obstacles,"
"devclopmcnt and stability leads to
the pe ople's prosperity," "against

separatists," "maintain stabiliry" and
"promote development," according to

a former stude nt of Lhasa middle
school, who recently arrived at
Nepal Tibetan Reception Centre.

According to reliable reports,
school staff punishes those students

who do not take part in the
competition and they are fined
money and forced to clcan the
school compound. The school
administrators screened
documentary films of old age

Tibetans and modern developing
Tibctans to the students and also

held elocution and debate among

the students on patriotic re-
education topics.

Srudens are forced to denounce the

Dalai l-ama bysigning a document
against splittism.
Ninety percent of students have

expressed disdain towards this
massive patriotic re-education drive

in "ThR" schools, according to
sourcc.

A Tibetqn Writer
Freed from
Detenlion Centre
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights
and De mocracy (TCHRD) has

received confi rmcd information that
China has released a Tibetan student

of National Minoritics' Univcrsity of
Lanzhou after a long month in
detention on 8 May 2010.

According ro sources, Druklo (pen

name - Shokiang) was released from
detention aftcr being tomrrcd by thc
policc. His physical state is very poor
and it is not possible for him to
resume his usual intellectual capacity

to write. Druklo was subiected to
deprivation ofsleep and [ong sessions

of inrerrogation in the Derention
Centre

The local authorities forced him ro
accept that he had connections with
the Tibetan Youth Congress (TYC),

rhe largest pro-independence group
in the Tibetan exile Tibetan
Community. The Chinese
consistently accused TYC of being a

"terrorist" group during the long and
harsh interrogation session. He was

also accuscd of having connections
with Shingsa Rinpoche, a Tibetan
Lama at Sera monastcry in south
India, who runs a Tibctan language

webs ite-www. wokar. net which
published articles wrinen by Tibetan
writers from inside Tibet. But
Shoklang rejected all the accusations.

Druklo was arrested dong with Tashi

Rabten on 6 April, 2010; around 16

Public Security Bureau officials
arrived in thc universiry hostel and
ransacked students' toom and
confiscated mobile phones, laptop
computer and boola. He is dso co-
editor of the banned literary
magazine the Shar Dungri (Eastern

Snow Mountain).
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P.trlotic re-education campaign in
action at School

The Chinese work team held
meetings with staff at schools
within "TAR" to implement the

patliotic re-education campaign
through various compe titions-
somc between classes and soms

with other schools. The organizers

awardcd big prizes for the winners.
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Three Tibeton Writers Severely Beoten
by Chinese Police

Three Tibetan writers are receiving

hospial treatment after being severcly

beaten and detained while dining at

a rcstaurant in Chendgu, according

to reports received by the Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights end
Dcmocracy (TCHRD). The three

Tibetan writers were identified as

Goyun, Thuram Gedun Sangpo,

both from Kham and members of
the Tibetan Pen Association and

cditors of the annual magazinelibet
and Purgyal lryi Namshey (Soul of
Ancient Kings), and their friend
Scrtha Sherab, a freelancer.

According to sources, around
1l:30PM (Be ijing Standard Time)
on 5 June 2010, three police vehiclcs

carrying a group of plainclothes
officers suddenly stopped in front of
the restaurant where the three men

were dining in a section of Chengu

primarily inhabited byTrbetans. The

civil dress officers entered the
restaurant and arrested Goyun,
Thuram Gedun Sangpo, and Sertha

Sherab. The three were reportcdly
threatened and sprayed with a gas

which rendered them unconscious.

They were detained, brought to a

detention centre, and reportedly
beaten and tortured d uring
interrogation by the Chinese police.

The Chinese police confiscated all

their valuables-mobile phones,
cameras, wallets, and identity cards.

The police continuously beat them
and threatened thcm with guns
pointed at their foreheads, while
asking question like 'what is your
current work and political
participation?" Sources said that the

police beatings bec:rme more severe

when the three writers asked what

they had done wrong. All three were

reponedly tortured with elecrronic

equipment in order to extract
confessions.

After failing to find any evidence of
criminal activity, the Chinese
authorities rcleased the three Tibetan
writers at l0:00AM (Bcijing
Standard Time) the next morning.
Before their release, however,
Goyun, Thuram Gedun Sangpo,

and Sertha Sherab were warned

about being subject to re-arrest at any

timc.

Tibetqn Arresled
in Pelyul County

Tashi Dorjee, 46-years-old, an

educated Tibetan who was born in
Pelyu.l County and was also a Chinese

governmcnt civil servant, was

detained in Pelyul Counry Kardze

Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
("fan1, Sichuan Province in 2009
and he has been struggling forjustice
ever since. Chinese authori ties
refirsed to explain the allegations to
his brother who lives in Chengdu,
according to confirmed information
received by thc Tibetan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD).

In 2006, Tashi was appointed
Director of "Regiona.l Tibetan Sports

Association" (RTSA), which was

established by the local Tibetans. The
RTSA organizes different sport
competitions among the villagers,

such as horse racing, running raccs,

rug-off war, among others.

Tirering Norbu, younger brother of
Tashi usually living in Chengdu,

visited Tashi in the Detention C-cntre

but Chinese authorities refirsed to

allow a meeting and accepted his food

and other things for him. Norbu
aske{the reason of his brothert arrest

but authorities said "you will come

to know later as he was involved in
political activities."

His supporters are very concerned

about his life in the Detention Centrc

and wanted to know the reason of
his arrest. Local Tibetans suspected

that the detainment stems from the

flag of the RTSA, which he made the

symbol of his organization. The flag

is painted with two snow lions on a

red cloth background.

Tashi is an educated Tibetan and

government cMl servant who helped

out poorTibetans in the villages and

hc also sponsored the Dokhor Salcya

monasrery which consists of more

than two hundred mon[<s. He was

running a big shop at the village and

sends all its profits to support the

Dokhor Sakya monastery.

Chinese local authorities closed
downed the RISA organization after

Tashi was arbitrarily arrested and put
in Chengdu Detention Centre, where

he is still currently being held.
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8 HUMAN RIGHTS updafe . JUNE 2010 Aryil Pnnte6, Ga99.l, Krngra (H.P) , 9180_44708



7; HUMATII RIEIII
qt

HJllAll Gttrsl,drb
b t lhonflr lrr316fi. of l|1.

lihrC&t!b
|inr', EqnE rtd oatEat

Reg. no: HP/DMA lIO11ZOOS-ZO|O

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACYJULY 2()1O
VOLUME 3 ISSUE 11

lir Fomily Members Arbitrorily
Detqined ond Sentenced Over Their
Activism The familyt plight has drawn

The Tibetan Ccntre fot Hu 
intemational arention as panicularly

tughts.and o:-..-"r. iiiilffil il:::jl? ;.,|;,HE;::Xstrongly condcmns the chinesc parry (cCp) as idcal Tibctans whoauthoritics' incomprchensibtc attack .1;j;;;i;H*iir,",,.o. Th.

In pursuing arbitrary, targeted
.rrtacls against the family over the
peacefi exercisc of their fundamental
human rights, the Chinese
government is in flagrant violarion of
rheir obligations under the Chinese
Constitution and the International
Covenanr on Civil and political
fughts. Funhermorc, the cruel and
inhumane treatmenr and systcmatic
denral of due process secn in the cases
at issue run afoul ofChinese Criminal
Procedure law as well as numerous
rnternational norms regarding the
rrearment.ot prisoncrs and the right
ro a lair rrial.

members his family. In a span of less

than one year, six members (thrce
brothers and three cousins, all malc)
ofa single family have been arrested,
sentenced, and rcportedly tonured-
acrions which can only be
characterized as official repriial for
thcir activism. Four of the six arc
serving prison or "rc-educarion
tfuough labor" sentences; at this time
the whereabouts and well-being of
two others remain unknown.

Karma Samdrup (plc: Nyfl
targeted pcrsecutions by Chinese
government officials raises
resounding concerns over a growing
trend of severe punishmenrs for
anyone seen as defying rheir
authoflty.

The family's rrouble stame<l when
Chime Namgzal(3g) and Rinchen
Samdrup (44), rwo brorhe rs who ran
an award-winning e nvironmental
NGO in their home village ofGonjo

9jl",O Chamdo p-r"fecrure,
'Tiberan Autonomous Region,,
("TAR"), 

_accuse d a local ioliceottlcral of poaching endangered
species. In a flagraat act of oitjcial
reprisd, Chinese police imprisonerl
.;tgmc_and funchen on 7 Augusr
2009. In November, Chime, wfio is
olsaDled, received a sentence of2l _

I"rll] ])j- .*--.ducarion rhrough
tabor" (RTL) for ..harming 

social

€ix Family Members Arbit.ari
c€d Ovor Th.ir Activism . (pg ,l )

Lyrics, Roactionary Songs ( pg 3)

Patriolic Reeducalion Leads to Monk,s

ICHRD ACTIVTTIES BUILETTN

COXTENT

I la tn on UN HumIng an hls S sRis ystem (pg

'la k senes no ll 02pcom lectE naorng s p9

lyDetained and

uicide (pg 5)
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stabitiry" Jigmet offense was illegal

.oll..tiorro-f infotmation about the

environmcnt, which he allegedlY

shared with the "Delai cliquc'"

Chinis RTL sYstem has been

widelv criticized as contrary to

,ru*arou, international norms

because accused Persons are

sentenced without anY trial' due

Drocess, or legal defense' Human

high,, .*p.t,t characterized. rhe

charges ageinstJigme NamgYal as a

cause of potential embarrassment to

th. locai authorities rather than a

threat to national securiry'

license to deal in such items' The re-

initiation ofcharges over a dccade later

.* onlv b. r.glded as on official

reprisal for.p."kittg in his brothers

Intermediate PcoPlc's Court

scntenccd environmcntalist Ririchen

Samdrup to five Years in Prison on

.h"ree. of "incitement to split r]re

.oun"try" for posting an article about

the Dal"; Lama on his websire'

Rinchen's familY membe rs were

refused Dernrission to sec him and

his lawver, Xa Jun, had not been able

to me.t *ith him since his first

court apPearance inJanuarY 2010'

Rinchon S.mdruP (Plc: Highar Peak

Pure Earth)

Three cousins have also been the

rarset of official governmental

..plir"l, in recent months'. After

organizing a grouP to Petltlon ln

gJiiin" on Rin.httt SamdruP's

b.("lfI So.tr* ChoePhel was

,.n,.rr".d ,o orr. and a halfYcars of

re-education through labor' In

March 2010, Rinchen Doric' a

Buddhist monk, was arrested on

,.g.r. -d urr.P.tified charges while

meditating in a cave as Part hs herrnlt

vows. At-the time of this writing'

Rirr"h.n Dor.ie's whcrcabouts and

well-being rcmain unknown'

defense.

After six months of incarceration'

durine which he cndured scvere

b.atitig, and torturc bY Chinese

.urhorities, on 24 June 2010 a court

in Xniiang sentenced Karma to l5

y."r. i-prlon.cnt and dePrivation

of his politicai rights fot trve.years'

l)olker Tso, Karmat wife' cstlmates

he lost at least 25 kgs whilc in custody'

Karma's trial was rePletc with

irresularities and has been widely

..iti"cized bv international human

rights observers for violating Chinat

oin crimind Proccdurc [aws' He was

denicd thc right to mcet anYone'

includine his lawyers, for morc than

.i* ,nonih, after his arrest' Karmat

only meeting with his lawYers

o."urr"d on th€ cv€ of his trial-a
meeting that lastcd only 30 minutes'

"rrd 
*"i monito,ed bY Police officers

in the room. Evidence was alte red' a

Chime Namgyal (Pictur: Woeser)
"myst "rior, 

*itrr.,,' suddenlY

On 3 JanuarY 2010' Chimet older aPPearcd on the second day ofthe trial'

brother Karma Samdrup, a and the iudge refilsed to delve into Mr'

Prominent businessman and awsrd- Samdrup 's claims of having been

wlnnrng PhilanthroPist known as beaten and drugged during his 6-

the "King of Heave nly Beads, " was month Period of pre-trial detention'

lmP risoncd on trumped up charges "The court comPletcly ignored the

of grave-robbing. Karma's arrest facts, tramP led on thc lcgal sYstem and

occurred shortlY after he sPoke out violated Karm a's humaniry" said Pu

about his brothers' cases z'tter Zhiqiang, Karma's lawYer' The

visiting them in Pr$onandhearing Chinese language oPinion in Karmat

about their honificm istreatment at case wes made available within hours

the hands of Ch inesc authontles. of thc sentenc i ng-stro nglY

The chargcs agatnst Karma st€m suggestlnS that the decision was

from his Purchase
of artifacts ln Preordained," according to a Human

Xin jian g in 1998 -charges 
Righ ts W'atch observer'

romPtly droPPed by Chincse

uthorities duc to lack of cvidcnce on 3 July 2010, tcn daYs after

On 5 JulY 2010, the sixth membcr

of the SamdruP familY was

"rbi,rrrilY 
dePriveJ of his Personal

freedom. Tashi ToPryal' a teachcr tn

his earlY thirties, was seizcd bY a

i-." Cfti** sccuriry Pcrsonncl

i* 
" 
ho.. i,, Lhasa' where hc had

t-ra*l.d ,."ki,'g information on the

,"h..."bou,, of Rinchcn Doricc'

a...tJi"g to rePorts' ToPgYal had

,."..a nin"t t" to a hosPital inP
a

and the fact that Karma had a Kar

2 HUMANRIGHTSuPdaIo' 
JULY 2010

mas senten cing, thc Chamdo
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Xniiang. Chincse Police explained
that funchcn's burns were the result
ofelectric prods used on him during
an alleged cscape attempt.

Somc analysts suggest that
persecution of the Samdrups may be

more attributable to local officials
than cenrrd authorities in Beijing.
Nevertheless, the TCHRD calls on
the Chine se government to
investigate the cases of Karma
Samdrup, Chime Namglal, Rinchen
Samdrup, Sonam Cheophel,
Rinchen Dorjee, and Tashi
Topgyal----{eses which apparendy fall

far short of due process standards

unde r both Chinese and intemational

Iaw. The plight of the family
illustrates the hollowncss of the
Chincse governm€nt's claims of
"re markable progress in the
improvement of its legal system."

TCHRD calls on the Chinese

government to live up to its policy
commitme nts regarding the
enjoyment of civil and political
rights in its recently unveiled
National Human fughsAction Plan

2009-2010.The Cenue deems these

miscariages ofjustice as particularly
troubling given Chinat new laws
regarding the inadmissibiliry of
evidence with unclear origins and
confcssions obtained tluough tomrre
and intimidation. These cases call
into question the efiicacy of Chinat
commitmcnt to improve its human
rights record.

Bonned Lyrics, Reoctionqry Songs

How Beijing distorts and uses
Tibetan pe rfotming arts?

-By Bhuchung D. Sonam

In September 2008, Tashi Dhondup

- a gifted 30-year-old singer from
Amdo in north-e25ts1n Ji[q 

-v25detained at gun-point by the Chinese

authorities while his wife wept and

c[ung to a police officer's legs in an

attempt to save him, Dhondup was

accused of composing 'subversive

songs' with'counter-rwolutionary
content'in his music album Torture
r07ithout Tiace. He was detained and

beaten for over a week by police in
Xning.

In one ofthe songs ritled Unable
to Meer Dhondup sings:

\When I think about it I am
unfortunate
I am unablc to wave the Snow Lion
Flag
Even though I wish, I have no
freedom

IfI think about this I am unfornrnarc

Ever since the Peoplet Liberation
Army first marched into Tibet in
1949-1950, the Chinese
Communist Parry (CCP) has used

propaganda to legitimize its
occupation ofTibet and educate the
maises on the vinues of its version
of socialism. One me ans to achieve
this has been music which overcomes

the languagc barrier and has the

POWer tO Convey any messaBe
immediatcly. Taking a cue from
lrnin, who said that literaturr and
art arc "a scrcw in thc whole
machinc," rhe Chincsc authorities

have employed music as a core
component of State propaganda.

In the 1950s and '60s massive

public song-and-dance campaigns
were staged to disseminate political
ideology through lyrics and to
convince the pcople ofthe supposed

benefits the CCP had brought to the

people . "Music is no longer an end
in itself, but a vital weapon in the
struggle," said Mao while
encouraging a 'cultural army' of
musicians and other pe rforming
artistes to carry out large-scale
uniformed performances with
'passion and conviction' to spearhead

the revolution.

Tibetan 3tudents dance during the
Cultural Revul.tion (filepic:phayul.com)

Dance toupes - mostly composed

of young Tibetans taken co China
and trained by Chinese reachers ro
sing in high-pitched Chinese opentic
style - were used to disseminate
ideologica.l and political propaganda.
These troupes travelled to the
remotest regions throughout Tibct
to stagc 'devcloped' and highly-
sinicizcd versiors of raditiona.l music
dressed in hybridized cosrumes.

l
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Revolutionary songs werc taug;ht to
adults during PRCI endless thc
political campaigns, at meetings, ancl

to childrcn in schools, both to impart
ideologica.l education and a-lso ro teach

political and cultural mayhcm in the

[orm of the Cultural Revolurion.
l;vcn Hu Yaobang's liberal policies
afier his historic Tibet visit in Ir{ay

1980 did linle to heal the wounds.

exprcssionless facial featurcs -
conforms to Chincse, not Tib€tan
aesthctic ideals. What wc scc there

is not Tibctan folk-culturc at all, but
a modern Chinese cultural idiom
rnasquerading as Tibetan."

Musician Tashi Dhondup's album "Torture Without Trace"

Kvaerne adds that "as row upon
rov t-,f [T'ibetan] youngwomen and

men, who rverc dressed up in
imitations of Tibetan chupa, filed
before the local nomcnklatura, one
was struck not only by the
incongruiry of Chinese pink straw

hats as part ofTibetan drcss, but on
a deeper level one realises that one is

witnessing a call to blind political
obedience, collective existence and

cultural uniformity."

In today's globalized world,
Tiberan music is still used bv Beijing

to drive home political messages.

Anyone not toeing the official line
is barred from public performances,

persecuted, arrested and imprisoned.

Beijing, however, maintains a

roster of 'acceptable' Tibetan singen
whose songs thcy co nsid er
exemplary. But, writes Tsering
Shakya in The Struggle for Tibet,
the list has ncver changed. "The
official diva of the Tibetan song is

Tsetan Dolma, who has officially
been the most loved ofall l-rberar,

singers since the 1950s. Musical
tastcs may have changed, but Tsctan

Dolma is still championcd as the

number one singer and appears

regularly in evcq., politicd evcnt,

even though many people despise

her music."

On 10 March 1993, ZengJin-
Hui, vice-minister of thc
Propaganda Ministry of CCP
Ccntral Committce said, " We

1q. q lt.q.l

Chinese language as the songs were

primarily composed in Chinese and

then trenslated into Tibetan. hbsang
Dekyi, who grcw up in Shigatse in
central'Ijhct in the l950sand 1960s,

told Tiber Inlbrrnation Network that
"thcse sonqs w.r. fthe Communist
Party's] ortn creati,,rr, composed with
music an,l u'iti' 1',,litical meanings

and all, but rvh"n performing these

songs, whiie jrrr, rsurating schools in
Chinaorrr.hi!,,r'sunisingceremonies,
thcy woulJ s.ri, that they were
pcrforminq'I', bcran folk songs."

During th. (lultural Revolution
(1966-76) thl t r.rditional performing

arts were c.ni lrletcly banned. Anyone

singingTiber.rn songs were forced to
undergo stmgglc scssions and publicly

humiliarc.l .r. ha rbouring 'bourgeois

habits.' Everr l)ance Tioupes werc

ordcred to s.r'.r only Communist
songs approv,. rl by Beiiing.

Tibetan mu itc and rhe performing

arts nsver r€colcrcd from the lears of
darnage, exacerbated by the rJccade of

In The Idcological Impact on
Tibetan Art, Per Kvaerne - a

professor of the History of Religions

at the University of Oslo - talla
about an official festival of folk
culture in a district of Amdo in the
late 1980s. During the festival
Tibetan folk-performances, Chinese
pop, disco and break-dancing
dominated the programme in the

local Palace of Culture for rwo full
nights. The intention was to
showcase diversiry and cquality
between the nationalities' culture,
and to express theil happiness under
the leadership ofthe Party.

However, Kvaerne writes that
therc was a "more subtle message , an

essential meaning which was

conveyed by the dress ofthe dancers,

which was iust as gaudy and
unrealistic as any to be found...
Official folk culture in contemporary

China is entertainment, circus, show

- nothing mpre..Furthcr, the
personal appearancc of thi dancers -
their heavy make-up and
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should cxpand our spherc of
influ:nce; in particular, we should
infiltrate our propaganda into the
mainstream life of thc wesr. Firstly,
we should continue to scnd Tibetan
scholars and Tiberan singing and
dancing troupcs abroad to lecture and
perform."'Singing and dancing
Tibetans' come as handy rools for
PRC to expand its influence abroad,
to legitimise its rule in Tibet, to prove
how happy the Tibetans are in Tibet
and finally to show thar Tibetan
culture is fully protected.

Pqtriotic Reeducotion leods to Monk,s
Suicide
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights
and Democracy (TCHRD) has
reccivcd confi rmed information
that Ngawang Gyatso, t 7\-year
old monk of Shag Rongpo
monastery in the Nagchu Counry,
Tibet Autonomous Region "TAR"
comrnitred suicide on 20 Mav
2010 due ro consrrn! religious
oppression in the monastery.

In the aftermath of mass uprising
bv the Tibetan people bcginning
March 2008, thc Chine se
authorities have yet again re-
energized its notorious patriotic
reeducation campaign direcred at
the monastic community. The
campaign hls earned nororiery in
rhe pasr for ir, lethaliry and abiliry
cause monks and nuns
psychological rrauma. As a direct
counter measure to the spring
2008 pan-'fibet protests, the
Chinese authorities immediately
unleashed a re i nv igo ra ted
"patriotic reeducarion" campaign
in the monastic community. .Still
mentally wounded monks and
nuns after witnessing a brutal
crackdown in the form of
indiscriminate shooting and
killings of Tibetan demonsrrators,
the monks werc further subjected
ro humiliation and mental agony
during the "patriotic education',
sessions. The extreme humiliarion
and psychological trauma caused
by the conrent of the campaign,
which forces monks to denounce
the Dalai Lama as a separatist, led
to the suicides of several monks
and nuns.

He avily armed security forces
stormcd monasteries across Tibet
to crush the strong voicc of
freedom by monks. Monks and
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This rcverses reality. Like other
aspects of l ibetan life, traditional
music and performing ars are being
stifled by constant ofiicial censorship,
deliberate distortion and
comprehensive sinicization. Tibetan
musicians who do not reinforce
Beijing's propaganda and campaigns
are persecuted.

ln Ja' ,.ary 2010, the authorities
sentenceo rhe singer Tashi Dhondup
ro I 5 month-' 'reform through hard
labou r.' Earlier, in March 2008,
another young Tibetan singer, Dolma
Kvi from Golog, was arrested for
composing and singing'reactionary
songs'. Likewisc, in May this year a
list of 27 popular Tibetan-l"nguage
songs were banned in Tibet, whether
in audio or videodisk formar, or as

digital media files on peoplet ccll
phones.
'Anyone possessing the illegal music
or vidcos will be severely dealt with,"
the authorities warned.

Bu no marrer how harsh Beijing
imposes its crackdown on Tiberan
lyrics or how many times thc CCP
may smash the strings of ou.r danyen,
songs will be sung and musicwill flow
from occupied Tibet through the
ramparts ofthe Himalayan range.

l=Ll.
t-l

lmage otShag Ronpo monastary

Ngawang Gyatso, left a "suicide
note" but thc Chinese authorities
confiscated it and authorities even
warncd the monks not ro discuss
the suicide. The monks we rc
threatened and forced to explain
Ngawang Gyatso's death as a
"natural death," according to rhe
soutce.

The suicidc of Ngawang
Gyatso is likely due to rwo factors:
the massive patriotic reeducation
campaign and thc arrcst of the
monastcry's hcad Lama, Dawa
Rinpochen. According to another
sourcc, Glatso took his own life
because of dcprcssion and the
opprcssive security mcasures carricd
out against Tibctan monks.



5\

- 

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

nuns were brutally beaten at gun

points in front of fellow monks ro
"filter" out thc leaders and initiators

ofthe dcmonstration.

Head of Shag RonPo luonastery Dewa
Rinooche
ThL monastic community has been

vociferous in the pan-Tibet protests

for they camc out in the streets in
huge numbers. In order to make

strong cases against the monks, the

authorities reconstructed scenes of
monks committing crimes in the

monastery to be recorded on video

which were to be later used as

propaganda matcrial.

In eastern Tibet, especially in
Ngaba region, the security forces

search for the Tibetans who scnt

pictures to the outside world which
bccamc crucia.l cvidence of the brutal

crackdown by the security forces in

quelling Tibetan protests. The
pictures highly embarrass Chinese

government, bccause it claims to use

"rcstraint" in its dealings with
demonstrators.

The monasterics in the region
came under hcavy scrutiny by
gov€rnment officials looking for
computer equipment suspected to
bc uscd by thc monks to send

pictures to the outside world
through the internet. In scarch of
this evidencc and also in video
rccording reconstruction of scencs

of monls committing crimcs, the

monks were subjected to
extremely crucl, inhumane and

dcgrading treatment.

Anti Dalai Lama camPaign

At the Third Tibet Vork Forum

held in 1994, the Chinese
authorities identified the Dalai

Lama as a "serpentt head". Anti-
Dalai Lama camPaigns were

initially implemented in 1996

with monasteries and nunneries as

initial targets. Monks and nuns in

Tibet are subiectcd to Political
indoctrination where theY must

denounce the Dalai Lama. The

campaign later spread thc laY

communiry as well.

Since l0 March 2008, the
campaign was reinvigorated and

intensified gravely in the
monastic institutions either
alongside "patriotic reeducation"

or as an individual camPaign.

Tibetan people revere the Dalai

Iama as their spiritual guru as well

as the temporal head despite the

fact that the Dalai Lama has been

in exile for several decades. The
authorities launched vi trio lic
attacks on the persona of the
Dalai Lama and demanded the lay

as well as the monastic
communiry to denouncc him as

a "separatist" and the sole
instigator behind thc spring 2008

protests in Tibet. This turned out
to be the ultimate push for many

monks and nuns ro commit
suicide as they had already
witnessed brutal crackdown on
the demonstrators which included
family membcrs and colleagues,

and to dcnounce the Dalai Lama
was bcyond their reason to livc.

After Chinesc police arrested Dawa

Rinpochc and four othcr monks of
Shag fungpo monasterY from Lhase

on 17 Mzry 2010, around 10
Chinese "work tcafn" o fficials
arrived at the monastery to conduct

"patriotic re-education camPaign."

The team was heavily guarded bY

more than 150 arme d se curitY
personnel visible during the session.

The monks were given terse orders

to keep incommunicado with the

Dawa Rinpoche and to denounce

the Dalai Lama.

it

Dawa funpoche was sacked from all

posts of the monastery bY rhe

Chine se authorities following
accusation of consulting the Dalai

Lam a over the *arch fcr the 5'h

reincarnation of Rongpo Choeje'

The current at monastic
environment is tensc and disturbing

with constant security fo rces

surveillance, according to thc
sources.
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Ove r 17 monks were forced to leavc

the monastery after refusing the

Chinese demands on 17 JulY 2010.

Chinese police arrested rwo more

monks of the monaste ry after they

confronted a Communist Party
"work team" during a re-education

session.

)



Troining on UN Humon Righrs Systems

5-9

The 3 day training programme
on 'United Natio ns Human
Rights Systcm" was organized
jointly through thc partncrship
with Tibet Bureau in Gevena,
Ti be tan Centre for Hurnan
Ri ghts and Democracy
(TCHRD) and Geneva for
Human Rights (GHR)from 20-
22 Iuly 2010.

in ordcr to raisc awarcness about
the prcvailing situation in Tibet.
Thus to berr€r prorect those
involved in Tibet in the
promotion of deve lopmen t,
social justice and human rights.

Participations:

Tolk Series on
Upcoming 2011
Elections
Starting l5'h of August, Jampa
Monlam, Assistant Director atTibcran

Center for Human Rights and
Democrary GCHRD) and Field
Officer Dawa Ti;ering lead a v,o-day
long conferenc and open disctssion on

the topic of upcoming Tibetan Exile

Govemmental Election and the currenr

situadon in Tibet.

uN Human Rights Systems at Library
Hall

The program was conceptualized
and finarrced by the Tibet Burcau
in Geneva while GHR was its
teaching partner and TCHRD
thc local coordination partner.

Objectives of the program:

To contribute to the training of
traincrs.
To teach participants the
international Human Rights
standards, thc UN structurc, the
treaty bodics, thc functioning of
the Human Rights Council, its
mechanisms and procedures;

To empower participants in the
use of international procedurcs
(special procedures, trcaty
bodies, univcrsal periodic
review);

To facilitatc the development of
strategies at international lcvel,

Workshop under progress

background of people in various
capacities with direct relevance
to their daily work. All the
participants had genuine interest
in the subject, but bclong to
various spectrums of the Tibetan
exile cornmunity.

Thcre were two participations
from the Tibetan Supreme
Justicc Commission, five frorn
Ti betan - G ovc rnm e n t-i n-Exile,
ninc from non-governmen tal
organizations (NGOs), two
political scicncc tcachers, and
three collcgc studcnts.

There wcre thirtecn fcmale
participants and only nice male
participants, although there were
not any spccial announcement
for it. Thc program also received
cxtensivc covcrage in thc Tibetan
media, clcctronic, print, and
vidco.

Audienca listening to talk series on 2OlJ
election of Exile leaders

They travelled from Dharamshala to
Dehradun, Ponda, and Ra.jpur. The two
TCHRD memben also later joumeyed

to l.adhak for nine days 6om the 20-

29 of August. Both Dehradun and
Ponda had a massive audience ofover
100 people. 170 people were presenr

at the Dehradun conferencc held at a

public hall and Pon& had an cstimated

I 20 pcople . Mosr of thosc who camc

to listen to thc talk serics werc local

mcmbers of the Tibetan Community
in Dehradun and Ponda. Rajpurt
discussion, which was hdd in a]'ibctan
Handicmft Hdl, rcceived an audicncc

ofaround 50 pcoplc. This conErcncc

was significant and ncccssary ro raise

ar arencss for thc impcnding Tibcun
Exilc Governmcnt clections.
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This training program saw
participation from a d ive rse
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The Tibetan CenltB for Human Rights and Democraql FCHRO) b an independent

centre which aims to promob a;d protect human rights and a democratic polity

for Tibet. ll attempts to educale Tibetans on human rights principles and to work

with othet human rights and democ.acy groups as part ol a tt'orldwue morrm,€nt

towards these ends. TCHRD E Ggistered under the lndian Societies Registration

Acl 21 ot 1860 in 1996.

lf you ryould like lo subscribo to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights update orlo
order one of our publications, please send your natne and postal details

(including email) to our office.
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Human Rights begin with you. Your concem

and participation make a difference. Your

support could instilllaith and ho'pe.in those Yvho

have been stripped of their human dignity.

You banalits end rcrponsibi,iaies

v You'll receiv€ free ofcost our Humsn
Rights update
, All our publioations will be sent for free upon Iequest

v You'll receive a membershiP card

, You can join ourcampaigns

v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members within lndia

US$ 201 for student members outside lndia

US$ rt0/- for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at offce@tchrd.org or writo t0 us 0n

Join

BECOME A MEMBER
Join hands wi{t TCHRD

TCHRD
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0ur address for fu rher information.
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Conference on Tibet's Public Security
and Monastice Activities

Reg. no: HP/DMA/105 12008-20l

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEM

The Public Security Ministry of
Peoplet Republic of China (PRC)

organized a two-day meeting of
Public Security Bureaus ofthe ethnic

Tibetan areas in present-day China

covering the "Tibe r Autonomous
Region" ('TAR") and the four
provinces, according to the news

portal Chinatibe tnews.com on 20

August 2010 . The rwo-day meeting

held in Lhasa between i8-l9August
2010 assessed the results and

experiences of "upholding public
securiry struggle against the currcnt

separatist movement, and identified

current challenges facing stability in

Tibetan areas. "

In the aftermath ofthe sPring 2008

mass scale pan-Tibet protests, the

governm€nt has drastically escalated

vigilance on movemenc ofthe people.

S pecific measures have been

undertaken to restrict the flow of
people between theTibetan areas. Also

ordinances have been passed in Lhasa

requiring pilgrims, businessmen and

visitors to bring along guarantors to

the Public Securiry Bureau (PSB) to

seek short-term stay permit. If the

visitors fail to register, they are arrested

during law enforcement agencies' erea

sccurity check. Strike hard c.rmpaigns

were also launched to weed out

political activists. Those persons

Chinq Holds Conferences on Tibet's
Public Security ond Monqstic Activities
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suspccted ofparticipating in politicd
activities were interrogated and

placcd under strict surveillance or

detained.

During the meeting, firture action

plans were drawn up'to step up fight

against separatists; build bodies to

protcct social securitY; increase

border security; and imProve
communication in frastructu re,

uniform and skills of the public
security bureaus".

United Front 'W'ork Department
Conference

Prior to the public securitY

conference, the United Front lVork

De partment (UF\7D) ol the

Communist Parry of China (CPC)

also organized a meeting berween

l4-15 August 2010. The meering

held at Shigatse drew heads of
monastic instirutions and local

United Front heads in the "TAR" as

well as Tibetan areas in four
provinces to tighten religious
institutions in Tibetan areas'

The two top level conferences are

most likely follow up meetings to

the Fifth rVork Forum on Tibe t
conducted in January 2010 to
implement measures to bring restive

Tibct under control.
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Tibetons: Victims of Poy Discriminotion

For many Tibetan workers
including Nyima, the emergence of
Chinese businessmen and factories
cluttering the streets ofTibet is one
of the most frightening events. It
is frightening because two
confl icring viewpoints surface:
there is the positive aspect of
acquiring a job other rhan working
on a farm, which Nyima has done .

There is also the ncgative aspect: the
more Chinese that populare the
streets of Tibet, the more likelv
Tibetans are of becoming a

minority in their own country. But,
Nyima began ro recognize another
controversial problem when she
started working for a Chinese
businessman for three 1,ears before
escaping ro India: pay
discrimination.

The factory opened by an ethic Han
Chinese businessman failed to go
through proper rr-gistrarion with
the Iocal government. In addition,
the ov;ner knew when the
inspectors would arrive so mistakes
would be fixed and the image of
rhe company would not be marred.
Although many human rights
violations were carried out, all ofit
went unnoticed.

workers simply have more skill and
knowledge, therefore they deserve the
leverage.

The leverage for the Chinese workers
included 400 Yuan more initial
income than the starring income for
Tibetan workers which was set at 600
Yuan. As the income increased, they
could onlyearn as much as 2000 Yuarr,
while the Chinese workers' income
corld rise to at least 3500Yuan. Even
though they workcd all-night, they
were srill at a disadvantage. This wagc
dispariry in addition to the unequal
vacation days: two days leave of
absence forTibetans in one month and
three for Chinese workers, and the
unpaid overtime leaves little doubt
that discrimination against Tiberans
continues to occur in the workforce.

Increase in Brothels Leads

to More Discrimination

The influx of Chinese immigrants
entering the "Tibet Autonomous
Region" (TAR) has grown on almost
a yearly basis since the takeover of
Tibet by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP). Many of these
Chinese immigrants are female and
are arriving wirh the desirc to make
a living the easiest way possible: by
working at a brothel.

The Chinese females working at
brothels in the Tibet Autonomous
Region have dcclared that they had
difiiculry acquiring a job in Bcijing.
It was either because there were too
many job seekers and too little
positions open or rhey simply did
not have the skill required to start a

business the mselve s. So these
females found their way intoTibet.
Sources have reponed an incrcase in
brothels all over the "Tiber
Autonomous Regions" (TAR) of
Shigatse, Gangtse, Lhokha,
Kongpo, Kyirong, Dingri, Dram,
and the capiral ofTibct, Lhasa. As

Most of the 50 plus employees
whom Nyima worked with were
Tibetan, many of whom were
female like her. They we re give n the
Iaborious task of making vinegar
from scratch. But the Chinese
workers still received a higher
income and more yacation days.
The compaay's boss explained that
these actions did not illustrate
inequality. Instead these Chinese

Tiis building in Tibet is a beauty saton during the Cay and a brothel in the evening(Pic: Sarah Schorr)
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more Chinese girls arrive to join the

brothels in Tibet, the Tibetan girls

who are also involved in rhe brothel

business face higher competition.
Even in this type of business,
Tibetan female workers are subjecr

to pay discrimination.

The brothbls that mainly include

females that range from sixteen to
forty-five years ofage are owned by

both Tibetan and Chinese people.

These brothel owners recognize that

rhe cost of the girls differ greatly
because Tibetans are still seen by their

Chinese counterpans as barbarians

by character and culture. Though
that belief is subjective, it is still
ingrained in Chinese citizens' minds

and is one ofthe key factors behind

the dispariry in income berween

Tibe tan and Chinese females
working at brothels.

Sources reveal that men who
requested the services of a Chinese

girlwere required to pay between 45

to 50 Yuan. Ifmen wished to sPend

an entire night with a Chinese girl,
they had to pay betlveen 250 to 300

Yuan. In comparison to Chinese

brothel workers, Tibetan girls are

worth fat lcss. Men who requested

the scrvices ofa Tibetan girl had to

only pay 25 to 30 Yuan and an

overnight service would cost 150 to

200 Yuan. The maximum cost of
service from a Tibetan brothel
worker cost less than the minimum
cost of servicc from a Chinese
brothel worker, all because ofethnic
differences and cultural influences

that label Tibetans as inferior, even

in the business ofprostitution.

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Love Buddhism,
Love fibet
There is mounting demand for
religious freedom and freedom of
speech all across Tibet; the Dorjee
Monastery Choejor Kyab's old home

located in Tsekhog Counry Malho
"Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture"
(TAP), Qinghai Province in People's

Republic of Ch:na, is no excepLion.

few main men through a pseudo-

mee t ing, and later reeducating
everyone in the monastery through
strict rulebooks issued by fie Chinese

government that dictated what can

and cannot be done.

The patriotic reeducation program

has existed for several years, it is part

.of the larger lloae your religion, hae

your country) campaign currently
known as l-aw Education. Monks all

over Tibet, are continuously told to
denounce His Holiness the Dalai

Lama in front oftheir peers to allow

for a 
'rnited 

China. These actions by

the Chinese government only
strengthen the monks' desire to join

together to fighl religious
persecution.

Tibetqn Tycoon
Sentenced to Life

The events unraveled in 2008 in
People\ Republic of China (PRC) as

an expression offree speech has now
formed the most justifiable reason,

in the PRC's perspective, to warrant

Dorjee Tashi (Pic; Tibetcul)

Since 2008, Choejor has noticed rhe

stripping a*ay of Tibe tans' human

rights in the Dorjee Monastery: the

right to think freely, to believe and

support his or her own cause, and the

right to preach his or her own religion

without inrcrference. The escalating

outcries for freedom ofreligion and

speech have been s u pp ressed

throughout the People's Republic of
China. But, the current government

continues to emphasize to both the

Tibetan community inside and

ouside ofTibet and the international

community that both vocal and

religious freedom does exisr in
China.

Even when all of the monls at Dorjee

Monastery joined together to protest,

they could do very litde to preserve

their natural rights. The government

would readily shut.down the

monaste ry if the oatrioric
reeducation of monks did not
succeed. Plus Choejor adds, "The

government knows xr have nowhere

else to go." Though the escalating

riots in 2008 made many Chinese

off icials' actions counterproducrive
by drawing more inrernational
attention, the Chinese leaden within
each province made srre Protests were

silenced. The government used the

monastery's administration to
discipline the monlcs by first arresting
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arrest. From the PRC's viewpoint, the
2008 campaign broke the law.

Just recently, this year, Dor.fee Tashi,
owner ofrhe Yak Hotel in Lhasa, and
son, Dorjee Tseten, after a two-year
arrest without trial were placed in
front of the Lhasa Intermediate
People's Court for a just trial, Voice
ofTibet (VOT) reports.

Previously in 2008, before the trials
rook place on 26 June 201 0, Dorjee
Tashi disappeared under the
accusation of participating in the
2008 riminal campaign. Tashi's son,
DorjeeTseten, would soon follow his
father's footsteps and get arrested 8
months after his father's
disappearance.

A.lthough the PRC accused two men
of exercising their fieedom of speech,
the trials in Lhasa on the 26th ofJune
were already foreshadowed ro end
badly. Not only did the accusation ro
warrant an iurest seem ridiculous, but
also the lack ofpeople defending the
two men's case illustrares an error in
the PRCi rrial process. Yet Dorjee
Tashi was sentenced to life in prison
and his son, Dorjee Tleren, was give n
a 6 years prison rerm.

VOT indicates that the pRC is also
accusing Tashi of having unlicensed
hotels in Lhasa and Shigatse. But
another source argues rhar Dorjee
Tashisends money to India on almosr
a yearly basis. Though the money is
not direcrly associated to the Tibetan
Exile Government, it is enough ro
spike the PRCI need to demand an
arrest and a life sentence on such
grounds as: political error and
unlicensed hotels. In addition, there
is the question of if the pRC had
known that Dorjee Gshi! properry

is worth around 43 million Yuan.
Both father and son have been given
a fair trial by PRC srandards, but this
standard ignores the imbalance
between the crime and the
punishment. A life sentence is nor
acceptable for a man who had
unlicensed horcls, and participated in

foro,er remembered by the govemment

as te criminab who administcred a

g*hering ofstudens to honourdr 2008

criminal updsing.

Sonom Dhondup
Drre to rheir actioru whidr indude the

publicadon of scveral written piees:
poems, anides and essap drat o<pres

concem for the anested 2008 ]]betan
protesron and respect to d-rosc killed,

sources report all four have been

Yorgoy
apprehended and sentenacs haw bccn

g*,

a non-violent act of
freedom ofspeech.

exPressl ng

Four Sludents
Arrested for their
Publicotions

f ibearu in ]lkt li're in a time where a

simplc expression of concern for a

situation and or an issue can lead to an

iu€sL

Sonom Richen
Sonam Rinchen, Sonam Dhondup,
Yargryand Drakden, residens ofNgaba
"TibetAutonomous Prefecnue" (lAp),
willnerar& just reognird to dre ltople's

Republic ofCh.ina CPRC as studena of
Barl&am

Nationalities Higherlntermediate Schml
(trznslated Eom f ibetan) or as editon of
a student run magazine Namchah
(Ihunderbold). Instead rhey will be
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Soure dedare both Sonam Rinchen and

Yargry are sentenoed to wo yean in

Drokden
prison, while Sonam Dhondup and

Drakden are thought to be detained at an

undidosed location at Barkham County

Theiroocwhereaboua remain udsrown

and unconfirmed.

Tibeton Monk
Arresled for the
Third Time

Sumrab Gyatso, 34, a lama at Mura

Monastery Machu Counry Khalo

Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu

Province, was one of the editors of

The Re W Kanghm magazine . He was

a member of Tibetan Mother's
hes eraaion ofTh e ir M oth er Languagc

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

(translation may vary). He was also

the head instructor of a Tibetan
School in his county ofresidence.

On 17 March 2008, Sumrab
Gyatso was first arrested by local

Chinese authorities. He was arrested

under the allegations that he incited

several Tibetans to oppose Chinese

officials and express their concern on

the treatme nt of Tibetans in Tibet.
He was released late r that year and

arrested once again on 18 May ofthe
same year in Ngaba County. He was

released shortly after due to the lack

of proof against his crime.

Seven Women
Denied Access to
Trulkul Tenzin
Delek

Chinese local authorities denied
seven Tibe tan women including
his two sisters a meeting with
Tiulkul Tenzin Delek after they
paid a visit to him in Chengdu,
Sichuan Province on July 2010,
according to Tibetan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD).

On December 2009, a group of
more than thousands of local
Tibetans from Lithang County
and Nagchu County had made

a bold appeal to the'Chinese
government for re-trial of his
case or to transfer his prison
sentence to house arrest due to
heart problems from his eight
years spen t in prison.

Later two of his relatives were

permitted to visit Rinpoche
once every month.

Ven. Loga of Sera M.y
Monastery said Tenzin Delek's

eldest sister Sonam Chodeon,
57, along with the youngest
sister Dolkar,47, and five other
women, Aba Bumo, 63, Sobo,

37, Sochoe, 47, Gyalpo, 35, and

Debo, 40, appealed for a fair
retrial and demanded that he be

released for trcatment at a

hospital. They also asked for a

government rcsponse to Tcnzin
Dele k's documents which he

had sent to 26 governmental
offices cxplaining his innocence.

Yet again on 25 March 2010,
Sumrab Gyasto was arrested for rhe

third time, in Machu Counry The

authorities .justified their arrest by

declaring that he instigated the revolt

led bya smallgroup of middle school

srudents in Machu Counry againsr

local Chinese authorities. Though his

specific whereabouts and trial dates

are not known, his present locarion

is expected ro be at Tlul Township.

Machu Counry Khalo Autonotrtous

Prefecture, Gansu Province.

{.-
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Sumrob Gyolso
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According to a monk, Ven. Loga
and the seven females identified
above inc[uding Rinpoche's two
sisters Sonam Chodeon and
Dolkar were heading towards
Chengdu to appeal to the
Chinese governmenr for the
following three points:

Trulkul Tenzin Delek

l. To appcal for re-trial of the
case and demanded tulkul
Tcnzin Delek's release due to
health problems

2. To ask government for
resPonse to the Ri npoche 's

documents which they had sent
to 26 governmert offices in
April

3. To send Rinpoche for medical
check up according to the rights
enshrined in the constirution,
due to his poor health, as per rhe
Doctor's medical descrip t io n.

Chinese local aurhorities re.jected
all three points, explaining that
it is not possible to hold a re-

and Rin poche ls we ll News has bccn rcleascd that
though Gyalwa Karmapa has
sought refuge in India, his family
members are still under watch by
the People's Republic of China
and heavily monitored by the
PRC's police force.

In particular, a relative of Gyalwa
Karmapa who happens to also
hold the position of Lama is
constantly under observation by
the PRC due to his starus as a

religious man, and his connection
to Gyalwa Karmapa.

trail
enou gh

Thc seven women we re senr
home on 16 July with a

declaration by Chinese
authorities that the appropriate
sentence has already been given
and denied receiving any letters
from Tenzin De le k,

Another Bqnned
Foce in Tibet

Banned is a word Tibetans both
inside and outside olTibet have
heard repetitively. It is used
almost daily by the People's
Rcpublic of China (PRC), and
felt by Tibetans in Tibet as they
awaken every morning to an
empty picture frame where His
Holiness the Dalai Lama's
picture could be, but is not.
His Holiness the Dalai Lama's
photograph is b an ned
eve rywhe re. Now, Gyalwa
Karm apa's photograph has
followed suit.

Voice of Tibet (VOT)'s source
reveals thar an announce[lcnt
was made by the People 's

Republic of China dicta ring
that all residents of Lhasa
cannot have or keep Gyatwa
Ka rm ap a's photograph. His
photograph has been n::.rio usly
banned in the Chamdo
Autono mous Region fcr the
past two ro three years before
rhe complere ban of hi:
phorogre ohs rook p lacc in
Lhasa.

Gyolwo Kormopo
In this particular situation, not
onlv is religious freedom taken
away f r.om Tibetan individuals in
Tibet. bur also rhe day-to-day
freedonr and joys are stripped
arvay l-ro nr Gyalwa Karmapa's
family members in Tibet since
they are warched and scrutinized
dailv.
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One More Tibetqn lntellecluol
Arrested

Kalsang Ti;ultrim, remembered for
his widely distributed video
restimonial in 2009, was recently

arrested on 7 luly 20lO at Dzoge

Counry in Sichuan Province.

Related information can be lottnd at

this link:
htt

Ngaba County. Although he had
qualifications to attain a higher
paid.iob wo rk ing alongside
Chinese doctors, he could only
6nd work at the Tibetan Me dical
Institution. But being a doctor
was not his only activity.

He and Kalsang Jinpa were
editors of a magazine known as

Dhurap Kyi Nga. On 2 I J une
20 10, Budar wrote an article in
Sha Dongri (Eastern Mountain)
illustrating how 'we' can get
human rights. He also published
a book celled Rolam which
became popular in the Tibetan
community in Tibet.

His co-editor, Kalsang Jinpa, a

former monk who had studied in
monaste ries both inside Tibet and

in India, had returned to Tibet
from India in 1996. He also, like
Budar, conrributed an article to
the magazine Sha Dongri ided
Suhtah Dhang Tsesog.

Around 19 to 2l July 2010, both
intellectuals werc arrested by
Chinese officials. They wcre
dee med separatists who were
creating havoc in the PRC by
spreading /z/sr information in
their writir,gs.

It is assumed that both men are

now locared at Barkham County,
but exact whereabouts including
rrial dates are not known.

a cal-about- he-
tibetans"> This is a video appeal

from a Tibetan inside Tibet to the

international communiry
Though enquiries have been made

by family members, no response or

reasons have been givcn by the

officids for his arrcst. But his arrest

is not unexpccted.

Two Tibeton
Wrilers Arrested in
Bqrkhom County

It was originally the monks who
werc the main victims of the
Chinese government's qucst to
reh a bi litate Tiber inro an

evolving civilization, much like
China itself. This meant weeding

out the septratittt and re-
educating mainly the monlstic
community due to Tibetan's
reliance on Buddhism as not only
a religion, but also a w,rv of
living.

But in this new generation, a new

movement is surfacing in which
intellectuals are subjected to
arrest, detention and even a life
time in prison. Intellectuals
including writers and artists like
Budar (34) and Kalsang Jinpa
(34) are labelled separatists for
their itlegal acions that criticize
the People's Republic of China
(PRC) and thereby cause political
disharmony.

Budar, a doctor of medicine,
studied at Tungchay Township
and late r be came a doctor
rcsiding at Bhama Township,

Kalsang, better known by his
pseudonym Gyitsang Takmig, has

been suspected of com mitting
political error and has been on the

mo.,e for at least a year to remain

safe from the authorities.

Family members suspect his arrest

occurred due to his expression of
alarm about the situation in Tibet
and treatmcnt of individuals. He

composed and distributed 2,500

VCDs discussinglibetan history and

recordings of the current desires,

aspirations, concerns, and dreams of
Tiberan people in Tibet. He also

wrote Milul La Phul W SemPa

(summarized as Sharing the Inner

Thoughts in My Heart) a book
which illusrrates the concerns ofthe
Tibetan people.

Kalsangt arrest is an example ofthe
current pattern of targeted Tibetan

intellecruals which includes artists,

writers, bloggen and cultural figures.

Vhat is considered freedom of
expression by the people is, fiom the

PRC's perspective, a fo:m ofpolitical
error .that can easily lead to an

unlawful arrest.
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The Tibetan CentreforHuman Rights and Democracf OCHRO) is an independent
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
for Tibet lt attempts to educale Tibelans on human rjghts principles and to work
with other human rights and democracygroups as part ola worldwide movement
towards these ends. TCHRD is regislered underthe lndian Societies Regislration
Ac.t 21 ot 1860 in '1996.

lf you would like lo subscribe to TCHRD's monthly Human Rights update or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal delails
(including e-mail) lo our ofllce.

Partial list of TCHRD publications

.The Next Generation:The Slate ol Education in Tibet Today 11997), Aehind
Bars: Prison Conditions,, fibet (1998) , Closing the Doors:Re/igious
Repression in Iibel (1998).Convention on tho Rights ot the Child (Tibetan
Translation) (1998).Democ?cy.An Education Booktet (1998), Feartess Voices:
Accounts ol Tibetan Formet Political Prisonerc (1998).Human Rights:A,
Education Booklet (1998)..4 Gudo to Human Rights (.1999),4 guido to
Democracy (1999).Tales ol Terrct.Tulurc in Tibet 11999).Brieling papet for
l'avellers to fi.ret (1999) .Torture and l-Treatment in Tibet (2OOO). Racial
Discrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibeta ns:Cr,ha's f/awe d economic
policy (2000). Destruction ol Sedhar lnsitute : A Special Repod (2002)
Dispossessed: Land and Housing R:tghts in Tib6t (2002) . Strike hard Campaign:
China's crackdown on political drssldenc€ (2004) . State of education in
l1bet A human Nhts perspective 12004\ , Kuxing:Todure in 'Ilbet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) ' lnternalionat Bi o, Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRO 1996-2006rA Decade of Human Rights Research . Raitway and China,s
Development Strategy in Tlbeti A Tale of Two Economies . prisoners of Tibet ,
Annual Report I Human Rights Situation in libel (1996 - 2OOA) .Uprising in
fibetan 2008 . Btieting pdper lot travellers to Tibet

I an s wit
TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a ditference. Your
support could rnstill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD
BECOME A MEMBER

Your bonefits and rcsponsibilities
v You'll receive free ofcost our Human
Rights update

", All our publications willbe sentlor free upon rEuest
, You'llreceive a membership card
v You can join our campaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members within lndia
US$ 201 lorstudent members outside lndia
US$ 401 fornon-student membersoutside lndia

Please e-mail us al offi ce@tchrd ory or wnte to us on
our address for further information

no

8 HUMANRlGHTSupdate. AUGUST 2010 Arpn Ftinters, G.9q6l, x.igr. (H.p) . 9a1g)aa7o8



IIUMAIII HG I (S

HUITAN Rq{IS rrd*
isa rult yn sletarorlre

Tib6ta Cstrtr
Hufllal Righbt{ D6flEr&y.

Reg. no: HP/DM A.110512008-2010

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

A Singing Nun's Journey
Palden Choedron rubs her fingers
against her wrist and says "There!"
She then swings her right arm back
to tap her back, 'And there! They
sent e[ectricity through me there."
She rcmarks in her quiet, yet vibrant
Tibetan voice. She says her skin fell
off; the heat from the electricity
burned it.

VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1

Hcr companions and she, alI
me mbers ofthe Shungsib nunnery
in Lhasa, had come to an agreement
beforehand, understanding thar
their actions would get thcm
arrested. They decided that when
questioned they would say- the
Tibetan flag was given to them by

SEPTEMBER 201O

This was the punishment she

and her five friends received after
being found in front of Barkhor
protesting and waving aTibetan flag

as they circled the main market.
They were pulled inro a detenrion
center and lined up, like felons,
waiting to be questioned and
tortured. Choedron shuddered at

the thought, but continues
speaking.

an old nun who had already died,
and the reason for their protest was

due to the unfair actions by thc
Chinese government from 1987 -
1989 when muhiple nuns were
dismissed from their nunnery. The
agree me nt was made to make sure

the Chinese officials could not
bring in other nuns and bystanders
and accuse rhem of being
participants or m asterm in ds

behind this plot. They remained

Orachi Prison where Nun Palden Choedrun spend most of her prison time

CONTEIIT

-A Slnging Nun's Journey (pg 1 )

Missing Student Reportedly in Detentio
entre ( pg 2)

iring a Job Means Rejecting Beliefs
)

ng: One-Way Ticket to Expulsion (

)

2008 Experience (pg 4)

Tibetan Patriotic Music Leads to Arrest (

)

Thirteen Years in Prison (pg 6)

Tibetan arrests in Ngaba County (pg 6)

betan monk jailed for 13 years (pg 5)

TCHRD ACTIVITIES BULLETIN

entre conducts workshop on up comi
on of Exile Tibetan Leaders (pg 7)

The Singing nun Palden Choedrun
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in the detention center for fo,r.
months, suffering from multiple
interrogations fille d with rorture
until October 1990 when rhcy
we re mored te Lhasa's
Inte rme diate Pcople's (iourt for
their trial.

Chemi Dickyi, Pempa Dolkar
and Choedron received a rhree
year sentence with their political
rights removed for one and a half
years. \fhile their companions
Vose r, Yangchen and Yangzom
received a longer sentence ofseven
years and had their political rights
removed for three years. This
would be the beginning ofa new
phase of her life as one of rhe
courageous singing nuns in Unit
3 of Drupchi prison.

The nickname singing nuns
came into existence in 1993, when
membcrs of the fcmale Unit, Unit
3 Room 4 composed, sang and
recorded lreedom songs filled
with hope and praising His
Holiness the Dalai Lama. The first
batch of tapcs was sent out
successfully through discreet
channels and their voices were
hcard all over Tibet.

It was the second time, in Unit
3 Room 6, that several nuns gor
caught. Though imme diate
punishment was not given. it
would only take until 27 August
1993, the day Chemi Dickyi,
Pempa Dolkar, and Choedron
were suppose to be released, for
the conscquences of their actions
to bc revealed. The police did not
allow them to leave, sraring a

decision had not been made on the
situation. Unit 3 split into two
subunits and the nuns found thar

every one of them faced additional
years in prison. Some werc lucky to
get only an additional five years
added to their sentence such as

Choedron, while others faced up to
an additional nine years on top of
their prior sentence term.

Paldcn Choedron was finally
released on 22 August 1998 from
hcr elongated sentence and given to
local police officials. Chi ncse
Communist Party (CCP)
regulations state ther a previously
arrested and detained nun cannor
return to her monastic studies.
Therefore, Choedron was left to
return home where her every action
was monitored.

In an attempt to leave the
Chinese conrrolled Tibe r, Paldcn
Choedron fled to Nagchu County
where she was caught and returned
to a detention center in Lhasa and
later put in prison lor one year.

After hcr release she made another
attempt at escape. She was finally
successful. On 10 August 2010
Palden Choedron entcred
Dharamshala, India. She brings with
her memories ofcourageous actions
while in prison. As she tells her tale,
her fingers lazily swirling over her
wrisr, she rcminds us once again why
she is not a fclon, but another brave
voice for Tibetans all ovcr Tibet.
Even if she does not think so, she
reprcsents hope.

Missing Student
Reportedly in
Detention Cenler
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP)'s

tight grip over thc Inrernet is a well-
known facr. lt is one of rheir mahy
methods to control and resrricr
information that funnels into the
People's Republic of China (PRC).

Kalsang Norbu, a resident of Sog
Counry Nagchu libetan Auronomous
Region "TAR" is a twenty year old
student at Nagchu High School
(translation for school name may vary).
On September 2009, Chinese sectriry
police entered his house with a warrant
for his arrest. He was arrested for
downloading pictures.

The People's Republic of China
discovered his and many other studenrs'
illcgtl actions by monitoring the
Inrernet. By screening Interner sites
and users, daily, rhe CCP can identify
which persons, Han Chinese or
minoriry, a-re carrying our acts againsr
the CCP that might cause political
disharmony. By monitoring the
Internet, they know whom to arrest.

Kalsang Norbu, like other Tibetans, was
arested for downloading a picture of
His Hohness the Dalai and rhe 'Ilberan

Flag in a cyber calt. His Holiness the
Dalai tamas picture has already been
banned all over Mainland China atd
anyone who supports him is considered
part of the 'Ddai Clique" which is
looked upon, negativcly, as a separarisr

group. Thercfore Kalsang Norbu was
arrested under rhe accusation of
panicipating in separatist activities.

His whereabouts were ud<nown lor
scveral months, but on December
2009, he was reponed rc be located at
a detention ccnter in Nagchu Trbetan
Autonomous Rcgion "TAR". There is

no news of firture rial dares or if he
will receive a just trial to bcgin with.

2 HUMAN RIGHTS updale. SEPTEMBER 20.10
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Acquiring o Job
Meqns Reiecting
Beliefs
\fith one hand holding a slogan and

thc other gripping a small Chinese

national flag, a group of students
held a protest in front ofa Chinese
governmcnt office in the Tibetan
Autonomous Region "TAR" on 2
September 2010. These students,
graduates of the Tibetan Higher
Institution for Medicine, feel there

is a growing disparity when
acquiring a job.

Gate of Tibetan Higher lnstitution for
Medicine

On 31 August 2010 an
announcement for recruitment was

released like every year before it. For
the ye of 2010, there was an

estimated 2,704 government job
vacancies. Under the Health and

Social \7ork Department for the
year 2009, there were 1,000 job
vacancies to be filled by the
Tibetan Higher Institution for
Medicinc's stude nts. 1,5I 1

applicants applied for the position.
Yet in 2010, only 56 vacancies were

reserved for thc students of rhe

Tibetan Me dical Institute which
does not meet the guarantee the

Chinese Bovernment had given,
which was to provide jobs for all
students. The 2010 graduating class

has 256 studcnts, but only 56 of
them are employed. About eighry

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

percent of the students
currently unemployed.

received no reply, resulting in the
protest the next day. The Chinese
officials believing the news of the
protest would spread rushed the
students behind c[osed doors.

A group of Tibetan students holding a
slogan and in the otherhand gripping a
small Chinese nationalflag during the
demonstration

It is one thing to have less job
offerings due to imme nse amount
of candidates and spaces already
being filled, but to require Tibetans
to reject their beliefs to get a job is
extrerne discrimination and
imposes upon the students'
freedom of religion and belief.

Furthermore, it is acknowledged
that Han Chinese who arrive with
proposals to improve or teach at

Tibetan schools are given Director
positions at Tibetan institutions
such as the Tibetan Medical
Institute wirho ut in te rvie ws,
exams or any other reasonable or
unreasonable require ments. This
inequality when attaining a job
exists both inside and outside the
Tibetan Auronomous Regio n

"TAR", but it is even more unfair
when Tibetans are treated as

inferior and given unequal jobs

because of their ethnic background.

It is getting to a point where
attaining a job means rejecting you
are Tibetan.

a re

Students all over the Tiberan
Autonomous Rcgion "TAR" have

begun to notice a down$,ard trend
whe n ir comes to jobs being
provided to people of Tibetan
origin. For rhose 56 Tibetan
students who managed to attain a

job undcr the Health and Social
tVork Department, th€y had to not
only face writtcn exams, but also

agrcc to scveral extremely personal

terms. One of the students who
managed to obtain the job
re members being told thc final step

to officielly get it is by fulfilling
three requirements. She must first
promises to fight against the
separatists - her own people.
Second, she must oppose and reject

the Dalai Lama. T,lr is second
re quirement imposes upon her
freedom of religion. Lastly, she is

asked ro wholeheartedly commit
and dedicate her life to the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP).

Many of the stude nts who faced

these demands spoke of the
emotional distrcss they felt having'
to decide between their people and

their country or their job. Yet
having grown up under the
Peoplct Republic of China, many
feel thcy have the right ro the jobs

that were guaranteed to them'
before they entered the school.
They all feel it is extremely unfair
to have their future stripped away

because they are a minority.

So on I September 2010, a day

before the protest, several students

made a request. to the head office
of the Tibetan Autonomous
Region's Health Department. They
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Protesting: One-Woy Ticket to Expulsion

On 2 April of this year, students of
MachuTibean Middle School all heald
the same announcement. "Ngawang
Lhamo is o<pelled", t}re announ<rment
speaker representing the Chinese
Communist Parry (CCP) barked out.

Ngawang Lhamo

Not only was Ngawang Lhamo's
position at lrer school terminated, but
she was a.lso given strict orders thar she
could not enter any other school. She
did nor have the rights ro an education
any longer.

The reasons for her expulsion and
several of her instructors' expulsion,
indud.ing Kyabche Dendui, the sdrool!
director and a poer at Machu Counry
Khalo'Ilbetan Autonomous Prefecrure,
Gansu Province was supposedly due to
the protest against Chinese policies in
Machu Counry. These protess, which
are supposed to be categorized as
freedom ofexpression, are labeled as a
revolt against the Communist
government that could endanger the
state. Thereforc, from the People's
Republic of China (PRC)'s perspective
direct action had to be taken ro
eliminate the tltreat.

Another classmate, Thupten Nyima
(17), was accused of being the ring
leader ofthe protesr. He was arrested
and has been detained since 28 March
2010. His trial, finally held in Khalo
Intermediate Pcoplet Court in Juiy,
sentenced him to rwo years in prison
for his unlawfiJ actions.

Thupbn Nymia

Along with the announcement of
fie expulsions to purge the threat of
another line of protests, the CCp
wamed that if another revolt were to
occur thc school would be officially
shut down. Lhamo adds that the
announcer made it very dear that it did
not make a diffcrence to the CCp if
one minute school in the Tibetan
Autonomous Region werc to close.
Indicating that educating a minority
communiry was th€ Ieast of rheir
priorities. The announcer cven dedared
that violence would be used to subdue
peace6.rl prorcsts ifir occurs again.

This is just one of many incidents
in which students are sripped oftheir
right to education because they
expressed their opinions and/or
concems for a ropic rhar is too sensidve

2010

School Gat6 ofMachu Middle School

for the CCP's ears. Student-run
protests orstudent panicipadon in
protests are becoming a one-way
ticket to expulsion.

A 2008 Experience
Tsering Dhondup, a former lama,
has finally found equaliry As he sits
in his small cell, he can hear the
screams of his cellmates in rhe
detention center and in the back of
his mind he knows his turn is
coming up soon. He has found
equality in rhe ill trcatment of
Tibetans in detention centers.

The 2008 protests that propelled
from the capital Lhasa, not only
brought international attenrion to
the human rights violations carried
out by China, but the People's
Republic of China a.lso took this
time to blame thc protests on the
Dalai Clique.

T

As a result, people like Tsering
Dhondup are one of the many
Tibetans arrested and detained by
the Chinese security police for
proresting €ainst Chinese rule and
supporring the Dalai Clique . He is
one of the many Tibe rans stripped
of human righrs and subjecred to
torture for saying "Free Tiber".

4 HUMAN RIGHTS updare . SEPTEMBER
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He is one of the manyTibetans who
have been electrocuted by elcctric
prods, who havc had needlcs digging
into their fingcrs and roes, and who
have had cigarettes jabbcd at wcry
sensitive part ofhis or her nude flesh,

all for saying "Frec Tibet". Dhondup
and others are dl tonured for stating
their opinion.

Aftcr bcing arrestcd on l6 March
2008, he and his cellmates endured
living in a small room with very little
food and no watcr. He describes that
at desperate times, he and his new
companions rcsorted to drinking
urine to quench their thirst.
Many of these protestors along with
Dhondup wer€ moved to a new
detcntion ccnter. Dhondup stayed

there for six months until his hedth
gave in. He was released with another
Tibetan protcstor due to heart
problems.

With 15,000 Yuan in the hands of
a guide, Tsering Dhondup entered
India on Scptcmber 2010 with
mcmories of his ill treatmcnt in jail
after the 2008 protests. Most of the
2008 protestors have becn detained
and tortured. Many of thcm have

disappeared under the hands of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
and only some are finally rcsur6cing
and arc given prison sentences. A few

lucky ones havc survivcd thc journcy
from Tibet into India to tell their
story. This is just one of many stories.

Tibeton Pqlriotic
Music Leqds lo
Arrest
'W'ords communicate ideas,
empathize with people and are

the foundation of day-to-day
activity. Vords form music,
music which we listen to and
enjoy. With headphones stuffed
in our ears, we forget the
importance of just that act. We
have the freedom to listen to
others' expression of opinion
through music.

But, just recently, Norbu
(19) From Sog County, Nagchu
Tibe tan Autonomous Re gion
"TAR" was arrested and
detained under the claim that he

was participating in separatist
actions that would harm the
Motherland, the Pe o p le's
Republic of China (PRC).

He was questioned and
tortured, repeatedly, for
listening to music.

Norbu explains, after being
released due to lack of evidence

against his crime, that there were

at least seYenteen other people
with him. All of them faced the
same tumultuous routine of
being questioned and tortured
for listening to sc?trdtiJt music.
Norbu was released with a fine
of 1000 Yuan and his mobile
phone filled withTibetan music,
gone.

The Tibetan Autonomous
Region "TAR", es peci ally
Lhasa, filled with smiling faces

greeting tourists will never
Ioudly broadcast Tibetan music
such es Bhol Pa Tio Chihdih Chi
(Tibetan People, Let's Unite)
because freedom of expression
is severely controlled.

Sources reveal that police
wander the streets incogni to
and arrest people listening to
any songs that contain
"politically incorrect" words.
Songs that express the lack of
freedom of expression and
human rights or songs that
praise His Holiness the Dalai
Lama or songs that just remind
the Tibetans to remain hopeful
are all confiscated. The listeners

are labeled part of the Dalai
Clique, a separ*ist organization.

The People's Republic of
China has set out to control the
freedom of expression through
music through a method the
PRC knows best' by instilling
fiear in rhe Tiberan community.
But this new generation of
artists, write rs and musicians
seem even less deterred to give
up their freedom of expression.
Understanding that they are

risking their life, these artists,
intellectuals and students
continue to pick up their pencils

to compose new lyrics or put
headphoncs into their friends'
ears and tell them to listen to
songs filled with hope.

HUMAN RIGHTS upda,s .SEPTEMBER 20'10 5
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Thirteen Yeors i
Prison

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Not only was \Tangdul Gyatso
arrcsted on thc samc day hc held
his protcst, but his fathcr, Pcma

Yeshi, a man working under the
pay roll of the Chincse
Communist Party (CCP) was dso
fired.

Tibetqn monk
ioiled for l3 yeors

Tibctan monk was sentcnced to
13 years in prison by the
in termediate people's court in
Chamdo, Tibct Autonomous
Region ("TAR") on 8 September
2010.

'\tr(angdue Gyatso was arrested on
2 August 201 0 after staging a solo
protest against Chinese
Gove rnme nt, cafling slogans for
a "Free Tibe t and Swift return of
Dalai Lama to Tibet". His
familics wcre left uninformed
until he was sentenced.

Gyatso was ordained in Gara
Monastery when hc was a child
and later moved to Palyul
Monastery, Dcge County Eastern
Tibct to study Buddhist
Philosophy.

His father was re cently expelle d
from his government post due to
Gyatsot pro rcst.

n

On 2 October 2009, lVangdul

Gyatso held a solo protest at a

market place locate d in Chamdo.

Gyatso, a twcnty-threc year old
man from Gonio Counry Chamdo
Tibetan Autonomous Region
"ThR", was previously a member of
Raja Monastery (spelling may vary).

Thcre hc studied Tibctan religious
texts until his promotion into the
Peyul Monastic Institution to study
mainly rcligious debate .

During his solo protest, he held up
various signs. One called for the
swift and safe return of His Holiness
thc Dalai Lama to Tibe t. Another
simply re ad 'Free Tibct'.

As a member of the Unircd Nations,
Peoplet Republic of China (PRC)
has legal obligations as stated by the
Unitcd Nations Charter. One of
these obIigations is to respect
human rights and fundamental
freedoms of its people. Therefore,
taking into account thar the PRC
demands that Tibet is part of the
larger China and that the solo
protcst did not include any violence,
by United Nations' standards,
Vangdul Gyatso was simply
expressing his frcedom of opinion
and he has cvery right to do so.

But the PRC continuBs to ignore its
obligations ro the United Nations
Charter. The PRCI security force
rcpeatedly arrests peaceful protestors
such as Vangdul Gyatso under the
allegation that these protestors are
rcvealing "state secrets" and/or
causing "political error".

!0?angdul Gyatso's whereabouts
were not revealed until August
2010 when the Chamdo People's

Court, inside closed doors, gave

him a sentence of thirteen years

in prison for exprcssing his views.

A Tibeton qrrests
in Ngobo Gounty

Julab Dawa was arrested on I
October 2010 in Ngaba County,
Ngaba "Tibet Autonomous
Prefecture" "TAP" S ichuan
Provincc according to information
received by the Tibctan Centre for
Human fughts and Democracy.

Dawa, 38, is a tcacher at aTibetan
School in Ngaba Counry and aiso

work as the editor for a journal
"Durab Ki Nga". Two writes of
thc same journal have been
arrested earlier.

Dawa had been detained for about
a month with accusation of
leading massivc burning ofclothes
are made of animal fur and skin
aftcr the Dalai Lama spoke against
use of animal skin and fur during
the Amaravati Kalachakra 2006.

Hc is currently said to be held at
a dctention centre in Ngaba
region but exact Iocation is
unknown.

C HUMANRlcHTSrrpdafe . SEPTEMBER 2010

Wangduc Gyatso was born to
father Pema Yeshi and mother
Tsega in 1984 in Rasa Village,
Lingchung Valley, Gojo County
and fifth son of his parents.
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Centre conducls workshop on up coming election of Exile
Tibelqn Leoders
Tibetan Ccntre for Human Righr
and Dcmocracy (TCHRD)
conducted work shop on upcoming
election of Kalon Tiipa (Prime
minister) and members oFTibetan
parliament in Exilc at Dekyiling

Mr. Tsering Vangchu, additional
secretary of Kashag (Department of
Ministers) spoke on system of
functioning of the Exccutive Body
(Kashag) in Exile Government and
Middle \Vay Approach.

Resource persons and their
related topics

Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, Ex Chief
election commissioner gavc detailed
account of the p artici pato ry

democrary in exilc with discussing

statisdcel data, lacts and figures ofpast
elections and he urgcd and strcss how
important individual play roles in
democratic government and Tibetan
people need to par r icipa r io n

maximum level in upcoming election
of Exilc lraders.

Tiberan Scttlement Dehradun, U.A
North India from 29-30 Septcmber

2010.

This 2 days work shop attendcd by

53 participants from more than 12

different Tibetan se ttle mcn ts,
Rajpur, Poanto Sahib, Herbcrt,
Puruwalah, Dhondupling, Tscring
Donden, Saton, Mussoorie,
Dekyiling who represented membcr
of regional election commissioncrs

and Observers and also somc local

Tibctans who are intercsting such

workshop.

One ofthe participant's asks a question during the workshop

Mr. Jampa Monlam, Ass istan t
Director ofTCHRD dclivered a talk
on Curre nt Human Rights Situation
in Tibet by using power point.
TCHRD received tre me ndous
response and appreciation from the
audicnce during the feed back session

afte r the workshop.

workshop in progress
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ll adeliwod, kindty rctun lo:

E{ail: yardrong@t*d.org, otfice@tcttrd.org;
Ph:0091 1892 U33ffiln*74. Fax:22fi74

Tibehn Cfftrc for Hurnan Rights and Dano*y
Top Floor, Nadrang BuildirE

GaqdEn Kyishong

DhrrrEda 176215

H.P INOIA

Website: rvtrv.tdtrd.org;

The Tlretan Centr br Human Rights and Democracy ffCHRD) G an independent
cantrB which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
forTibet. lt attempts to educale Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with oth€r human dghts and democrasygroups as partofa norldwiJ€ movement
towadsthgse ends. TCHRD is.egistered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Acl 21 o, 1860 in 1996.

lf you would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights update or to
order one of our publiqations, pleage send your nam€ and postal details
(including e-mail) to our ofnce.

Partial lbt of TCHRD publications:

.The Next C,oneration .The slate of Educatbn in libat Tday (19971, PFJhind
Bars: Pr:son Conditions in Tibet (1998\. Ctosing the Doorc:Religious
Reprossbn i, 77bol (1998).Corvention on the Rbhts ot the Cr,i/d Cnaetan
Translation) (1998).D€moqac-yAn Educdtion Eooktet (1998), Feartess Voicesl
Accounts ol Tibetan Former Politic€! prisoners (1999).Human Rights:A,
Education Booklot (1998).t cutde to Human Rights (i999)./4 grde to
Oeaocracy ('1999).Tal6s of Tenor:IorturB in nbet (19ggt Biefing paper lor
ttdwllers to Tibea (1999) .Torture and lllTreatment in Tibet (2000). Racial
Oiscrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverish ing Tibetans: Chrira b 

'tawo 
d ecqpmic

policy (2OOO!. Destruction of Sefthar tnsitute : A Specidt Repod (ZOO2)
Dispossessed: tand a N Housing Rights in nbet (2002) . $nke hard Ca;paBn:
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Human Rights begin with you. Your concem
and participation make a difference. Your
support could instillfaith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Your bonoffts .nd r.sponsibilltiat
, You'll receive frEe ofcost our Humrtr
Righa update
v All our publications will be sentfor free upon rcquest
, You'll receive a membe[ship card
, You can ,oin our campaigns
r Annual membaship fue:
Rs. l00l br members wihin lndia
US$ 201 for student members oubide lndia
US$ 40/. for non-student members outside lndia

Please +mail us at olttce@tchrd o/g or wite to us on
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Chonge in Bilinguol Educotion Policy
to Drqsticolly Sideline Tibeton
longuoge

Bcijing Univcrsity studcnts dso
protcstcd.

The rcasons givcn by thc Qinghei
Provincial Govc rn mc n t for
changing the Bilingual
Educational Policy and imposing
Chincse as the mcdium of
education arc:

Tibetan students protest at Rebkong

]7
ocToBER 20r0

Thcre havc becn widc-spread
protcsts by studcnts across Tibctan
areas in prescnt-day Qinghai
Province at a timc when thc
Bilingual Educational Policy is

about to be changed because this
will resulr in comple tely sidelining
Tibctan as the me dium of
education. In addition to putting

up banncrs and postcrs; studcnts

have taken out peaccful Drotests

across thc province. In support of
the gricvancc ofthe students; more

than a hundred tcachers have

submitrcd a petirion, students of

i) Firstly; ifTibetan is maintained
as the medium of education
Tibetans will always rcmairr
backward;

-Chang€ in Bilingual Educstion Policy
Side line Tibetan(Pg I )

Students Rise Against Sin

sontonces for Drspung Monks

Nun Relsased in Unstsble Me

TCHRD ACI]VITIES BULLETIN

Sonam Phuntsok's blorgraphy (Pg

talk (pg 7)

hop on digital security (Pag 7)
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ii) That thc Tibctan peoplc will
not bc ablc to bcncfit from thc
ncw job opportunities arising
from Chi na's cco nom ic
dcvclopment;

iii) Vhat is morc; that Tibetan
studcnts will not be ablc to benefit
from the higher educational
opportunities; all of which arc in
Chincsc;

iv) And finally; that using Chinese
as thc mcdium of education will
bencfit all Tibetans in the long
tcrm.

In addition to the aboYe reasons

from imposing Chinese as the
mcdium of cducation the
governmcnt has also stated that
this policy will be implemented
only in a phascd manner.
Howcvcr; thc rcasons why
Tibetan studcnts arc protesting
ageinst the imposition of Chinese
at thc medium of school
cducation arc:

i) Thrt Tibctan language will
immediatcly bc rcduced to rhe
status of a sccond language
bccausc all othcr subjects will be

taught in Chinese;

ii) Sccondly because therc will be
fcv job opportunitics in lcarning
Tibctm; that evcn if it is taught
as e sccond language there will be
littlc or no interest in learning a

languagc for which there is litde
or no practical use;

iii) Thirdly; and mosr
importantly; at a timc when the
Tibetan pcoplc arc struggling to
prcscrvc thcir culturc; not keeping
Tibctan as thc mcdium ofschool

cducation could cnsurc thc dcmisc
of Tibctan culture bccause onc's
mother tongue is what gives both
unity and idcntiry to culture.
For the above reasons; the Tibctan
studcnts arc urging thc Governmcnt
of China to rcspect their right to thc
frecdom of language and culture
which are cnshrined in the
Constitution of China. In fact, all
that the Tibetan studcnts arc
re questing is for the Governmcnt to
respcct thc laws enshrined in the
Constitution of China regarding the
rights ofMinorities to preservc their
separatc language, culturc and
identity.
'W'hat is morc; it is not only in thc
Constitution; cvcn in the more
reccnt '$fl'hite Papcr' the
Government of China has again
stated clearly that it recognizes rhe
right of 'minorities' to preserve their
language, culture and idenriry.

And it is not just the Constitution
and the reccnt'Vhite Paper' Chinat
specific poliry on 'Regional Ethnic
Autonomy' recognizcs the rights of
all 'minoritics' within thc Peoplet
Republic ofChina to preserve their
culture, language and idcntity.

This includes not just Tibctans but
also pcople of East Turkistan,
Southcrn Mongolia and Manchuria.

Thc Tibctan Ccntrc for Human
Rights and Dcvclopmcnt
(TCHRD) urges the conccrned local
officials not to impose the 'one-
language' policy and to hccd to the
wishes of thc studcnts and to
continue with the current'two-
languagc' policy which has worked
so well thus far. Most of all;
TCHRD would likc to appeal to thc
leaders of thc Govcrnmcnt of China

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
),

in Beijing ro rcspcct rhc
Constitution; thc current policy
and laws l€" all ofwhich rccognizr
thc right of 'minoritics' to prescrve

the rcspcctive languagc, crrlturc and
idcntity and to give thc ncocssary

dircctives to thc officials in thc
areas concerned so that peace can

be restored and also that thc
Tibetan pcoplc in these ercas can

continue to prcscrve thcir lmguege
and culture frec from fcar.

Rebkong Students
Rise Agoinst
Sinicizqtion of
Educotion
On 19 October 2010 in
Rebkong (Chincse : Tongrcn)
county in Malho "Tibctan
Au tonomous Prefecture"
"(TAP)" in Qinghai province,
thousands of Tibe tan studenrs
came out in the streets to protcst
against thc education rcforms
and the inequality faccd by the
Tibctans.

The me e ting on cducati o n
reform by rhc Education
Dcpartment of Qinghai
province, the local Communist
Party Secretary and Chairman
ordered that all subjccts arc
requircd to bc taught in
Mandarin and alI textbooks to be
printcd in Chinese and except for
Tibctan and English language
classcs.

Rcbkong's First National Middle
SchooI studcnts rallicd through
th€ county joincd by studcnts
from di fferent schools, rhe
Tongren County Yifu
Nationalitics Middlc School, the
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Tongrcn District Residen tial
School, thc Tongren Modcrn
Me dicinc Collcgc, thc Malho
National Tcachcr Training
Institutc, and the Malho
Nationalities Middle School, till
thcy rcachcd thc main square of
the Rcbkong CountY
G overn men t and Malho
Prefccture Government gate.

Rac.nt pto6.t rt R.bkong

Thc students were joincd by thc
public and monks from Rcbkong
Monastery in support of the rallY

which mainly voiccs out for the

l€cEqualiry for Nationaliries
and Frccdom for Languagc.i€'
The demonstration \ as not
political in nature and demandcd

for thc rcspect and protcction of
Tibctan culture,

The Lhasa Inte rmcdiate Peoplct
Court has sentenced two Drepung
monlc to hcavy scntcnccs in Junc
2010 for their activitics in March
2008 according to confirmed
information rcceived by the Tibetan

Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy (TCHRD). Thc monks,

Jampel W'angchuk and Kunchok
Nyima, wcrc scntcnccd to life
imprisonmcnt and 20 ycars Prison
term rcsPectiYelY.

On 10 March 2008, around 350

monks from Drcpung Monastery

startcd a ptotcst and v/ent on

towards L,hase City. Policc stoppcd

thcm on their way and barriedcd
tlem, due to which thc monks went

on to observc hungcr strike. Somc

of thc monks were detaincd and

othcrs scnt back to the monastery.

Thc police deported monks
belonging to Sichuan and Qinghai
Provinccs to their arca oforigin.

On I I April 2008, JamPel
r0(Iangchuk and Kunchok NYima

were arrcstcd from D repung
Monastcry and sincc then 'no

information was availablc until
rcccntly. Around Junc 2010 thc

Lhasa Intermcdiatc PcoPlet Court
scntcnccd Jampcl \Tangchuk to life

sentcncc and KunchokNYima to 20

years in prison. Although their
sentcnces were informed, howevcr,

thcir whcrcabouts havc not becn

disclosed tilI date.

Jampel Vangchuk, lay name TlePhcl,

is 51 years old and originates from

Tsotoed Township, PhcnPo

Lhundup County. Hc bccamc r
monk in 1982 end mastcrcd in
scripturcs. At thc timc of arcst, hc

Jampel Wangchuk

In spring 2008 monks in hugc
numberwcre arrcsted from Dtcpung
monastery and out ofthcm around

40 wcre known to have been given

various prison t€rms. The
whercabouts of Ngawang Chonyi,
Ngawang Scrtho and a cook
nicknamcd as Gyakpa (Tib
translation: Fatso), ctc is still
unknown. A monk, Gyalpo, dicd in
prison duc to torturc in August
2009.

Drcpung Monastcry is still undcr
hcavy vigilancc by the Chincsc
authorities. A 60-mcmbcr work
tcam lcd by high ofiicials, dcputy
lwel, from rhc government of "Tibct

Autonomous Region" ("TAR"),
"TAR" National Pcoplct Congress

and Peoplct Politicel Consultative

Confercnce, conduct daily political
and legal classcs for thc monks. A
ream of Peoplc's Armed Policc
(PAP) has bccn stationcd in thc

monestcr), under thc prctcxt of
maintaining "fi rcfi ghtcrs".

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Heor4y senlences for Drepung Monks
was the disciplinarian of the
monistcry. Kunchok Nyima, 4l
ycars old, bclongs to Zari Township,

Dzogc Counry Sichuan.

Thc protcst startcd from
morning end continucd till
aftcrnoon, e sourcc said that thc
policc camc but did not erlcst
anyonc.

This protcst is thc rcsult of thc
continuous PartialitY bY the

Chincsc govcrnment and their
ettcmpt to mitigatc thc Tibctan
culturc and languagc.

Notc: Picturcs of thc
dcmonstration in Rcbkong is
evailablc on our wcbsite
wws.tchrd.org
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Congretulations to Mr. Liu Xiaobo
for winning the 2010 Nobel Peace

Prize

Thc Tibctan Centrc for Human
Rights and Dcmocracy (TCHRD)
congratulates Mr. Liu Xiaobo on
bcing confcrcd this yeart Nobel Pcace

Prizc. Thc Ccntrc is dceply moved at

thc rccognition givcn to him for he
cmbodics the views and couragc of
thc Chincsc peoplc. Thc nation of
China deservcs this award for the
millions of pcople who strivcd for
frccdom, digniry and human rights.

It is extrcmely encouraging to learn
that the Nobel Commitee defied the
threat issucd by the state of People's

Republic of China against awarding
this prestigious prizc to Mr. Xabo.
In recognizing him a strong message

has passcd through the hearts and
minds of thc Chincse peoplc that the
moYemcnt for human rights and
frccdom in China is highly respected

by thc international community.

t07ith thc rise of China as a global
power with cnormous e conomic
prospcriry in thc last three decades, ir
is about timc thc stare allows genuine
civil and political rights for the
Chincsc peoplc. Thc Tibctans
imprisoncd for their expression of
opinion and beliefs will be highly
cncouragcd that Mr.Xabo who has

also advocated strongly for frecdom
in Tibet has won the Nobcl Pcacc

Prizc which His Holiness thc Dalai
l,ama won in 1989.

Pongri-No Nun Releqsed in Unstoble
Mentol Condition

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUIVIAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
24

Rinpoche was also arestcd. And on
22nd Scptembcr 2009 in Kandzc
prefecture thc intermediatc court
sentenccd him for 8 years and 6
months. fught nowhe is in Sichuan

One of thc peaceful protesters from
thc Pangri-Na Nunnery, Sonam
Choedon, 36, from Lhoba
Township, Kardze Counry Kardze
"Tibet Autonomous Prefectu re"
"TAP" Sichuan, has been released in

Sonam Choedon

unstable mental state after being
tepeatedly rortured in dcntetion
centre. According to information
received by the Tibetan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD), she has now bccome
unable to control herselfbecausc of
bcing hit by thc butt of a gun. Due
to which shc is released and taken ro
hcr family. Now she is mcntally
unstable and continucs to cry and
necds constant cerc,

On 14 May2008, around 200 nuns
from Pangri-Na Nunncry and
Yangteng Nunncry staged a peaceful
protcst against thc Chincsc
Govcrnment in Kandze Countp
during that time rhe PSP and PAP
held them and arrcsted lots ofnuns.
That timc the head of thesc rwo
nunncries Tulku Purbu Tiscring

provincc in Mcyang Prison. His
condition is vcry critical as ofnow.

Out ofthe arrested nuns from the
nunnery the nuns &om Pangri-Na,
Sonam Lhatso sentenced for 10

ycars, and Bhumo for 9 ycars, Sokha
and Yangchcn Khando for 3 ycars,

Tashi Lhamo for 2 ycars. Most of
the othcr nuns have bccn rcleased but
thcy were send out of thc Nunncry
and wcrc madc to rctum back to rheir
homcland.

Nun Sonam Chocdon has bccn hit
by thc butt of the Gun and has

reccived a scvcre injury on the hcad
and thus shc couldnt control hcrsclf
and became mad. Thc Chinesc
policc on l5 Scptcmbcr 2008 had
to takc hcr back to homc. She
continuas to cr)r:rnd shouts and has

to be takcn carc throughout thc day.
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Releqse of
lntellectusls
Thc Tibetan Centre For Human
Rights and Dcmocrary (TCHRD)
receivcd thc ncws that, Kalsang

Tlultrim, pen name GYitsangTakmig

from Kanlho "Tibgtan Autonomous

Prefecture" ('TAP'), Gansu Provincc,

who has becn arrested on 27 JulY

2010 on rhe ground of commitring

Political Eror, has been released on

15 October 2010.

He tomposed and distributed VCDs

on the history ofTibet and the lack

of frcedom in Tibet. The VCDs has

been widely distributed in manY

Tibetan areas in Gansu, Qinghai and

Sichuan Province.

In September around 40 friends and

family membcrs wcnt to ask about his

whereabouts to the local officials, to

which they were told to go back and

that they would ask the leaders and

inform them. He has been taken to

diffcrent prisons since his arrest and

was released from Kanlho Prefecture

prison.

On I 5 October 2010, Kalsang
Tsultrim was released on the condition

that he would not particiPate in any

politics related work.

0n 1 4 October 2010, writer
Shogdung has also bcen relexed on

bail.

A video appeal from a Tibetan inside Tibet

to the Intemationd CommunitY

The Tibetan Ccntre for Human
Rights and DemocracY
(TCHRD) is organizing a Press
confercncc at LhakPa Tsering
Hall, Department of
Information and I ntc rnation al

Relations (DIIR) on the fresh

videotapcd information reccived

from Tibet that apPeal to the

Tibct. Kalsang Tsultrim took a

grcat personal risk of recording
and distributing vidc o

testimony giving dctail account

of Tibetan history since the
flight of Dalai Lama into exile ,

lack of human rights in Tibct,
suffering of Tibetan PeoPle,
struggle, hopcs, asPirations of
Tibe tan pe oplc inside Tibet and

his appeal to the outside world.
The hour long video testimonY

Kalsang Tlult lm

International communities to act y71s recorded on l8 July 2009
swiftly on behalf of the Tibetan and was latcr cditcd with the
peop[e who arc victims of input ofrelated video footages
human rights violations in Tibet' and snaps for thc final version

in a VCD that was widely
Kalsang Tsultrim also known by distributcd in many Tibctan
pseudonym of Gyitsang Takmig arcas in Gansu, Qinghai and
is a monk of Gyitsang Gadcn Sichuan Province. Kalsang is

Choekorling Monastcry in wcll verscd in writing essays,

Sangchu County (Ch:Xiahe), composing lyrics etc. He had
Kanlho "Tibetan Autonomous even authorcd a book.
Prcfccturc" ('TAP'), Gansu
Province, onc ofthc main focd According to thc sourcc who
points of last ycar's protests in dcli,vered t$c vidco restimony

Rc lz e d iafotmation h oc :
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told thc Ccntrc that, " Kalsang
Tiultrim wishcs to distributc this
vidco as widcly as possible insidc
Tibet notwithstanding a great
personal risk involvcd so as to
educatc primarily the illitcrates
and gencral Tibctan public who
wcrc fcd with daily dosc of
govcrnmcnr-sponsorcd
propaganda with the true history
of Tibctan struggle for fre e dom,
thc Dalai Lama's call for the
genuinc auto n o my through
middlc way approach, human
rights situation in Tibct. He dealt
in lcngth with the Tibetan
pcoplct hope and aspiration of thc
Dalai Lama's rcturn ro rightful
placc, lack of human rights
including rcligious frccdom that
led to the flight of many rcligious
lcadcrs including Karmapa, Arja
Rinpochc and others who could
have casily choscn luxury and
privilcges under rhe Chinesc
governmcnt rathcr than coming
into exilc."

Kalsang Tsultrim vidco testimony
also touchcs many rcccnt evcnts in
Tibct and Chincsc govcrnment
policics which lcd to thc
displaccmcnt of a largc number of
Tibetan nomads in thc name of
dcvclo pmc n t, and thcreby
complctely altcring thcir nomadic
way of life, cxtraction of Tibet's
natural rcsourccs, dcstruction of
fragilc cnvironmcnt, cconomic
margi n alizat io n and social
cxclusion of Tibctans, lack of
frecdom ctc. Hc further clucidatcs
on reccnt farmi n g boycott
moYement in Tibct, self-
immolation bid by Lobsang Tashi
a.k.a Tapey of Kirti Monastcry,
suicidc by a monk of Ragya
Monastcry, arbittary ar res t,

detention of thousands of
Tibctans post 2008 March
protcsts in Tibet.

Thc vidco mcssagc also appe als

to the Unitcd Nations and
International communities thar
they havc moral obligation to
speak on behalf of the Tibetan
peoplc insidc Tibet who are
living in constant fear and under
severc repression.
Kalsang rlvent on to rctort the
Chinesc Iaw on National
Regional Autonomy by saying,
"thc laws on national regional
autonomy stipularcd under the
Chine sc Constitution
guarantees the fundamen tal
rights of minoritics including
Tibctans. But in reality it is a

comple tely diffcrcnt scenario
wherc our fundame ntal rights
arc not being respected at all.
Tibct is governed as just anorher
tcrritory or rcgion in thc
People's Re public of China, but
nothing is donc to build thc
harmonious society that thc
govcrnmcnt promiscs."

"r07c do not haYc frecdom of
rcligion and politics because
most of thc rcligious and
political wcbsitcs arc full of
propaganda that distorts thc
situation.'Wc do not hate thc
Chincse, but wc rcspcct truth
and justicc. '1tr7c wcre protcsting
against Chinese rule bccause thc
local authoritics are not acting
according to China's
Constitution and autonomy
laws. Thc Prcmicr of thc
Pcoplct Rcpublic of China said

that China respccts truth lnd
justicc. But Tibctans don't havc
cqual rcligious, political, and

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
?,

economic rights. So, many
Tibe tan pcoplc secrificcd thcir
Iives to protcst against Chincsc
rule Iover the past ycar],
including mysclf hcre today,
bccause we want cqual human
rights and freedom. Vc will
ncver give up our fight for
freedom and truth until Chinesc
policies changc rcgarding thc
imple mcntation of thc
Constitution," Kalsang
concluded.
The Tibctan Centrc for Human
Righ ts and Democracy
(TCHRD) consider the vide o
message and vicw conveycd by
Kalsang Tsultrim purcly as

gcneral exercise of the
fu ndamcn tal frecdom of
exprcssion and right to opinion
enshrincd in thc Chinese
constitution and other major
international covenants that
China is party to. Thc Centre
believcs that thc mcssage and
views convcycd by Kalsang is
widcly sharcd by pcoplc insidc
Tibe t. Kalsang's outburst is a sign
of Chinat continuing rcprcssion
insidc Tibct and a manifcstation
of widcsprcad human rights
violations. His initiative in this
cxpose under such risky
citcumstanccs indicatcs thc deep
scated helplcssncss that pushcs
Tibetan pcoplct cndurance to thc
very cdgc of human capacity.
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Geshe Sonqm Phunlsok's biogrophy
Tibetan literature to monks from 35

different mo nasterics. He also

recorded historical descriptions of 13

monasteries in Kardzc "TAP". Geshc

was base d at Dhargay Monaste ry in
Rongbatsang District but oftcn

Gcshi Sonam Phuntsok was passcd

way on 5 April 2010 aftcr failcd to
rccorcr from his prolong hcalth
problems duc to being tonurcd to
prison.

Centre talk

Geths son'm Phuntsok 
to monastcries and remote

Beclground villages throughout Kardze County
to conduct religious ccremonies and

Gcshc Sonam Phuntoskwas born in teachings. ln 1996, Gcshe travelled

l95l in Chocsa Village, Shusar to India to visit holy places for
Township, Ronbatsang District, pilgrimagc. Hc met with the Dalai

Kerdze County. Early in his Lama as part of his pilgrimagc
childhood, he was ordained as a during that time. Gcshe Sonam

monkandattheagcofl8 he reccived Phuntsok rcturned to Tibct and

seqcd initiation and othcr religious continued to conduct rcligious
tcrchings from emincnt Buddhist ccremcinics for nearly thrce years

masters. In thc 1980s he taught thcrcafter.

On 18 Octobcr 2010, Mr. Jampa
Monlam, Assistant Dircctor was

invited to givc a talk on currcnt
human rights situation in Tibet,
organized by campaign for Middle
Approach at TCV Day School,
Dharamsda India.

Around 150 local peoplc from
different walk of lifc attended the

event and Mr. Jampa Monlam
answered all the pertincnt qucstions

from the audience.

'W'orlohop on Digital Security

Mr. lobsang T!;ultrim Yardrong, Field

Ofticer, attended four day workshop
on Computer Digital Sccur ity,
organized by Students for Free'Ilbet
(SFT) at annex hall of Library of
Tibct \?'ork and Achicvc (LT'\7A),

Ganchcn Kf shong, Dharamsda.
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The Tibe tan Ccntrc for Human
Rights and Dcmocrary (TCHRD)
publishcd thc biography of Geshc

Sonam Phuntsok in October 2010.

The book is available in Tibetan
Ianguage only.

II

More than 50 pcople rcprcscnting
from various Non -Govcrnmcntd
Organization NGOs, Govcrnment
and other individual computer gccls
attcndcd the four day workshop.
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Tha Tbdn Cen!! for Human Rights and Democracy ([CHRD) b an independont
cantD wiich aims to promoto and proteci human rights and a democratic polity
br Tlbot. lt attempts to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
w h ottEr human rt hts and democ.acy groups as part ot a worldwile movement
towards thoso snds. TCHRD is r€gistered underthe lndian Socisties Registration
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have been stripped of their human dignity.
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Rights update
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Two Tibetqns
Sentencero LenglhY
Prison Term
Thc Lhoka Intcrmcdiatc PeoPlct

Court scntcncc( two Tibctan
mclchana, Sonam Bhagdro and Tashi

Topgnl, to I 5 and 5 )'errs Prison term

respcctivcly.

The Lhoka Public Securiry Bureau

(PSB) arrestcd the two in,\ugust
2009 on susPicions of Political
activities. UntiI their appearance in

the court, their whereabouts have

remained unknown sincc thcir arrest'

Sonam Bhagdro was born in 1965

in Jhorya Township, Tiona Counry.

After completing his Middlc School,

he joined the Communist PartY of
the Counry. Through his busilrcss

ventures, he has been helPing in the

educetion of students, medical

expenses and expenses ofthe county

monastery. He was an exemPlarY

businessman in the counry loved bY

the people. He was awarded the

Exemplary Citizen of the CountY.

30-ycar-old Tashi Topgyal was also

born in Jhorya Township, Tlona
County. Hc lives with his wife'and
child doing business for livclihood.

Jongpo Chung lo
posses owoy
Jangpa Chung la, the SecretarY of
Scardr Commimcc for thc Elcvcnth

Panchcn Lama Passcd awaY on 13

Novcmbcr 2010 at a relativci homc

in Luding, Shigatsc Ciry 'Tibct
Autonomous Regiori' ("IAR"). He

was constandy under strict surveillance

aftcr complerion of four years prison

term in 1999.

On 17 May 1995, JangPa Chung la

and Chadrel JampaTiinley Rinpoche,

the Secrctary and Head of Scarch

Committce for thc Reincamation of
Panchen Lama, were arrcstcd at

Chengdu Airport. They wcre accused

of secredy contacting the Dalai lama

during the scarch Process. The two

were then charged of "Endangering

National Securiry and lraking State

Secrem". The Shigetse Intermediate

Peoplei€rus Coun on 21 APril 1997

sentenced Chadrel Rinpoche arrd

Jangpa Chung la to six and four years

prison term rupectirely. During the

time, Samdrup, a businessman, was

also senrenccd to r,vo years prison

term,

The Chinese government maintarns

srrict surveillance of all the people

connectcd in the search for the
Eleventh Panchen Lama. Although
Chadrel funpoche is known to have

been released upon completion ofhis
prison term, thcre is ,ro intbrmation
about his whe,'eabous or health satus.

-Two Tibetans Sentenco to Lengthy

Chung 18 Passas aflay ( Pg 'l)

ary- US Rel€ases Annual lntern

igious FrEedom Rsport (Pg 2)

CONTENT
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summory - us Releqses Annuol lnternotionq! Religious
Freedom Report

Communist Party (CCP) and the in the wakc of a major earthquake

On Tibet socialist system. Monks and nuns flcd in the yushu TAp in April 20i0.
from their monasteries and nunncries

rhe united states continues to be Hffi,:5r.1il*;U:i::;,i: ftf* *,ff:;::?:..r,::i:,1
concerned for thc preservation and ,.r51o1i. o".ril ,umb..s of monks discrimination, including bcingdevelopmcnt of thc Tibctan and nuns in monastcrics and nunnerics denied rooms at hotels. suchpcoplet uniquc religious' cultural, remained * rigrifi*";ry lower levcls ai...r-irr,"ry rreatment wasand linguistic heritage and the ,n- pr.-u"r.i zooi. ' particurarry scvere in Iarge cities-protection of their fundamental
Luman rights. The government continued to brame ff:::lT 

Beijing' Shanghai' and

p":i"q,l: reporrins period, the H:il'-:rffirT:lfJ*'.;:ff:jii s...ioor. Rcrigious Dcmogrephylevcl of rcligious repression in the .1xL61 ,t", ti. ,u...r.* would haveTAR and other Tibctan a

remained high, especiary "-,*q ;r:'".'r,; JrJ"*.$;ff;H;: iffij,,:rr::,;l:J#."?l ,i331major religious holidays and describ€d the'6al; i"-"""'tt.,,,o.t Tibetan Buddhist monasterics withsensitivc annivcrsaries- Th. i-port"nt cause of instability in 120,000 monks and nuns in thcSovernmcnt remaincd wary of 1;6g1.', TAR and Gansu, einghai, SichuanTibctan Buddhism and thc cenual
rolctraditionallyptayedbythcoda Monks and nuns, as we, as lay ni..";:i)r3':J[n*,'*ffi
i:::ilL-T:lj:::nel:IL.,at, ribetans, continucd ,o ,.po.. 46,000 monks and nuns. According

authorities oftcn ass*i",.d Tib,,... 
diflicultics obtaining passports from to statistics collected by the Chinl

Buddhist -on",t.,i.. *,m;::: i'.:.:fi1,:*[::Tfr?iTH; *::::.e,]::Tlff[.ff:r::
independence activism. sought to"trav"l to Dharamsala, Indi a, are 1,535 monasteries in Tibetan

Government control ov€r,.r,r,o". fi,],T*Hj*;1."1il1f:: areas outsidc the rAR.

practicc and the day-to-day for Tibctan niaa[*r. Likewise, The number of monla and nuns inmanagcm€nt of monastcries and 61ny of the monks 
"nd 

nrr* that monastcries and nunncricsother religious institutions attempr to travel to Dhanmsala, or continued to fluctuate significantly,continued to be extraordinarily 1ts oth., Tib.t"r, .o-.,rrriti.. in duc in part to the patriotic educationtight since the spring 2008 1n4i", did ,o;; f"ir, ..tigio,r" campaigns and oth* politicaroutbreak ofwidespreed protests and communities 
"nd 

o.r'p. *. in.r."red campaigns. Thc widcsprcad practiceunrest in Tibetan regions. Tl. .orr,rol, over thcir ,.'ligio* p.r.,i.. of 
- 

ironasteries acccptingrestrictions included forcing monks at monasteries and iunneries in unregistercd novices and othcrand nuns to undergo cxtensivc Tibctan areas. monks compounds thc difiiculty in"patriotic cducation" in monasterics
and nunneries that included on the Tibet-Nepal border, ,r. ;:::ffiil+,;5"11'Jri*Lfsigniftcant 

1m9ur,lts of "legal govcrnmcnr a.lso increased its border and nuns. Authoritics in thc TAR
education" which detracted fl
rerigious studies. rn p",,iol[ ::::]# ff:"'ilI1::'"]:,i.;I ::i"::l;I:'T TL:,:*:fi:
education sessions, authorities often permissiln and e*ened pressure on the regulations that forbid monasteries
forced monks and nuns
denounce the Dalai Lama and 

to government of Ncpal to forcibly and nunneries from accepting

study matcriars praising J: fi:'l.IT:L'"',t',t;:';*:T#: il:*#';:l*,,:,1.",T;lli;
lcadership of the Chinese rcstricted prayer gatheririgs by monks sendingloung boys ani girls to
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monasterie s and nunneries for
rcligious treining Howeve r, there

were monks as younB as eight Years

of age at some monasteries. ManY

monks studied and worshiPe d

within their mo naste rie s and

nunneries without being "registered"

or obtaining an official monastic

identification card issued by religious

affairs authorities. Hence, two
population figures exist for manY

mo nasterics and nunnerics, the

official number reflecting the

number of monks allowed bY the

sovernment, and the actual figure,

iuhi.h -ry be twice thc official
number or wen higher and which

includes both registered and

unregistercd monks. The number of
resident monks was less than the

ofticial figure in somc monasteries

which were placed under greater

political pressure that included

intcnsificd patriotic education
campaigns in 2008-9. Some monks

fled their monasteries to avoid

denouncing the Dalai Lama.

Buddhism and socialist society will

adapt to each other.

At the national lcvel, the CCP

organization-The United Front
'!0'ork Department (UFWD)-and
the government unit-the Statc

Administration for Religious Affairs
(SARA)-were resPonsible for
developing religious manage me nt

policies. Locd branches of UF'i?'D,

SARA, and the Buddhist fusociation

of China coo rdi nated

implementation of religion policies

by DMCs in monasterics'

Resulations restricted leadership of
DilC, to "politicallY reliablc,
patriotic, and devoted mon[<s, nuns

and government offrcials." At some

monastc ries the Eovcrnment
established police stations in the

monasteries.

Officials from the UFVD and

envoys of the Dalai Lama held talks

from January 26 rc 31,2010 in
Beijing. This was the ninth round of
dialogue since 2002, but the first

since November 2008.

In 2007 approximatelY 615 Tibetan

religious figures held positions in

local National People's Congresses

and committecs of the Chinese

People 's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) in the TAR.

Although CCP officials are not
pe rmitted to Practice religion,
Tibetan rcligious figures who hold

government positions are pcrmitted

to practice Buddhism. In FebruarY

2010 the government- recogn izcd

1lth Panchen Lama, GYaltsen

Norbu, was aPPointed the vice

president of the Buddhist
Association of China and, in March

2010, hc dso became a member of
the CPPCC.

over Tibetan religious traditions'
The Manage me nt Measurcs on

Reincarnation (MMR), issued bY

SARA, codified government control

over the selcction ofTibctan religious

leadcrs, including reincarnate lamas.

The regulations state that no foreign

organization or individual can

interfere in the selection of
reincarnate lamas, and all reincarnate

lamas must be reborn within the

country. A registry of officiallY
recognized rcincarnated lamas was

established by thc athe ist ic

govelnment.

ri(/'hile the form, contcnt, and

frequency of "patriotii' education at

mo nas tcrie s varied widelY, the

conduct of such training u'as a

routine Part of mo nast ic

manageme nt. Increasingly "legal

education'was a maior theme of the

training, as well as abandoning anY

allcgiance to the Dalai Lama,

acknowledging the leadership of the

CCB supporting the socialist rystem,
and afftrming that Tibet has been an

inalienable part of the country sincc

ancient times.

In Tibe tan Buddhism visiting
differcnt monasteries and religious

sitcs both in the region and abroad

for spccializcd training by experts in

thcir panicular theological tradition

is a key comPoncnt of religious
eduqation. Vhen monks traveled

across county or provincial lines for

religious teaching or studY,

permission was required from the

Religious Affairs Bureau (RAB) of
both the sending and receiving

counties. Since the unrest in March

2008, monla in several Tibetan areas

reported thcy were unable to leave

their home mo nasteries. These

restrictions had a negative impacr

Section lI. Status
Government ResP ect
Religious Freedom

t, egaVPolicy Fram ew od(

of
for

The constitution of the country
orovides for freedom of religious

Lelief, but limits protcction of thc

exercise of religious belief to activities

the government defines as "norm'l'"
The constitution srates tha( reliBious

bodies and affairs are not to be

"subject to any foreign control'"

During the Fifth Tibet Vork Forum

in January 2010, President Hu

Jintao stressed that alI state

guidelines, laws and regulations on

icligious affairs should be

implcme nted so that Tibctan Rulcs and regulations provided a uPon the access. of monks to

legal basis foi gor..n-irrt .o,,t'ol opportunities for advanccd religious
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cducation. These restrictions, alont
with regulations on the transfer of
rcligious resources between
monasteries, also weekened the
strong traditional ties berween large
monasteries in thc TAR and afiiliated
monasteries in other Tibetan arcas,

Thc government also holds formal
conrrol ovcr the building and
manatemcnt of religious structures
and over large-scalc religious
gatherings. Officia.l permission was
rcquired for all monastic
construction. Likewise, monasreries
must request permission to hold large
or important religious events.

Some tovernmcnt o fficials
maintained rhere was no law against
posscssing or displrying pictures ofthe
Dalai Lama, but rather that most
Tibetans chosc not to display his
picture. The government also
continued to ban pictures ofGendun
Choekyi Nyima, whom the Dalai
Lama and the overwhclming majoriry
ofTibetan Buddhists recognize as the
I I th Panchen Lama. It is statcd that
"religious personnel and religious
citizens may not distribute books,
pictures, or other materials that harm
the unity of the nationalities or
endanger statc security." Some
officials dcemcd photos of and boola
by or about the Dalai Lama and
Gendun Choekyi Nyima as materia.ls
that violatcd the Imple mcnting
Rcgulations.

Ncvcrtheless, many Tibctans
displaycd photos of the Dalai Lama
and Gcndun Chockyi Nyima in their
homes, in lockets, and on cellular
tclephones. The abiliry ofTibetans to
display thc Dalai Lama's picture
varicd regionally and with the
political climate. In major
monastcrics, especially those that
attract large numbers of tourists,

4 HUMAN RIGHTS update . NOVEMBER

picturcs of the Dalai Lama were not
openly displayed. His picture also
could not bc purchascd opcnly in the
TAR or otherTibctan areas ofChina.
Me rchants who ignored the
restrictions and sold Dalai Lama
related image s and audiovisual
material rcported that aut horit ies
frequently imposed fines. In Tibetan
areas outside the TAR, visitors to
several monasteries saw pictures of
the Dalai Lama prominently
displayed, although monks reponed
that they would temporarily remove
such photos during inspections by
oficials from thc local RAB or other
agcncies. Authorities appeared to
view possession of such photos or
material as evidence of separatist
sentiment.

Authorities prohibited the
registration of names for children
that included one or more of the
names of the Dalai Lama or cenain
names included on a list of blessed
names approved by the Dalai Lama.
As a result, many Tibetans have a
name rhey use in daily life and a
differcnt, government-approved
name for interactions with
government ofiicials.

Restrictions
Freedom

on Religious

Although authorities permittcd
many traditional rcl igio us
ceremonies and practices as well as

public man ife stations of bclief
during thc reporting period, they
rigorously confined most religious
activities to officially designatcd
places of worship and maintained
tight control ovcr religious leaders
and religious gatherings of laypeople.

The government imposed strict
limirc on the number of monks in
major.monaste ries, particularly in the

:0 r0
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TAR and Sichuant Ganzi (Kardze)
TAP

In the TAR and in Tibetan areas of
Sichuan Province, th€ govcrnment
rcportcdly rcmoycd hundrcds of
monks under the agc of 18,
unregistered monks and nuns, and
monks and nuns from outside of
the TAR and Ganzi (Kardzc)
Prefecturc from mon aste ries.
Furthermore, they also removed
hundreds of schoolchildren from
schools attached to monaste ries.
During the reporting period, locd
authorities frcquently pressured
parents, especially thosc who were
CCP membcrs or tovernment
cmployccs, to withdraw thei r
children from monastcrics in thcir
home towns, privatc schools
attached to monasteries, and Tibctan
schools in India. In some cases local
authorities confiscatcd identity
documen ts of parents whose
children were studying ar Tibctan
schocils in India as a means of
forcing the paren.s ro make their
children return home.

Authorities closely superviscd the
education oflamas approvcd by rhc
government. For example ,
according ro an articlc in Tibet
Daily, the UFWD startcd a training
session in Lhasa on Novembcr !,
2009, for 25 Living Buddhas.
Authoritics held a similar training
scssion in Chengdu, Sichuan
province for Living Buddhas and
tutors of Living Buddhas. The
purposc of the training was to
ensure rhat the Living Buddhas
followed the example of the
governmen r-recognized ',1 I th
Panchen Lama' by being patriotic
and rejecting separatism. The
educarion of the currcnt Reting
Rinpoche, who was born on
October 3, 1997, differed
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significantly from that of his

prcdecessors. Historically' the Rcting

Rinpoche occasionally acted at thc

regent and had a rolc in the

rccognition of the rcincarnation of the

Dalai Lama. Government officials,

rather than religious leaders, managed

the sclection of his rcligious and lay

tutors.

The qualiry and availabiliry of high-

level religious teachers in the TAR and

other Tibctan arcas remained

inadequate. After March 2008 manY

monls origindly from other Tibetan

arcas were expelled from monasteries

in Lhasa. Many leade rs of the maior

schools of Tibetan Buddhism reside

abroad.

In 2004 authoritics rescinded thc 16-

year ban on Geshe LharamPa

examinations (the highcst religious

examination in the Gelug school of
Tibetan Buddhism). On March 21,

2010, eight monks Pxscd the Gcshe

doctoral examination. In 2010

approximately 180 monl<s conducted

the Great PraYer Festival (Monlam

Chenmo), which is closely relatcd to

the Geshe cxam at thc Jokhang
Tcmple, dcspite the ban that has

remained in Place since 1990'

Tiaditionalty hundreds of thousands

ofTibetans gathered in Lhasa during

the Monlam Chenmo.

Many Tibetans we re unable to obtain

pxsports during the reponing period'

The application Process was not

transparent, and Tibetans reported

obstacles ranged from bureaucratic

inefficiency and corruPtion to denials

based on the aPPlicant's Political
activities or religious beliefs. There

were instances in which authorities

confiscatcd previouslY issued

passports. In some cases high-ranking

religious figures werc able to obtain a

passport only after promising not to

travel to India. Many other passport

applications were simPly denied.

Monks and nuns have exPerienced

greater diffrculty obtaining passports

since the March 2008 unrest.

The difficulty of obtaining a

passport limited the abilitY of
Tibetans to travel to India for
religious PurPoses' PessPort and

border controls bccame tighter
following the unrest rhat begarr in

March 2008, making legal foreign

travel more difficult and illegal

border crossings nearly impossible.

Ncvertheless, during the reporting

period, hundreds of Tibetans,

including monLs and nuns, travelcd

to India via third countrics

The Officc of thc U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees

reportcd that 838 Tibetans arrived

at rhe Tibet RecePtion Center in

Nepal in 2009, an increase from
2008, but still significantlY below

historical levels.

Travel restrictions for fore ign

travelers to and within the TAR and

othcrTibctan areas continued during

the reporting period, and the

Bovernment tighdy controlled visits

by foreign oflicids to religious sites

in the TAR. Foreign media were

completely barred from the TAR'
with the exception ofa smdl number

of closcly monitored Eovernment
organized trips. Foreign visitors were

oftcn denied entrY at Police
roadblocks or denied bus tickets in

Tibetan areas outside the TAR'
ostensibly for safery reasons, while

Chinese tourists passed unhindered.

Forcign visitors are required bY

regulation to obtain official
permission letters issucd bY the

gor.rn-.na before entering the

TAR.

J5

Aftcr an earthquakc mcasuring 6.7

on the Richter scalc struck the

Yushu TAP in Qinghai Provincc on

April 14, 2010, Tibctan monks and

nuns played a crucial role in the

rescue and relicf cfforts. Local

authorities aIlowed monks to
conduct a mass cre mation
ceremony. However, in the weeks

following che quake, autho rities

restricted the ability of monks

outside Yushu to assist in relief
efforts, often insisting that monks

return (o their home monasterics.

Some monks also rePorted
restrictions on large PraYer
gatherings in and around Jiegu
(Kycgu), thc main PoPulation
center ofthe Yushu TAP. According

to official informetion, 87

monasteries were damaged in the

earthquake. According to another

official report,84 monks from
Thrangu, Kyegu, and RangnYang

monasteries were killed, and 100

injured.

Some overseas Tibe tan Buddhist

leaders werc refuscd permission to

visit thc earthquake zone. On April
17,2010, the Dalai Lama made a

press statement in which he

requested permission to visit the

earthquak€ arca to provide spirirual

healing for Tibetans, following a

request by theTibetans ofYushu for

the visit. Chinese authorities did not

respond to the request. GYaltsen

Norbu, the government-aPProved
Panchen Lama, led hundreds of
local monks in a praYer service for

the dead, according to the Xinhua

offtcial press agency.

The prohibition against celebrating

the Dalai Lama's birthdaY on JulY 6

continued during rhe rePort ing

pcriod. Authoritie s in manY

Tibctan areas confiscated or defaced

HUMAN RIGHTS updde 'NOVEMBER 2010 5
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his photbgraphs in monasterics and
private rcsidences.

Abuses of Religious Freedom

In March 2008 monks and nuns from
a number ofmonasteries in Lhasa and
other Tibctan communities mounted
peaceful proress, asking for religious
freedom and return of the Dalai
Lama. After four days rhe protests and
security response devolved into rioting
by Tibetans and a violent police
crackdown in Lhasa. Some protesters
rcsorted to violence, in some cases
dcadly violencc against Han and Hui
residents. Thc ensuing police actions
resulted in an unknown number of
deaths, injuries, arrests, and human
rights abuses. Over the ncxt few
months, there wcre a number of
protests across the Tibetan plateau
involving both monks and nuns and
laypeople, thc vast majority peaceful.
In the wceks following thc unrest,
there werc rcporrs of mass detentions
of monks and of police and military
personnel scaling off monastcries.
Cellular phonc and Intcrnet access was
routinely blocked as "patriotic
education" campaigns intensificd.

Following the March 2008 protests,
the government further tightcned its
already strict control over access to
and information about Tibetan areas,
particularly the TAR, making it
difficult to determine the scope of
religious freedom violations. These
controls remained in place during the
reporting period. Respect for religious
freedom in the TAR and other
Tibetan areas deteriorated in the
months following the violent unrest
and remained poor throughout the
reporting period. During 2009 and
201 0, many relativcly small-scale
protcsts took place in the TAR and in
Tibctan areas ofsichuan, Gansu, and

Qinghai provinccs.

The number of monks and nuns
at several monasteries decreased
after the protests of spring 2008.
According to many sources, the
monks and nuns releascd from
prisons must live in rheir home
villages and cannot return back to
their monasteries or nunneries.

There were continued rcpofts that
the government detained Tibetans
seeking to cross the border from
Tibet to Nepal en routc to India.
Chinesc police sought to prevent
Tibetans from crossing the Tibet-
Nepal border and reportedly
crossed into Nepal to prcssurc

toYernment officials to forcibly
return Tibetans. Three Tibetan
Buddhists, including one monk,
were forcibly returned to China
from Nepal in Junc 2010.

As of Scptemb.er I , 2010, thc
Congressional Execu tive
Commission on Chinat Political
Prisoner Databasc containcd
records of 824 Tibetan political or
religious prisoners believcd to be
currcnrly detained or imprisoned.
Of rhose 824 Tibetans, 479
(approximately 58 percent) are
Tibetan Buddhist "rcligious
professit,nals" (monks, nuns, and
tulkus).

At the end of the reponing period,
many monks and nuns remained in
detention because of their
involve me nt in the March 2008
protests. Several monks also
reportedly committed suicide as a
result of the harsh conditions and
religious resrrictions in monaste ries
that wcre imposed after March
2008. According to numerous
sourccs, many of those detained
wcre subjccted to extrajudicial
punishmcnts, such as beatings and
deprivation of food, water, and

sleep for long pcriods. According to
sources who claimcd to be
eyewitnesses, the bodics of some
persons, including monks and nuns,
who were killed during thc violcnce
or who died during interrogation
were disposed ofsecretly rather than
being returned to their families. More
than 80 nuns reportedlv wcre
detained in Sichuan Province after
March 2008 and their whereabours
we re still unknown.

Limited access to information about
prisoners and prisons made it difficult
to asccrtain the numbcr of Tiberan
prisoners of religious conscience or
to assess rhe cxtenr and severity of
abuses.

In May 2010 Tibetan monk Jigme
Guri (also commonly known as

Golog Jime or Jigme Gyatso) from
Labrang Monaste ry was released
from prison. He alleged thar prison
authorities beat him repeatedly
during two months of detention
beginning in March 2008.

In May 2010 a monk from Aba
(Ngaba) Gomang Monaste ry in
Sichuan Province named Dokru
Tiiultrim was rearrested. In March
2009 he was arrested for writing
articles in suppon of the Dalai Lama.
Family me mbe rs have reportedly
been barred from visiting him.

In the winter of20l0, there were rwo
protesrs calling for the release of
promine nt Buddhist figure Tenzin
Delek Rinpoche who rcmained in a
Sichuan prison on firearms charges.
According to Tibctan sources, the
firearms were Ieft at his tcmplc by a
group who had renounced hunting.

On Deccmbe r 23, 2009, Tulku
Phurbu Tsering Rinpoche was
scntenccd to eight ycars and six
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months in prison. In APril 2009 he

went on trial for weaPons charges

related to protests that took place in

2008 in Ganzi (Kardze) County,
Sichuan. The monk and his Beijing-

based lawyer insisted the rveaPons

were planted and that he confessed

only after being tortured.

On April 11, 2009, PSB offrcers in

Nagchu County rePonedlY detained

Khensur Thupten ThaPkheY, a

former abbot ofShaPten Monastery

and scripture maste r Geshe Tsultrim

Gyaltsen.

On March 21,2009, nearlY 100

monks from the RagYa Monastery

rioted in the Guoluo (Golog) TAP

of Qinghai Province. International

media reponed the riot started after

a locd monk who was questioned

for advocating Tibetan independence

ran away from the police station and

jumped into the Yellow River to

commit suicide.

No information was available on the

fate of monks who Protestcd in

front ofa group offorcign joumaliss

at Lhasat JokhangTemPle on March

27, 2008. Monks involved in a

similar protesr in front of foreign

.journdists at the Labrang Monastery

in Gansu Province on APril 9' 2008,

were reportedly arrested. Five of the

Labrang monks later escePed to

India.

Or Jzntary 24,2009, seven monks,

including chant leader Nima
Tsering, were arrested in conncction

with a iemonstration of an

estimated' 300 monks at the Dcn

Choekhor Monaste rY in Jomda
Counry. The monk were Protcsting
the planned participation of a locd

Tibetan dance trouPc in the Serf

Emancipation DaY celebrations

organized tly the government'

The whereabouts of Gendun
Chockyi Nyima remaincd
unknown. The government refused

rcquests by intcrnational obscrvers to

visit Nyima, who turned 21 Ycars

old on April 25, 2OlO. In October

2009, government ofiicia-ls in Tibet

told a visiting foreign delegation that

Nyima was "growing uP very well,

loves Chinese culture, and is enioying

his tife." The offrcials asserted that

his identification as thc 1 I th Panchen

Lama was 'illegd." The government

continued to insist that GYaltsen

Norbu, whom it selected in 1995,

is thc Panchcn Lama's I 1th

reincarnation. The government did

not provide any information on

Lama Chadrel RinPoche, who

reportedly remained under housc

arrest for leaking information about

the selection of the Panchen Lama.

Thc government also sevcrelY

restrictcd contact be twce n several

important re incarnate lamx and the

outside world. For examPle, the

llth Pawo RinPoche, whom thc

lTth Karmapa rccognized in 1994'

remained undcr officid supervision

at Ncnang MonastcrY. Foreign

delegations have rePeatcdlY been

refrrscd permission to visit him.

Forced Religious Conversion

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
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I mprovements and Positive
Developments in ResPect for
Religious Freedom

According to several rePorts'
authorities in thc Yushu TAB Qinghai
Province, often tolerated the display

of the Dalai Lama's Photo in
te mporary shelters and in shrines

erected to mourn the dcad following

the earthquake.

Section III. Status of Societal
Respect for Religious Freedom

Since ethnicity and religion are often

interlinked in many Parts of the

country it is difficult to categorize

many incidents solclY as ethnic or

rcligious intolcrance. Tcnsions among

ethnic BrouPs in Tibetan arcas'

including the Han, the Muslim Hui,

and others remained high during the

reporting period. Tibetan Buddhist

monks and nuns reponed theY were

frequently denied registration at

hotcls, particularly during sensitive

times, including the Pcriod around

the Beijing OlymPics, thc 60th

anniversary of the countrY on

October 1,2009, and the Shanghai

Vorld Expo in 2010. Tensions

betwcen individuals of different
rcligious belicfs, such as between

Tib.tans and Hui in thc TAR and

TAPs, dso werc rclated to economic

competition. ManY cthnic Han

Buddhists wcre intcrcstcd in Tibetan

Buddhism and donated money to

Tibetan monastcrics and nunncrics'

Tibctan monks frequentlY visited

inland Chinese cities to Provide
religious instruction to Han

Buddhisrs. In addition a growing

number of €thnic Han Buddhists

visited Tibctan monasteries in the

summer, although the cen tral
govcrnment imPosed restrictions rhat

iadc it difficult for ethnic Han

Buddhists to do longtcrm studY at

monasteries in cthnic Tibetan areas'

There were widespread rePons from

Tibe tan monks, nuns' and

laypersons that Governmcnt
authoritics Prcssured them to
dcnounce the Dalai Lama as their

spiritual lcadcr and to affirm their

faith in the CCP and socidism'
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The United Notion Speciol Ropporteur

on fhe Right lo Food, Mr. Olivier De

Schutter, undedined lhot "herders should
not, os o resuh oI the meosures odopted

under lhe tuimu huoncoo policy, be p,-rt

in o situolion where lhey hove no olher
oplions lhon to selltheirherd ond resettle."

The experl releosed his Prelimrnory
Observotions ond Conclusions lodoy upon

lhe complelion o{ his mission lo lhe
People's Republic o{ Chino (PRQ from I 5
- 23 December20l0.

The expert odvised the governmenl of

PRCio engoge in meoning{ul consuhotions

wilh herding communilies, ossess posl ond

currenl policies, exomine oll ovoiloble

IIN expert on food tells government
of China not to force herders to sell

their herd and resettle
options in order lo combine the
knowledge ofihe nomodic herders ol their

lerritories. Tibelon nomods ond formers

ore enlitled to lheir meons o{subsistence
os stoted in orticle 6 ol the lnlemotionol
Covenonl on Economic, Sociol ond
Culturol Rights roti{ied by the PRC in 2001 .

The olficiol policies o{iuimu huoncoo
("removing onimols lo grow gross") ond
tuigeng huonlin ("Reluming Formlond to

Forest") hove creoled hovoc in lhe lives

o{ rurol Tibelons. The policies hove mode

huge negolive impocts on lhe lives of rurol

Tibetons since 2000 os the stote forcibly

enlorces lhe policies lo disploce rurol

Continurd on P.go4
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Monk sentenced to three years prison
term

Konlho lnlermediote People's Court
senlenced Sungrob Gyoiso, o monk ol
Mu-ro Monostery to lhree yeors prison term

on 'l 6 December 2010; occording to
inlormolion received ot Tibelon Cenlerlor
Humon Rights ond Democrocy (TCHRD).

Sungrob Gyotso wos {irsl orrested on

I 7 Morch 2008 from Mochu County ond

wos releosed ofierfew doys. On l8 Moy

2008 he wos onested ogoin lrom Mochu

County bul releosed. The lost orrest wos

done on 25 Morch 20l0lrom Mochu

County ond hos been in prison lill ncr'.'.

The outhorities occused him lo be llre

leoder of lhe peocelul protest by lhe

sludenls in Mochu County in Morch
2010.

Sungrob Gyolso, oge 34, bom in Mu-
ro region, is o monk o{ Mu-ro Monostery

in Mochu County, Konlho Prefecture

'Tibelon Aulonomous Pre{eclure" (TAP)'

Konsu. He is the editor of Rewo-kong-

lom (Tib lronslotion: Morch of Hope)

mogozine, olso o member of the Bod-

omoe-rongke-lorso-lsokpo (tib trons:

molher-longue reslorolion) ossociotion.

He is olso o leocherol the Tso-lhong bod
yig yig-mo sel-woe lobdoe (tib trons:

Eliminoting the ignoronce ol Tibeton

longuoge in Tsothong) school.
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Monks on the Run Escape into Exile
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Tibetan political
prisoner in critical
health condition

Jigme Gyoho, serving 1 7 yeor senlerrce

in Chushul prison neor Lhoso is in criticol
heolth condiiion due to hordships ond
lorture. occording lo in{ormotion received

by the Centrol Tibeton Adminislrotion.
ln 1996, lhe lnlermediote People's

Court in Lhoso chorged him with counler
revolulionqry octivity olong wilh o group
of Tibelon residents ol Lhoso. Jigme
Gyotso wos lhen imprisoned in Dropchi
prison to serve o l5 yeorterm wilh hord
lobour.

While in prison, Jigme Gyotso roised
slogons of His Holiness the Doloi Lomo's
long li{e. lhis resuhed in 2 yeor oddiiion
to his olreody l5 yeorterm. He remoined
firm in his conviction {or which he wos
severely lorlured leoving him physicolly
weok.

The severe beotings contin ued ofler he
wos shifted from Dropchito Chusul prison
ond presently his survivol is on sloke due
lo the debilitoting heohh condition.

Jigme wos born in l96l in Songchu
in Tibel's Amdo Province.
He lived in Lhoso before ihe onesl ond
his mother possed owoy lwo yeon ofler
he wos onesled.

Lobsong Norbu, (30), Khed u p
Gyotso, (24), ond Kungo Rinchen (26)

ore monks lrom Gonsor Monoslery in
Zo-Khok Township, Derge County o{
Kordze "Tibel Aulonomous Prefeclure
("TAP"), Sichuon Province, who recently
took re{uge in lndio. The three ol them
hove leslified lo the Tibelon Centre {or
Humon Rig hts ond Democrocy
ffCHRD), lhot lhere is no Ireedom o{
religion ond expression or bosic humon
rights in Tibet. Exocerboting lhe motter,
lhe government of Chino conlinues lo
moke lolse ond boseless occusotions
ogoinst the Doloi Lomo. This led them
lo corry oul o peoceful protest on 10
September 2009 in Zo-khok Township
ond oround monostery by putting up
posters oround the premises of lhe
monoslery. They pul up the Tibeton
notionol flgg ond posters stoting lhot Tibet
wos on independenl counlry

The three of them wrole their nomes
on the poslers. This wos so thot the olher
monks ond the public would not come
under trouble from lhe outhorities. After
lhot they fled from the monostery hiding
in nomodic oreos, forest ond the hills.

ln order b secure lhe orrest of the three
monks, the locol Chinese police hove
onnounced o reword of 20,000 Yuon to

whoever gives inlormolion o{ their
whereobouts, but lolerwhen they were nol
oble to get ony informolion lhe reword wos
increosed lo 50,000 Yuon. The police ore
ol:o seorching [orthem oround lhe region.

The feor ol orrest hos forced them to leove

their counlry on 7 October 201 0. Wolking
for23 doys lrom Lhoso through lhe Nepol-
Tibet border, they reoched Kolmondu on
30 October 2010. They orrived in
Dhoronsolo, lndio, on l 5 November20l 0.

KUTIGA RINCHEN

LOgSAtIG NOREU
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TCHRD Press Statement on the 62ndAnniversary of
tlniversal Declaration of Fluman Rights

Todoy, l0 December20l0, is lhe 62nd
onniversory of proclomotion of Universol

Decloroiion o{ Humon Rights ond olso o
mornent lo celebrote the occosion ol MrLiu
Xioobo receiving the Nobel Peqce Prize in

Oslo, Norwoy. The Tibelon people slond
together wilh lhe millions of Ch inese people

in the struggle for humon rights ond
freedom in the People's Republic of Chino
(PRC). With enormous economic
odvoncemenl in lhe post'lhree decodes, il
is obout time {or genuine civil ond politicol

reforms to be introduced in the PRC.

Chino despite being o member ol the

UN Security Council ond o signoiory to
the UN Chorter continues to be one olthe
leoding counlries in the world in the
viololion of humon righls porliculorly in

reslive regions like Tibet ond eosi
Turkeston. The governmenl of Chino
continues to "sfrike hord" ogoinst peoce{ul

proteslers ond {reedom of expression is

severely curtoiled in Chino lodoy. Peoceful

protesten ore imprisoned without foirtroil
ond often mony ore disoppeored by lhe

slole ond ils ogencies.

ln Jonuory 201 0, the Filth CPC Cenlrol
Committee ond Stoto Council meeting held

in Beiiing discussed upon how to bring
developmenl ond long ierm stobility in

Tibet. Similorly, lhe Public Securiiy Ministry

o{ People's Republic of Chino (PRC)

orgonized o two-doy meeling o{ Public

Secu rity Bureous o{ the elhnic Tibeion o reos

in presenl-doy Chino covering lhe "Tibel
Aulonomous Region" ("TAR") orrd the {our
provinces. This meeling ossessed the resuhs

ond experiences o{ "Upholding Public
Security", ond the "Slruggle ogoinsl lhe

Currenl Seporotisl Movement": il olso
idenfilied current chollengas locing slobility

in Tibelon oreos.

Likewise, this yeorthere hos been more

orresis of intellectuols, mo n ks,

environmenlolisls ond even singers. Nol
onlywere lhey onesled on unsubstonlioled

occusotions, lhey were senlenced wilhoul
{oirtriols or propercourt proceedings. For

exomple, Sonom Tsering, Pemo Yeshi, Lomo

Lhoko, Soedo omong others, were

sentenced to deoth with two yeors repdere.

Gekoe Jomphel Wongchuk, Tsewong

Rigzin ond Doriee Toshi ol Drepung
Monoslery were senlenced to li{e-
imprisonmenl. Fudhermore mony others

hove olso been imprisoned.
ln Tibetiodoy the Chinese Govemmenl

is systemolicolly violoting lhe {reedom o{
religion. ln the monosleries ocross Tibel
the Chinese officiols ore corrying oul the
Potriotic Re-educotion Compoign. When
monks do nol occeptthe compoign, they

eilher hove to foce being orrested or senl

bock to lheir homes, in some coses il olso
leod to closing of the monostery

The Stote Bureou o{ ReligiousAl{oin hos

imposed lhe Low on ihe Monogemenl of
Tibel Monosteries ond the Procti:e of
Religion. This low hos complelely disrupled

the oge-old workings o{ Tibeton
monosleries. ll hos olso broken the bond

bolween the lomo ond his pupils. Most o{

the high Buddhist lomos ore living in exile.

Becouse oflhis new low it will become {or
more difficull lor them lo visit their
monosteries in Tibei. This will increosethe
olreody huge gop belween the lqmqs ond
their disciples in monosleries in Tibei. As

o resuh, the entir€ religious system will
suffer grovely.

On i 9 October 201 0 in Rebkong
(Chinese: Tongren) counly in Molho
"Tibston Aulonomous Prefecture" "{TAP)'

in Qinghoi province, lhousonds o{Tibeton
sludenls come cut in lhe streels lo prolesl

ogoinsl lhe proposed educoiion re{orms

ond the inequolity foced by Tibetons. The

rolly moinly voices out for the "Equolity
for Nolionolities ond Freedom lor
Longuoge". This profest sow its ripple effect

when the studenls in Beiiing olso prolested.

The meeling on educotion relorm by lhe
Educolion Deportmenl o{ Qinghoi
province, the locol Communist Porly

Secrelory ond Choirmon ordered lhol oll

subiects ore required to be lought in
Mondorin ond olltextbooks to be printed

in Chinese except {or Tibelon ond English

longuoge closses.

Finolly, il is nol iustlhe blotont violotion

ol religious {reedom. The overollviolotion
of lhe bosic humon rights of fhe Tibeton
people in Tibet todoy under chino's
occupslion is depressing. We, ot the
Tibeton Centre for Humon Rights ond
Democrocy (TCHRD), lhere{ore, oppeol
to the UN Olfice of lhe High
Commissioner for Humon Righls ond to
oll governmenlol ond non-governmenlol
ogencies ond orgonizotions concerned
wilh humon righh to loke on odive interest

in the grove ond delerioroling humon
righls situotion inslde occupied Tibet. We
oppeol to you lo pleose prevoil on lhe
governmenl o{ chino to releose oll lhe
innocent prisoners who were onesfed for
peocefully proclicing iheir religion. We

oppeol to you to help us locole oll lhose
who hove been imprisoned in unknown
locoiions. Also, even in lhe cose ofthose
who ore being fried, we oppeol lo you lo
ensure lhot oll lhese prisoners receive o
foir ond iusl triol.

One issue thol colls {orlhe immediote
ottenlion ol world leoders is Chino's
decision in Qinghoi province lo impose
Chinese os the medium o{ educolion in
'lhe so-cqlled Qinghoi province - lhe
north-eostem Tibeton province of Amdo
where His Holiness the l4th Doloi Lomo

wos born. l{ urgent oction is not token
now lo seek lhe repeol o{ this low, il will

soon be implemented in oiher ports o{
Tiba ond this will b;ng drostic offects on
Tibeton culture ond lhe end ol Tibeton
nolionol identity.

The Tibelon Centre {or Humon Righls

ond Democrocy (TCHRD) would like to
loke this opportunity to poy oursolidority
lo lhe Tibetons who conlinue lo suffer in

Tibet. We would olso like lo express our
deep ond unending grotitude to oll
governmenfs, leoders, orgonizolions ond
individuols who hove helped wiih ond
spoken up {or the humon righls si'tuolion

in Tibet todoy.
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Tibetons in hundreds o1$ousonds. The

Tibelon nomods hove been removed
Iorcibly from lheir lroditionol dwelling
ploces ond often lhrown into governmenl

mode concrele houses, ohen with portiol

funding, wilh liftle subsidy os compensotion

lor o limited time period. The knowledge

ond skills o{ the nomodic fomilies possed

over generolions in living o dignilied live

in hormony wilh nolure hove been mode

useless lhrough the ofliciol policies ond
lhey loce enormous hordships os stole's
pollry compensolion quickly runs oul ond
lock of skill mokes it hord lor them lo live

in concrele houses ond being mode to

indulge in urbon economy by the slole os

shop keepers, drivers or conslruclion
wo*ers.

The.Humon Rights Wotch (HRW) in its

June 2007 reporl No One Hos lhe Libertv

lo Re{use on the forcible relocolion o{
Tibelon herders in Gonsu, Qinghoi,
Sichuon ond lhe "Tibet Aulonomous
Region" recommended the govemment ol
PRC to impose o morolorium on oll
resettlemenh until o mechonism reviewing

the resetllemenls, ond its negotive impoct
on the rights o{ herders, is pul in ploce.

Following is exirocled from the Speciol

Ropporleur's Preliminory Observolions
ond Conclusions under ihe heoding
Chollenge 2. Ensuring Security o{ Tenure

ond Access to Lond.

UN Speciol Roppodeur on lhe Right

lo Foo4 Olivier De Schutter

Nomodic herders in Westem Provinces

ond Aulonomous Regions, especiolly in

the Tibet (Kzong) ond lnner Mongolion
Aulonomous Regions, ore onolher
vulneroble group. fhe Grossiond Low

odopted in 1985 both inorder to protecl

grosslond ond in order lo modernize lhe
onimol husbondry industry lowords
commodilicotion hos now been
complemented by o ronge of policies ond
progrommes, including luimu huoncoo
("removing onimols lo grow gross") ond
tuigeng huonlin ("Returning Formlond to

Forest"). fhese progrommes, pa/. of lhe
1999 Western Development Strolegy
(xibu do koifo), seek lo oddress lhe
degrodolion of posture londs ond conlrol

disosiers in lhe /ow londs of Chino. They

include meosures such os grozing bons,

grozing lond non-use pdriods, rololionol
grozing ond occommodolion ol corrying
copocify, /imitotions on poslures
disldbulion, compulsory fencing,
sloughter of onimol livestock, ond lhe
plonting ol eucofplus lrees on morginol
formlond lo reduce the threol of soil
erosion. While lhere is lifle doubt obout
the exlenl of the lond degrodotion
problem, the Speciol Ropporteur would
note thot herders should nof, os o resulf

of lhe meosures odopted under lhe tuimu

huoncoo policy, be pul in o siluolion
where they hove no olher oplions lhon

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
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to sell lheir herd ond resetfle.

fhe lnternolionol Covenonl on
Economic, Sociol ond Culturol Rights

prohibits depriving ony people lrom its

meons of subsislence, ond the 1992
Convenlion on Eiodivenify octnowledges
lhe imporlonce of indigenous
communilies os guoronlors ond
proteclors of biodiveraly @n. I i) . Chino
hos rorified borh of these insfrumenh. fhe
Speciol Ropporteur encouroges lhe
Chinese outhorilies lo engoge in
meoninglul consultolions wilh herding

communihes, including in order fo ossess

fie rbsults of post ond cunenl policies,

ond exomine oll ovoiloble oplions,
including recenl sf rolegies of sustoinoble

monogemenl of mo49inol poslures such

os the New Rongelond Monogemenl
(NRM) in order to combine the
knowledge ol the nomodic herders of
lheir terrilories with the in{ormolion thol
cqn be drown from modern science. Ihe
Speciol Ropporleur olso encouroges lhe

Chinese outhorilies ,o inves, in
rehobilitoting poslure, ond lo supporl
remoining nomods wilh ruml exlension.

The potentiol of iiveslock insuronce
progrommes should olso be explored, os

lesbd successfully in Mongolio. Such

progrumt which poy nomods to reslock

ond recover ofler o mojor disosler,
encouroge nomods lo keep herds of
much smoller scole os they would nol
{eor losing thet herding odivity ofter such

disoslers if covered by such insuronces.

*

ln Kyagu fovn (photo . IRENE BREIVIK)

a HUMAN RIGHTS upda,e . DECEMBER 2010
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Teachers and students appeal to keep Tibetan as the

primary language of instruction
The conference held ot Rebkong (Ch:

Tongren) from I I -16 October 2010
sporked o series of studenl prolests in

Qinghoi. A series o{ protesls broke out in

the troditionol Tibelon province ol Amdo

over lhe proposol to bring chonges in the

educotion system. The conference oclion
plon intended to drosticolly sidelineTibeton

longuoge. Doys belore lhe prolests broke

out, over 300 leochers ond studenls
oppeoled to the outhorities in o letter

supporting o bilinguol longuoge policy

where in leoching o{ Chinese longuoge is

suppoded, however, il colled lo keeP

Tibeton os the primory longuoge ond to

leoch oll subiects in the Tibeton longuoge.

Following is lronslotion ol the letler by

lntemolionol Compoign for Tibel.

Tib.trn 3tudrl6 prct .t h Ch.t h. on t9 ]d 20 mb.r 20'10

lhey connol communicote ln Chinese. l{ meons between leochers ond sludents'

our province were to oddress such o fu for os the Tibeton students in our

group os this by odopling Chinese- Province ore concerned, lhey ore nol

Lnguoge tuition, lhe outcome would be fomilior wiih Chinese ond so lhey ore

rhol-the srudents would not understond not oble to think oboul or express their

wh<rt the teocher is soying, nol lo mention ideos in Chinese, nol lo mention being

be oble 1o ocluolly leom onything. The oble to use Chinese to creotively onolyze

choice ol longuoge ol instruction should problems. However, in doily life the

depend enlirely on those being tought. Tibeton mother longue is lhe mosl

The purpose ol educotion is forfeochers lomilior lool for onolyzing problems ond

ond sludents lo convey ond receive expressing ideos, ond lherefore iishould

knowledge by the mosi eosily undentood be the most effective tool for siudy in their

Roising the quolity of notionolity
sducolion roquires odhering to
teoching ihe mother longue os lhe
dominont longuoge

Under the correct leodership of the

Qinghoi Province DePortment o{
Educotion, Tongren County in Huongnon

Preleclure orronged ond held Tibeton

Longuoge Course Reforms Troining {rom

October 
'l I lo 1 6, 201 0 {or elementory ond

middle school teochers. More lhon 300
teochers from Tibeton elemenlory ond
middle schools ocross Qinghoi province

ottended the troining, ond lhe oulcomes
ol the lroining were exemplory. However.
troinees engoged in deep discr-rssions

during the lroining, ond consider thot there
must be thorough chonges lo the bockword
stote of Tibeton educotion, requiring
odherence lo teoching of the molherlongue
os the dominonl longuoge.

Violoting regulotions on teoching ond
sludy ond nol using o scienlific medium o{
instruction ore moiorfoctors restricling the
quolity ol teoching ond study ol nolionolity
elementory ond middle schools. Our
province's Tibeton studen'ls come from lhe
vost forming ond nomodic oreos ond hove
never been in o Chinese- longuoge
environmenl. Even though lhey hove
studied Chinese for severol yeors by the
lime ol fieir elemenlory school educotion, Ovrr $0 Tlbatan abdrnt ol llnzu Unly.ltlty of Chlna prot .t on 22 kob3r m10. Tho stogan

,a.da 'PmLdbr lor ll.tbmlny L.ngu.g., Plop.gtoon rnd plomotion ot Educ{hn in Chim,

HUMAN RIGHIS update . DECEI/BER 2010 5

(

& n'.I-,
:'i: '

;t--^I ,
"l

rn

ocrt!

r

17 I

r



TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY
1\

lives ot school. As on exomple, with regord
to normol middle-school studenls, their
molher tongue is Chinese, the longuoge
they ore most fomilior with, ond they toke
to teoching in the Chinese longuoge Iike o
fish to woter. Butwhot would hoppen ifthe
longuoge of instruction we usedforordinory
middle school siudents wos English, with
which lhey ore unfomilior? Obviously, the
quolily o, educolion lorthe vosf moiority of
ordinory middle school students would
suffer significontly.

Using the molher tongue os the
longuoge ol instruction lor notionolily
elemenlory ond middle school sfudenls
does not imply o weokening ol the Chinese
longuoge. Quite the conlrory: oside {rom
leoching closses such os Chinese ond
English using the mother tongue, the study
of Chinese should be strengthened, ond
the sludy oi English should groduolly be
strengthened. A Tibeton scholor put it well:
if one wishes lo slond up, one must sludy
one's molher longue well; if one wonts lo
leove one's home, one must study Chinese
well; if one wonts to go out into ihe world,
one must sludy English well - there is no
point therefore in beloboring the imporlonce
o{ the Chinese longuoge ond script ond
lhe English longuoge. Relotively speoking,
in occordonce wilh lhe reolities in Tibeton
oreos il is more importontlo study Chinese.
At presenl, lhere ore mony problems with
the Chinese longuoge ond script os loughl
in Tibelon elemenlory ond middle schools,

such os with lhe teoching methods ond lhe
chosen leoching moleriols not conforming

to the reol condilions of Tibeton studenh.
ln mony ploces in our province, Tibelon
students hove sludied Chinese {or l0 or
more yeors - Irom elemenlory school
until upper middle school- but they ore
slill unoble to communicote in Chinese.
ln order lo thoroughly chonge this
siluolion, we musl renew our
understonding of how we con effectively
teoch Chinese to Tibelon students, ond
even corry oul reseorch inlo this topic.
ln mony counlries in the west, lhere hos

been much reseorch into methods ond
moleriols for teoching English os o
second longuoge. fu o result of lhis
reseorch, there hove been positive
oulcomes in English leoching in non-
English speoking countries. ln recenl
yeors, our counlry hos olso odopted
lhese leoching concepls ond lhere hove
been greolchonges in English longuoge
leoching {rom the teoching methods lo
the teoching moleriols, which hos mode
English longuoge teoching more
procticoble, ond increosed sludents'
inlerest in sludy. Such progressive loreign
teoching melhods should olso be used
for Tibeton sludents studying the Chinese
longuoge, ond {orteoching the Chinese
longuoge ond scripl os o second
longuoge. The relevonl edu cotion
deporlments shou ld formu lole
oppropriole meosures lo this end, ond
{ocusing on the reol conditions of
Tibelon students, compile Chinese
longuoge ond scripl moleriols ond lroin
Chinese longuoge leochec in lhe new

leoching concepls ond proclices, thereby
moking Tibeton studenls'study of the
Chinese longuoge more effective ond
more proclicol.

Bulwe connol socrificethe study o{ oiher
subjects forthe soke of propedy sfudying
the Chinese longuoge ond text ond the
English longuoge. We should understond
the dilference between teoching o
longuoge ond lhe longuoge of instruction.
The choice of which longuoge is used for
inslruction should be decided entirely upon
which longuoge is nol on obslocle lo lhe
sludenl's studies. An individuol's wisdom
ond their obility to onolyze problems is

intimotely connecled to lhe development
ol their longuoge obilities. Therefore, in
orderto roise the quolity of teoching ond
educotion ond lo omply reveol o person's
intelligence, we should use o longuoge o{
inslruclion mosl eosily underslood by the
studenh, ol lhe sometime os skengthening
the teoching of longuoge ihelf. There{ore,
olllroinees mointoin thqt il is scienlific io
conlinue using lhe molher longue os lhe
longuoge o{ inslruction.

The entire body of troinees ol the
Qinghoi Province Elemenlory ond Middle
School Tlbaon Longuoge Couae Reforms

Troining Closs

October 'l 
5, 2010

The nonres ond offiliotions o{ the troinees
ore os {ollows: [nomes ond offiliotions
withheldl

r

A rtudlnt holdr.lofi a board with thr ilogan "Equality for ll.tionalities,
Frordom ot Ltnguaga"

Students ltaging a sit-in
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The Ngobo (Ch: Abo) lntermediole
People's Court sentenced ihree Tibelon
wrilers lrom lhree lo four yeors in joil {or
"inciling octivities to splitlhe notion". The

lhree writers, Jongtse Donkho, Buddho

ond Kolsong Jinpo, were lried on 28
October2Ol0 ond lhe verdict wos possed

on 30 December 201 0. Jongtse Donkho

ond Buddho were given four yeors ond

Kolsong Jinpo wos senlenced to lhree

yeors in prison, occording lo Rodio Free

tuio (RFA).

The sentencing wos orbitrory in noture

os lhe wrilers were nol represenled by o

lowyer o{ choice. The source inside Tibel

hod in{ormed RFA, "None o{ lhe Tibeton

writers or lheir lowyers or{omily members

were ollowed lo speok in ihe court ot the

time o{ ve rdict... .

"When the judge ordered oll in fhe court
to rise lor the verdict, oll three did not

comply ond remoined seoled."
The wriiers pleoded not guilty ond

Buddho pointed out thot the sentencq
honded down lo them wos biosed becouse

Vriters Sentenced from three to fourI yeatsln

ol their ethnicity os lhe kind ol orficles
lhey wrole were olso published by Hon

Chinese.

The wrilers were {irst detoined in June

ond July 201 0 {or orticles they wrote oboul

the spring 2008 protests in Tibel in o locol

iournol, Shor Dungri (Eostern Snow

Mountoin). Since 2008, over 60 Tibeton
writers, bloggers ond cuhurolfigures hove

been joiled in Tibet by the Chinese
outhorilies lor the lilerory crilicism lhey
published or opinions lhey expressed on

the inlemet.

Cover of the journal Shar Dungri

Jangtse DonkhoEuddha
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Tibdan Centre for Humaa Rights and Democracy
Top Floc, NaflflE BuildrE
Ga[dEn Kyishong

Dfirer6da 1762'15

H,P INOIA

E-mail:yardrong@tchrd.org, otr@tdlrd.org; Website:www.tchrd.org;
Ph: 0091 1892 n33ffi1n874, Fa<: 225874

Reg. no: HP/DMA/ 105/2008-2010

The Tibetan CentreforHuman Rights and De;ocracy ffCHRD) is an jndependent
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
lorTibet. lt attempts to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with other human rights and democracygroups as part ota worldwide movement
towads these ends. TCHRD is registered underthe lndian Societies Registrataon
Act 21 of 1860 in 1996.

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation:The State ol Education in fbet loday (1997). Behind
Bars: Prlson Conditions l, Lbet (1998) . Closing the Doors:Re/igious
Reprossrb, in Tibel (1gg'l.Convention on the Rights of the Ch,/d (Tibetan
Translation) (1998).DemocIacy An Education Eooklel ('1998). Fearless Voices:
Accounts ot Tibetan Fomer Political Ptisonets ('1998).Human Rights:An
Education Booklet (1998).4 Gude to Human Rights (1999).4 guide to
Derpcracy (1999).Tal€s oI Terror: Iortura in Tibet 11999).Brieling papet for
travellers lo fbet (1999) .Tonure and lll-Treatment in Tibet (2000). Racial
Oiscrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:Chira's rawe d economic
policy (2OOOI. Destruction of Serthat lnsitute : A Special Repod (2002)
Dispossessed: LardandHousing Rights in Tibet(2002). Strike hard Campaign:
China's crackdown on political dissidence (2004) . State of education in
Tibel A human ngrts perspective (2004) . Kuxing: Todure in Tibet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) . lnternational Bill of Human Rights (2005)'
TCHRD 199G2006:AOecade of Human Rights Research . Raitway and China's
Development Strategy in Tibet:ATale of Two Economies. Prisoners ofllbet.
Annual Report : Humdn RMts Situation in libet (1996 - 2008).Upnsing in
lib.tan 2008 . Btufing paoF,t lot travellers to Tibet

Join an s wit
TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and pa(icipation make a difference. Your

support could instill faith and hope in those who

have been stripped of their human dignity.

Yow benefils and rcsponsiDiritios
, You'll receive free ofcost our Human
Rights update
v AII our publicalions ,r{ill be sent for free upon request

v You'llreceive a membership card

, You canjoin ourcampaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. '100/- for members within lndia

US$ 201 for student members outside lndia

US$ 401 fornon-student membersoutside lndia

Pleasee-mailus al otrce@tchrd.otg or wrjte to uson

0ur address for fu(her information
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lf you would like to subsqibe to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights update or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our office.

a
I I

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER


