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Dcspite thc Bovcrnmcnt propaganda of
dcvelopmcnr and tourisn, nowherc has the
conccrns and voices offarmcrs and nomads

bcen ad&csed, Thc tertirry scoor dominatc
80 pcrcent ofTibcr rnd F thcir conccrns

rcmain accounted for. It is a clcar motive by
Bcijing o inva in dre commerciallf non-viable

railway line; political motive reigns supreme

as former Presidcnt ofPRC, J iang Zmin, said

as early in 2001, "Some people advised me

nor ro go ahead wi*r rhis project because it is

not commerciallyviable. I said tris is a political

decision, we will make this projcct succecd at

all costs, even ifrhcre is a commercial locs".' In
light ofsuch a motive, China plans to enhance

irs economicand polidcal grip over the resive

rcgion; a political tool designed to wipe out
rheTibetan identity.

On the contrary, investments in human

capiral development such as health and

education have been significandysmaller than

investments in hard infrastructure
development projects. Theiefore, in regards

to the most basic and frmdamentd aspects of
human dwelopment, Beijing has rnismanaged

its prioriries inside Tibet. Hence, Beijing's

actions establishcd the fact that it is more

concerned with lafng an iron treck, a tool of
conrrol and administration, than in
construcring dinics and schools in rural areas,

which aoually empower and bring positive

dwelopment to theTibetan people. Beiiing's

actions furrher demonstrate that, in
formulating is developmental designs and

modernisation in Tibct, it has served is own

interess and long-term designs at dtc expense

oftheTibean people.

The plight of theTibemn people came to
rhe arrenrion o[the international communiry

on 30 September 2006 when theworld saw

Ch inese border police shooting
indiscriminately upon fleeing Tiberans,
resulting in death ofat leasa rwo Tibetans at

the Nangpa Pass in the Himalaya.' Despite

The ycar 2006 saw a host of sad evcnts

unfold. Thc Chincse authoritics in Tiba did
not show eny sign of lct-up, Throughout
dre ycar, variors human tighs abuscs in libet
vrcre documcnted aftctingbodr fic civil and

political righs, and cconomic, social and

culmral righa ofdre'libean people. Arbitrary

arrcsr, detention and imprisonmenr continue

to bc appallingas ever inTibet. During thc
year, two events of concern - start of
Gormo-Lhasa railwayr and the Nangpa Pass

tragedl - gripped internationd anention

intcnsiSing concems over cultural genocide

in libet and rhe plight ofTibetans escaping

human righs abuses in Chinese occupied

Trbet.
The Gormo.Lhasa reilway officially staned

in July 2006. Since the unveiling of plar,
the world's highest railway line was hit with
controversy consisendy. Among the myriad

concerns, politicaJ morives and ethnic
cleansing stan& out prominenrly. Although
governmenr ofthe People's Republic ofChina
(PRC) insiston development and tourism as

morives for making rhe railway line,
deployment of army in large numbers,

immigration of Chinese settlers in Tibet,
political sratcgic advantage, envirooment
and hegemony are issues ofBrave concern.

The railway facilirating a huge popularion

influxr, including Chinese setdcrs inro Tibet,

is bound to inevitably change Tiber
physically and culturally causing firnher

alicnation ofTibetan idenriry The region

will see a gowth in mineral exploration,

employment and enterprise bringing sudden

huge demographic transformation in the

region. The reigning factors like scientific

knou how, rechnologr, kno*'ledge, skills and

expertise, gov€rnment incentive, will
stimulate rie in flux ofpopulation i nto libet
as all these favour the Chincse than the

Tibeans. Trbeans are bound to be edudcd
ftuther in an dready marginalizrd Tibet.
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thc shock end con&srnation cxprcsscd by
individuals, non-govcrnmcntal-
organizations, govcmmcns and diplomes,
status of thc 32 arrcstcd ;rcople remains
unknown to datc.6 It was evcn morc
disappointing that the Office of thc UN
High Commissioner for Human fughu
(OHCHR) chose to rqmain silent ovcr the
tragedy' signaling an apparent silencc by
the OHCHR not to antagonize China, a

permanenr member in the UN Securiry
Council. \(fhile no official statemenr came

out fiom dreOHCHRar rhe rimeofwtiting
this repon, authorities in Tibet have vowed

to "srrike hard" on Tibetan escapees. On 28
December 2006, in a video conference, all
$c Public Seo.rity Bureau (PSB) in "TAR"
resokcd to "srike had" on Tiberan cscapees.

The conference prcsided by the PSB head
issued dircctives ro curb "illegal crossings"

and "to strike hard during the first halfof
2007 [6 months] against illegd crosrings",
calling thecampaign a part ofmeasures to
saike hard on 'scpantisC' to ensure srabiliry
in the region. All the administrative ofhces
in the'ThR" were directed to implemenr
the campaign and also announcc ro and
educate tbe public.i

Despite gruesome accounts of human
righs abuses being documented on rhe
Tibctan plateau over the years, China was

ablc to win a seat in tb€ newly formed
United Nations Human Rights Council'.
lt is deplorable thaa a state taiored wirh
coundess abuses of human rights wins a

place in rhe newly formed council
irrespective of calls from various human
rights organizations and NGOs to rejecr

Chinat candi&cy. PRC is yct to rati$ the
intcrnationd covenant on c.ivil and political
righs although it is a signatory party to the
covcnant since 1998. Thc newly crcated
Council, which its Presidcnt called a oew
beginning for the promorion and prorecrion

of human rights, elected the first 47
members on 9 May 2OO6, by Genenl
Assembly. China getting clected as one of
drc 47 menrbers ofrfie council byobaining
146 ofa possible l9l vores makes the
motives and purposes of UNHRC
quctionable. Key abuser ofhuman rights
such as China is unfit to sit on thecouncil.
Thc drco UN Secrctary General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, in his mcssage suted candidly "the

truc test ofthe Councilir credibilitywill be

usc that m€mbet stat6 make ofit. .. "roThe

human righs situation in Tibet was raised

during thc first threc meerings of the

C,ouncil.

In'I'ibct, thc Chincsc authorirics conrinuc
to abusc human rights ofthe Tibctan pcople.
In May 2006, highJevelChinese Commuoisr
Parry (CCP) members of thc rc-celled "Tibet
Autonomous Region" (.TAR) in a meeting
from I 5- I 6 May 2006 resolved to "strike hard"
agairut rheTibetan ftcedom acdvisrs and called
for intensification of 'patriotic education"
cempaign in the monastic institutions in Trba.r'
In an intcrviewwith Der Spiegcl on l6August
2006, Zhang boasred rhat the authoriries in
Tibct are "organizing patriotic educarion
everywhere, not just in the monasteries". On
another instance ar the end ofoctober 2006,
rhe "TAR" CCP plenary meering resolved ro
semp out "separatism'complecely and achieve

the "final victoq/'t'?. Tibetan nationalists who
became the focd point ofthe campaigns are

subjecred ro arbitrary arresr, detenrion and
imprisonment, enforced disappearance and a
host ofother violatioos ofrighu enshrined in
rhe internadond bill of human rights. The
monastic community is a regular targer flor

implementation of rhe Chinesc campaigns ro
enforce loyalry to the state. The political
campaigns in the monastic institutions gready
hinder the spirirual smdies ofmonksand nuns.
Much against rheirwishes, rhey are forced ro
denounce rhe Dalai Lama rhus crearing a

religious blasphemy. A new "TAR"-specific
religious affairs regulations in addition ro rhe
regulations earlier promulgated by the Stare

Council in March 2005 is now put into effecr
since I January 2007. The regulations are

designed co harness loyalry ro rhe srare by rhe
monasric communiry and to stamp our rhe

Dalai Lama from the hcarts and minds of
Tibetan people. In light ofrhe new "TAR"-
specific religious affairs regulations, religious
rcpression in Tibet seems set to cscalarc fi.rrther
io 20O7.

In early February andJuly 2006, it became
evident thar the Dalai Lama rules rhe hearrs
and miods of'Ilbetan people insideTibet. [n
an irstant reaction to a call by the Dalai Lama
based in India banning use ofwildlife skin,
Trbctans burnt large quantities ofgarmenrs
made of animal pclt.r! Public bonfires of
buming an ima.l skin were reponed from scveral

parts ofTibet; Rebkong, Labrang, Kardze,

Chantsa, Ngaba 'TAP", Kirti Monasrery, and
Lhasa.r'Chinese aurhorities in Tibct fearing
public uprising against .he state quickly put a
countcr ban by restricting Tibetans from
assembling to make wild life pelt bonfucs. In a

startling gestue by the authorities in Tibct,
telo,ision broadcasters ofdre Qinghai TVwerc

Kumbum Monastery whcn rumours sf,'cpt
through that the Dalai Larua was going to
be thcre.r6 Sevcrd hundrcds of Tibcrns
continued to $reir in order to catch a glimpse
ofhim showing defiance despitc rhousandp

Ieft thc spot after ofiicial orders to disperse-

Although a rumour, the incident clearly
shoved the continued reverence to $e Ddai
lama by the Tibctans in Tibet.
\(/hile Chinese authoriries in Tibet carry

vilificadon campaigns,g"in$ the Dalai [-ama,

rhe internationd recognition of rhe Dalai
Lama as a global leader and statesman'grcw.

The United States, C-ana& and the Republic
ofKalmykia offered their recognition to rhe

meritoriotrs worls ofthe Ddai lama. InJune
2006, Canada's new government led by
Prime Ministq Stephen Harper granted
honorary citizenship to rhe Dalai Lama.'7
The United States in Seprember rhis year
awarded the Congrcssional Gold Medal for
his contribution to "inrerfaith religious
harmony and non-violenr conflict
resolution"rs. Oo 10 December 2006, the
Presidenr of the Republic of Kalmykia
awarded the Ddai lama with rhe \7hice
lorus order, the rcpublict higlest honor, 'for
his outstanding merits and considcrable
contribution to the spiritual revival and
prosperity of the republic."r'

Two important changes occurred in the
leadership ofcheso-called "TAR" this year.

First. was rhe appoinrment of hardlincr
Zhang Qingli as rhc ncw "TAR" Parry
Secretary on 26 May; he had dready becn

acting Secretarysincc November 2005 and
took firll responsibility ofthe officc in J une.r
The second was a maior shift in the
composition of Lhasa's Communist Pa-rry

Commitree, which now sears only 8
Tibetans, or 26 percent ofthe Comminee's
thirry seats." A close ally ofPresident Hu
]intao, Zhang was appointed ro Tibet jusr as

the Cormo-Lhasa railway was nearing
complerion suggcsted thar Beijing wantcd
to dghten control over Tibet in 2006, which
Zhaog was quick to do. In Junc 2006, he

expanded the patriotic re-educarion
campaign and shortened govcrnmcnt
conrracts with'I-ibetan NGOs from five to
two years.2z Tibetan reprcsentation io the
Lhasa Communist Party Commincc has

declincd over thc years and is now at a

historical low. For thc fint timc in 25 years,

Qin Yizhi, a non-Tibctan leads the Lhasa
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CPC.lThc loyTibetan reprcsenation (26

pcrccnt only) is a mockery of the PRC's

\iond Ethnic Autonomy l-aw, whose

prcamble sratcs, "Rcgiond eduic autonomy
reflccrs the state's full respect for and
guarantee of crhnic minorities' right to
administer their intcmal aflein.'{ The Specid

Rapporrcur on racism, racial discrimination.

xenophobia and related intolerance of rhe

then UN Commission on Human fughts
in a reporr in December 2oo2 said
"Although laws guarantee Tibet self-
governmenr, Tiberans' governing power is

very restricted and is subject ro srrict
supervision and authorization by the cenrd
authority". Insrcad of the public
representation improving, the year saw the
lowcst Tibetan represenradon.

In 2006, TCHRD documented 26

known Tiberanszt arrested for alieged
political activiries.'6 Therc are cr.rrrently I I 6

known liberan political prisoners in Tibet.']7

This year some prominent cases of
imprisonmcnt ofTibetans; Dolma Kyabz',

Sonam Clzlpo2' and Namkha Gyalren's'
stand out from the rest owiog to the utter
harshness in serving longrerm senrences

betwcen 8 to l2 years prison term. Dolma
Kyab, a 29-year-old teacher and writerwas
sentenccd to l0 years imprisonment for
writing a manuscript "Resdess Himalaya"

which never got published. His writings
about democracy, self-determination and

other Tibemn issucs landed him in jail on

charges of"Endangering Stare Security", a

crime otherwise not understandable to the

internarional community and human righs
law. ln e hand-wrirten lener to the UN
written from prison'l, Dolma said that he

was aeued of"cspionage" and "separatisrri

for writing a manuscripr. He firrther stated

his firm commitment and beliefofraising
awarcness among humaniry in promotion

of cnvironmental protection and woment

hcalth protcction. In another cese, Sonam

Gyalpo who *as last heard ofbeing led away

by Chincsc Stare Securiry Bureau officers

on 28 Au$st 2005, a few &yrs ahead of the

commcmoration of the 40's founding
annivcrsary of the so-called "TAR", was

rcported ro be served with I 2 years prison

term on charges of "Endangering Srare

Securid. His crimc was possession of audio

and videotapes of rcachings by the Dalai
lama and few literatures ofpolitica.l oature.

Being a fervent Tibean nationalist who was

earlier pur in jail for three years for
participating in a peacefirl demonstration on

27 Scptcmbcr I 987, Somm was looked upoo
with suspicion by the Chinese authoritics as

a routinc practice. Another promincnt casc

was rhatofNamkha Gyaltsen, a monk from
Thinley hdo Vllage, Kardze, sentcnced to
eighr years jail term for dlcged painting
"separatist" slogans on government property
and circulating pro-independence postcrs

and displalng bannedT'rbean national flag.

Chushul (C[. @s]zr) Prison in 1iber,
which began operational aroundApril 2005,
is highlighted this year. The UN Specid
Rapponau on'Ibmue, &. Manfred Nowark,

in his rcporr" to the UN Human fughrs
Council this year described rhe abominable
conditions ofthe prison and callcd for the
rclcase of three prisoners (igme Gyarso,

Bangri Jigme Tsamtrul Rinpoche and
l-obsang Tiultrim)rJ who he was able to meer

convictcd "ofa political crime, possibly based

on informarion cxtracted by torture", The
Chinese aurhoriry in libet use the new prison

to imprison Tibetans served with loog prison

terms. Nor much is currentlyknown about

the prison bur in light of the Special
Rapporteurt reporr, the conditions and
malrreatment in Chushul Prison seems to be

hanher rhan Drapchi Prisonv. Itwas reportcd

thar manyTibenn political prisoners served

with long-term sentences have been

rransftned from Drapchi to Chushul Prison.

It was inspiring to note that Phuntsok

Nyidron, formerly a nun at Michungri
Nunnery who spenr l5 years in Drapchi
Prison, was able to tesrifrabout dre atrociries

being carried our in Tibet to the UN Sub

Commission on Human Rights on the
Promotion and Protection ofHuman Righa
on 14 August 2006rt. On behalf of rhe

Tibetan people she thanked rhe Sub-
Commission for rhe historic resolution on

Tibcr adopred on 23 August 1991. In June
2006, rwo ofrhe formerly "Drapchi l4
singing nuns", Rigzin Choekyi and
Lhundrup Sangmo, arived in exile in India.x

Along with Phuntsok and other nuns rhcy

recordcd songs offteedom and inspiration in

1993. fugzin and Lhundrup served l2 and

9 nine years prison term respectively in

Drapchi Prison. Upon arrival, they roo spoke

of the maltreatment polidcal prisoners receive

in Chinesc administered prisons in Tiber.

Similarly Paldcn a.k.a PhunsokTscrinfl and

Tsering Dhonduprr who servcd six and five

years in Drapchi Prison respectively upon

arrival in exile testified of the abominable

conditions and malrreatment political
prircners reccive in DraPchi Prison.

In a good dcvelopment this ycer, the
situation in Nepd improvcd mrking it casicr

for the flceingTibctans to mnsit Ncpal for
exile in India. For the past few years thc
Tibctans faccd enormous hardship during
the governmenr ofKing Gpncndra and the

Maost insurgeacy in Nepal. The political
agre€ment $is ),ear hrween the dcmocratic
govcrnment of Nepa.l ald the Maoiss paved

way for an easier transit for thc Tibctans.'e
Resident Tibetans in Nepal could observe

important Tibetan national days including
rhe birth&y of rhe Ddai Lama, Tibctan
National Uprising Day, and Tibetan
Democracy Day erc, which were otherwise

prohibited in Nepd.
A total of2445 Tibetan refilgees escaped

into ocilc and reached Dhararnsala this year&

Of these, majoriry comprises of teenage

Tibcrans and novice monks and nuns who
seek religious education that is banned in
Tibet; children sent by their parcnt to study
in Tiberan exile schools, feeling that it is their
only chance for a reasonable education; and
nomads and farmers lcave because thcy havc

been relocared from their land for
development projecrs, like rhe Gormo-Lhasa

railway.

The srarus ofeducation in Tibet is grim.
Abour half the total exodus from Tibet
condnucs to bc minors below I 8 years seeking

educational opportunities in exile in India.
Majoriry ofthe fleeing Tibetans who wcre

struck with tragedy at the Nangpa Pass wcre

minors. When images of the tragcdy and its

survivors flashed across the globc, the world
wondered at the innocent face of7-year-old
Dekyi Paltso who was part of thc fleeing
group, Like many others, despite the risks

involved Dckyi was dso scnt by hcr parcnts

ro ger broad-based education in Tiberan

schools set up in India, an appar€nt
dissarishcrion over the qudiry ofeducation

in Chinese controlled Tibet. For many
Tibetans who graduarp from higher
educationa[ institutions in Tibet,
discriminatory practices by Chinesc
aurhorities in hiringTibcans for cMl servicrs

is rampanr. There is dso rarirpant practicc of
giving jobs to only rich, e[Iluent and rhose

having connecrion ro officialdom [Ch:
Guancf - h a December 2002 report, thc

UN Special Repporteur on racism, racial

discrimination, xenophobia and relatcd

inrolerance said drat "Tibeuns in the "TAR"
suffer various forms of systematic and
instirurional discriminadon in the ficlds of
employment, health carc, education and
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public rcprccnation." In lae Ocobcr 2006,
Tibetan studcns of rhe Tibct Universiry
strgcd a rerc public protest in froot of
govcrnment officcs in Lhasa over
discrimination by Chincse audrorities in hiring
Tibcan graduates ro civil service johs.rt frtrblic
Sccuriry Bureau (PSB) officcn quickly aced
upon thc incidenr by rounding up rhe
srudents and forbade rhem from mass
gaficring. In May 2006 Tibctan graduarcs in
Colog "Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture"
("TAP") in Qinghai Province petitioned to
the local government to give jobs withour bias

and discrimination as promised in a policy
implementacion berween 2001 - 2005 but
apparcndy friled.{r frke household regisrrarion

in Tibet by mainland Chinese srudents usurp
opportunities meanr for Tibetans. The
Education Department of "TAR" in a rare
public ackno*,le.lgcment in dre oficial media
said, "...these days many Chinese students
from mainland China were making "TAR"
household rcgistration card.. . "1l

ln an importanr landmark rhis year, a

committee from the Narional People's
Congress visited rhe "TAR" in August 2006
to review the implemenration of Rcgional
National Autonom'y law promulgated in
l984,"The visit by the commirtee is first of
its kind since the promulgation of law.
Although little is known abour the visir, rhe
Cenrre sees dris as an imponant positive
development in light of the ongoing Sino-
Tibet didoguc. Envoys of rhe Dalai Lama
visitcd China for a fifth round oftalks from
l5-23 February 2006.4'The delegation had
a day long meetingwith the Executive Vice
Minisrer of the United Fronr N(/ork
Departmcnt, Zhu'Weiqun, on 22 February
2006, in Guilin Ciry The latesr round of
dirrssion saw the two panies agree rhar there
is a major diflerence in approaching rhe issue

and agreed rhar more discussions and
cngagcmens will dear the obstades. The host
arranged a trip to Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region for the envoys to observe
rhe siruation; an interest the envoys had shown
in thcirearlier visia.

In the early parr of 2006, human righs
organiz-ations and free speech campaigners
ha,re heavily criricized inrerner corporare giancs

Google'6 and Yahoo Inc. Bowing to official
diktat, Google launched a censored service in
China. For their weakness in fighting for a

right to informatioo, protesters followed
Google workers ar conferences, universiry
leoures and ar its headquarters in California.rT
Almost all'Ilberan organizations and Tibet

supponen rcmovcd Google scrviccs ftom
thcir rcspective wcbsitcs. Yahoo Inc, for 3
hclping Chinesc authorities in jailing a
Chinese wrircr, was also hcavily criticized by
the internationd communiry." All the big
namcs in internet business have now bo'i ed
to the Chinese authorities in an efforr ro
apand dreir prescnce in drc Chinese marker.
Microsoft, Cisco were earlier criticized for 4
their meekncss in filtering information for 5
internet users in China, and Google and
Yahoo followed suir. It is deplorable rhar
internet corporatcs hclp abusive stares like
PRC in dreir crackdown on online dissidens
and deprivt correct informarion ro millions
of informarion hungry citizens.

2006 marks the l0'h anniversary ofthe
Tibetan Centre for Human fughts a-od

Dcmocracy, which was established in I 996.
Over the decade, TCHRD has endeavored
to uncover human righa violations in Tibet
and reveal is findinp to thc rcst ofthe wodd.
fu the Centre embarks upon anorher decade

ofhuman rights research, it remains firmly
commined ro real izi ng the goals set out in irs
mission. Despite rhc dedicated hard work 6
by individuals andvarious organizations in
the world includingTCHRD, the human
rights situation in libet remains grave. In
lighr ofthe coungeous selfless activiriesand
calls for freedom by Tiberans in Chinese
occupied 1iber, TCH RD is inspired to work
harder and will conrinue ro highlight rhe
siruarion more vigorously in the years to
@me
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ncws. bbc. co. uk/ 2lhilamerica.sl
1751169.xm

I 0 "IirrcTi:*ofNewHuman RigfrsCouncil
\Vill Be Mcmber Sates Make Of h,
Scueary4cn"nl Says", I 5 March 2006,
available at hnp://www.un.org/Ncws/
Press/docs/2006/sgsm I 0376.doc.htm

ll "Tibct Autonomous Region Party lcaden
wo* meaingoo oppcing drc separarim"

uwu.tibctitfor.com, 17 May 20O6,
availablc in Chinesc at http://
i n fo t i b c t. c n / n ews / x zxwl s z fll
t20060517-l 15686.htm

12 Original in Chinese: "Zhang Qingli'
specch during 7th TAR CCP general

body meetingr', www.tibe t.cn.ncws , 30
October 2006

lJ "Tibcrans burn animal skins in
Rebkong", Tibcinfoact, l0 February
2006, available at http://
www.dbetin fonet.net/contcnt/updatc/ I
see also "Ncw hope for tigers as demand
for skins goes up in flames?" Care for the
Mld, l0 February 2006, available al
http: //www.ca refor thewild. org/
default-deail.asp?detail=mre&IjD=38 5

& section =Adoption
14 "l,,lcwhope forTtgers as demand for skins

goes up in flemesl", Care For che \7ild
International, available at http://
www. c a r e f o r t h e w il d. o r g /
d e f a u lt - d e t a i L a s p I
deail=true&l-lD=3 8 5&section =News

l5 "Tibetan TV presenters ordered to wear

animal skin chubas', W'rldlifc Prorection

Society ofIndia, 29 April 2006, areilable

at hmp://www.wpsi-india.org/news/
29042006.php

l6 "Thousends ofTibetans wait for Dalai
Lama in Amdo after rumors spread",

lnternational Campaign for Tibet, 17

July 2006, available at http://
www.saveribet . org/news/ news it em.

php?id=1005
l7 "China to Canada: Dalai Lama Award

Could Hunf ies', Reuters,26July 2006,

Available ar TibalnfoNa, Tibet News

Digest: http://www.tibetinfonet.net/
content/news/ I 0246

l8 "Feinstein inuoduces bid to award Dalai

lama Congressional G old Medal" , Tibct

.fy'aan, Inreroational Campaign for Tibet,

I I M"y 2006, http:l I
www.savctibet.org/news/
newsitem. php? id=969
'Dharamshala celebrates Nobel Peace

Prize &y with &nfarc" Dcpanment of
Information and Internatiooal
Rdetioru, Sundey, t 0 Dccember 2006,
availablc hnp://www.tibet.net/en/
flasil 2O06 I 1206l | 0l 206.html
'Zhang Qingli becomes new Parry

&ief o|\ber" , Xinht, 29 May 2OO6,

hrtp://oews.xinhuaoet. com/english/
2O06-05 I 29 I cootett_46 I 6959.htm
'Background on Lhasa City
Communist Party Committee",
Htmat Righu Watcb, hnp://hrw.org/
pub/2006/lhasal l0606.pdf
Macartney, Jane. "Beijing pledges 'a

fight to the dearh' with Dalai Lama",

Thc Tiac 14 August 2006, hrg:ll
www-timesonl ioe-co- u k/a rticle/
0,,25689 -23 | 27 9 6,00.html
"China: FewerTibetans on Lhasai Key
Ruling Body", Human fughts News,

Htman Rightt tYatch, 7 Novenber
2006, http://hrw.org/english/docs/
2OO6 I I 1 I O7 I chinal 4522.hrm
"The People's Republic of China
Regional Erhnic Autonomy Law
(Chinese and English Text)", Available
on the US Congressional-Executive
Committee on China's "Virtual
Academy" wcbsire: h trp: //
www.cecc. gov/pages/vi rtualAcad/
indcx.phpd?showsingle=9507
Although 26 koown Tibetans were

documenred as arrested during 2006,
TCHRf) obtained detail information
of I 5 Tibetans; invcstigation about the

remaining I I isstill in the process.

List in Appendix 2 at the endofreporr.
List inAppendix I ar rheendofreport.
'Commencary manuscript lands
Tibetan youth ten years in ptison",

TCHRD. 25 July 2006 available at
h tt p: / / tc h rd. o rg I pressl2006l
pr20o60725.irml
"Former Tibetan polirical prisoner

served wirh l2 ycars prison rerm",

TCHRD, 24 Nov 2006, available at

htrp: // tc h rd. o rgl p ress/ 2 006/
pr2006l l24.html
"Eight years senrence for suspected

Tibetan monk", TCHRD Hrman
Right Updatc,luly 2006, availablc ar

hrtp: //www.tchrd.org/publications/
hr-updates/2006/h 1200607.html
'A letter byTibetan writer sewing ten
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ycar prison tcrnf , TCHRD, Hraat
Ngbs U?fue, 

^Aus-2006, 
anilable

at http://rchrd.org/publications/
h r - u p d a t c s / 200 6l
hr200608.htrnl*writcr
UN Spccial Rapponcur on Torturc's
Mission to China rcpon E/CN.+/
200616lAdd.6 available at http;//
daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/
GEN/G06/tt7t50tPDFl
G06l I T50.pdPOpenElcment
FJCN.41200616lAdd.6 page 47 atd
48
EJ CN.4 I 20061 6 I Add.6 page 46 part
4
'Phunsok Nf&on Tistifics at UN
Expert Bod/', World Tibct Nentorb
.ly'arzr, 15 August 2006, available at
http: //www.tibet.calen/wtnarchive/
2006/8/ I 5-4.html
"Drapchi singing nun" Rinzin
Choelyi arrives in exile, TCHRD,
Humar Rights Updatc, http:ll
tchrd.orglpublications/hr-updates/
2006/hr200605.html#Rinzin
'Biography offormer politi :l prisoner

PhunrrckTlering", TCHRD, Hrnan
Ngh ts Updatc, hnp: I lww*.rchrd.or{
publ ications/hr-updates/2006/
hr200608.hrml#Phuntsok
"Five years term for chanting'Free
TibeC", TCHRD, Human Rigbts
Updatc, http: I I www.tchrd.org/
publications/hr-updates/2006/
hr200606.html#Tibet
"Nepal Immigration facilitates swift
transir ro fourTibeaw" , Phaylcom,
24 November 2006, av'ailable at http:/
/www. p hayul. com/news/
article.aspxlarticlc=Nepal+
Ilmmigration +hcilitates+swift +rraosir

+to+4+Tibetan+refitgees &id= I 4864
The figurc is for the period betwcen I

January 2006 to 3l December 2006
"Tibetans stage rare public protest in
Lhasa" Rodio Ftcc ,$ia, 8 November
2006, arailable at hmp:l lwww.th.ot{
english/news/2006/l I /0 8/
tiber_protest/
"Tiber University Students Stage

Protest", TCHRD, Hrmar Rights

Update, No'rember 2006 issue,

available at h ttp: //tch rd. org/
publicarions/hr-updates/2006/
hr2006 I I .html#Univcrsity
Ibid
China News, I I August 2006,
available ac hnp://info.tibet.cn/news/

l9

20

2.t

22

23

24

25

26
27
28

29

30

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

4t

42

43
44

3l

HUMAN RIGHTS update ' Jan]ary 2007 5



(
IIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

China Detain a Tibetan for
Saving lirrcs ofSheepxzxdszfl/t2006081 l-14023 l.htm

45 Congrcssional-Exccutive Commission
on China, Annud Repon 2006, para

7, evailable at http: //www.cecc.gov/
pages/ann ualRpt/ann ual Rpt06/
Tibet.php

46 'Tibetan activists target Google
oenrcship", Tk DailX Andrcw Sengul,
available at http://www.phayul.com/
nen Jartide.aspCartide=Tibet+ecriviss
+target+Google+censorship& id
=l 1869

47 "Internet corporates lending an evil
hand in China", TCHRD, Hrman
Rights U2dztc, available ar http://
tchrd.org/publicarions/hr-updates/
2006/hr20060 l.html#internet

48 "China's net policies in spotlight" ,

CNNrom,9 April 2006, available at
http: //www.cn n. com l2006|TECHl
internet/03/08/china.web/index.html

The Chinesc Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoing &nounced the dccision ro
stay thc arm embargo as a "political
/ircimination" -

It also state " thc opcning of thc
Qingbai-Lhasa railmad in July 2006
cxaccrbatcd conccrns among Tibctans
that they atotU bc tndbh to compctc

economicalll with an anticipatcd itfux
of Han migranx." On thc whole thc
report wirs critical of Chinab human
rights record in Tiber.

Two Monks of Tashilhunpo
Monastery Detained

The Chincse claim of religious
freedom in Tibet is a merc lip servicc
or empty claims. The fact that in Tibet
today there is no frcedom ofbcliefand
faith. In an intervicw with Kunga
NamgTal alias Lobsang Chocphel, a

monk ofTashilhunpo Monasrery, who
arrived at Dharamsala in January rhis

1'ear after escaping Tibet testified to
the Centre, "In February of 2006 rhe
Public Security Burcau (PSB) of
Shigatse came ro Tashilhunpo
Monastcry and arrcsted a monk
named Buchung €e around 30 from
his room. The rcason for his arrest was

that he showcd CD of the Dalai
Lamat rcaching at 30th Kalachakra,
held at Amravari in south Indir in
January 2006 to his village pcople.
Buchung is known to havc dctaincd
at Shigatse Dctention Centre and
there is no informaiton whether he

was tried by the Govt of not."
In another instance - In Scptembcr
2006, Shigatsc PSB arrestcd threc
monls of Tashilhunpo Monastery at
the outskirt of Shigatse while
attempring to escape ro exile. Aftcr
their arrest three ofthem wcrc handed
over to PSB and detained at Shigatsc
Detention Centre. Passang 26 year
old, one of the three monks was
forcefully madc to confcss to thc
charge of luring othcr two monlc [o
escape with him. Othcr nvo monks
Tscdor, 2l years old and Tashi 21

)"ears were releascd aftcr breif
detention. They havc rejoincd Tashi
Lhunpo Monastery.

Ngawang Nlma, 36 years old from
Gangkat Township of Dhingri
Counry reached Tibcran Reccprion
Center in Kathmandu in January
2007 - Thc following is her acccrrnr
of thc arrcst ofTibctan busincssman
and village lcadcr Pempa for saving
livcs of 100 sheep from
slaughterhousc. "Pempa agcd around
40s is a well-known businessman
from Dhingri. He is very sincere,
generous and religious pcrson. Hc
hclps poor pcople of his village and
is eyen chosen by the villagers as their
lcadcr. During the holy month of
Saka Dawa on 4th month ofTiberan
calendar, in June 2006, ir is knotvn
thar Pemba purchased 100 sheep
from various slaugherhouses around
Dhingri and gave them ncw lease r.,f

life. Pcmpa dedicated the positivc
karmic merit accrue from such acr to
the long life of rhe Dalai Lama. This
news sprcad and soon the local police
came to his house to search his hotrsc.

The police found a CD of H is
Holiness the Dalai Lama's speech.
After his arresr the Chinese authoriry
confisticated all the 100 sheep h:
bought. He is currently detained at
Ngari prison in Shigatsc."

I luman Rishts Watch Rept:r'.

Critical of (lhina

Human fughts Watch World report
2006 is critical of Chinat human
rights record. Undcr a seperate
heading TIBET, it has cited major
human rights violation in Tibet in
year 2006 - beginning with arresr
and four year sentencing of Gcndun,
a Tiberan monk for cxpressing his
opinion on Tibctan history and
culture.The case of Namkha
Gyaltscn's eight years scntencc is also
highlighted. Thc Chinese shooting of
Tibctans escaping through Naogpala
Pass is givcn in details,
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EU Arm Embargo on China to
Stay
According to BBC rcport on l8
Jaruary 2007 " The European Union
(EU) stands by its conditions for
lifting an arms cmbargo on China"
the EU hcad of forcign relations has

said at bilatcral talks. EU enforced
arm embargo on China aftcr 1989
Tiananmcn Square massacres of pro-
democracy demonstrations by the
Chinesc studcnts.
Mrs Fcrrero- Waldner, the EU
Extcrnd Relations Commissioner re-
Iistcd rhrcc conditions - China musr
ratifr the UN Intcrnarional Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, release

activist who werc involved in
Tiananmcn Square demonstrations,
and abolish "rc-education through
labour" system of imprisonme nt
without trial. United Statcs and

Japan had becn puning preJsure on
EU to continue wirh the arm
embargo.
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Phuntsok
TCHRD

Nyidron Assistant Director Spoke at Youth Leadership Tiainingvtslts

Jamphel Monlam, Assistant Director
was invited as one of thc
rcsource persons at the
"Tibctan Youth Leader
ship Tiaining' organizcd
by Tibetan Youth
Congress from 4-1Oth

Jantary 2007 at Tibcran
Youth Hostel, Roh ini
New Delhi. Mr. Monlam
spoke in length on
human rights situation
inside Tibet. He also
introduced th€ young
aspirant leaders with
general powcr structure
of the Chinese leade rsh iP,

Communist Parry of China and whose

who in China leadershiP with rhe

help of slide presentation.

A floor was later oPened to the

participants of the rraining and there

Phuntsok Nyidron, a former
Michungri nun was first arrested on

14 October 1989 at the age of 19 for

her peaceful pro-indePendence
demonstration in Lhasa. She was

scntenced to nine years on the chargc

of "countcr-revolutionary'' and for

being a ringleader ofthe group Again

in ti93, lrer sentence was cxtended

by eight years for recording songs on

frccdom along with other l3 nuns'

Shc was given a Year reduction from

her l6 years prison scntence' Shc was

..l.arei on 26 F.bt"ry 2004 after

servins l5 years of imprisonmcnt for

h., pJ"..ftrl demonsrration and her

.r,nrn.^.n, in singings songs with

h.I."ott."gu. in Drapchi prison' Shc

was awarded the Rcebok Human

Riehrs Award in 1995, whilc she was

in-orison. Even after her rcleasc' her

-oua*an,, were restricted and was

virtually under house arrest' After

strong intcrnational outcrY and

lobbyi-r,g she was finally released to

exile in March 2006'

was active discussion betwecn the

participants and thc resource person.

His talk on human righs situarion and

power structure of the Chinese

ieadership was greatly appreciatcd by

the workshop ParticiPants.

Wishing atl the teaders a very HaPpy and

Ptosperous l-os ar (Tibetan_New 
lii?;ru

Ngawang C.Draknargyapon Briefs Tibetan NGOs

Ngawang u. DrakmargYaPon, a UN

.x-oert bricfed staff of the Tibetan

NbO, in Dharamsala - Tibetan

Youth Congrcss, Tibcran Women's

Association, the Gu Chu Sum

Movcment of Tibct, Students for a

Free Tibct and Tibctan Centre for

Human Rights and DemocracY at

rhe laner office on the functioning

of UN Human Right Council' I{c

had an informal discussion with the

members of thc Tibetan NGOs about

the functioning of the formcr UN

Human Rights Commission and its

relevance *Ith the nc*lY formed UN

Human Rights Council, which will

meet again in March-April this year'

He alsJ sugqcsted a necd of a bctter

.oordirratio=i among Tibcran NGOs

in raising the human rights isucs at

the highest level in more constructive

manner.

GllL ,./

\ _./

Phuntsok Nyidron, 34 ycars old, a

former "Drapchi Singing Nun" visited
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights
and Democracy on 29 Deccmber
2006. This was her first visit to India
after hcr release into exile in United
State on l5 Ma.rch 2006. Mr Jamphcl
Monlam, Assistant Director
inrroduced the staff members and
showed around the office. He also

briefed about the works of the centre

and the publication materials and

campaign launched for her release.
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The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy CfCHRD) is an independent
clnt.e wtlich aims to promote and prolect human rights and a democraiic oolitv
ror r roel. I attempls to educate Tibelans on human nghts principles and to wori
wilh other human nghts and democracygroups as pariofa worldwicle mo\rement
rowards these ends. TCHRD is registered underthe Indran Societies Registration
Act 21 of'1860 in 1996.

lf you would tike to subscribe to TCHRD.s monfhty Human Rights update or toorder one ot our pubtications, ptease send you n"." 
"rij i.iiiiil#iii(including efiail) to our office

Partial list of TCHRD pubtications:

.The Next ceneration:The State of Education in nbet Today (1gg7.t, BehindB^a$ Pnson Cond ions in f,bet (1998) . Ct".i"g r;;-ir;;;;;";;;;;:Repression in Tibet (1ggl).Conveniton on the n Chr: "r 
rr; ;;r,r;'fit"iliTranstation) (1 998).Demoqacy. An Educato, e-*i"r tr ggai. i""rt;.Ji"i"i",Accounts of Tibetan Former politicet prisoners iigsi);i r,;l*""s'"'"""Education Booktet (.1998).4 Guide rrDe.,oc.acyridsrl:rl*"ii",iJ#;l:i:i;:irzl;"i:::;);:::;1i;:

travetterc to rirbet (1999) .Torture and lt-Treatmeni ,; iib;;iffi#?;#D*criminatron in_Ttbet (2o'o). tmpoverishrng fio""^,Cr,rrs-nlr"it"iiiiii"poticy l2ooll. Destruction ot Senhar tniitute . n ip";ir;;;:;;;"i;;;;Oispos_sessed: fand a nd Housing RkJhts in Tibe. (rOOr):!i;k;;;;;il;#;l
unho s crackdown on potiticat dissidence fzboa) : stai" ;i;";i["It;,ribet: A human tights perspective l2oo4) , Kuxing; foiri" ," n-u"iii.oiir',jDeath p_enalry in Ghina (2005) , tnrernarionat Bitiof Human d;i; i;il;i .Annuat Repod . Human Rights Situaton in r,:bet (1996 - ,OOji- 
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Job l*uLr.4,;ll.TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. your concern
and participation make a difference. your
support could instillfaith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

Your bercfits end rcsponsibilities
, You'll receive free of cost our Human Rights updatet All our publicatons will be sent for free upon rquest, You'll receive a membership card, You canjoin ourcampaigns
, Annual membership fee:
Rs. 1001 for members within lndia
US$201 for student members outsi.Ce lndia
US$40/- for oon-student members outside lndia

Please e-mailus at dsa la(Qtchrd.org or write to us
0n our postaladdress for furherinformation.
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Nangpa La shoot out survivor
manages to escape into exile on his
second attempt
On 30 September 2006, a group of
Tibctans escaping from Tibet while
crossing Nangpa pass near Nepal border
were shot by the Chinese People's
Armed Police (PAP). It was reporred
rhat a l7-year-old uun Kelsang Nortso
was killed and a youth in mid rwenty
was injured due to the incriminare
shooting by Chinese PAP 4l Tibetan
refugees from the group managed to

reach Dharamsala safely, while 32
Tibetans were arrested by Chinese
during the shooting incident.

A l5-year-old Jamyang Samten one

of rhe detainee, was able to escape into
cxile during his second atrempt. He
safely reached Dharamsala on 29

Januuy 2007. He testified TCHRD
about the Nangpa la shooting incident
and irs aftermath.

"My name is Jamyang Samten. I am

from Joda disrrict, Chamdo Counry. I

belong to a family offour which consisr

ofmy mother, brorher, sister and myself

I attended an elementary school at

Chamdo Township from the age of 6. I
dropped out of school at rhe age of l0
and worked as animal herder for the

village office. I get 300 Chinese Yuan

per monrh as a sllary for my service.
\t7hile herding, I mer many people and

some of them suggested me to go to
lndia, where I will get audience with
His Holiness rhe Dalai Lama and be mer

education opportuniry. Therefore I
decided to escape to India' Vithour
informing my family members, I went

to Lhasa and stayed with my uncle who

is a trader. After l0 days, I spoke to my

uncle about my intenrion to go into
exile. Thereafrer, he sought a guide who

would take me to lndia and paid 5000
Chinese Yuan to the guide. When we

starced our journey to India from Lhasa,

there were 75 people in the group
exluding two guides.

'!V'e left from Lhasa in a vehicle and

started walking afrer crossing Shigarse.

On 29 September 2006, before reaching

rhe base of Nangpa La Mountain near

Nepal border, ooe of our co-escapee

Lobsang Paljor, who is from Kardze
Counry became ill and wu nor able to
walk. Our guide decided ro stay back to

help him and would come larer on. After
advancing further, we reach near Nangpa
la during night. Since ir was a bright
moon night, we could easily easy see

army stalking in their ba-se camp.

Due to that, one ofthe guide said, 'if
we all go together, there is a high risk of
Chinese police seeing us. I will take my
group of43 people firsr and will come

afrerward to take you all.'He left with
his group.

'\0e 
rhe remaining 32 people, waited

below snow capped mountain for the

return of our guide. At that rime our co-

escapee Lobsang Paljor has came, but
rhe guidc Jamyang was not wirh him.
Upon enquiring him about the other
guide, he told rhat Jamyang has left him.
He does nor know where he went. We

waited for our guides for rhe whole night
and it became morning. Suddenly at that

rimc, we heard the gunshots and also saw

two army vehicles moving. Ve became

very apprehensive about the safery of our

earlier group, who might be in trouble.

Out of fear and helplessness, we hid at

the mounrain for three days. After three

days of hiding at the place, we decided
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(I{fif t(]R

COXTEXT
-NangE La shcot ant surylvor manages
lo escape inlo 6xile on his secord
altenpt (pg 1)

-EP and Canada adod resdutions on
Tibet (ps 2)
-Richard Gerc utged Germany lo
prass Chh€ on hunan d.Jhts and Ttbel

@2)
-Biography of tomot polilical prisoner
Ngawang Rigdol (N 3)
-Railway ahd Minhg h nbet (pg 4)

TGHRI' ACTIVTTIES BULLETII{
-'Democratisalion and Local
Governance' wotkshops in axile
Tibetan Seftlernent (pg 5)

A^l \

]ME FF

m0tRflr



lo
TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Condnu.d troin p.grl

to proceed further at 4 pm, as qre wcre
left with ao food and may die our of
starvation.

As we moved from the place, we
saw a man waving his hand to us co

come up. \i/e mistook him for our
guide and climbed towards him.
However, he shot two gun fues toward
us. Though we had wished to escape

at that tirDe, but we could uot as we all
were hungry and tired. Thus, we did
not move from our place. Vithin a

momeDt, large number of army
climbed down from the hill and
handcuffed all of us. They took us co

the army camp.
From the 4l co-escapees who have

gone before our group, a nun was
killed and a boF was injured ar his leg
due to shooting by Chinese PAP at the
Nangpa pass on rhe morning of 30
Seprember 2006. In the camp, we were

proyided lirtle food and then shifted
to D hi ngri (ch;Tingri) Detention
Centre. The dead bodyofthe nun was
also broughr to Dhingri. However, it
was not kDown what happeoed to rhe

dead body afeerwards.

In the detention centre, we were
severely interrogated by the officials
for three days abour our guides with
severe beating and torrure, We were
then raken to a new detention centre
in Shigarse. Over there, we were
made to stand still with a bowl full of
water on our head. Incase the bowl
fell on the ground we were beaten. This
torture continued for ten days.
Afterwards, we were made ro do odd
jobs for a month.

Soon relatives and parenrs of the
detainee began to arrive at the
deeendon centre for our release. From
the l3 children in the group, rhe eldest
was 15 years old, while the youngest
was four years old. After a month, we

were released by the police with a

threar that we will be given dearh
s€nknc€, ifwe caughr rrying ro escape

into exile again.
'We all wenr together ro Lhasa from

Shigatse, and afterwards went back ro
our reslxctive homes. I wenc back to
my uncle's place in Lhasa- After staying
at his place for few days, I was able to

secure a travel pass from Lhasa to Dram
(a bustling town at the Nepal-Tibet
border). In Dram, I paid 3000 Chinese
Yuan to one Nepa.li and he took me to
Tibetan Reception Centre at Kathmandu,
Nepal. I reached there in December
2006." I

EP and Ganada
adopt resolutions
on Tibet
The European Parliament during its
meeting in Srrasbourg, France on l5
February 2007, passed a resolution on
Tibet reiterating its supporr to peaceful
dialogue berween China and Tiberan
government in exile. "Commission hopes
that a solution to the Tibet question will
be found soon thar is compatiSle with
Chinese sovereignry and respecr.s the
Tibecan populacion, and that the onlyway
of attaining this ulrimate goal is by
means of a peaceful process based on
open and direct dialogue that is nor
subjecr ro any precondirion." The
resolution further "urges the government
of the People'.s Republic of China and
the Dalai Lama ao continue and resume,
notwirhstanding rheir differences on
certain substantive issues, the dialogue
without precondirions and in a forward-
looking maloer thar a.llows for pragmatic
solurions thar respecrs the territorial
integriry of China and fulfils rhe
aspirations of the Tiberan people." The
resolution shows European Parliamenrt
continuous su pporr of pcacefu I resolu rion
of Tiber issue through dialogue.

On the same day the Canadian
Parliament during its meering in the
Capital ciry of Ottawa, also passed a
resolution on Tibet. The resolution which
was adopted by unanimous consent thar,
"urges the Government of rhc People's

Republic of China and the
represenradves of Tibet\ governmenr in
exile, notwithsranding their differences
on Tibect historical relarionship with
China, to continue their dialogue in a

forwardJooking manner that will lead to
pragmatic solutions that respect the
Chinese constitutional framework, rhe

territorial integrity of China aqd fulfill
the aspirations of the Tibetaa people
for a unified and genuinely autonomous
Tiber." The motiou was iatroduced by
Ms. Peggy Nash, a Member of
Parliament from Toronto and the draft
resolution was championed by Seoator
Consiglio Di Nino, Co-Chair of the
ParliamentarF Friends of Tibet, as an

iuitiative that padiamenrarians around
the world could take up in their own
legislarures. "The coordinared acrions
of democratically elected bodies
representing hundreds of millions of
people would demonsrrare an
unprecedenred level of solidariry for
achieving a negoriates solution for
Tibet," Di Nino said. I

Richard Gere
urged Germany to
press Ghina on
human rights and
Tibet
fuchard Gere, who was in the Cerman
capital for rhe annual Cinema for Peace

gala urged Germany, which holds the
European Union and C-8 presideocies,

to press China about irs human righrs
record and Tibet-

Gere, e longtime advocate of rhe
Tibetan cause said at the news
conference that, "This is a moment of
greac possibiliry [or ... oor jusr
punishing bur encouraging China to
become part of the modern world and
Tibet should be ever-presenr in aoy
discussion with China."

Bob Geldof, a rocker and anri-
poverry campaigner, who was with
Gere also echoed Geret call for acrion
on China. "lt is probably the job of
Germany rhis year, the privilege of
Germany this year ro embracc Chioa
into the inrernariooal norms that are

expeced ofbehaviour," Fls said. I
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P01rilG[1 PRIS0ilIR$ lr
This is a regular section profiling political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet

Biography of former political prisoner Ngawang Rigdol

3l-year-old, Ngawang fugdol alias Yeshi

Dolrna was bom in Yeje Village Thang\ra
Towoship, Mel&ogungkar County Lhasa,

"Trber Autonomous Rcgion" fTAR). Hcr
fam ily livclihood is dependeor on Erming.
Due to poor condition ofher 6mily, all tle
children work ir farm end did nor receivc

opportunities to amnd school, Though she

wa ordeined is a nun at Garu Nunnery she

did not get eoough religious study over

rhere as the nunnery was totally desroyed

during Cultural Revolution and was not re-

constructed afterwards. When Ngawang
joined the nunnery, therc were uound 50

nuns in dre nunnery. At rhat time they spent

rheir rime reconstrucring the nunnery and

didni receive much rime for studying

religious texc.

In lace 1980, when Tibetans in Tibet
startcd peaceful demonstrarions and protest

calling for Tibet independence, she

witnessed Chinese police ruthlessly
suppressing peaceful demonsrrators witl
brur fi,rc and violence. Ngawang took part

in various pro-independence acriviries sincc

1989, but nevergot caughtby the officials.

However on 14 June 1992, she along

with tcn other ouns were arrested by the

officials during rheir protest in Lhara. They
started a peacefrrl demonsszrion Fom Potale

palace calling forTrbet independence. As

they reached near Lhukhang Road, five

police vehicles stopped them and arrested

by the Public Securiry Bureau (PSB)

officials.The officials threw them in 5 police

vehiclcs and were forcibly taken to "TAR"

Public Securiry Bureau (PSB) Dercntion

Cenae in Lh:r-sa City. Tlte nuns were beaten

severely for an hour at rhe "TAR" PSB

Detenrion Cenrrc and afierwards shifted to

Lhasr Ciry PSB Dctention Centre

At Lha-sa Detenrion Cenrre, the nuns

*'ere madc ro sand still facing the wall and

rvere rhoroughly interrogated. During thc

incrrogation, Ngawang confesed thatshe

was soldy r<sponsible for dre protest. Hence,

she was put in a solitary confinement, r*'hile

the other nuns were imprisoned at fourth
floor in one cell.

The cell was completely dark with foul
smcll due ro human excremcnr and urine,

Dr.rring her three mondx and 17 days soliory
confinementin thc crll, rhe prison authoriry

brought some photo in the evening for
identification. By lirrking her widr t}re person

in the photo, they constanrly interrogate

with severe beadng.

Due ro poor condition in the cell, tonure
and constanr mental harassment, she

devcloped poor vision, heart ailment and

hearing problems. Despire her illness, she was

not given any medical treatment in the

prison. Ngawang was later shifted in a ccll

wirh three sex workers. Howcver, her

in errogarion contin ucd in the new cell.'Ilme
and again she was interrogated about the

person and organiration behind her acrivirie..

Finally in December 1993, Lhasa Peoplet

Inrcrmediate Court charged Ngawang and

tobsang Chockyi as rhe main offenders and

scnrenced them to 6 ycars ofimprisonment.
Her other matcs were givcn sentences

ranging from rwo to five 1'ears of
imprisonmenr. They were larcr transferred

to Uni r 3 in Drapchi Prison in J an uary I 993.

At that time there were around I 00 lemale

prisoners in Unir 3 which was specifically

forfemde prisoners.

In Drapchi, she wls made to clean rhe

sewage for more rhan a year, which further

worsened her health complicarions. Though,

she was bedridden for three years in rhe

prison, she was not given any medical faciliry

by the prison authorities. Further she was

made to do work by the prison guard.

D u ring family mon thly visiu, she wa.s helped

by rwo prisooers to walk.

'i(/hen her lamily came to know about her

poor health condition, they brought food,

hcalth ronic urd medicine for hcr during

their monthlyvisit, which gradually helped

her in restoring hereyesight and health to

some extent. The sufferings and torture

inflicted on Ngawang in prison caused great

anxiety to her parents and which
subsequentlyled to their prematurc death.

Despirc her prsonal loss and suffering she

never gave up her smrggk for Titrr Morewer

in 1998, during one of rhe protot incident
in Drapchi Prison, she was severelybcaten

and her hand was seriously iniured due to
beatings in the prison.

After enduring rorture and suffering for
sixyears in Drapchi, she was fiodly releesed

on l4 June 1998 upon the compledon o[
her sentence. After release, she sought

medical treatmcnt with the help of her

relatives. Shc later got )ob as a road sweeper

ar Lhasa Ciry However, she w"as fired fiom
rhe job after few months, as officials ofthe
ciry came to know that she was a formcr
politicd prisoner.

Then, shc set up a small cafe io Lhasa

Tsemonling. But the local police official
suspecred political discussions eJ many

released political prisoner used to gether at

the cafe. She was constantly monitorcd and

was mede ro reporr her monthly activilies ro

rhe local police station, Morcovcr, the local

police official threatened her landlord and

he subsequenrly vacared her fiom the cafe.

Left with no orher alternrtive to earn

livelihood, she secredy lcft [-hasa and rvcnt

to Mount Kailash, where she set up a small

cafe. There she was able to earn somc pro6 r

and also married a man who used to hclp

her in the cafe. They had a baby from th.
wedlock.

During rheir stay over rhere, rhey have ro

report at Lhasa and Meldro Gongkar Police

Starion every month. Since rhey have not
reporred ar rhe p.,lice srarion for long rime,

the police began rheir search. The police later

found their whereabouts. Fearing the threat

of their arrcst, Ngaw'alg and her family later

escaped into e<ile on September 2006. They

reached Kathmandu based Tibetan
Reception Ceotre in October 2006 and

Dharamsala on 29 December2007.

I
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Railway and Mining in Tibet

tL

Meng Xianlai, direcror of China
Geological Survey (CGS) announccd on
24 Jantary 2O07 $out the new discovery
ofvast metal reservoir in Qinghai- Tibet
Plateau which includes crude oil, copper
aod many other resources of strategic
importance. An esrimare of 600 ocwsires
of copper, iron, lead and zinc ore
deposirs were discovered by Chinese
geologists on the Qinghai- Tibet Plareau
sincc 1999, as per report made by thc
latest geological survey. I

The recent announcement by the
Chinese Geographical Survey on the
discovery of vast mineral reservoir
fiadings in Tiber clrme as a prophecT of
the long claim ofliberan government in
exile abour thc Chinese exploiradoo of
Tiberi rich natural resources. Earlier
some experts were skeptical about the
claims of Tibet'.s being rich in minerals
and crude oils.

The minerals crude oil, copper iron
ore are womh $ 128 billion. The new
discovery came as a major relief to
China'.s energy starved economy. China',s
economy is largely dependent on imporrs
of raw minerals. China imported 326.3
million tons of iron ore in 2006. The
huge demand of iron ore led ro 164
percent price hikc between 20O4 ar.d
2006.

The opening of new railway line from
Golmud ro Lhasa in July 2006 also
assumes grcar significance in rhe view
of new discovery of mincrals in Tiber.
In the pasr, Tibet was inaccessible due
ro hilly rerrain and lack oftransporrarion.
\?irh the opening of railway line, there
is no cnd oi natural resources exrracrion
by China, which rightfully belongs ro
Tibetao people.

The main concern is the rights of the
native Tibetan people who owned the
land. They were nor only denied from
accessing the benefits of rich mineral
resourcqs, they were also evacuated from
their land and house without any
compensation. Since 1959, wirh the
forceful occupation of Tibet by China,
Tibetan people were deprived of basic
human rights in their own land. Forget
about their lega.l rights to rheir narural

resources, the locals were kept in dark
about rhe mining acriviries going in
their locality and n eighborhood.
Moreover, the mining activiries have
led to various environmental desrrucrion
and health hazards on rhe local people.
The following interview with rhe
residenr of Markham Counry,
highlighrs the testimony to thc Chinat
exploitarion ofTibcti natural resources.

An interview with a resident of
Marliham, where 17 people

dicd duc to mining accident ia
April2005

A 24 year old Gyatso, from Bhotsa
Village, Shitrong Township, Markham
Counry, "Tibet Auronomous Region"

C'TAR), who has reached Tiberan
Reception Center, Karhmandu, Nepal
in Deccmber 2006 gave a detailaccount
of mining acriviries going in his narive
village in Shedrong Township.

According ro him, "In January 2006,
around l5 Chinese geologisrs came to
survey the Thaedhong Mountain which
lies at the back ofBhorsa Village. After
thorough survey ofrhe mountain, rhey
all went back. At rhat rime rhe
geologists came in rwo huge vehicles,
bringing along wirh them many
machines and rools which are used for
the mining examination. They rook
somc samples of soils and rocla from
rhe mountain for further examination.

"The actual desrrucrion of
Thaedhong took place in Augusr 2006
by usiog dynamite to blast the
mounrain. Around 80 feet were dug
from all four directions and started ro
exrract minerals from the ores.
However, the Chinase government kepr
villager in dark abour rhe acrivities by
keeping the mining acriviries secret
from the natives. All the labourers in
the mines were Chinese. Not a single
Tibetan is given a job in rhe mining
field though it is located in theirvillage.
Tibetans were even not allowed near
the mining areas."

Therc are more than 100 Chinese
labourers working ia the mining fields.
It was assumed that more than l0 trucks
loaded with mine oaterials arc
transported from the mountaia each day.

There is a speculation going among the
villager that rhese trucks are being sent
ro industries in Yunnan, However, ir was
yet uot hrown ro 6ean abour the definice
place where it is transported.

There are around 28 families living
nearThaedhong Mountain. Of them l6
were permanenrly residing around the
mountain. The residents were issued
norice by local Chioesc goveroment in
September 2006, ro eyacuate rheir place
and move to Dram area near Nepal-
Tibet border. The notice which was
declared in one of rhe general mecring
held by Township governmenr, fi.rmher
state rhar rhe villagers had tgr move our
as guickly as possible before the deadline
of January 2007. Meny farms of the
natives were destroyed by rocks falling
from rhe mounrain aflrersrarr of minirg
acriviries and such desrrucrioD is bound
to happen in furure also.

During the examination ol mounrain
by rhe Chinese governmenr appointed
geologists, rhe elders of the villagers
pctitioned before various levels of
governmena including County level,
requesring rhem to cancel rhe mining
activiries taking place in their localiry.

Moreove6 rhe villagers has requested
many rime to Chinese governmena
rhrough Lodoe, a prominenr leader in
"TAR" and a narive ofTsadrong disrricr,
Shitrong Township, Markham Couury,
nor ro srart miniug activities in their
village. But rheir requests went unheard
and the mining aoivity was staiied
forcefully withour the consent of local
people. The Thaedhong Mountain is
now completely ruined due ro mining
and has led to the destrucrion of
environmenr of rhe localiry."

t
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TheTibetan Cenre for Human Rights and
Democracy conducted workshop and Survey
on 'Democratization and local Govemanc-c"

in the Tibetan Settlements of Lugsarn
Samdrupling, Dickl Larsoe in Bylakuppc
and Hunsur Rabgyaling setdemcnts.

TheTibetan Cenm for Human Righs and

Democracy (TCHRD) attaches great
importance to grassroots democracy,
particularly the peoplc's participation in
Electord Democracy. In light ofTCHRD's
mission, r}le Ccntre conducedworkshops for
fie T'rbeen peoph in Bylakuppe and Hunsur
scttlements. The workshop was aimed at
preparing rhe general public to elecr their
Settlemenr Officer and constitute Local

Assembly.

Thc task was carried out in duec phases. In
rhe frrst phase the Centre collected publ.ic

opinion on electing their own Settlement
Officer and sering up the lacal Assemb]y'

Thc Centre's staff were dividcd into three

committees to collect public opinion and

verdict on the Setdemcnt Ofrcer and the Local

Assembly.

ln thesecond phase, the Centre organized

workshops for heads ofthe villages, secretary

of rhe Tiberan co-oPcrative socieries,

represenacives ofNGOs and Managen ofdre

various monastic irrtirutions.

Mr. Tashl Ph!ntsok, Electlon Cohmlssloner

addressing wortshoP partlclpant'

In the third phase, a public talk was

organized for all the people in the
scttlemens. k is in the purviewof drcse dree
phases of the work, the'Workshop on
" Democrarization and Loca.l Governance"
was conducted in Bylakuppe a-trd Hunsur
RabyalingTibetan Sealcr,enrs.

The Centret staffwerc divided into three
committccs in conducting the survey. The
survey in Bylakuppe 'and Hunsur
setdemeDB took place ber*veen I Februarf
and 4 February 2007.
I. (a) On I and 2 February 2007, survey

was conducted in l4 camps of Dickl
l:rsoe settlcmenr. A ota.l of482 people

sar for the survey and out ofwhich 445

peoplc are in favour of setting up the

Local Assembly at the grassroos levcl and

the rest of33 people are not in favour of
. setti[g up the Local Assembly at the

SrassrooB level.

(b) Simultaneously the survey was

conductcd on the aPPointmcnt of
Setdcmcnt Officcr. A total of488 people

sar for the survey. The outcome of the

survey pointed out to 339 PeoPle in

favour of the Settlcment Officcr
appointed by the Tibetan Government

in F-xile while 139 people in favour of
electiog Senl€ment Officer by the pcople.

II. (a) On 2 and 3 February 2007, the

survey was conducted in 12 camPs of
Lugsam Samdrupling Setdement. A toal
of 1676 peoPle sat for the survey and

out ofwhich 1474 peoph were in favour

of setting up Local AssemblY ar the

grassrooc level and the rcsc of 190 pcople

opted nor in favour ofscning up the tocal

Assembly at rhe grassroos level.

(b) Simulcaneously the survcy was

conductcd on thc aPPointment of
&tderncnt Officer. A toal of 1381 peopb

sat irt for the suwey. The outcome of fie
survcy pointed out to 583 PcoPle in

favour of the Setlcmcnt Omccr to be

E

't
I

?*Y)
U

Democratisaton
lorkshoos in ex

and LocalGovernance
le Tibetan Settlement

llr. Thrpton Lung.lh Educrton Xlnhtrt
.ddres.lng uoikshop prdlclp.nts

appointed by rheTibet r Government
in Exile while 66i people in favour of
the Settlement Officer elccced by thc
people.

IIl. (a) On 4 Februry 2007, the survey
was conducted in 14 camps oflugsam
Samdrupling Setdement abour thc
appointrncnt of Setdement Offi cer. A
coral of 346 pcople sat in the surycy.

Thc outcome ofthe suwey pointed out
. co 239 people in favour of the

Scttlemenc Officer appointed by thc
Trbetan Government in Exilewhile 96

people are in favour of the Settlement

Officer to be elected by the peoplc.

Huntur Rabglaling Scttlzmcat alrcady hat a

funttioning local Asnzb$- Hac+ ttu Catn
did nor cond*r *rv1 on lrcal Attanbb

* I

Studying
public opi

(

''.:.. 
1 : : I ' : : ; . ,.i ,- - .

, j}r I !rrrnarr l{jgh* & I}emrlr:r:
Thc opinion forms werc distriburcd and

collected simultaneously on J and 5

February 2007. ln the second stagc, the

opinions were caegorized and srudied. Thc

gencrd public worries and concelns \ircrc

undcrlined and picked out.

The outcome ofdrc oPinions andconcerns

werc then handcd out to rcsource Persons;

Mr. Thupten Lungrik, Education Minister;

Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, Election
Commissioner; Ms. Dolrna G1ari, Dcpnty

Soeaker of the Tibetan Parliarucnt in erih,

"nd 
M.. P.-" JungneY, Mcmber of

Parliamenc
Contlrlu.d rt nolt P.g.

.)*i^"8*
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Peoplet doubs and misconceptions were

forwarded to the resourcc persons. They in
turn addresscd the doubrs and
misconceptions to dre general public ln that
wa), rhe worl$hop presented a healthy
didogue and interaction amongst tie generel

public.

The first Worlshop wa; organized at Hunsur
Trbeta.tr seclcroenr on 6 and 7 February
2007. The workshop was attended by the
Sctdement Officer, Local Assembly, village
heads, commuaity heads, Tibean kcrdom
Movemenr, Tibecen Co-opcrative Sociery,
Rcgional Tibetan Youth Congress, Rcgiond
Tibetan Women's Association and
represenradves from various monarrcries.

The speatcrs and resources pe$on 'weae

invitcd from the Central Tibccan
Admioistration (CIA), Deputy spcaker of
drc parliameng racteran parliamcntarian, and
the Election Commissioner. The speaker
called upon rhe workshop attendees about
the imporrance and needs of why rhc
setrlement ofiicer should be clected by thc
pcople at the grassroos level.

During rheir preseotations, rhe speakers
clarified many deeply cnrrenched doubts
and confirsions among dre people, They also
suggesred remedies and solutions to rhc
problems and ills faced by rhe Tiberans in
rlre se ctlements. Thcy spoke at length abou r

*lr. Pon. Jungr.y .ddrosslng th. publlc .t
Dlckyl L.Boc Tlb.br S.ld.m.rt

the merits of rhe local governance and a

vibrant grassroots democracy. Thcy called
upon the people to initiate democracy from
bortom-up rather than having to introduce
from top-to-bomom, as it has bcen the case

so far.

Resource Persons

Thuptcn Lungr&, Ministcr of Education
spokc ar lengrh abouc rhe funcioning and
administracion of rlrc Trbeun-Govcmmen r-
in-Exilc. He cdled upon the people to be
morc proacrive in assisting the Tibetan
Government in decentralizing rhc proc€ss
ofdemocracy from ia fledging sate to morc
vibnnt sratus. The gcneral public was esked
to play thc lead rolc in rhe dem ocratization.
He marshaled scores ofrcarons and long term
benefir for rhe people to have rheir own
electcd Senlement Ofrcer through electoral
process rather than having resrricted and

coo-6ned to one appoinrcd by tbc headquarter

in Dharamsala-

Mr. Pcme Jungncy, a veteran
parliamcnarian gave an insighdrl orposure
to the loc:l Assembly mcmbcrs. Hunsur
settlement aLead,, has a funcrioning loca.l

assembly unlike BylakuppeTiberan
setdements. He conducted a lively mock
dcmonso:ation to the local assernbly memben
about how to conduct the proceedings and
rhe functioning ofrlr local asrembly. He also

educated rhcm, how to conduct a vibrant
local assembly, the powcr oflocal a.rscmbly
and the proccedings oflocal assembly house,

Deputy Spealer, Ms. Gyeri Dolmr gavc ao
elaborae ralk on 6e fuoctions and meris of
democracy to the worlshop attendees from
historical perspccrive, its birth, growth and
spread. She aLso highlighad rhe limiutions
andshortcomings of theTibcan democracf
in qile.

lv{r. Thhi Phunsok, El€ctloqComm.issioner
called upon rhe peoplc ro rake more
responsibility and initiative in elccroral
process. He advised rhe gcneral public that
only peoplet participarion in electoral process

such ar voring would ukimarely test and
dercrmine thc democracy

Questions and answers scssion concluded
the workshop. Speakcn poinrrd out rcmedies
and ways to solve tic prevailing problcms.

Public Discussion in Hunsur

Training and Workshop
flunsur

tn

Resource pe6ons end wo.kshop parflclp.nts at Hunsur R.bgayllng Tlbetan Sst .ment

During thc last leg ofprogramme in H unsur
Rabgraling'fibctan Sealcment, apublic talk
was organized at the Hunsur Community
Hdl on 8 Rbruary 2007. The alkwas aimcd
at rcartring out to morc pcople,

Ms. Dolrna Gyari asked for a need of
cficient and succcssful functioning of Local
Asscmbly. She also callcd on general public
to paroopate more in order to set up local
govemancc and a funcuioning gr:usrooc
democrecy.

Mr. Thupten Luogrik i.ssued his words of
eDcouragemcnr rhar the general publlc at
sertlcmencs can elecr thcir own choscn
Setdemenr Officer. He pointed out o pcoplc
rhar the ehments ofsuspicion, doubr, iac.k of
knowledge and unneccssary skepticism on
the part ol gencral public so far had &aggcd
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ll.. Doln. GF.l .dd,csslng prrtlclp.nt rt
llo*3hop ln Ey'akuppo Tlbot.n S.ttlom.nt

the goal ofserdng up a vibrant electora.l

process at the grassroos level. He reiteated
that these unfavourable conditions had
acted as astumbling block in setting up a
grarsrooti democracy through popular
choice.

The Election Commissioner Mr. Tashi
Phuntsok, appealed the public to
participate and take their share of
democratization in o<ile.

Many peninent quesrions werc raised and
the speakers shared rheir viewpoins. The
worlshop did succeeded in informing the
general public.

Similiar Training and Workshop
in Bylakuppe

The second 
'Vorkshop 

was organizcd in
Lugsam Samdrupl-ing and Dikyi Larsoc

Tib*an Settlements in Bylakuppe from 9
to l0 February 2007. The Vorkshop was

aaendcd by thc sctdemcnt ofticer, villagc
heads, community heads, managcrs from
various mo[asteries, acprcsentatiyes of
Tibetan Frcedom Movement, staffof the
Tibctan Co-operative sociery, Regional

Tiberan Youth Congress and Regional
Tibean Vomen's Assodation.

Public Discussion in Bvlakuppc

During the last leg of programme ar rhe
BylakuppeTrbecan Serdement, a public ralk
was organized a. rhe Dikyi Larsoc
Community Hall on I I February 2007. The
ralk was aimed at re"eching out to more and
wider people.

Ms. Dolne Gyeri, Deputy Sepcaker asked

for a nced of efficient and successful
funaioning oflocal Asscmbly She also calbd
on gcneral public to garticipae more in order
to sc up local govemancc and frrncrioning
ofgrassroos &mocraqr

Mr. Thuptcn Lungrik, Minister of
Education issued his words of
encouragement thet the genera.l public at
settlementi can appoint or elect rheir own
choen Settlemenr Ofrcer. He pointed out
to people that the elemenrs ofsuspicion,
doub a, lack of knowledge and u n necessary

skepticism on the perr ofgenera.l public so

hr had dragged the goa.l of sening up a

vibrant elcctoral process ar dtc grssroos levd,
Hc reiterated that thcse unfayourable
conditions had acted as a stumbling block
for seming up a grassroors democracy
rtrrough popular choice.

Mr. Tashi Phuntsok, The Elecrion
Commirsioner appealed ro general public to
participate and take their share of
democratization in e<ile.

Many questions were raised and rhe
speakers shared their viewpoints. The
workshop did succted in informing the

general public about democratization of
Tibetan democracy in orib and effective local

SOVemance.

Conclusion

Thc workshop was successfirl in lalng a firm
foundation io seaing up drc local Assembly
and electing thc Setdement Officcr, The
workshop was immensely successful in
educating aod informing the general public.

Prior to the acual\i'orkshop, the Cenrei
staff listened and gathered opinions from
various age groups with their views on ehe

local Assembly and election of &e scrdement
officer.

Their vievw and opinions wcrc forwarded
to the speakers before their presentarion.
Accordingly, the general public fcars,
misconceptions, doubs and worries were
addressed and clarfied. The public was made
to undersend from this workshop that all
the limitations a-nd problems could be
addressed rhrough rhe rules and regularions.

The workshop has left an indelible
impression on rhe public in gaining rheir rust,
faith and conyiction in the Tiberan
Government's initiacivc and endeavours

regarding the democratization.
The public expressed in thcir fecd back

lorm that rhey have found a 6rm faith and
convicion in setting up the Local Assembly
and the Sealement Officer at the grassroots

level. The feedback forms suggested rhat rhe
workshop succeedcd io benefiting and
empcrlering the general public's knowledge
and understanding on che local governancr
and gressroos democracy

The feedbacks also appealed and requested

tbeTCHRD co conduct similar workshop
and carry our survey studies in otherTibetan
settlements in furure.

There is a generd sense of optimism and

posirive fceling in the public that the local
assembly and election ofsettlement officcr
can be realized in furure if rhe ongoing
initiative and che &ive concinues. This is the
biggest ou rcome of the worlshop conducred

by rheTrbean Cenm for Human Righs and

Democracy from I February to I I February

2007 in Byalkuppe and Hunsur Tibetan

Sctdement. I
Rasourco persons and workshop partlclpants at Lugsem S.mdrupllng Tlbotan Sottlam.nt

HUMAN RIGHTS update . Fefiuary 2007 7

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

a

,\*,
a:

-l



TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

PRINTED MATTER . AIR MAIL

ll unhtvdd, kkdly rctun to:

/4

E-mail:taphun@tchrd.org; dsala@tchrd.org:

Ph:0091 1892 2233$n2*74, Fax.225874

Tibehn Cenbe fq Human Righb 8nd Demoaracy

Top Floa, Nrfiaflg Buildhg
Gangchen Kyishong

Dharansala 1762'15
H,P INDIA

Website: lvwrlrtchrd.org;

The Tibotan Centre for Human Rlghts and Democracy (TCHRD) is an
independent centre which aims to promote and p.otect human dghts and a
democralic polity fo. Tibet. lt attempts lo educate nbebns on human rlghis
principles and to work with othe. human rights and democracy groups as part
of a woddwide movemenl towa.ds hese ends. TCHRD is registered unde, the
lndian Socielies Regishation Act 2l of i860 in '1996.

lfyou would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights updale or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our offce.

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generalion:The strale of Education in Tlbel Today (1997). Behind
Bars: Prrson Condilions,ia f,bet (1998) . Closing the Doors:Ro/rgious
R6p,Essio,] h 77bet (1998). Convention on the Rights of th@ ChM (fibelan
Translation) (,l998)' Democracy:An Educaqon Eookot (1998), Fea ess
Voices: Accou,ts of Tibelan Fomer Polilical Prko[ers ('lgg8].Human
Righ!.s:An Educatbn Booklel (1998\, A Goide to Human R(?hts (1999). A guire
lo Democacy 11999). Tales of Tenor:IortuNh Lbet (1999). Btbfing pars,r
lot trave ers to fDet (1999) .Torture and lll-Treaknent in 'Tibet (2000). Racial
Discrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:CtinEt f/aw6d
oconomic policy (2000). Deslruclion ol Sedhat lnsitule : A Special Repotl
(2002,l Dispossessed: Land and Housing Rights in Thet (2002) . Sbike hard
Campaign: China's ctackdown on political dissidenco (2004) . State of
educalion in Ttbet A human ighls parspective (2004) , Kuxhg Torture :n
Iibet (2005) . Death Penalty in China (2005) . lntemational Bill of Human
Righls (2005) . TCHRD 1996-2006: A Decade of Hum6n Rights Research .
Railway and China's Development Strategy in Tibet ATale ofTwo Economles. Pdsoners oI libet . Annual Repod I Human Rbhts Siualbn fi rrbet (1996
- 2006)
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Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a difference. Your
support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity,

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

Yow benefiE and rosponsl'bl/rt'es
, Youll r4dve lrBe of cost ou Hrman Rights edate, All ourpluicatims willbe sontfor lls eon req8st
, Yott'll recdve a membership card
, Yor can join o,tr canpaigns
, Annulmarbaslripfe;
Rs. '1001for mernbers within lnda
US$ 201 for student msrbers outside lnda
US$ tlOl lor norrstudent monb$s outside lnda

Pleass +mail us at drqla@tchrd.org orwrito to us
on dJrpostal addess forfu(her infornution.
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One detained
incident

during incense burning

VOLIJME XII NUMEER 3

At lcast onc pcrson was detained by
Chincsc police, whcn an trnusually large
number of Tibctan gathcrcd at thc
Bumpa fu (Vasc Hill) in Lhasa, to burn
incensc and of'fcr praycr ol 14 March
2007, as leportcd by Radio Free Asia.
Tlre incensc-burning ritrrals was mlde
ro coincidc wirh grend lilc long oftiring
rirual fbr His Holiness rhc Dalai l,ama
longcvity mede by rhe Tibeten
Govcrn mcn t- in -cx ilc lnd Tibcran
comrnuniry ir exilc on l4 March 2007
at nrlin Templc. Dh,rrernsale.

It rvirs rcpoltcrl rh,rr. (ihincsc Policc
ollici.rlr, alrcr rrirnrssing rlrc g,rrhclirrg,
sreppcd in ro I'lo.'k rhr Iil'er:rrr' rionr
parricipation. At rhar tinrc, t 42 yetr
old-Tibc ta n womrn from Jomda,
Chamdo County, "TAR" rvas detained
irnd rnothcr old *,onran in her 60s was

lssarr lrcd-
Hrrndrcd o[ polirc rverr: dcploved in

Lh:rs,r in rh. 'rficrnoon ro nroniror errd

block people Iionr bLrrning incense. It
was elso rcporrc,J rhrt rhe oflering
prayers and bulning of incense rvere

donc in large Tvay ar Lhrsa's rnrin
Carhcdral; Tsuelhakhang lnd TiLerrrn
shops in Bhakor rcmained closed on rhirt
d^y.

'l-he sourccs inside Tibcr sairl th.rr,
''Tibctarrs rvcre normally nor allo*,rd r,,
garhcr in htrge congrcg,rrions lbr prar.crs
or incense-brrrning. Brrr a lalge nrrnrlrel
of Tibetans convergcd in Lhasa arrd
participarcd on rh:rr dry."

Eerlicr Chincsc government issucd irn
official decrec whcre Tibetan
Conr mu n isr Perry members and
govcrnmenr olficials xcrc trlrrcd lionr
visiring remples in Lhas.r lbr u rvecli loog
period. A Chincsc r,lficial l'irlr .r

surname of V;rng fiom e vili:rgc ncarby
Lhasa told Rcurcls that -fiberans scrc
warncd ofexpulsion and disnrissrl fiom
rhe job, if thcy visir Buddhisr rernples in
Lh.rs r. This :lDnouncenre nt rv,rs rn,rclc
rvhilc ;rnnual scssion of Natiolal Pcoplc's
Corrgress cnds irr Beiiing. FIorr',. vcr. ir

rv.rs not knowrt .tLrorrt tlrr .,,rrtrccriott,
The barr rv;rs,rpp:rreotly nr,r.le to cur.l>

rhc unfading influerrce of rhe cxiled Dal.ri
Larr,a in Tibet and was aimed ro pleven.
Tibet:rns from praying lbr long lile ol'
rhe Drlai Lanra, their spir.itrral sod-king.

Irrespccrivc of rhe olllci:rl decrec, a

large nunrbcrs of 'l'ibet.rns g.rrhcrcd in
Lhas;r to burl incensc and oficled prayer
on l4 March 2007 fbr rhe long life ol-
llis Holiness the Dalai Lama.

On March 14, a grand ritual ol'
offcrings was conducred f'cr rhe long li[c
of IIis Holincss rhe Dal.ri Lema by thc
exilc governnrent and thc Tibcran
Comrnuniry in cxilc. The exilc
govcrnnlenr also appcaled ro all
Tibc tan s-you ng and old-ro get
involved in rrrcritorious lcrions on rh,rtd"v. r

GOXTI XT
-One detained during incense burning
incident (pg 1)
-Tibetan Political Prisoners continue to
experience deplorabb condition (pg 2)
-Panchen Lama Disappearance case
raised in UN Human Rights Council (p9
2t
-Biography of former political prisoner
Kalsang Thutop (pg 3)
-Vrolattions of Religious Freedom still
continuing in Tibet (pg 4)
-Nancy Pelosi commemorate Tibetan
National Uprising (pg 5)
-UN expert callChina to make public the
result of Nangpa killing (pg 5)
-Ihree years sentences for possesing
CDs (pg 5)

TCHRD ACTIVITIES BULLETIN
-TCHRD released 2006 Annual Report
and Topical Reports (pg 6)
-TCHRD released new Prisoner's
Report (pg 6)
-TCHRD attends UN Human Raghts
Councalmeeting at Geneva (pg 7)
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Tibetan Political Prisoners continue
to live under deplorable condition
TheTibetan Centrc for Human Rights and

Democracy (TCHRD) released a ncw re-

port " Prisonerc ofTrbet" on 23 Mar& 2007

at Genera and Dha-ramsala simuhaneously.

The report launched during a side event at

rhe ongoing 4th session of the Human
fugha Council in Geneva, highlights rhe

tragic consequenceslibetans bear for exer-

cising their fundamenral human rights of
expression, opinion and conscience.

Tibetans are victims ofan authoritarian
government that feels free to impose arbi-
trary punishmenr on anyone who exercises

basic human rights, which are guaranteed

by inrcrnarional law and nominally pro-

recred under drc Chine* consdrution. Un-
der current law and practice, Tiberans are

imprisoncd either through summary judi-
cial process or an adminisuarive derenrion

ofno longcr thal four years. It is virtually
impossible to know the true number ofpo-
lirical prisoncrs as China does nor allow in-
dependent organizations to visit prisons,

labour camps and derention ccnters on a

regular and sl,stematic basis.

According to TCHRD records, there are

ourendy I t6 known'Iibetan polirical pris-

oners, out ofwhich 5l ate serving a sen-

rence often years or more. Monks and nuns

number 80 or 697o ofthe total number of
polirical prisoncn in Tibet. The acmd num-

ber ofTibeon political prisoners is likely to
be higher rhan the above-cited figure.
Former polilical prisoners form tic maior

sourcc ofinformation while friends and rela-

tives ofprisoners who have recendy escaped

into orile are also a maior and rzluable source

ofinfiormadon, Information on political im-

prisonment in Tibet is gencrally trcated as

"stare secra" and chargeable for "cpionage"

and thrown into jail for long terms ifaoy-
onc caughr with passing information. Therc

is a culrure of fear and a palpable sensc of
self-ccnsorship on the part ofTibetans and

a deep seatod and widcspread zero-tolerance

ofany activity or viewpoint that is perceived

to chdlenge rhe Communist Party's control

over the aspcas ofsocicty it dcems crucial

on rhc part of fic authorities. Torture is a

regular fcarure in Chinese adminisered pris-

ons in'I'ibet. Since 1987, there have becn

88 known death ofTiberan political pris-

oners as a direct result oftorture and inhu-

man treatment in Prison.

For manyyears DrapchiPrison housed ma-

joriry of'Iibetan political prisoners and was

known notoriouly for the inhunane treaunent

met to pofirical prisoners. ln early 2005,
Chushul (Ch; Qushui) Prison became opera-

rional, since rhen most of rhe political prison-

crs have becn transferred to this new faciliry.

The prison locatcd away from Lhasa City
(approx 120 kms) cnables the aurhoriries to

keep visitors away and mainuin a tighrcr con-

trol on the prisoners. Manfred No*ak, rhe UN
Special Rapportcur on Torture, after a visit to

rhe prison on 27 November 2005, described

that the prisoners complained about basic con-

ditions better in Drdpchi than in Chushul

Prison.

This report contain profilcs ofmost ofthe
current knownTiberan political prisoners. !

Panchen Lama's
Disappearance Case
raised in UN Human
Rights Council

Or22March2017, the UN Human Rights

Council heard a joint satement by l5 NGOs

dcscribing the disappcarancc ofthe Elevcnth

Panchen lama ofT'rbet "a continuous crimc."

The joint NGO statcmeot was madc in
reaction to the report ofthc li0'orking Group

ti

on Enforccd or Involunory Disappcarancc
(VGEID), one ofthe Special Proccdurcs of
the Human Rights Council, which was

prescnted on 2l March 2007.
A representative of Movement a4pinsr

Racism and Fricndship amongAll Peoples

(MRAP) delivered a statement, making a

specific reference to the WGEID repon
which said: "All cases of cnforced
disappcarance remain under acrive
consideration by the Working Croup until
they are clarifted. The crime of enforced

disappearance. as defined in *re Dedaration

on rhe Protcction of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, is a continuous
crime until the fate or whereabouts ofthe
disappeared person becomes known."

'Accordingly, the enforced disappearance,

since 1995, ofGedhun Choekyi Nyima,
rhe Elevenrh Panchen Lema ofTiber, is a

continuous crime," the NGO statement told

the Council.
The joint statement madc on behalfof

human righr groups who are based inAsia,

Europe, North America and Africa,
wondered why the NTGEID did oot engage

in a fresh intervention on the case ofthe
Panchen Lama with the China.

"Tibetans and followers of Tibctan
Buddhism remaindeeplyconcernedabout
rhe whcreabous, well-being and fate of this

boy. Therefore, we wish to know why the

report of the Working Group failed to
coosider a renewed urgenr intewention on

this case, especidlywhen r}re l7orking Group

publiclysrared on 2 Mav that is first session

in 2006, "coincided with the lTth binhday
of rhe Panchen Lama who disappeared

when he was only 6 years old."
The statemeot was supportcd by the

following NGOs, Asian Indigenous and

Tiibal Peoples Nerwork. Asian Forum for

Human Rights and Development
(FORUM-ASIA), Society for Threarened

Peoples, International Fellowship of
Reconciliation, Interfaith lnternational,
France Libertds - Fondarion Danielle
Mitterrand, Pax Romana, International
Mucational Development, Intcrnational

Federation for the Protecrion ofthe Rights

ofEthnic, Religious, Linguistic and other

Minorities, Tiansnational Radical Parry,

Nonviolencc International, Vomen's
Internationd L,eague for Pcace and Freedom

(!flILPF), FemmesAfrica Solidaritd (FAS)

and Commission africeine des promoreurs

de la santC ct des droits dc I'homme
(CAPSDH). I
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P0llIrG[l PRlSoiltRS
This is a regular section profiling political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet

Biography of former political prisoner Kalsang Thutop

/g

KalsangThutop alias Bhagdro was a narive

of Takrhong Village, Sangda Township,
Toelung Dechen Counry, Lhasa, 'Tiber
Autonomous Region" ('TAR"). After
studying at village primary school for five
years, hc worked ar the village as accountanr

and staff. ln 1980, he was ordaired as a

monk ar Drepung Monasrery which is

located in thewest ofLhasa Ciry.
Kalsang was one of the 27 Drepung

Monlawho led the first pro-independence
demonstration since 1959, on 27
September 2007. He pasted pro-
independence posrers as well as distributed
pamphlets conraining the teaching ofthe
Dalai Lama and arricles rclated ro Tibet
Independence in Monastery aod Lhasa

ctv.
I-arcr, on 5 March [988, he took part in a

mass pcaceful demonstration in Lhasa. He
was also a member of 'Tibetan Freedom

Movement,' a secret underground
organisation formed by ten monks ofthe
Drepung Monastery in the same year. He
wzs involved in pasting pro-independence'

posrel sccrcdy on many occasion.

ffier rhe imposirion of Martial [:w in
Lhasa by Chinese govemment on 7 March
1989, the Chinese Securiry Police arrested

one member ofrhe group, This was followed

by rhe arrest offew other members ofthe
organisation.

When Chinese police began to suspect

about his involvement and was about to

arrest him, he alongwith Ngawang Glalsen

sccrcdy left mooastery for cxile. Before

rcaching Dram (Ncpal-Tibet border), their
vehiclc met with an accidenr. Ngawang

Gyalrscn suffered a severe head iniury in

rhat accident and they could nor proceed

6rrther.

Thcywenr back ro a village near Dram for
Ngawangt reatment and went into hiding

for 3 days. Later, thcy conrinued their
journey into exile by tnvclling in the night.
Howcver on the night of l3 March 1989,

Kalsang Thutop doing kitchen work in Drapchi Prison

Chinese Peoplct Armed Police (PAP)

followed them.

Since, Ngawang was badly injurcd, he

could nor walk fast enough. They were

caugh r by rhe PAP at the border and detained

at the PAP camp for three days. Latet they

were handed to Public Sequity Burcau (PSB).

The securiry personnelt took them to PSB

Detenrion Centre. In the detention centre,

they were thoroughly inrerrogated under

extreme tortutes for several times.

Finally on 28 November 1989, Lhasa

lntermediate People's Court senrenced

Kalsang along with nine orher friends and

one polirical prisoner for 5 to 19 years of
imprisonment. They wcre allegedly charged

wirh forminga tounter revolurionary' group,
'espionage', 'leaking stare secret' and illegal

crossing. Kalsang was sentenced l8 years o[
imprisonment with che deprivarion of
politicd rights for 5 yean.

After the rrial, the Chinese government

made a broadcast on the radio, relevision and

ncwspapcrs claiming the collapse ofsecret
'Tibetan freedom movemenr' and'splirtisr

group'. On l5 January 1990, they were

shifred ro Drapchi Prison. They were
immediately given a severe beating in rhe

prison. Theywerc made to wear prison dress

and all rheir dor-hes and personal belongings

were burn in fire in the prison ground.

ln the prison, Kalsang was alwap subjected

to hard labour. He became very weak. But
rhe prison aurhorities denied him of any

proper medicd treatmenr. On rhe morning
ofJune 1996, he was aken for inrerrogarion

in Drapchi Prison. Vhen he returned two
hours later, he was unable ro speak due to

severe beating. He was rushed to a Publci

Hospital nearby, but died few hours later

around 4 a.m at the hospitd. He was only
50 years old when he breathes last. Kdsangi
death body was raken by one ofhis known
one and he in turn handed to Drcpung
Monastery for cremation. His bodywas larer

given a sky burial near the Drepung
Monastery. Vhile pcrforming a raditional
sky burial, ir was observed that one of
llalsarg tesrides was bruully crushed. I
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TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Violations of Religious Freedom still continuing in Tibet

A 26-yetr old, jamphel Nyima alias
Dhondup from Meldrogungkar, Lhasa,
"Tibet Autonomous Region" ("TAR") has

recently reached Dharamsala in February

2007. He testified with theTibetan Centre
for Human Rights aod Democracy
(TCHRD) about theongoing repressioir on

rhe religious freedom in Tibet. Jamphel
testifies,

"l joincd Meldrogungkar County
elementary school at the age of scven and

anended till Xth Standard. later, I joined

Lhasa Highcr Secondary School and srudied

up to Xllth standard. Vhile in school,l wes

in teresr ed in mrdfng our own cul rure, history

and religion, bur nwer receive opporruniry
as most ofthe subjecrs in schools are raught

in Chinese only. Moreover, Chinese
government has issued a decree, which
prohibirs celebration of religious ceremonies

and rirual in schools. Students were forbidden
to wcar amulet (holy religious thread) and

barred from visiring temples. lfanyonewas
found violaring these norms, stringent actions

were raken like expulsion from the school.
Those srudyingTibetan languagc will have

dim job prospect in the furure. Even for those

Tiberans graduating with Chinese language

find it difficult ro find jobs. Hence, it is very
rare to 6nd young Tibetans in Trbet wirh good

knowledge in their own language, religion
and culrurc."

"l discontinued my formal education after
compleringXll standard, as I wished ro join
any ofthe three major Centres of rle Buddhist
learning - Sera, Drepung and Gadcn
Monastery. Hence, in 2000, I joined Drepung
Monastery, which is locared in the west of
Lhasa City. Although, I was not registered as

a rcgular monk, yet I stayed at rhe monastery
for two year as unrcgistered monk. The
maximum number ofmonk in the Drepung
Monastery as 6xed by Ch inese authority was

720- lt 2003, 120 new monks were
regularized and I became a regisrered monk
ofthe monastery"

'After regularization, I srudied Buddhist
Philosophywith full heart. But, to my uner
surprise, cvery monrh about l5 to 20
pcrsonnel from l"hasa Religious Affair Bureau
(RAB) would come ro our monastery ro
conduct 'parrioric re'edrcation' for around
l8 days. During the campaigns, the monks
rvere forcelully made ro derounce the Dalai
Lama, denounce separarisr and 'splitrisr

group" and accept Tibet as a part ofPeoplet
Republic ofChina. In addition, the RAB

officials would make monks ro sign
prepared document where the above

srarement is wrimen. Monks wcre pur in a

catch-22 siruarion, wherein signiog thc
starementwould mean going against their
conscience and refusing to sign ends trp in

punishment or expulsioo from monastery.

Thus, monk face lor of difficulries and

anxieties in rhe monastery."

"Especially on 25 November 2005,
around 30 work cam officials ftom Lhasa

came to Drepung Monastery. TheT called

all monkof rhe monasrery fora meeting in

Drepung laseling Prayer Hdl. As all monk
gathered for thc meeting in the prayer hall,

theofficials raised five points and explained

them to the monks. The five points were: I .

Denouncing the Dalai [ama. 2. Opposirion
ro separatist group, 3. Accept Tibet as a

part ofChina 4. Allegiance to the Peoplet
Republic ofChina. (PRC). 5. Feedback on
rhe o<perience ofthc re-educadon crmpaign

by theVork'I!am."
"During meeting, [obsang lTangchuk,

head of the Democraric Management
Commitee (DMC) of rhe Monastery got
up and said'It is not acceitable for a monk
to criticize onet principal tutors. Because

by criticizing onet utor the monkwilllose
his monascicvows. Hcnce, it is nor pos.sible

to criticize thc Dalai Lama.' Due to that
incideor, Iobsang was interrogated several

times afterwards."
"[:ter, work ream ofiicials splits thc

monks into smallergroups and made monls
to accepr above menrioned five points.
When the monls refi.rsed to oblige rhe call,
they were individually made ro answer on
the each question. During the session,
Phuntsok Jangchup from Phenpo County
was made to accept 5 points. He not only
refi.rsed to accept their demand, even argued
wirh the work team officials. After the
session, Phunrsok went back ro his room
and work ream officials decided ro
interrogate him again the next day."

'When the ofrcials of the work tcam
went ro call him next morning rhey found
his room locked from outside. They all
assumcd that he ran away from rhe
monasrery. Howcver after three days, when
oneofrhe monk from rhe mooastery madc
a call on Phuntsokt mobile, he was

2-A

asconished to hear the mobile phone ringing

from Phuntrcki room."
"Immediately the monk went to find a

stairs and peeped through the window. He
found Phunaok lying on his bed. He then

went to officials and narrated what he had

secr. The work ream oflicials and monla
rogerher rushed to Phuntsokt room and
found his dead body lying on the bed with
foul smell. It secms that Phuntsokt has

committed suicide after the artumeorwith
work team officials a threc days before.

Fearing troubles in monastery after the
suicide ofPhuntsok, WorkTeam decided to
postpone the'patriotic re-educarion'
campaign in thc monasteryfor awhilc."

"However, the work team officials came
again to our monastery after 15 days to
conduct're-educarion'. During the session,

monls refrrsed to denounce the Dalai fama.
Then one carly morning thc work team
olficials secrcdy called Ngawang Namdol of
Phcnpo, Ngawang Nyingpo of Phenpo
Paenag, Phuntsok Tharlam of Lhoka,
PhuntsokThubrrangof Lhasa and Ngar,rang

Phelrye of Cyaltse. These five monkswere
forcefirlly handed over to their respecive
familythrough the head ofthe local counry
govelnmen a. '

"On the same evening, the five monks
made phone calls ro rheir colleagues in the
monasteryand narrated the irrcidenrto them.
After hearing the news abour the expulsion
of five mooks, a.ll the monks in the monastery
immediately went ro work ream's place to
demand the reason be.Irind rhe expulsion and
deportation of those five monks. Thc
argumcnt between 

'Work 
Team officials and

monks lasted from 3 pm to 6 pm in the
cvening."
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"On the next day, the monks again gather

in front ofthe lTorkTi:am and sat for a &ylong
hunger strike. The monks demanded a

meeting with the head oMork TLam. Scnsi ng

gavity ofthe siruation, the officialscalled the
higher autlority, Later, on the same day, four-
army truclc with armed personnels came to
Drepung Monastery "
"On that night, after rhe return ofmonks ro

their respective toom, the officials called the
office bearers ofthe monastery and instructed
them to control the monks in order to avoid
the firther escalations ofthe incident. During
rhat period, devorees and pilgrims 6om ouside
were not allowed to visit the monastery for
few days. All the peoples, who come to the
Monastery for pilgrimages were sent back
citing ongoing fire conrrol training in rhe

monasrery as a lcason for closing the
monastcry."

"There is no religious fiecdom in Tiber and

moreovcr, there is constant menml harassment

due to 'patriotic re-education' campaigns in

the monastcry. Due to such rcasons, many

monks leave the monastery. Since 2003, rnorc

than 100 monks wcre expelled or wirlrdrew

from the monastery. At present, thcre are

around 500 registered monks in the Drepung

Monastery."
'Due to the lack ofreligiotrs fiecdom in Tiber,

I left my monastery and escape into exile with

thc sole purpose of joioing Dtepung
Monastery in South India ro pursue my srudies

in Buddhist Philocophy. I reached Dharamsala

in February 2007. Afterseeking an audience

wirh His Holines the Dalai l-ama, I am going

to ioin Drepung Loscling Monastery in south

India." f

Nancy Pelosi
commemorate
Tibetan National
Uprising
United States' Speaker of the House of

Reoresentive' Nancy Pelosi issucd a statemcnt

",r'ro r"rrt.tt 2d07, during the 48th

Anniversary of Tibetan Narional uprising

.ommemoration. 'On the 48th Anniversary

ofTiberan Narional Uprising Day' wc honor

,i"rn"nv brr,"]-ibttans who sacrifrced rheir

lives fiehting for frcedom," she said'
"'irt"T"""ion.a 

trte Unitcd Smtes Annual

grr* nig-t,t rcport' which has raised

coocern about the China serious abusc of
human rights inTibet. She also mentioned
the didogue bcwccn liberan government
in exile and China as a positive sign but at

rhe same time express her deep concern that
Chinesc govcrnmcnt is stalling the
negotiations with His Holiness envoys.

She states, 'The U.S. Congress condnues

to be bedrock of support for rhe Tiberan
people. Lasr year, Congress passed legislation

to award the Congressional Gold Medal to

His Holiness the Ddai Lama. in recognition

ofhis contributions to peace, nonviolence,
and religious understanding. I was proud
to be an original co-sponsor of rhar
signifi canr legislation.'

She also expressed the necd to pay heeds

to rheguidance ofrhe f)alai Lamat message

ofpeace andTibet on6going struggle. f

UN Expert calls
China to make
public the result
of Nangpa killing
On 28 March, during rhe Human Righrs

Council meeting, Mr. Philip Alston, rhe

Special Rapporrcur on exrra iudicial
summary or arbirrary exccurion of UN
Human Righs has asked rhe Chioa to nreke

public the findingp of its itrvestigation on

Nangpa la shootilg incident in Scptember

2006. Thc satement was made in reference

to earlierwrittcn lener on l8 Oaober 2006

bv Mr. Alsron, demanding full public

accounrability for the aoions ofdrc Srate

and ofits bordcr military patrols and frrnher

askedwhether compensation has been given

ro the families of victims.

M r. Alstont letrcr stared, " . ' ' without pre-

iudging the accuracy of the informarion

,"""]rJ,I tnould no,c thc relevance in such

situations of the United Nations Basic

orinciples on dre Use ofForce and Firearms

iw L"uu Enforc.m.nr Officials These

P.inciples nore, inter alia' thar law

"rrfo,.a-.n, 
officials should "as far as

porsible apply non-violenr means before

.".orritrg ro the use of fotce and tirearms

,,,a ,l^i "i" any event, inrentional lethal

,rr. n[ fir""ra.'a"Y onlY be madc when

.,ricrlv uu"roid"bl. in order to prorecr life"

i*.rla "u tit .,o araw your Excellency's

"trcnrion 
to rhe Code ofConduct for Law

Enforcement Officials, adopted by the
Gcneral Assembly rcsolution 34l169
(1979) which more succinctly stresses the
Iimited role for lethal force in all
enforcement operations. "

Mr. Alston also asked the Chinese
authorities "*,hether compensation has been

provided to rhe hmilies of victims" and
whar legal steps have been taken againsr

those responsible for dre Nangpa La Pass

killings. "Pleasc provide the details, and
where available the results, of any
investigation, medical examinations, and
judicial or orher inquiries carried our in
relarion ro thc above mention killing."

The Chinese Foreign Min istry
Spokesman, earlicr promised to investigare

theclaims ofChinese People's Armed Police

shooting at Tiberans escaping through
Nangpa I-a Pass on 30 September 2006.
UN human rights expert called upon
China to ensure thar Nangpa La Pass

Killings are' promptly, independendy and
thoroughly investigated in acrordance wirh
rhe Unired Nations Principles on the
Effecrive Prevenrion and lnvesrigation of
Extra-lcgal, Arbitrary and Summary
Execution." I

Three years
sentences for
possesang cDs.
Accordingto Radio Free Asia report on 9

March 2007, *rc Shigacc Intcrmediate

Peoplet Courtsentenced Penpa, a native

oflsakor TownshiP, Dingri Counry,

Shigatse Prcfeaure, "TAR" to rhree years

of imprisonment for rhe mere possession

ofrwo CDs of Dalai [emat teachings'

Penoa was earlier arrestcd in June 2006

on t he susp icion of sa"ing lives of h u nd red

sheeo for the long life ofthe Dalai Larna'

The iocal police oflicials searchcd his h ouse

,nd found rwo CDs of the Dalai l-ama's

teachings. Afrer his arrcst, the Chirrese

authoriry confisticatcd all the 100 shcep

he boueht.
Peno-a was inirially detained at Dhirrgri

,r,.1 irrDecember 2006 was taken to Nq:rri

Prison in Shigatse. He would be serving hi'

ternt in Ngrriprison Hcwasa villagel.. rd' r

,nd r.,t.."e"sful businessmanl in fact ar th'

time ofhis arrest he was a village lcadcr' ;
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TCHRD released
2006 Annual
Report and
Topical Reports

The Tibaan Ccntre for Human Righm

and Democracy (TCHRD) releascd its

2006 Annual R.eport Human Rights

Sination it Tibet 
^r 

a press confercncc
hcld at Lhakpa Tsering Hall, DIIR on I
March 2007. Thc rcport focuscs on four
spheres of human rights violarion in
Tibcr: Civil and polirical libcrtics,
Religion, Developmenr and Educarion
in Tibet. Tiberan mcdias - print and
electronic media werc present. At thc
confcrencc thc Direcror briefs rhe gist
of thc report. At rhe same time topical
rcport - Railway and China's
Development Strategy in Tibett A Tale

of Two Economia was releascd. A copy
of Annual Rcport and ropical rcport
werc prescntcd ro thc media personnels
present at tlc conference.

On 2 March 2007, a scparate press
confcrencc was also hcld for the Indian
media by TCHRD on the release of its
2006 Annual Report at thc Coffee
Housc. The questions raised by rhc
media wcre answcred by TCHRD. I

lilr I lunr.rn

-
TCHRD released
New Prisoners
Report
The Tibctan Ccntrc for Human Righrs
and Dcmocracy (TCHRD) rcleases a

new reporr "Prisonets of Tibet". The
rcporr was launchcd during a side cvcnt
at thc ongoing 4th scssion ofrhc Human
Rights Council in Gencva. Ir highlighs
thc tragic conscqucnces Tibetans bcar
for exercising rhcir fundamcntal human
righrs of expression, opinion and
conscicncc. The rcporr is availablc in
borh English and Tibcran languagc on
thc Ccnrrc's websitc. I
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TCHRD attends UN
Human Rights
Council meeting at
Geneva

Mr Urgcn Tenzin, Execurive Direcror,
Tibetan Cenrre for Human Righs and
Dcmocracy (TCHRD) amended the
fourth UN Human Righrs Council
Meeting in Gcneva from 20-30 March
2007. Oo 21 March, TCHRD along
with threcTiberan NGOs - Intcrnarional
Campaign for Tiber, Tibctan 'lfomen

Associarion and rhe Gu Chu Sum
Movcment for Tibet hcld a Tibet pancl
evcnt at UN Human Rights Council
Mccting - 'Nangpa Killings, An Eyc
Witncss Account: China! Usc of Forcc
on Civilians, including Children". A
Dutch cyewirncss, Mr Frank Bcrkhour,
was invitcd to brief thc parricipants
about his first hand account of Nangpa
[: killing of'Iibctan escaping from Tibct
by Chinese Bordcr Patrolling Officers.

Mr Nick Howcn, thc Secretary
Gcncral, Intcrnarional Commission of
Jurkr (lCJ) modcrated the discussion.
A prcscntations was also hcard from Ms.
Tscring Jampa, Execurivc Dircctor,
ICT-Europe; Mr. Phuntsok Vangchuk,
Sccrcrary, Gu Chu Sum Association;
Mr, Urgen Tenzin, Executivc Director,
TCHRD; and Ms. Tscring Dcckyi
Ratutsang, Tibe tan r0(omenk

Association.
During rhe cvent, a vidco-footagc of

thc Nangpa La Pass killings was

scrccncd, whilc Mr. Phuntsok
'Wangchuk gave personal testimony
about prison conditions in Tibct. Mr
Urgcn Ttnzin rclcascd thc Ccntret ncw
rcport, "Prisoncrs of Tibct" and Ms.

Tlcring Jampa informcd rhc gathcring

about thc contcnt of ICT's "Dangcrous

Crossing: Conditions Impacting thc

ilr. Urgen Tenzin, Erecutive Director of TCBRD delivering oral sbtement at the lV uN Hunan
Rights Council Meeting in Gereva on 29 March 2007.

Flight of Tibctan Refugecs, 2006
Rcport.

The Tibet panel was hosted ar thc
Unitcd Narion by fivc International
NGOs: \(orld Organ isarion againsr
Torrure, Movcmcnt against Racism and
for Fricndship among Pcoples, Sociery

for Thrcatcncd Pcoplcs, Intcrfaith
International and the I n tcrnational
Fellowship of Rcconciliation.

On 26 March 2007, thc Tiberan
NGOs mct Mr Jcan Zicglcr, thc UN
Special Rapportuer on Right to Food

and explaincd in dctail about thc
dcplorablc livclihood of poli tical
prisoners in Tibct.

On 28 March 2007, thcy also mct Mr
Philip Alsron, UN Spccial Rapportucr
on Extra Judicial Summary or Arbitrary
Exccurion. Thcy spokc to him about thc

Nangpa la killing and China should
cxplain thc dctails of rhc Nangpa la

killing. Thcy rcqucstcd the Spccial
Rapporrucr to pressurizr China to hold
accountablc for such arbitrary killing of

innoccnt civilian in order to stop such
evenr in the firture.

On 29 March, they mer Ms Asma

Jahangir, thc UN Special Rapportucr on
Freedom of Religion or Belief. The
Cenrrei Director bricfcd thc Spccial
Rapporruer on rhe lack of religious
frecdom in Tibct.

Mr. Urgen Tcnzin, Excc u r ive
Dirccror, TCHRD dclivercd oral
statcment on behalf of Intcrnarional
Fellowship of Rcconciliation (IFOR),
Sociery for Threatcncd Pcoplct, MRAP
and Asian Indigenous and Tiibal Pcoplct
Ncrwork (AITPN) in thc UN Human
Rights Council mecting. Thc ioinr
statcmcnt was highlightcd on thc issuc

of culturc gcnocidc in Tibet. China's

dccadc long policy ofpopulation trans(!r
ofChincsc scttlcrs on thcTibetan platcau

poses biggcst threat to thc very survival

of the disrinct national idcntiry of thc
Tibetan pcoplei as a race. I
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The Tabetan Centre fol Human Rights and Democraq, CrCHRD) b an independent

centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democ6tic polity

forTibet. lt attempts to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with other human rights and democracy groups as parl ofa worldwide movement
towards theseends. TCHRD is registered underthe lndian Societies Regiskation
Act 21 of 1860 in ,1996.
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Death Penalty in China (2005) . lnternational Bill of Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRD 1996-2006: A Decade ofHuman Rights Research. RaihMayand China's
Development Strategy in Tibet: A Tale of Two Economies . Prisoners of llbet .
Annual Report : Human Rights Situation in fibel ('1996 - 2006)
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Human Rights begin with you, Your concern

and participation make a difference. Your
support could instill faith and hope in those who

have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD
BECOME A MEMBER

Your benefib and responsibilities
, You'll receive frBe of cost our Human Rights edato
, Al I our pudicatims will be sent lor free rpon req.rest
v You'll receive a rn€rnbership card
v You can join our campaigns
v Annual rnenrbership lee:

Rs. 1 00/- for members within lnda
US$ 201 forstudent menbers outside lnda
US$ 401 for mn-student menbers outside lnda

Please e.mail us at drala@tchrd.org orwite to us
on our postal addBss lor further infonnatjon.

8 HUMAN RIGHTS updafe . March 2007 Funded by Heinrich B0ll Foundation

1l undelivercd. kindly rclum lc:

lf you would like to subscribe to TCHRDS monthly Human Rights update or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our ofrice.
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Today,25 April 2007, marks thc l8th
birth&y ofGedhun Choelcyi Nlma- rhe

XIth Panchcn lama ofTibct who along

with his parcnts has bcen missing for

thc pxt rwelvc years.

In thc last dccadc numcrous govcrn-

mcnts and indcpcndcnt organizations

have prcssed rhe authoritics in Bciiing

to disclose thc whcreabour and wcll
bcing of Panchcn Lama and his family.

Rcgrenably, thc authoritics havc so far

givcn various cxcuses for denying acccss

to the Panchen lama and his family. tast
year in reply to qucstions submitted by

Rcuters, rhe Srate Council Information

O(ficc said China had not arrangcd

mcctings bcrween rhc boy and foreign

organizations or mcdia our of respcct

for the family's wishcs not ro bc dis-

turbed. Similarly, since 1997, China has

failed to provide written document as

dcmanded b' rhe UN Vorking GrouP

on Enforced or lnvoluntary Disappear-

.nces of the Commission on Human

Former Chushul Prisoner Arrives in Exile
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Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo rhe Xlth
Pqnchen Lqmo lurns l8: Slill missing

Rights to support China's claim thar
Gcdhun ChoelqTi Nyima and his family
wished not ro bc disturbed by outsiders'

Morcovcr, in Scptcmbcr 2005, Chinese

authoritics informcd the UN Special

Rapportcur on Frecdom of Religion or
Bclicf rhat Gcdhun Choekyi Nyima is in

"good health and iust like any othcr chil-

drcn is lcading a normal, happy life and

recciving a good cultural cducation". A
year larer, in an ofljcial communication

from China claimed ro a UN rights ex-

pcrt that Gedhun Choekyi is not the

Panchen Lama but "merely an ordinary

Tibean child" but China has persistcntly

refused an independcnt expert ro visir

him in order ro confirm his welfare and

wcll-being.
In the latcst initiative, human righrs

group, Amnesry Intcrnational raised con-

cern about the whereabouts of the

Panchen Lama with the Chincse govern-

mcnr and asked the Chincse aurhorities

Continuld at nt P'ge

Sonam Doriec,38, was born in Dashcr

Villagc, Gyama TownshiP, Meldro
Gungkar County. Born in a farmeri
family, he went ro village school for

somc ycars and latcr staYed at homc

working in thc farm.

On 30 Junc 1992 a mccting was hcld

at Gyama TownshiP Administration
office courtyard. Ar the gathcring of
more than 1,200 pcople Thupren Yeshi,

Lhundup, Sonam Rinchen, Kunchok

Lodroe and Sonam Dorjee raised a

Tibctan national 0ag and shoutcd "Free

Tibet, China QuitTibet, Long live H'H
the Dalai l,ama". Thcir protest at thc

gathcring sent the crowed inro panic and

chaos. After 15 minutes of shouting rhe

slogans and unfurling the Tiberan
national flag, nine policemcn reached rhe

spot and arresred all the dcmonsrrators'

Additionally two trucks of army came at

rhc spor to control the situation.

Upon arrcst, they were taken to the

counry detention centre, whcre cach one

of them werc interrogated and tortured

wirh elcctric prod, stick and rope. The

oolicc demanded to know rhe main

i."d., *ho plorred the cvent and who

has insrigated them to protest. Further

thcy wcre asked whether therc is any
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Gedhun Choekyi ...
to a-llow him frecdom of movcmcnt.
In addition, this year during the UN
Human fughts Council mccting a joinr
statcmcnr was madc by 15 NGOs dc-
scribing thc disappcarancc oF rhc XIrh
Panchcn lama of Tibct a conrinuous
crimc.

The UN High Commissioncr for
Human fughts, Ms. Louise Arbour,
raised thc case of Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima ro rhc Chincsc authoritics dur-
ing an official visit to China from 29
August- 2 Scptcmbcr 2005.

Likcwise, thc UN Special Rappor-
tcur on Rcligious Frccdom aad Belicf,
Ms- Asma Jahangir, ot 9 January 2005
raiscd hcr conccrn, "abour the gravc
intcrfcrence with thc frccdom of bclief
of the Tibctan Buddhists who havc thc
right ro detcrminc their clcrgy in ac-
cordancc with their own rites and who
have bccn dcprivcd of thcir rcligious
leader-"

fasr ycar, rhc Working Group on
Enforccd and Involunrary Disappear-
ancc of the UN Commission on Hu-
man Rights statcd that it "would ap-
prcciatc being providcd by the Gov-
ernmenr ofChina wirh documcnts sup-
porring its sratcment thar he and his
parcnts had appealcd ro thc Govern-
mcnt for prorection and ar presenr are
"leading normal lives and cnjofng per-
fcct healrh-"

The Pcoplc's Rcpublic of China
(PRC) has signed thc Unired Narions
Convention on rhe Righc ofthe Child
on 29 August 1990 and ratified it on 2
March 1992. China's conrinucd deren_
tion of Panchen Lama is a clear viola_
tion of rhc Convenrion on rhe Righrs
of rhe Child, as well as domestic and
intcrnational laws. Ir also indicares the
persisrent religious rcpression inside
Tiber. Ir is a matter of great concern
rhar such prominenr religious figure is
dcnicd and bercfr of any rradirional
religious srudies and rraining accord-
ing to Tiber's religion and culture.

BACKGROUND:

On l4 May 1995, His Holincss the Da.lai
fama announccd rhat rhc thcn six-years
old Gedhun Chockyi Nyima as rhc rcin-
carnation of the Xrh Panchcn [,ama. Thtcc
days later, Gcdhun Choclcyi Nfma and
his parents disappcarcd and havc nevcr
bccn seen again. Bcijing aurhorirics wcrc
quick to rdrrc thc proclamarion, and on
24 May 1995 isucd a statcmcnt dcscrib-
ing the Dalai Lama's proclamation as "il-
lcgal and invalid." China's rcsponsc to rhc
Dalai Lamat sclection of thc panchcn

lama has bcen ro denounce thc legirimacy
ofGcdhun Chockyi Nlma and proclaim
anorher child ro bc rhc real incarnarion -
an unprcccdenrcd and bizarrc act of thc
officially athcist statc. Shortly aftcr this
announccmcnr Gcdhun Choekyi Nyima
and his family arc rcportcd to havc becn
disappcarcd and sincc thcn thcre has be€n
no crediblc information on rheir wherc-
abours and well-being for the past rwelvc
years and ir still rcmains a major con-
cetn.

In addirion, Chadrel Rinpochc, a
formcr abbor ofTashi Lhunpo Monasrery
seat of Panchen lama, and Chairman of
the Scarch Commirrec for thc reincarna-
tion of thc Xrh Panchcn lama and his
assistanr Champa Chungla disappcarcd
Irom Chengdu Airporr in Sichuan prov-
incc on l4 May t995. On 2t Api,t t997,
rhe Shigarse Inrermediate people's court
sentenced Chadrcl Rinpoche ro six years
of imprisonmcnr. He was charged with
"plotring ro splir rhe counrry" rna "t."1-
ing srate secrets". Hc was accused of
working for and assisring rhe Dalai Lama
in the search for the Xfth panchen Lama.
Alrhough his senrcnce ended on l3 May
2001 following thc completion of a six-
year prison term, rhere is no credible in-
formation on his whereabours or on his
srare of health. Jampa Chungla, a former
assisranr of Chadrel Rinpochc, was ar_
rested in 1995 for his participation in the
search committee of rhe XIth panchen
Lama. He was senrenccd to a Four- year
prison rcrm and ro a rwo-year depriva-
rion of polirical righrs. Therc is ajso no
information on Champa Chunglaafter rhe
complerion ofhis original four-ycar prison
tetm.

The Tibcrao Ccnrc for Human Rights
and Dcmocracy (TCHRD) is gravcly
conccrnd at rhc condnucd ulisappcar-

ancc and dctcnrion ofthc Panchcn lama
and his parents and appcals for their
unconditional rclcasc. TCHRD urges
thc lnrcrnational bodics ro prcssurc the
Beijing aurhorities to asccrtain rheir
whercabouts and well-bcing and to al-
Iow the rclevanr IIN bodio to mcct the
Panchen Lama. Thc PRC should also
ensure rhar thc religious frecdom of rhe
Tibctan peoplc bc rcspcctcd including
thcir rights ro idcnti$, religious lcadcrc.

I
Conlinued Irom ptorl

Former Chushul .....
splirtisr group's hand bchind the protcsr.
Thc demonstrarors told thc policc rhat
rte main ob.jccrives of staging rhc
qemonsttatlon werc ro proresr the
forceful sclling offcrrilizer to rhc farmers
at a vcry high price. Since thc farmers
use ferrilizer rwice a year, rhcy would
have ro spend cxorbirant amounrs in
order ro have good crop lcld. Each bag
offerrilizer cosr more than 200 Chincse
Yuan. Alother objectivc was to prorcsr
againsr the massivc transfer of Chinese
population inro Tibct, which leads ro
an cver-increasing une mployment
problem among thc Tibetan. The
markers in Tiber are rakcn ovcr by rhe
Chincse migranrs, I."ring ucry sca.e
opporruniry for Tibctans to do busincss.

All of thcm citcd samc rcasons for
rhe protesr, making rhe police vcry
frusrratcd and angry The police bcar
rhem up and used clectric prod
cver).whcrc on rhcir body. They hit
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Sonam Dorjec on his stomach so hard

that he could not brcath. Thcy wcre

madc to sand up with a namcplatc on

thcir chcst and took picturcs of thcm.
On 30 June 1992, thc policc took thcm
rc Gutsa Dctcntion Ccntrc. At Gutsa

hc was intcrrogated twice every
morning at 9 am and in thc aftcrnoon

at 3.30 pm. Hc was suicctcd to scvere

beating and torture frcqucntly.

During the interrogation, his hands

wcrc ticd with ropc at back and uscd

clcctric prod on thc fingcrs. Thc policc

officcrs also tied thc han& and legs at

thcir back and put brokcn glasses

bcrwcen rhc ropcs in order to make it
morc painful, Sometime, thcy wcrc
beatcn with iron rod till thc officcrs wcrc

tircd and they wcrc intcrtogatcd and

tonurcd for 12 days in Gutsa.
On 28 Octobcr 1992, thc Lhasa

Pcoplc's Intcrmcdiatc Court chargcd

thcm of "Countcr-Rcvolu tionary
Propaganda" and scntcnccd Sonam

Dorjce and Kunchok Lodroc to l3
ycars' imprisonmcnt and deprivation of
political righs for four ycars. Sonam

Rinchcn, Thupten Ycshi aad Lhundup
wcrc scntcnccd to l5 years

imprisonmcnt and dcprivation of
polirical rights for fivc ycars. On 20

Scptcmbcrtgg2, thry wcre transferrcd

to Drapchi prison. ln Drapchi, they
had ro do morning cxercise, during
which they havc to run in linc. They
havc to work also in vcgetablc grecn

houscs. In Drapchi prison, thc
prisoncrs can mcet their frmily oncc a

month but somctimc cvcn rhis
opportuniry is denicd for no apparcnt

reason.

On l/4 May, 1998 thcrc wcrc major

protcsts in Drapchi prison, all the
political prisoners wcrc tortured and

dcspire bloodshed all around rhc prison

compound, the police officcrs
intcrrogated and torturcd cach prisoncr

throughout thc night. Itwas during this

intcrrogation and torture session that

Sonam Dorjce dwelopcd a sevcre hcart

discase and since rhen, hc used to
bccomc unconscious at lcast twice a day.

On 23 Novcmber 1998, Sonam Dorjec

was relcascd on medical parole' His

rclcasc was to avoid any medical

cxpcnse for his treatment by thc
govcrnmcnt. Duc to financial problcm,

hc could not afford ro get mcdical carc

and had to rest at homc. Agin on 22

Novcmbcr 2000, hc was taken back to

prison to continuc his rcrm.

On l3 March 1994, Kunchok Dorjee
was alrc rclcascd on mcdical parole as

hc had bccome vcry weal< duc to scvcre

torture and long suffcring. Sonam
funchcn also was ill for a vcry long timc
due to torturc and inhuman trcatmcnt
in prison but he didn'r rcceive any
mcdical trcatmcnt rill his condition
bccamc ssverc. On 23 Scptembcr 1999,

hc dicd aftcr tcn days of mcdical
rrga(mcnt, Aftcr thc posr-morrem, it
was found out that his brain was scvcrcly

&magcd duc to using elcctric prod on

his hcad and his rips and lungs wcre

also damagcd. The postmortcm
indicated that hc dicd duc to thc severe

torturc and inhuman trcatmcnt thar he

rcceivcd in prison.
On the night of l2 April 2005, all rhc

Drapchi political prisoncrs wcrc
transfcrrcd to Chushul prison amidst
tighr security. Thrcc guards cscortcd

cach political prisoner and ar that rimc
about 100 political prisoners wcrc
transferrcd. Chushul prison is worsc

rhan Drapchi prison. Thc security
arrangemcnt is very strict with
survcillance cameras put on thc wall of
each room. Thc rooms whcre the
political prisoncrs wcrc kcpt is vcry
small with a trny window and low roof
and rhe only vicw that thcy can see is

thar of thc sky and top of thc mountain.
Exccpt five minutes brcak outside of
their room, most of the time, prisoners

wcre kept inside the small dark ccll.

In Chushul prison, the political
prisoners wcrc dividcd into threc
elphabetical units - A, B and C. Unit A
includcd prisoners who werc obedicnr

to prison authoriry and wcll- bchaved

and thcy have a grcen colourcd batch

on thcir chest with their namc and unir.
Thosc in unir A havc the spccial
privilegc of sitting undcr thc sun for
wholc &y, and also during their family
visits, thcy wcrc given half an hour
period of time.

Thc prisoncrs in unit B wcre allowcd
outsidc of thcir room only once a day

and it was for fivc minutes and thcy have

a yellow coloured batch with thcir name

and unit. During their family visit, they
can only talk through phone for fivc
minutcs and were allowcd to kccp only
I kg of fruit or food tiat their family
has brought. Sonam Dorjec was kcpt
in unit B.

Unit C included thosc political
prisoncrs who wcrc considcrcd worst
bchavcd and thcy have a rcd coloured

batch on thcir chcst. They werc ncver

allowed outsidc of thcir room and wcre

completcly denied the rights to meer

their family.
The living condition in Chushul

prison is cxtrcmcly poor. Though, daily
budget of each prisoncr is 5 Yuan, but
in rcaliry thcy wcre pro*,idcd food worth
lcss than 2 Yuan. The rcmaining 3 Yuan

is used as prizc moncy for thosc
prisoncr guards who had becn smictcst.

The daily food for polirical prisoners is

vcry poor and thcrc is no fat or oil uscd

in thc food. Due to lack of nutririous
food and warm placc to slccp, most of
rhe prisoncrs have kidney and gasric

problem. Ovcr thc years, thc prisoners

have requestcd improvcmcnt in their
food and propcr medical trcatmcnt but
thc Chincsc prisoner guards agree to
do so only on thc condition that they

dcnouncc the Dalai Lama. They werc

asked to dcnouncc the Dalai Lama

politically if not religiously and when

thcy rdused to do so; they tried evcry

means to crczlre grounds of suspension

and enmitics amongst thc political
prisoners.

On 29 July 2005, Sonam Dorjcc has

finally completcd l3 years-tcrm and

rcleascd from prison. Thc continuous
restriction on him cven aftcr his releasc

madc his life miscrable. So he took
permission for mcdical check from the

local aurhoriry and secretly fled Tibet
and arrivcd in exile safcly. His fricnds,

Thuptcn Yeshi and Lhundup arc still
scrving their tcrm of l5 years in Chushul
prison and thcir term is duc to expirc

on 29 June 2007. I
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The
will
A 24-ycar-old, Kyilhu was born in
Gangkar Village, Shclkar Township,
Dingri County, "Tibct Autonomous
Region" ('TAR'). He rcachcd Tibcan
Refugec Rcceprion Ccntrc, Katmandu
on I April 20O7. Hc testified to the
TCHRD thar his family is dcpcndcnt on
farming as the main rcurcc of livclihood.
Hc has a large family wirh his rwo sisrers
and a brothcr in law and rheir children.

fu for Kyilhu, hc does not stay much
ar homc. To carn his own livelihood mosr
of the timc hc stays ourside home
working as a labourcr and bus conductor
of public rransponation scrvicc betwecn
Shigasc and Dhingri. It is a wcll-known
fact thar construction labourcrs get rhe
lowest pay. In particular,'fibetan
labourers do nor get rhc pay as much as

Chinese labourcrs. Some timcs Tiberan
labourers end up not gcrting paid aftcr
many days ofwork, sincc the contracror
ran away wirh all thcir wages. For instancc
in April 2006, hc was in Shigatse whcre
he worked in a construcrion sitc. At that
rimc he and around l0 Tibetans of
Shigarse localiry and six-scven Chinese
workers were hircd. Ir took around eight
monrhs ro complere rhe construction of
the rwo-storcy building. Whcn alllibetan
workers and some Chincse workcrs
approached rhe building owncr for the

paymcnt, hc rcfused, saying thc
Chincse construction contractor was
givcn all the moncy. Thc owner said, if
you nced money go and scarch for thc
contractor. Most of the workcrs had rc
suffer without gctting paid for many
months of work. The workers wcrc
usually from vcry poor background
wirh no formal cducarion. 'Whcn 

such
injustice happened, they bccome
helplcss and do not know whcrc and
whom to approach for grievanccs. Thc
incidcnt was rcally a bad expcrience for
Kyillu as ir was rhc firsr rimc thar he
ventured out of his homc to work and
carn a living.

Hc furthcr tcstifies that in the month
of January 2006, administration
officcrs of rhe town callcd a mecting of
all the resident of Shelkar Villagc and
ordcrcd the villagcrs ro dismantle old
houses and tcconstruct new houscs.
They furrhcr ordcrcd rhar rhc cnrire
ncw houses should be of same design
and of same colour. Thc goyernmcnr
has sanctioned 10,000 Chinese yuan
for the construction of ncw houscs and
is expccted from the cach houschold
ro contribute minimum amount of
10,000 Yuan. In ordcr to build a ncw
house, thc family is rcquired ro spend
at leasr 20,000 Yuan. The State will

provide 10,000 Yuan, rcmaini ng
amount nccd to be spcnr by thc family
thcmsclycs, Thc aurhority announccd
prizcs for rhosc who would build houses

according to thc instructions and worth
morc than 20,000 arc wclcomcd and will
be given prizes also. Scvcrc punishmcnr
will be mctcd on thosc who fail to
comply with thc Statct ordcr. Thc
villagcrs felt threatencd and havc oo
other optioos, bur to agrcc to thc orrdcr.

Therc are 34 families in Shclkar villagc,
of which only rwo-three familics can
build ncw houscs by adding more rhan
10,000 Yuan on top ofan cquivalcnt
amount providcd by thc Stare. Resr of
thc families cannor afford to build a new
housc, as rhcy are vcry poor. Thcre is
no way that they can build a ncw house.

Since thc bcginning of this ycar
March, only four families wcre ablc to
build new houscs. Of rhcsc four, only
onc family could afford to build thcir
own house. The orher thrce families
wcre not ablc to raisc 10,000 Yuan by
thcmsclvcs and havc to borrow from
bank. The bank loans have ro bc repaid
wirhin rwo ycars, after which intercsts
will bc chargcd on top of thc principlc
amount. The local town office ordcred
thc village people to complcte the
construcrion ofncw houscs bcforc 2008.
In responsc to the cnquiry of
construction of ncw houses, thc rown
ofiicials said "lt is for the prepararion
of upcoming 2008 Olyrnpic gamc, in
Bciiing China. Many rourisrs will visir
Tibet in 2008 Olympic". China wants
to show rhc rourisr that they are bringing
cconomic developmenr in Tibct,
therefore forcefully making Tibetan
peoplc build new houses, which in turn
put thcm in debts. The new houses do
not rcflect rhe botcr Iiving standards of
Tiberan people, rhey are nor happy in
rhe new houses built upon dcbrs, they
are morc worried than ever about how
ro repay the loans ro banks.

r

rurol reconstruction compqign in Tibet ogoinsl the
ond wishes of lhe residents

l{c* Houss coltructrd in rural Tlbot.
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New Minority Report
on Chino sloms ils
exclusion ond
morginolisotion
policies

A ncw rcport "China- MinorirY
Exclusion, Marginalisation and Rising

Tcnsion" was brought out by Humao
Rights in China (HRIC) and Minoriry
Rights Group Intunational (MRG).

China's claim thar its massivc economic

dcvclopmcnt stratcgy will bencfit rural

ethnic groups in its westcrn rcgions.
Howcvcr, in practice it cxcludcs,
marginalizcs, and masks rhc inctcascd

rcpression ofcthnic minoriry groups such

as Mongols, Tibctans, and Uyghurs,
according to a new report. Instcad of
bcncfiting the rural erhnic minoritics,
Chinai cconomic devclopment stratcgy

implemcnts a politicized policy agcnda

of resource cxtraction, assim ilation
through population transfcrs and

militarization.
Thc ncw rcport also er<amines Chinat

autonomy sysrem, and how dcsPitc

formal guarantccs of sclf-governance and

minoriry protcctions for ethnic groups,

rhe systcm functions as a mcchanism of
cxclusion and control. lt claims,
"Sptcmic violations of civil and polirical

rights occur in tandcm wirh incrcasing

occlusion ofcthnic minorities from a top-

down policy of economic devclopment,

cspecially evidcnt in Mongolian, Tibetan,

"n.i 
Uyghu, autonomous regions'"

Thc report contains information from

a divcrsc pool of sources, including
Tibetan refugecs, students, farmcrs,

trade professionals, uncmployed persons,

formcr political prisoners, and NGO

field workcrs, as wcll as references to

Chincse law, official documcnts and

publications.
Thc report includcs a set of

recommcndations to Promotc Sreater
rransparency, inclusive polirical
participation, cquitablc developmenr and

rhe preservarion of cultural idenriry' I

Google now censors
Chino crilicism in
u.s.

lntcrnct scarch cngine Googlc, which
VoldNctDaily.com (VND) rcportcd

carlier, ccnsors its search rcsults in
China to mcet govcrnment dcmands,

is now ccnrcring criticism of China in
thc Unitcd Statcs, according to onc
wcbsitc owncr.

Chris Langdon, thc owncr of ncw

wcbsitc has found out that Google is

nowccnsoring criricism of China within
thc Unitcd States, aftcr he launchcd his

sire ChioalsEvil. Hc just wantcd to buy
advcrtising for his work in google. But
was dcnicd pcrmission to purchase
advcrtising on thc scarch cnginc.

His sitc lobbics against the continucd
financial support for China by thc
purchasc of producrs and rhc locarion

of busincss vcntures thcre. Hc notcs

that his opposirion is ro thc opprcssive

govcrnment in China, not the

population iself.
'Not all Chincse PcoPle are evil, of

coursc. Many in China want more

freedom, as cvidenced bY Tiananmcn

Square. Howe vcr, rhe Communist
Chincse governmcnt has bccn' and is,

a murderous onc. The Communist
Chincsc slaughtered millions during the

Chincsc Revolution' Aftcr coming to

power rhey murdcrcd thousands of
lando*rrers aft.r mock trials'
Subsequcntly, Communist China
invaded Tibct and murdcred a million

Tibetans," rhc sitc saYs.

The sitc also lists China's help in North

Korea's invasion of South Korea, the

estimatcs of up ro 40 million dead

during the "Grear Leap Forward," the

millions of deaths during the "Cultural

Rcvolution," and the nation's influence

in Vietnam.
"As tong ago as 1971, in a studY done

for Congrcss, Professor Richard L'
Valker, in 'Thc Human Cost of
Communism in China' noted that

Bcijing was responsiblc for the dearhs

of bctwecn 34.3 million and 63'8

million people '.. [in 1995) European

historian Jean louis Margolin .. ' statcd

that Chinesc Communism took thc
livcs of 44.5 million to 72 million
pcople...," the sitc norcs.

'Communist China hes mutdered
millionrboycott Chine," thc website

says.

"lc is well known that Googlc and

Yahoo! allow thc Communist Chincsc

governmcnt (o ccnsor information that
appcars on rhcir search rcsulrs in
China. Few know thar Googlc ccnsors

its scarch rcsuks in Amcrica, and its
advcrtising, in a decidedly arbitrary,

unfair manner," said l,angdon.
"They dont want to offend

Communisr China," hc said. "l'm not
talking about ccnsoring in China. I'm

ralking abour in Amcrica, thcy censor

in America." I

Liechlenstein
Porlioment Adopls
Tiber Resolution

Thc Licchtenstcin Parliamcnt adopted

a rcsolution on Tibct during its three

day Parliamcnt session from 25-27

April, despitc the Chincsc govcrnmentt

Protcst.
Earlier rhrec mcmbers rcprescnting

all the thrcc political partics viz. Ms.

Josy B iederman n of Progrcssivc

Peoplc's Party, Mr. Harry Quadcrer of
Patriotic Union and Ms. Andrea Matt

o[ Frec List submittcd a joinr morion

on Tibct to thc parliamcnt on 2 April

2007.
Mr. Harry Quadercr, on behalf of

orhcr rwo colleagues, introduccd thc

motion in the parliamcnt on 25 April

2007. The rcsolution was subsequently

adopred wirh thc support of l8 votes

and six votcs against it and one

abstcntion.
The rcsolution "cxP resses its

solidariry with rhe European Parliament

on Tibct Rcsolution adoPted on l5
February 2007' Ir furthcr urges rhe

"Govcrnmcnt of Pcople's Republic of
China and thc Dalai lama to resttme

and conrinue thc dialoguc despite their

differcnccs on ccrta in sttbstanrive

issues without preconditions rnd in a
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forvardJooking manncr that allows for
pragmatic solutions which is in accord
with wishcs of rhc Pcoplc's Republic of
Chinai tcrritorial integriry and rakes
into accounr the aspirations ofTibetan
peoplc."

Thc rcsolution also "instrucrs its
Prcsidcnt to forward this resolution to
the Prcsidcnt, Government and thc
Parliamcnt of Pcople's Republic ofChina
and thc Dalai Lama rhrough thc
Govcrnmcnr of the Principaliry." This
is Liechtcnsrcin Parliamenr's second
rcsolurion on Tibct since June 1996. 1

Second Nongpo Lo
coptive monoged to
escope into exile

A 20-yczr old Gatsok, was one of the
3l pcoplc arestcd by Chinese Pcoplcl
Armcd Policc (PAI) during thc Nangpa
la shooting incidcnr on 30 Scptembcr
2006- The Chinesc PAP wirhour any
waming fired at thc unarmcd group of
Tibctan cscapccs who wcrc crossing
Nangpa pass, killing the l7-ycar-old nun
Kclsang Nonso and injuring arleast onc.
Of thcm 4l peoplc managed ro rcach
India_ safely, while 3l pcoplc including
a bullcr woundcd boy and l4 childrcn
wcrc dlcgcdly arrcsted by the Chinesc
Border Policc for illegally crossing the
bordcr-

Thc 6te of thcsc caprivcs remaincd
unknown, until rcccntly when l5-year-
old Jamyang Samtcn, onc of rhc
dctainec, cscapcd inro cxilc during his
second artcmpt and rcachcd Dharamsala
on 29 January 2007. Hc was ablc to shcd
somc light on thc aftermarh of thc
shooring. Gatsok is thc second Nangpa
[a caprive to cscapc into cxilc.

_Gatsok hails from Gagemo Village,
Gatha Township, Tcngchcn Counry,
Chamdo Prcfccturc, "Tibet
Autonomous Rcgion" ("TAR"). Hc is
farmcr by occupation. Hc testified with
thc TCHRD that,

"Though I hayc nevcr bccn ro school,
my purposc of coming into o<ilc was to
scck an audicncc with His Holincss thc

Dalai Lama and to pursuc monastic
cducation. But unluckily, I was arrcstcd
by Chincse police along wirh 30 orher
Tibetan cscapces during my firsr
attcmpt. Howevcr, I did not lose hcart
and rhis rime managcd ro cscape inro
cxilc by trying a different strategy and
route."
"During my first attcmpr, I was in the

second group. We wcrc moving slowly
as our group was compriscd of mostly
small childrcn. Suddcnly, wc hcard thc
gun shor and wc all began ro run. At
rhat rimc, I rhought that rc won't be
ablc ro cscapc sincc our group consisc
of many children. Latcr, it was known
that the gun fire was made on thc first
gfouP."

"Howevcr, thc Ch incse Police
managcd to arrcst our group. Wc wcre
32 pcople including rhc childrcn. I did
not sec the nun who was killed, but the
boy from Kandzc who was shot on leg
by rhe Chincsc PAP wcre in the same
vehicle with us, during our dcportation
to thc prison. Thcy took us all to
Shigatse Prefecture Dcrention Ccnrre.
Ve wcrc dctaincd thcrc for more than
monrh. In the prison, thc aduls from
thc group wcrc inrerrogared many
timcs. During rhe interrogarion, we
werc subjccted ro sevcrc bcarings by
clccrric rod and lcarhcr belr. Thc police
officials even thrcatened rhar wc will be
'mcrcilessly' killed, However, we wcrc
Iarcr rcleascd from the prison, probably
due to intcrnarional mcdia covcragc and
condcmnation by various
organizations."

'At thc rime of our dctcntion in thc
Shigatsc Dctenrion Ccntrc, therc were
morc than 100 Tibetans already in the
prison, arrcsred for eithcr trying to
escapc to India or reurning from India.
They wcrc imprisoncd for morc than
scven months and wcre fincd hcfry sum
of moncy at rhc rime of relcasc. Bur wc
wcre all relcased and handed ovcr ro
parents and rclativcs wirhout imposing
any finc."

. 
"l was relcascd a.fter my rclarivc gavc

thc assurance ro rhc policc ofticials rhar
I will not rry ro cross rhc bordcr in
futurc. Aftcr rclcasc, I wcnt to Lhasa
and rhcn travcllcd in Kongpo rcgion.

After staying thcre for a whilc, anothcr
way for my esqrpc was arrangcd. I thcn
escaped into exilcd through Dram by
paying a guidc and camc to Kathmandu."
I

Four Free Tibet
Activist Protest ot Mt
Everesl Bose Comp

Four Amcrican Frec Tibct activisrs
protested at thc Mt Evcrcst Basc Camp
on 25 April, against China's proposal to
relay rhc Olympic torch through Tibet.
The activists from US- bascd Studenr
for a Frcc Tibct (SFT) unfurled a banncr
" Onc Vorld, Onc Dream, Frcc Tibct
2008". Thc Chincsc bordcr guards latcr
arrcsted thcm.

The protcst camc in thc wakc of
Internarional Olympic Committcc
(lOC) in Bcijing schcdule meoing on
Chinai plan ro rourc thc Olynpic torch
rclay through Tibet. Lhadon Tcrhong,
Exccutive Dirccor of SFT said, ,,lf
Beijing wants ro dcseryc thc honour of
hosting rhe Olympic Gamcs, it must play
by rhc rules of the intcrnarional
communiry - that includcs tolcrancc of
frec spcech and cxpression".

China has lodgcd complaint with thc
United Stares ovcr thc prorest, Aftcr
dctaining rhc acrivists for rwo days, thcy
were rcleased on 22 April rhrough Nepal
border-

China is scvercly cririciscd of nor
complying with intcrnational human
rights laws and accuscd of curbing rhc
press frecdom dcspirc irs assurancc ro
IOC ahead of 2008 Olympic. t
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Tolk to lower TCV
studenls

Mr. Jampa Monlam, Assistant
Director, TCHRD was invited to
delivcr a talk to the students of f,ower
TCV School on Human Rights
situation in Tibet on 24 April 2007.
Mr. Monlam spoke on the currenr
human righa situadon in Tibet. He
dso answered tlc questions poscd by
the students.

The talk was organised for the
students in preparation of upcoming
'Tibct Our Country Project" by the
school. a

Commemorolion
of l8rh birrhdoy
of the Xlth
Ponchen Lomo

Mr Urgen Tenzin, Executive Director,
TCHRD, attendcd the l8th
Birthday of XIth Panchen Lama
Gendun Choeyi Nyima, which was

commemorated on 25 April 2006 ac

Staff Mess Hall, Ganchen Kyishong,
Dharamsala. The function was
organised by the Central Association
for His Holiness the Panchen [,ama
(Tashi Lhunpo). Professor Samdhong
Rinpoche, Kalon Tripa, Central
Tibetan Administration (CTA)
presided over the firnction as the chief
gucst. Mr. Karma Choephel, Speaker,

Tibctan parliame nt -in-exile and
orher dignitaries of CTA,
representatives of monasteries,
nunneries and NGOs dso attended
rhe firnction. ln the morning session

of the program, the director of the
Association gave an introductory
speech. This was followed by speeches

from Kalon Tripa and Speaker of
Tibetan parliamenr-in-exile.

In the after noon session, Mr. Jampa
Monlam took parr in the panel
discussion to formulate plans to
inrcnsify the campaign for rhe release

of young Panchen Lama. He also
delivered a speech rcgarding the
activities that need to be organized
in future for tl-re release of the Panchen
Lama. f

Tolk regording
lhe situotion of
politicql prisoners

Mr. Dawa Tsering, Field Officer,
TCHRD, delivered a talk to the
students of Lowcr TCV School. He
gave a clear idea of the situation of
political prisoners and the conditions
of the prisons in Tibet. During rhe
question-answer session, he also

answered all the questions posed by
the students. I

TCHRD sel up
book distribution
stoll

On the occasion of the XI'r Panchen
l,amat l8'! birthday, TCHRD set up
a book distribution srall at the main
temple, Mcleod Ganj, Dharamsala.
The Cen tre's staff distributed
TCHRD's publication free of cost
including the Annual Repon 2006
and Topical Reports. The monthly
Human Rights Updates in Tibetan
and English were also distributed to
the visitors. The staff also explained
the currenr siruation of the XIth
Panchen f,ama to a large number of
public including Indian and tourists
present ar the Temple. The Centre's
staff Dawa Tscring, Pa-ldenTlering and
Diclcyi Dolker took the charge of the
book distribution. f
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Tlbetan Centrc for Human Righls and Democrac.y

Top Floor, Nanhang Building

GangctEn Kyrshong

Dtrardmda 176215

H.P INDIA

E-mail:taphun@tchrd.org; dsala@tchrd.org; Websile;wwwlchrd.org;
Ph:009'1 1892 2n363122587 4, Fa\:225874

The Tbetan CenlreforHuman Rights and Oemocracy CTCHRD)is an independenl
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
for Tibet. lt attempts to educale Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with other human rights and democ.acy groups as parl ofa worldwide movemenl
lowards lhese ends. TCHRD is regislered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Act 21 of 1860 in '1996.

ll you would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthty Human Rights update or to
order one of our publicalions, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mall) to our oflice.

Partial llst of TCHRD publications:

.The Next ceneralion..The Stdte ol Education in lib€t Today (1997\. Behind
Barc: Pdson Conditions /r, fibe, (1998) . Ctosing ihe OoorsrRe/rgrious
R6p.ess,o, in Tibet (1998),Conventbn on the Rights of the Chitd (Tibetan
Translalion) (1998).Democtacy.An Educatio, Booklet (1998), Feartess Voices:
Accounb ol Tibetan Fomer Potilical prisonerc (1998),Human Rights:,,4r,
Education Booklet (1998).A Guide to Human Rights (1999),A grde lo
Democracy (1999).Tales ol lenorTofture in Tibet (1999).Brietinq paper tor
travellers to LDet (1999) .Torture and lll-Treatmenl in I'lbel (2000). Racial
Discrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:Chlnab,lawe d economic
policy I2OOO), Oestruction ol Seihar lnsitute : A Speciat Repod (2002)
Dispossessed: Lard and Housing Rghts in nbet(2002). Slrike hard Camp6ign:
China's crackdown on politicat dlssiderce (2004) . State of educatiotin
\bel: A human dghts perspective l2OO4) . Kuxing: Torture in Tibet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) . tnternationat BiI of Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRD 1996-2006iA Decade of Human Rights Research . Raih at and China,s
Developmenl Skategy in Ibeti A Tale ot Two Economies . prisoners of Tibet .
Annual Repod : Human Rights Situation in libel (1996 - 2006)
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Jo;* l*,/+ 4/;d/- T1H?D

Human Rights begin with you. Your concem
and participation make a difference. Your
support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

You benefi$ and rcsponsibllities
v You'llreceive free of mst our Human Righb update
v All our publicalions willbe sent for free upon request
, You'llreceive a membership card
, You canjoin ourcampaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001lor members within lndia
US$ 201 for student members oubide lndia
US$ 40/- fornon-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at dsa/a@lcilld.o/g or write to uson
our postal add ress for fu rher information.

BECOME A M EMBER

Join hands with TCHRD

8 HUMAN RIGHTS update . April 2007 Funded by Heinric$ Boll Foundation

ll tndeliveted, kindlf rclun lo:



IIUMAN HGllI
HUIAI{ FIGHIS lpdats

b e mflrl, tFrsl€(lr o{ trlo
Tt*rC'ltot

lhma ftglt rd Dclt(,&l.
fiv.thd.oq

MAY 2OO7

coxr!LT
-China lntensifiB prohibition ot roligioug
aciivlliss in Tibot during lhe holy month
of Saks DawE (pg 1)
-Tib€tan websits of TCHRD is now
available onlirc (Pg 1)
-Ncw rastriclions on fol€igners traveling
in Tib6t (pg 2)
-200 Tibslan Nomads evicled from their
land by Chinese authorities (Pg 3)
-Lack of opportunity in edu-
cation drives Tibetan into exile
(ps 4)
-Dungkyab Monastery Abbol forced to
step down (pg 5)
-Chinese LeadeBhip attacks Oalai Lama
and vows to tighten control over Tibel
Fs 6)
-Tu/o foreign reporters warned by China

for thsir wriling on Tibet (pg 6)
-French Parliamentarians presented
declaration on Tibst (pg 6)
-China walked oul on Eu-china experts'
Seminar on Human Rights (Pg 5)
-Germ8n's Parliaments adopts resolution
on Tibel (pg 6)

TCIIRD ACTIVITIES BULLETII{
-Assislant Diroctor spoke on Panchgn
Lama issue (pg 7)
-Executive Direclor addressed the
candlelight vigil (Pg 7)
-TCHRD attends VthTSG Conterence
(ps 7)

A Tibctan vcrsion wcbsitc of Tibctan
Ccntrc For Human Rights and

Dcmocracy (TCHRD) is now availablc

online at www.tchrd.org/tibctan. Thc
ncw wcbsite contains all thc ccntrc's

prcss rclcases, Tibcan Annud Rcports,

Tibctan Topical Rcports, Biographics of
formcr political prisoncrs, Monthly
Tibctan Human fughts Updatcs and

photo gallcrics of formcr ard prcscnt

politica.l prisoncrs.

Thc Tibetan wcbsitc is started with
thc solc aim of disscminating

According to a rcliable information
reccivcd by thc Tibctan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD), Lhasa City Committcc
members cdled a mccting of thc parcnts

of school going childrcn prohibiting
thcm from participarint in rcligious
activitics during thc Buddhist holy
monrh ofSaka Dawa (thc month during
which the Buddha was born, attaincd

enlightcnment and passcd away) which
bcgan on 17 May 2007 -

On 14 May 2007, thrce days prior
to thc holy month of Saka Dawa, a

meeting was callcd by Lhasa City
Committcc mcmbcrs among thc
parents of school going childrcn of
Ramoche and Lhubhug arca of Lhasa

Ciry. In the mecting the school childrcn
wcrc ordcrcd to rcfrain from visiting
monasrcries, Barkhor arca, from
circumambulating and wearing amulct
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thrcad during Saka Dawa. Thc comminec

membcrs warncd that thosc failing to
abide by this ordcr would be servcd with
orpulsion from school.

Rcligious ccrcmonics are rcstricted in
Tiber. Prohibitions continuc to bc in
placc for importanr &y like Saka Dawa

and Gadcn Ngyrmchoc, binh&y of thc
Dalai [,ama and the I lth Panchen lama
Gcdhun Chockyi Nyima. Last ycar, a

joint notice issucd on 12 Dcccmbcr by
thc Lhasa City Party Secrctary Officc and

thc Lhasa Govcrnor Officc which clcarly

prohibited thc Party membcrs, civil
scrvants, sBIf, public institutions such

as schools and banks ctc, vocational
ccntrcs, students and rctircd civil
scryants to participate or cvcn see the
activities of Gaden Nyamchoc
annivcrsary- It was warncd that those

failing ro abidc by thc ofticial notice
would be scrvcd with salary cut,

Condrur at nrll PtIa

77
China intensifies prohibitioh of religious
activities in Tibet during the holy month of
geke Dawa

Tibetqn website of TCHRD is now qvoiloble online

information on human rights
and dcmocracy to thc largcr
Tibctan and forcigncr audicnccs

who can rcad Tibctan
satisfactorily. The wcbsite
visitors can casily download all

thc publications of thc TCHRD
without arry cost including the

monthly ncwslcttcr and annual

rePort.
TCHRD also plans ro bring

our the wcbsitcs in Chincsc and

othcr languagcs in thc coming years. t
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dcmotion etc. For thc retircd Tibcrans
this is cspecially difficult bccausc of
thcir faith in rcligion yet rhcir fairh
restrictcd by official stricrurcs and
dictums. ln thc past, cadres werc
unofrcidly allowcd to belisvc in and
practicc rcligion privatclp but are now
bcing subjcctcd to closcr scruriny and
arc liablc ro punishmcnts and
dcmotions.

Scvcic rcligious rcstrictions wcrc
put in place cspccially in Lhasa City.
Plain clothed Public Security Burcau
officials were known to hayc stationed
around the ciry and surveillancc vidco
camcras werc installcd around the
major public routcs and allcys in rle
ciry. In ordcr ro screcn rhe incoming
pcoplc inro rhe ciry, major sccuriry
chrck posrs wcre insralled on rhc roads
lcading into Lhasa Ciry from
surrounding counties o[ Phenpo
Lhundrup, Takrsc, Toelung Dechcn,
Meldrogungkar. Rcport! from Tibct
confirm that small farmers engaged in
petty businesses like selling inccnse and
junipcr leavcs for religious purposes
are banncd ftom selling these ircms on
religious days.

The Chinese authorities continuc ro
reinvigorate thc "parriotic cducarion"
activirics for monks and nuns ar a

regular basis at monasterics and
nunneries. Therc wcre swcral credible
reports in the recent times about work
reams conducting mandarory political
training for monks and nuns at specific
rcligious sites in advance of importanr
annivcrsaries or other evcnrs. The
govcrnmcnt continued to oversee the
daily operations of major monasreries.
Thc govcrnmcnt, which did nor
contribute ro the monastcries'
opcrating funds, rcrained management
control of monastcries rhrough thc
Democratic Managcme nt Committees
(DMC) and local Religious Affairs
Burcaus (RAB).

On I January 2007, a new
"Mcasu rcs for rhc'Rcgulation on
Rcligious Affairs'" with 56 articlcs was
issucd by thc I I rh Standing Committcc
of rhc Tibet Auronomous Region

Pcoplci Government on 19 Scptember
2006 cntcrcd into forcc. Thc ncw
rcgulation instcad of providing thc
protcction of religious affairs aimcd ar
enforcing compliance with govcrnment
rcgulations and policics on religious
organizations, rcligious personncl, and
rcligious cirizcn. In particular, rhis ncw
rcgulation cmponcrs thc ofiicials wirh
lcgal backing to inrcnsifr rcstrictions and
sub.jcctcd to state conrrol and rcprcssion.

Thc Chincsc authoritics rccognizc that
frecdom of religion rcpresents a basic
hurrfan righr as providcd in consriturion
and in rhc UN Chartcr, Univcrsal
Dcclaration of Human Rights,
International Covcnant on Civil and
Political Rights(ICCPR), Intcrnational
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural fughts(ICESCR) and the Vicnna
Dcclaration and Program ofAction. The
govcrnmcnr's 2004 white papcr on
Rcgional EthnicAutonomy in Tibct states,
"Tibetans fully enjoy the frecdom of
rcligious belief." Howcvcr, the
government mainraincd tight controls on
religious practices and places of worship
in Tibetan arcas. Thus rcsulted in farling
ro respecr righr ro rcligious frccdom in
practice. China mainraincd that frecdom
of religion is prorccted by its
constitutions, in Iegislation and that these
lcgal safeguards are consistent with the
spirit and main provision ofinternarional
agrcemenrs. Howevcr, thc latest official
prohibition particularly for school
children during rhc holy month of Saka
Dawa once again demonstrates that
constiturional, legal and adminisrrarive
provisions operate to rcstrict rather than
protecr and let the peoplc enjoy rcligious
freedom.

TCHRD expresses its deepest conccrn
at the latcst official ordcr prohibiting
srudenrs from participaring in religious
activirics during the Buddhisr holy month
of Saka Dawa. Thc governmenr of the
Peoplei Rcpublic of China is using its
iron fisr policy to control rcligion in
Tibct. Thc PRC should abidc by the rights
guarantecd in constiturion and other
major international covenants and rrearies
which she is pary to. I

New reslrictions
on foreigners
troveling in Tibet
China tightcncd its rcstrictions on the
forcigners travcling in Tibcr following
rhe four Amcrican Free Tibct activists
unfurled a banncr at thc foot of Mount
Evercst Basc Camp on 25 Apil 2007.
Thc activists from US based Studcnts
for a Free Tibct (SFf) unfurlcd a banncr
"Onc world, Onc Drcam, Frcc Tibct
2008", to protcsr against the China's
plans to carry rhc Olympic torch ro thc
summir of thc world's highcst mountain
cn rout€ to rhc opcning of the Games
in Beijing on August 8 ncxr ),car.

An oflicial in the statc-run China
Tiavcl Servicc in Lhasa said that, thc
new rulcs will bc effectivc aftcr thc
wcckJong May Day holiday. "Ve cant
lct foreign rourists just go anyvhcrc by
themsclves," shc said. "ln thc past they
could be lcfr alone to travcl
indepcndenrly as they wantcd for a fcw
days. Now rhis is not allowed any
morc." Thc official also told that,
"Managcmcnt is tightcr bccausc of thc
Amcricans on Everest", rcfcring to the
Evcrest basc Camp Protcst.
The implementation of thc rcsrrictions

marks a significant stcp back towards
rhc carly 1990s, whcn rhc cnrire region
was effecrively closcd off ro foreigncrs,
exccpt for a tiny number of officially
organised rour groups.

Robert Barnert, a Tibct expcrt at
Columbia Univcrsiry said, "lt may sccm
strangc if fivc studcnts r*-ith a camcra
can havc such an impact on Chinese
policy. But, in fact, restrictions have
bccn increasing in Tiber ovcr the last
ycar, wirh inrcnsified campaigns againsr
the Dalai Lama, rencwed bans on
religion for all officials and recently
public warnings about 'Vcstcm hostilc
forccs'. I think that thc isue with thcsc
US students was not so much thar rhcy
stagcd a protcst in Tiber, but that they
staged it in thc middlc of a rchearsal
for the Olympic ceremonics. Thc fcar
of e mbarrassmenr during rhe Olympics
sccms ro bc increasingly a paramounr
conccrn for PRC [Chinac] officials."1
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200 Tibelon Nomqds evicted from rheir I

Chinese outhorities

\5

According to the testimony givcn to thc
Tibctan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy CICHRD) by 24-year-old

Jamyang Chocdar, a nativc of Dhanso
County, Tsolho Tibct Autonomous
Prcfcccurc (TAI), Qinghai Provincc,
morc than 200 Tibcmn nomads wcrc
forcibly evicted from their land in ordcr
to stan mining activitics in thc villagc.
He be'longs to a nomad family.

According to him, 'The natives of
the Dharno Counry arc mostly noma&
and thcir livclihoods arc entirely
dcpcndcnt on animals livestock- In
1998, the Chincsc govcrnmcnt in thc
namc of dcvclopmcnt implementcd a

policy of displacing thc nomads who
arc senlcd in thc rcgion boasting rich
minerals rcsources. Under that policy,
many Tibetan nomads were forcibly
evicted from their native place and
relocated in the areas which arc
infertile, barren and dry."

'Scrthang unit and adjoining areas

covcring morc than rwo kilometcrs in
Dhartso C-ounty boast a huge mincral
dcposit of gold, copper and othcr
mincrals. Vith the srart of mining
acrivities in thc region, thc Chincse
gov€rnment dividcd the 200 nomadic
families'into groups and forced them
to rclocatc in different places. And
morc than 1000 Chinese serlcrs wcrc

rescttlcd near Serthang with the hclp
of mainland Chincse Government. The
main rcason for the rescrilcmcnt of
Chincse scttlcrs ncar Scrthang and
forced- eviction of thc nativcs' nomads
is ro explore and minc thc rich mineral
dcposit prcscnt in the region."

"ln 1999, thc Chincsc govcrnmcnt
started thc actual mining work in
Scmhang rcgion. At that time, 1000
Chinese migrants who were scmlcd ncar

Serthang, [aced the shorragc in
temporary housing. Hencc, additional
r€nrs wcrc pur up to accommodare
Chincrmigrants- Such largc numbcr
of Chincse migrant transfcr in the
region was aimed by thc governmcnt
to cmploy thcm in mining."

'The Chincsc govcrnmcnt confiscatcd
the lands of local Tibctan nomads
comprising morc than forry thousand
Mu (a mcasurc of land eEul to 67 square

mctcrs) atd wcrc givcn to Chincsc
migrant for thcir rcscttlcmcnt and
mining activities. Thc Tibctan nomads
wcrc forccd by thc govcrnmcnt to scll

thcir animal livcstock. Thc Chincsc
govcmmcnt is forcibly rdocati ng Tibctan
noma& and hcrdcrs to urban arcas and
farmland, dcstroying thcir traditional
livelihood and way of lifc. Thcy wcrc
cvcn told by thc officials that, 'nomad

lifc is outdatcd and thcy nccd to movc
in accordancc with timc.' Thc officials
firrthcr cncouragc thc noma& to movc
to urban arcas ro do busincss, which
will fctch morc incomc than living in
rcmotc arqa. Thc ofiicials also tcll that,
'if you rcmain as nomads thcn rhc
vicious circles of suFcringwill ncvcr cnd.
Thc nomadic way of living is inhcrited
from thc old sociery and it is a sign of
6ilurc. Hcncc, rhis typc of living nccds

to bc abandoncd'."
"On rhe wholc, the govcrnmcnt uscd

cvery means and mcasures to cvict rhc
Tibctan nomads from rhe rcgion. Thc
outlook of Scrthang changed drastically
from a calm nomadic placc to busy placc

with many Chincsc migrants end
mining activitics. The numbcr of
Chinesc migrants sctdcd in thc rcgion
gradually incrcascs from 1000 to 7000."

"With thc start of actud mining work,
Tibetan pcoplcs wcrc barrcd from
entering the Scrthang rcgion. Hundrcds
of Chincsc migrants wcrc givcn job at
rhc mining sitc and extractions of
mincrals arc con.inuously going in thc
rcgion. Chincsc migrant workcrs kccp

pouring into thc rcgion cvcryday, in
addition to thc alrcady scttlcd 7000
Chinese. In April 2003, thc mainland
Chincsc govcrnmcnt built hundrcds of
two-storcy buildings in order to
accommodatc Chincsc migrant workcrs

in thc arca. Thc constructions of similar
housing colonics arc continuously going

on wcn today."

ond by

"The Tibctan peoplcs of thc Scrthang
rcgion havc appcalcd thc Township and
Counry lcvcl governmcnt rcspcctivcly on
numcrous occasions against rhe Chincsc
governmcnt policy of forccful rclocation
of thc Tibctans and rc-settlcmcnt of
Chincsc migrant in thc region."

"Thc Chincsc govcrnmcnt cxplains
mining in thc region as to dcvclop' and
'modcrnizc' thc arcas and thc peoplc
living thcrc. Thc loel Tibctans ri,erc told
by thc authorities that,'by appcaling
against the governmcnt, you arc crcating
hurdlcs in thc goYcrnmen r
devclopmcntal plan. Thosc dcfring thc
govcrnmest dircctivcs and ordcrs will
bc punished hcavily'."

'Thc govcrnmcnt furdrer warned rhat,
'Goycrnmcnt policy is for rhc pcoples
and laws wcrc madc to govcrn drc pcoplc.
Hcncc, thosc who opposed or harch a

conspiracy against the dcvclopmental
plan of thc narion will bc punishcd as

pcr law.' Therefore, nativc Tibetan
pcoplcs wcrc left with no altcrnatives,
but to follow thc dircctives of thc
Ch ine sc govcrnmcnt ordcrs and
policics."
"Sincc the bcginning of mining

activitics in Scrthang, the environment
has takcn a grcat toll. Thc grecncry -
trees and plants in Serthang arc
deplcting cvcry year. Morcover, due to
cxcessivc usc of cxplosive during the
mining, thc carlicr grccnish rcgions
werc now turncd into grayish barrcn
ground. Thc soils havc lost its fertiliry
and no grasscs wcrc ablc to grow thcrc."

"Thcrc arc numcrous instanccs of
dcarh of animals duc to thc poisoning
of watcr and grass by rhc cxplosivc
matcrials used ar mining sires. During
the rainy season, thc cxplosiver used ar

thc mincs gct wash down to rcsidcntial
arcas which contaminatc rhc drinking
watcr rcsulting in strange kind of
discascs to rhc animals. The pcoplc in
thc region wcrc always under thc fcar
and anxicty that, thcy might also hit by
such dangcrous discascs in future." a
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Lock of opportunity in educqtion drives Tibeton
into exile

Every ycar thousands of Tibctans comc
into exile in search of a bctrcr lifc and
freedom which is denicd in thcir own
land. Of these escapces, majoriry ofrhcm
constitutc of Childrcn, whose sole
purpose of coming into cxilc is to seck

bcttcr education in cxilc which is not
possible in Tibct. According to thc figure
available with Dharamsala bascd Tibetan
Rcccption Ccnrrc, a toral of 2445
Tibctans werc rcgistered as refugce in
India in 2006 alonc. Majoriry of rhcsc

ncw escapees are children bclow rhc agc

of cigh teen.

According ro a rccord availablc wirh
the Tibetan Reception Ccntre,
Dharamsala, thcy rcccivcd a r'fir'o Broups
each comprising 40 rccently arrivcd
Tibetans from Dclhi based Tibctan
Reception Cenrre on 23 and 27 March
2007 respcctively. Our of which 37 of
them were l8 or below, 29 werc berwccn
19 ro 25 ycar old and l0 wcre betwccn
thc age of 26 rc 30. From the groups
only 4 pcoplct wcrc abovc rhc agc of
30. From thc abovc 80 reccnr cscapces,

5l came inro cxilc to scek cducarion in
cxile schools whilc 23 came inro cxile
for monasric cducation. Only 6 pcople
came inro cxilc for pilgrimage to holy
buddhist sitcs and of thcm, 4 wcre abovc
30 years old.

If the cducation opportuniries did
aist in Tibct, thcn thesc rcfugees would
not havc madc thc trcachcrous and
perilous .journcy inro India. Thcy would
not havc undertakcn the risk offrosrbire,
starvation, death and loss, arrest and
maltreatmcnr by border securiry
ofiicials.

ln Scptember 2006,75 Tibctan
rcfugecs crosscd the glaciatcd Nangpa Ia
pass to scek asylum in India. However,
thc Chincsc Peoplc's Armcd Policc (PAP)

opened firc on thc unarmcd group
without any warning on 30 Scptembcr
2006. This resulrcd in the death of ar
lcast rwo Tibetans, including 17-year-old
Kalsang Norrso. 4l of thcm wcrc
children below l8 years ofage, who wcre
sent by rhcir parenr for berter cducation
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oPPOrtunrtrcs ln
monastcries run

schools and
by thc Tibctan

govcrnment in exilc.
It can be construed from thc above

facrs and figurcs that thc majority o[
escapces arc childrcn, who camc into
cxilc solcly to scck bcttcr cducation
opportunitics that arc unavailablc in
thcir nativc country.

Thc Tibctan Ccntre for Human
Rights and Dcmocracy (TCHRD)
rccenr inrervicw with l8 ycar old
Dorjec, a tcachcr from Tisolung villagc,
Ngari Prefecture, "Tibct Autooomous
Rcgion" ("TAR") highlightcd thc
currcnt statc of educarion in Tibct and
why Tibctan childrcn comc into enilc.
After rcaching the Tibcran Rcccprion
Centrc, Kathmandu, Ncpal on 27 April
2007, Dorjcc restificd with TCHRD
abour his lifc and cducation in Tibcr.

"Our family consists of I I mcmbcrs.
I am thc youngcst of thc four brothers.
My thrcc cldcrs brothcrs wcrc marricd
and cach havc 2 or 3 childrcns from
thcir wedlock. I am the only educatcd
onc in my hmily. Thc rcst of thc family
mcmbcrs were cngaged in farming.
Our family owncd an arablc land of 30
Mr (Mu b a mcasurc of hnd cqual to 67
rqt4rc m.tcrt) and croppcd barley,
whcar, pcas and potatocs. Vc also had
fcw goats which wcrc takcn carc of at
home.'We wcrc ablc to gct a little moncy
by sclling wool. But our family's main
sourcc of incomc is agriculrurc farming.
Therc is no altcrnatiyc source on which
our family can dcpcnd on."

"Both of my pa-rcnts arc in their latc
60s, while my thrcc cldcr brothers work
on thc farm during autumn and work
as labourcrs ar consrrucrion sircs during
wintq in towns and citics. Our family
has ro rcly completely on rhcir hard
labour. All my schools fces wcrc also
paid from thcir carnings."

"l joincd rhc clemcntary school in
Counry. at rhe agc of l0 and finishcd
my 6th standard. No fces wcrc chargcd
by the local Chinesc governmcnt for
elementary educarion. Howcvcr, in

middlc school, thc school authoritics
charged 600 Chincsc Yuan pcr scmestcr,

which includcd thc cost of books aod
school uniform. !7e had to attcod rwo
scmcstcrs pcr ycar, which mcant I had
to pay 1200 Chincsc Yuan pcr ycar in
school fccs. Sincc my school w-as locatcd
quitc 6r from my homc, I stayed in thc
school hostcl. Hcncc, I had to pay 150

Chincsc Yuan pcr ycar in hostel fccs in
addition to thc school fccs."

"Our school had around 800 srudcns
with 30 tcachers. Thc major subjccts
taught in rhc school wcrc Chincsc,
Tibetan, English, Mathemarics,
Gcography, Physics, Chcmistry Gencral
Scicncc, Politicd Scicnce and Physical

cducation. Howcvcr, thc Chincsc
languagc is givcn morc importancc by
conducting rcaching extcnsivcly in
Chincsc, whilc Tibctan was considcrcd
a sccondary languagc. Morcoycr, thc
teachcrs tcll thc studcnr that, 'without
the propcr knowlcdgc of Chincse
languagc, onc will find difficultics in
finding a job in futurc, hcncc onc has

to bc proficicnr in thc Chincsc
languagc.' Thcy also say that, 'Tibctan
bcing a sccondary languagc, it is not of
rhat much usc in rhc futurc, hcncc it
wont mattcr if you dont study Tibctan
scriously,'Thc school aurhoriries also cur
thc tcaching scssion ofTibctan languagc
down to rhrice a wcck. Thc rcmaining
scssions wcrc allotrcd for teaching
Chincsc languagc and othcr subjccts."

"Aftcr complcring my rhrcc ycars in
middlc school on I July 2003, I joincd
high school at the samc school. Thc fccs
for high school arc much more than thc
middlc rchool. Thc fces arc as high as

1900 Chincsc Yuan per scmester and
3800 Yuan for one ycar."

"l completcd my first ycar of high
school education on l5 July 2004,
howcver my parcnrs wirhdrew mc from
rhc school. I was florccd to discontinuc
my education, as my parcnts could not
afford rhe cxorbitant fces chargcd by rhc
schools' authoritics. I was unable ro
continuc my cducation for my Znd and
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3rd ycars duc ro ororbitant school fccs,

Bcing onc of thc intclligcnt studens in
my dass and posscssing good knowlcdgc
of Tibctan, Chincsc and Math, I casily
got a job as a sma-ll children! tcachcr in
thc primary school in my villagc, through
thc hclp of onc primary school tcachcr
in Docpc Township."

"I staycd therc for rwo ycars teaching
Tibcran, Chincsc aad Math to morc than

30 studcnrc. I was paid a mcagrc salary

of 175 Yuan pcr month by thc local
Chincsc govcmmcnt. Thc conditions of
thc school wcrc highly pathctic. The class

rooms wcrc a.ll in a dilapidated statc. Thc
chairs, dcsla and thc black-boards wcrc
all brokcn and out ofordcr. Even the staff
quartcrs wcre all torn out, with cracks

on thc roof and wall."
"Thc Chincsc govcromcnt was only

intercstcd in thc devclopmcnt of rhc
rcgions which havc natural rcsourccs. If
thcy find that rcgion has some natural
resourccs, thcy will start a minor
dcvclopment program likc road
construcaion ctc. Thc Ch inesc
govcrnmcot has ncvcr madc any
dwclopmcnt in my villagc, as thc rcgion
was rcmorcly situatcd with no natural
rcsourccs. For cxample, thcrc was no
clcctriciry in my villagc and the residcnts

had to rcly solcly on solar encrgy for thc
Iight. Somc families had no moncy to
procure solar cncrgy, so thcy were
compclled to livc wirhour lighr."

"Most of thc lands in my village wcre
not fertile and barrcn, The residenm 6ccd
lots of hardship in mccting thcir daily
livelihood. It is also rare to find educated

pcoplcs in my villagc. Duc to lack of
narural rcsourccs in my'villagc, the
Chincsc govcrnment ncvc! made any
dcvclopmcnts until datc. The pcoplcs in
my villagc arc er<periencing an awful statc

of living conditions. Due to poor living
standards in my village and lack of
opportuniry in cducarion, I came into
exile to scck a bcttcr cducation. I am fully
committed in completing my educarion

and afterward, I will rcturn to my native

village. I will work thre as a teacher and

will impan the knowledge I have gaiocd

from here to my fcllow countrymcn over

thcre." t

Dungkyob Monostery Abbot forced to
step down

According to Radio Frec Asia (RFA), a

7O-ycar-old Khcnpo Tiranor, thc head of
Dungkyab Monaste ry, Gadc Counry
Golog Tibctan Autonomous Prcfecture
(TAP), Qinghai Provincc, was rcccntly
forccd by rcligious affairs dcpartmcnt
to stcp down aftcr his refusal ro sign

documents condemning thc Dalai lama
during onc of thc patrioric rc-cducation
campaign in the monastcry.

"l spokc out loudly and refused to
sign. I declared that I will not sign wcn
at the cost my life, or risk of imprison-
mcnt, [or] dcath in a courr," Khenpo
Tsanor told RFA's Tibctan servicc. He
also addcd that, hc officially stcppcd
down in mid-May.

"l saw thc government documents...
It was writtcn that thc Dalai Lama
should bc thoroughly criticizcd and his

splittist bchavior should bc con-
demned," he said.

"l had no intention to sign. I knew
very well that all who do not sign havc

to facc trial in a Chinese court. They
evcn thrcatcned that thc monasrery
would be shut down if wc did not sign

documcnts", he said,
'Some counry ofticials came to the

monastery [and] asked mc whcthcr I will
agrce ro stcp down from the posirion
of chief abbor," he said. "l agreed sincc

I didnt have the option of not accept-

ing it. "
"lt is so difiicult for me ro sit in such

painful mcetings," hc said, refcrring to
mandarory sessions with officials aim-
ing to quash support for theTibctan cx-

ile lcadcr, thc Dalai tama.
Howcver, the ofticids at thc Gadc

rcligious affairs dcpartmcnt dcclined to
commcnt on thc incidcnt on scvcral

occasions. But another Gade Counry
official, who asked not to be idcnti-
ficd, confirmed Khcnpo Tsanor's ac-
count.

Thc ofticial also said that, county au-

thoritics wcrc in thc proccss of stcp-
ping up thcir patriotic re-education
campaign and aiming to make
Dungkyab a "modcl" monastcry com-
prising only monks loyal to Chioa.

"Peoplc arc saying that thc Dungkyab
monks have refused to endorse the
documents of the patriotic re-cduca-
tion campaign. This ycar I think thc
issue was discusscd and it was decided

ro tcrminare his position," the counry
official said.

"lr is wcll kno'i.n that all monastcr-
ies under China must bc converred into
'model monastcries,'" which comply
with governmcnt directivcs, the offi-
cial said. "From thc govcrnmcntt pcr-
spective, many monastcrics must bc
cvaluated and brought into compliaocc,
although I dont know all the details."
Dungkyab Monastcry somc 12 milcs
(20 kms) from the Gadc Counry scat,

was established by thc rcnowned Bud-
dh ist tcachcr Kyabjc Vangchen
Khenrab Dorje in 1837. Ir currently
houscs morc than 200 monla, in ad-

dition to another 130 monks rccruited
by the Chincsc authorities, according
to local sources.
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Chinese kadership
attacks Dalai Lama and
vows to tighten control
over Tibet

According to Reuters, the worldt largest

ioternational multimedia news agency, the
top Chinese leadership in Tibet conrinues
with rheir rhetoric's againsrTibett spirirual
leader fie Dalai Lama. The news agency
reponed rhat, "in a speech to about 600 party
memben in regiond capitd Lhasa on l8 May,
Zhang Qingli, Tibett Communist Party
secretary, daimed a transitiond victory' over
the influence ofTibet's odled spirinul leader,

the Ddei lama.
"Ve must have a more vigorous will to

fight, a more rcnac'ious style and do a more
solid job ofunitingand leading the regiont
rzrious ethnic groups and rhrowing ourselves

into the strugle aginsr splinism, " the ofrcial
Tibet Daily on Monday quoted Zhang as

saying. In his address he said "From
beginning ro end... we musr deepen patrioric
education at temples, comprehensively
expose and denounce the Dalai Iama cliquet
political reacrionary nature and religious
hypocrisy,"

Zhang Qingli, a strong ally of Presidenc
Hu Jianto has been appointed as pary
secrerary in "Tibet Autonomous Region"

.("TAR") since February 2007. After his
takeover as a "TAR"parry secretary the
patriotic education campaign in the
monasteries and anti Dalai Lama campaign

gready inrensified in Tiba. !

Two foreign rePorters
w.uned by China for their
writing on Tibet

Chini summoncd rwo foreign reponers for
their trip to'Iibet in April 2007 and for their
wriring on Tibet. Harald Maass, China
correspondent of thc German daily
Franfrrrter Rundschau, and Tim Jotmson,
the China correspondcnt of thc US
newspaper chain McClatchy, wcre
summoned scper:tely on I 5 May by Zhang
Lizhong, a division director at thc foreign
ministry! information depanmcnt for
questioning.

Zhang warncd Maass that his reporting
fiom Tibct was a "misuke" and rhat dris was
a serious mattcr. Acclsing Mass of disroning
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the facts and violating journalistic
standards, he rsked him to "correct his
mistakes."

Zhang also told Maass thar he had the
right to travel to Tibet under the new rulcs
for the foreign press, but he still needed to
obrain an authorisation from the
representatives ofthc ministry (Wciban) in
Lhasa.

Zhang told Johnrcn that pars of his
artides were "Frlse" and "unaccepable." And
according toJohnson, Zhangsaid the new
regulations do not apply to reporting flrom

Tibet. !7hen Maass and Johnson arrived in
Lhasa, they found themselves bcing
followed and harasscd by Chinese plain-
clothes policemcn. Tibetans they ralked to
were fined. And the police prcvented Maass
from travelling ro rhe city ofShigatse.

On 25 May 2007, Paris based media
watchdog, Reporters rVithout Borders
(RSD nised serious onem over dre Chinese
Foreign Ministry acion against two western
rePofters.

The press freedom organisation said "The
Beijing games orgraising committee has jusr

published a very detailed report abour all
the benefits thar foreign journalists will
enjoy, so ir is shocking to see foreign
correspondents being hanssed while out
reponing and then lectured to when they
write stories thar displease rhe authorities,".

Reporte rs Withour Borlers further urged
Liu Qi, the head ofthe Bcijing Organising
Committee for the Games, ro come our
publicly in favour of journalists being
allowcd ro rravel to Tiber and Xinjang
without hindcrance and for this sort of
haraasment to stop. !

French Parliamentarians
presented declaration on
Tibet

On I I May 2007, Mr Lodi Cyari, Special
Envoy of the Dalai lzma during h is meering
with Mr Lionnel Luca, President of the
'riTorking Croup on Tibct at the French
National Assemblyin Paris was presented a

declaration of dre French Parliamenrarians
urging People's Republic of China's
govcrnment ro continue the dialogue with
envop of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in
onder to resolve the Tibet issue.
Thc declaration was signcd by l7l MPs

fiom the lowcr House and 74 senarors from
the Uppcr House ofthe Frcoch Parliament.
I

37
Chinawalked out on
'EU-China enperts'
Seminar on Human
Rights

In a key development ro'EU-China expers'
Se minar on Human Righs fiom t 0- I I May,

China w'rlked our ofseminar in prorest against

the inclusion o[[nternationa.l Fedcration for
Human Righrs (FIDH) and International
Tiade Union Confedcration (ITUC). FIDH
and ITUC report thar, "Chinat Foreign
Affairs Ministryt Depury Dircctor-Ccneral
for International Organisarioos, Dr. Shcn
Yongxiang, lasr Thursday ordered his enrire
delegation to leave the conference hall where

the meeting was about to start, in protest ar
rhe EUt German Presidencyt refusal to
exclude two independent civil society
organisations invited ro take part as expens in
rhe Seminar". The meeting was to issue

recommendations on the right to a fair trial
and on labour righr, ahead of the official
EU-China Human fugha Dialogue.

k further stares that Chinat attitude runs
counter ro a keyprinciple ofrhe EU's human
righa dialogues, which is t-he dcmonstration
by the concerned country ofts commitment
to engage positively in the dialogue and
improve is human righa situation. The ITUC
and FIDH norconsider rhar Chinat decision
co w'alk out ofthe Seminar, calls for a riorough
assessment by the EU and its Member States
on the usefulnqss ofmaintaining the Human
fughts Dialogue wirh China. !

German's Parliaments
adopts resolution on Tibet

The Bundesrag, Germany's Parliament, has
adopted a uaanimous resolution on 26 April
2007, condemning in the strongest terms rhc
"rhc ryxem of l-aogai camps in China" and
pracdcshke the' rc-c&tcatioa tlrougb lzboui
system (RTL) used by the regime.The
Bundestag resolution on China, initiated by
all major political panies, which passcd
through the Foreign Affain Commiace, also
cites Tibetans, Mongols, Uyghurs and
members of religions minorities amongst the
victims of the RTL sptem.

The rysrem is a form of adminisrrarive
derention imposed without chargc, trial or
.judicial review. f
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Assistant Director
spoke on Panchen
Lama issue

Mr. Jampa Monlam, Assistant Dirmor gave

a talk to a large Public gathering on l7 May
2007 in Tsuglagkhang, Mcleod Ganj,
Dharamda. The event was joindy organ ised

by Regiond Tibetan Women's Associarion
(RT\fA) and Regional Tibetan Youth
C-ongress (RTYC) to commemorare (he I 2th
anniversary ofyoung Palchen Lama arrest

and disappearalce.

Mr Monlam gave a detail account of the
young Panchen Lama and his parent arrest

by the Chinese government after he was

recognised by His Holiness tlre Dalai Lama

as rhe reincarnation of Xth Panchen Lama.

The young Panchcn Lama and his family
disappeared three days after the formal
announcement by the Dalai Lama.

He also briefed the Publicabout, the arrest

ofChadrcl funpoche, the hcad ofthe China's

search Committee for the Xth Panchen

Lamai reincarnation. Chadrel Rinpochewas

later sentenced ro six year prison term on 22
April 1997 by Beijing authorities on charges

of"plottingto split the country and "leaking

state secrets" over thc issue of Panchen

reincarnation,

Mr Jampa raiscd serious concern about dre

well beingoftheyoung Panchen Lama and

China's unresponsive gesture oyer the
whcreabous oFXth Panchen and his parent.

Mr Monlam also fielded the questions

posed by the publicon the issue ofPanchen

Lama rnd human righrs siruation inTibet.

!

Executive Director
addressed the
candlelight vigil
Mr. Urgen Tenzin, Executive Dircctor was

invired bytheTibctan'Women Association
(TWA) to addressed the public on the
.^reningof 17 Ma'! 2007 during rhe candle
lights vigil organised by TWA at the
Tsuglagkhang, Mcleod Canj.

Mr Urgcn spoke in lengrh abour rhe rragic

fate met by the young Panchen Lama and
his frmily. He also spoke on the need to rrork
collectively for the early release of Paochen

Lama Cendun Choelqi Nyima. I

TCHRD attends
VthTSG Conference

Mr. TiseringAgloe, Researcher, participated
in the frfth Internarional Conference ofTibet
Suppon Croup (TSC) in Brussels, Belgium
from I I to 14 Mty 20O7.

Over 315 participants flrom 56 counrries
a-nd six contincnts gathered in Brussels to
raise theirvoice and acrioo forTibet. They
pledged to increase their efforcs in supporr
of Tibet aod call on rhe internarional
community, including govern ments, elcc-tcd

reprcenratives of re people and civil socicry

leaders as well as all freedom-loving

individuals throughour rheworld to support
His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The participanrs were inspired by rhe

unwavering loyalty ofTibetans in Tibet to
the Dalai Lama and in safeguarding their
culture and identity. The conference
participanrs pledged to continue their
unceasing efforts ro achieve a political
resolution to rhe question of Tiber in
accordance with the wishes of the Tibetan
people in determining their future.

Srrategies and acdvities were proposed and

discussed by the conference parricipants to
support the Tibetan srruggles. The conference
agtee to focus the acention ofi-iber Supporr
Croups on a number of areas of major
imporrance. An immediare area of focus is

tle campaigns designed to focus attention
on Tiber in relarion to the 2008 Beiling
Olympic Games, campaigns in which all'liber
Support Groups will en th us iastica ll y
participate.

The conference also focus on other key
areas ofconcerns suclr as Olympic campaign,

political support for negotiations, ourreach
ro Chinese people, freedom ofexpression.
water tesources, compliance with
international human righrs standards and

finally on the issue of China popularion
transfer into Tibet.' 

The conference did send a strong message

to rhe Chinese governmenr. The Dalai lama's
absence stirred lot of media coverage and

debate within in Belgium government. I

ilr. Tsering voting Ior a action plan.
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Tibshn Ceflfe for Human Rights and Democracy

Top Floor, Na$ang Building
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It you would like to subscribe to TCHRD's monthly Human Rights update or to
order one ot our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e.meil) to our office.
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Translation) ( 1998).De moc.acy An Edocatio, Aooklel (1998). Fearless Voic€s:
Accounts of Tibetdn Formq Political Prisoners (1998).Human Rights:An
Education Booklel (1998).,4 Guide to Human Rights (1999).4 gulde to
Oemocracy (1999).Tales ol Tenot:Totture in Tibet (1999).Briefrng papet lor
tnvellers lo Tiboa (1999) .Torturs and lll-Treatmenl in Tibet (2000). Racial
Discrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:ChrhaS rawed economic
policy (20OOl, Destruction ot Sefthdr htsitule : A Spocial Repod (2002)
DBpossessed: Lad a nd Housing Rights in Tibea (2002 ) . Slrike ha rd Cam paign:
China's cnckdown on politbal dissidence (200it) . Stats of educalion in
fibet: A human ights perspectve (2O0/-l . Kuxing: Tonure in Tibet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) ' lntemational Bill of Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRO l996-2006: A Oecade of Human Rights Research . Railway and China's
Development Strategy in Tibet: A Tale ol Two Economies . Prisonerg of llbet .
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Job k+,/a u;41' T?HRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a difference. Your

support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignig,

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

You boneliis and rcsponsibilities

v You'll receive free ofcostour Human Rights updale

, Allour publicatons will be sent lor free upon reqUest

v You'llreceive a membership card
, You can join ourcampaigns
v Anflual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members within lndia

US$ 20/- lor student members outside lndia

US$ 401 Iornon-student members outside lndia

Please +mail us at dsa/a@tct d. org or $rrite to us on
our postal address for fu rtpr information.

Funded by Heinrich B0[ Foundatim

The llbetan CentretorHuman Rights and Democracy OCHRD) is an inde[Endent
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
for Tibet. lt atlempts to educaie Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with olherhuman rights anddemocracy groups as part ofa worldwide movement
towards these ends. TCHRO is registered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Act 21 of 1860 in 1996.
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Colossoi Guru Rinpoche's stqtue de-
molished in Tibet: Chino's new reli-
gious offoirs regulotions for UTAR"

entered into force

Grond Celebrotion of incense burning rituols in Tibet

TheTibetan Centre for Human Rights arrd

Democracy (TCHRD) received confirmed
information &om reliable sources that, in mid

May 2007 Chinese People's Armed Police

(PA?) demolished a colossal srarue ofGuru
Padmasambava popularly known as Curu

funpoche ofthe Samye Monastcry and that

rubble from the staruei destrucrion is being

rransponed to unknown location according

to reports emanating from the area.

Coincidingwith the Buddhist holy month

ofsaka Dawa, a conroy ofChince PAP came

to the Samye Monastery, Dranang Counry

Lhoka Prefmure,'llber Auronomous Region

'TAR' and forcibly demolished a nearly

completed huge gold and copper plated

starue ofCuru Padmasambhava. The statue

was constructed wirh the fund of about

800,000 Chinet€ Yuan generously donated

by rwo Chinese devotees from rhe highly

industrializtJ Mainland ciry of Cuangzhou

in Guangdong Province.The sponsors and

Tibetan Centre for Humao fughts and

Democracy (TCHRD) receivcd confirm

information from a reliable source that, a

grand celebration ofincense burning ritud
was hcld on l9 June 2007 by the people in

Tibet to mark the birth anniversary of His

Holincss the Dalai Lama as per theTibetan

luner calendar which falls on the 6fth day of
rhe fifth Tibetan month. In the early

morning, Tibetan people assembled at

Bharkor-area in t hasa and celebrated rhe day

with grand incense burning ritual A green

prayer flag suiting His Holiness horoscope

*.." r1.o hoi.t.d 
"nd 

rhe smokes fiom the

burning incense filled the air'

Tie vcllcd h0.d ot the St.t!! ol Guru
Ptdmatrmbh.y! undor conrtluctlon ln Samye

Xon.ttery prlor to it3 domolltion by PAP. The
photo wa! t!I!n in Jlnulry by unlnowr pcEon.

OIC,,RD

the local people were reportedly highly
disappoiored and saddened bY this

unthinkableact of demolishing a structure

ofsuch religious imponance.

Samye Monastery is located ar rhe bank

ofYarlungTiungr River at Dranang County

in Lhoka Prefecrure "TAR" and is believed to

be the firstTibetan monasrery ever built in

Tibet in the year 779 under the able

Contlnur lt ne Page

People from the Lhasa vicinity counry,

Nagchu, northern Nyenchen Thangla,

Kandze, Pelbar, Chamdo, DergeJoda, Tawu,

Gyalthang, Keygudo, Golog, Ngba' ladang

and Bayen also celebrated rhe occasion in

fieir regions by burning incense and h6isting

prayer flags. Al most entire Tibetan poprllace

irom rhree prouinces in uniry wenr for rhe

rraditional way of burning incense and

hoisted prayer flags, and showed a sense o[
happiness and sadshcrion.

ln the morning o[ l9 June ar around 4 30

a.m, people from all walks oflife in various

age gioups in theirelaborate tradiriona.l dress

r}rronged the Bharkor for the incense burning

Contlouc rt Ptge 5

GOl{Tll{T
-Colossal Guru RinPoche's slatue
demolished in Tibet: China's new religious
affairs regulations for -fAR" entered into
lorce (p9 1)
-Grand Celeblation of incense burning
ituals in Tibet (pg l)
-A farmer released afler serving 15 years
in Prison (pg 3)
-Tibetans clash with Chinese overmining
aclivities (pg 3)
-TCHRD commemorates the UN
lnlernalional Day in Support of Victims
of Torture (pg 4)
-The lmpoverishment of Tibetan Nomads
(ps s)
-China intensified its crackdown in Tibet
atter journalists' visil (Pg 6)
-Tibetan teens lorciblY taken lor
propaganda indoctrination (Pg 6)

-A oroup of lnternalional associalion
made demands belore the 2008 Olympic
(p9 6)
-Historic Resolution on Tibet passed in
Mongolia (pg 6)

TCHRD ACTIVITIES BULLETIN
-TCHRD talk sedes (Pg 7)
-TCHRD attends fifth session of the UN

Human Rights Council(Pg 7)
-TCHRD recruits new staff (Pg 7)

-Two TCHRD stafi resign (Pg 7)

Jokhang in Barkhor
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supervision of Tiberan King Trisong
Detsen. It was rhcn haoded over ro the
fiamous Buddhisr master Padmasambhava
cootinued the construction of the
monasrery

In order ro cover up rhe informarion
:rom being lcaked outside, rhe Chince PAP
accordingly quickly barred pilgrims.
dcvorees and foreign tourisrs from visiring
Samye Monasrery. A huge nerwork of
Chinese PAP were deployed around rhe
monastery area. Few local Tibetan devotees

after questioning the monks of rhe
monastery about the demolition did not
dare ro discJose any informarion. On being
asked, the monasrery officials told the
devotees that rhc starue was demolished
because a new religious srructur€ qrnnot
bc builtwithour ofiicial consent- One local
Tiberan rold TCHRD rhar, 'l-ibetans in
Lhoka, panicularly in Dranang Counry did
not dare ro challenge the officials openly
but deep inside rheir hcan, people fear and
worry thar the demolition of Guru
funpoche's starue and rransportation ofits
rubble bear a resemblance to the dark era
of rhe Culrural Revolution-"

On I January 2007, a new "Measures

for the 'ReguJation on Rcligious Affairs'"
with 56 articles, issued by the llth
Sanding C-ommittee of the 'TAR" Peoplet
Covernment on l9 Seprember 2006,
enlered inro force. This new regularion.
instead of providing rhe prorectioo of
religious affairs, aimed ar enforcing
compliance wirh governmenr regularions
and policies on religious organizations,
religious personnel, and religious citrzens.
ln parricular, this new regularion empowers
the ofticialswith legal backing to intensifr
restrictions and subjecled to srate control
and repression.

Article l3 ofthe new "Measures for the
Regularion on ReligiousA$airs", states that,
'Religious organizations or venues for
religious acrivities that plan to build a
religious srrucrure such as an open-air
religious statue, stupa, or Mani Lhakhang
[Prayer (wheel) Temple] ourside a venue
for religious acriviries petirion rhe
Auronomous Region's governmenr religious
afliirs deparrmenr for cxamination-and
approval after receiving consent from the
prefectural (ciry) administrative office
(peoplet government) religious affairs
departmenr where the venue is locard. The

auronomous region's peoplet governmcnt
religious affairs departmcnt shall put fonh its

decision on whether to grant approval within
30 days ofreceiving it.

Religious organizatioos and venues for
rgligious activities thar plan to build a large-
scale, open-aL religiouss(arue oumide a vertue
for ,'eligious activiries handle Ithe marter] in
acccrdance with the provisions in the Stare

Council "Regulation on ReligiousA-ffairs." No
group or individual outsidc of religious
organizarions and venues for religious acriviries
may build religious structures such as a Iarge-
scale open-air religious sratue or mani lhakhang

[prayer (wheel) rcmple]"
As a reinforcement, Article 48 states that,

'ri7here, in violacion ofprovisions in Article
l3 ofthese measures, a religious strucmre such
as an outdoor religious srarue, srupa, or mani
lhakhang [prayer (wheel) remple] is builr
withour aurhorization outside ofa venue for
religious activiry, rhe people's governmenr
religious affairs depanmenr ar rhe countylwel
or above orders redress, suspension of
consuuaioo, and demolirion wirhin a specified
cime limit, in accordance with relevanr laws
and regulations."
TCHRD believes rhat this larest incident oI

demolishing Guru Padmasambhava's surue in
*re Samye Monastery not only highlights new
measures being announced bur also being
forcibly implemenred rhere by violating the
firndamental human righrs ofTibaan pmplet
righr ro religious fieedom. TCHRD fears that
the same mea.sure will be undertaken across
religious insritr-rrions in Tiber in rhe coming
days.

Severe rertricrions on political and religious
activities are aurhorized at the highest levels.
The larest measures signal that a prospect flor
more religious Iieedom as gallandy pronounced
in the Chinese constirurion is bleak,
considering Chinas record wirh respect ro rhe
religious freedom. Vhile China! constiturion
provides irs citizens with rhe "freedom of
religious belief," it does not protecr the right
to manifesr religious beliefs, highlighdng rhe
imporunce for China to rati! rhe lntemational
Covenanr on Civil and political Rights
(ICCPR), which conrains explicit provisions
on rhe right ro freedom ofthought, conscience
and religions and which she signed on 5
October 1998-

As China contin ues to rcach out to the world,
beefing up scores ofpolidcal conacs, emelging
as an acrive player in the internationd arena,
preparing ro showcase hcr snength by hosting
\rrymprc games nexr ycar, expanding her

influence and refining it diplomacy to
become one ofworldi great powers, the fiee

world musr remind itself that it has a

responsibility to ensure rhar China respecs
human righs ofis ovn people, theTibetans

and others wirhin irs rerritory. I

Samye lllonastery, Dranang County, Lhoka
Preteclure, -Tibet Autonomous Region" ("TAR")
The monastery was believed lo be the oldest
Buddhist monastery in Tibet.

Ths gold and copper pl.tsd statue of Guru
Padm.3.mbhav. at Samye mon.rtery u.der
construction. The photo was tat.n i0 January
by.n untnown person. OTCHRD

Under conslructior site ot the Guru
Padmas.mbhava statu€ .l S.my€ f,onastery
brloro it3 demolition in fay. Ths photo w.t
talon in JaIuary by !n urknown Darson.
@TCHRD

Zun! (inner rclics)
Rinpochg's statue.

being prepared for the Guru
The photo w.s taken in Janu.
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A former releosed ofter serving l5 yeors in Prison
\3

TheTibetan Centre for Human Righrs and

Democracy (TCHRD) received confi rmed
information from reliable sources thar a

farmer Lhundup; a former farmer,
imprisoned at Chusul Prison was released

from rhe Chinese prison afrer complering
his l5 years prison term on 29June 2007.

Lhundup who hailed from Dashang
'Iinvnship, Gyema Counry, Mel&ogungkar
is a humble farmer. He is now 38 years old.
He was arrested along with four other
farmers Thupren Yeshi, Sonam funchen,
Kunchok lodoe and Sonam Doriee.

On 30 June 1992, a large assembly of
around 1200 people including prominent
leaders of Gyama Township and Counry
were gathered for a meetiog. During the
meeting, rhe lour fumers, Lhundup, Sonam

Rinchen, Konchok Lodoe and Sonam
Dorjee, suddenly came forward wirh a huge

Tiberan National Flag and stormed rhe stage

while the meetingwas in progress. On rhe

srage they shoured slogans such as "Free

Tibei', "Chinese Leave Tibct" and "Long

Live His Iioliness rhe Dalai Larna".

Their prorest creared disruption and chaos

amongst rhe crowds and the meeting was

unable to conrinue. After fifteen minuces
ofprotest, rtre police r:ame to the sc€ne and
immediately arrested them. Later during the
inrerrogarions, drey were subjected to severe

torture and beatings.
'When polices asked them about the

reasons for rheir protest, rhey replied in

unison rhat,'ihe Chinese government is
forcing the Tibeun Ermers to buy ferrilizers

at an exorbitant price which resulted in
purting tremendous burden oo the
livelihood o[Tiberan farmers."

They alrc cired that, "the implemenration

of birth conrrol measures and forced
sterilizarion of women, huge influx of
Chinese settlers into Tiber and Tibetan
people fasr loosing hold of their iobs and

employment prospects" as orher reasons for
rie protest.

In addirion to that the Tibetar people

were subjected to bully and their market

areas were forcibly taken away. The
implementation of unfair polices by rhe

Chinese government and Tibetan people

unable to determine their own affairs and

opportunities as prime reasons for their

Protqst.

Their bold reply angered the Chinese
polices calling them as "seprraGf and landed
flurry o[inhumane and scvere beatings on
rhem with eleccric prods arrd batons on the
sceneoIatrest.

On the same day, they were then taken to
C ursa Prison,located east oflhasa ciryand
imprisoned them in separate cells. In Gutsa
Prison they were again subjected to
numerous torture s€ssiotrs.

l.arer on 4 July 1992, four days after the
protest, Thupten Yeshi, a hrmer ftom Gyama

Counrywas also arrested on chargesofbeing
the prime plocter aswellas rhe'ring leader'

ofthe group. He was then taken ro Gutsa

Prison and received similar tomrre serrions.

After period ofthorough interrogations and

rortures in Gutsa prison, the Lhasa People's

Intermediate Court on 18 October 1992

convicted all 6ve of them of offenses ranging
fiom "counter revolutionary plor', "inciting
reactionary propagandas". Thupten Yeshi,

Lhundup and Sonam Rinchen were
senrenced to l5 years ofimprisonmenr and

Sonam Dorjee and Konchok were sentenced

to I 3 years o f imprison men t.

On 20 November I 992, they were shifted
to Drapchi Prison. Immediately after their
arrival in Drapchi,Thupren Yeshi was put in
a solitary confi nement cell.

In back drop of inhumaoe and severe

bearings and tortures inflictcd to five ofthem,
farmer Konchok Lodoe became very weak

and ill. In order not to bear for his medical

expenses, he was relcased from prison and

made his relarives to take care of his well-
bcing and health. On ll March 1994, it
was announced through out Tibet thar he

was relcased on a medical perole and currcndy
he is in a state ofpoor hea.kh.

Likcwise, his mate Sonam Rinchent health

dereriorated in prison due to beatings and

rorrure he was subjeoed to, In course o[ttmc,
his healrh worsened alarmingly and on 23

Seprcmber t999, he died in rhe prison due

to lack ofrimely treatment and medicarion.

Sonam Dorjee also received inhumane

toiture and bearings io the prison and was

reporred to have lainred numerous times

during the torture sessions. Due ro his poor

ssre ofhealth, he too was released on medical

parole on 22 November 1998. However, on
2l November 2000 Sonam Doriec was again

arrested and put in Drapchi Prison.

Lhundup while in prison regularly
suffered from kidney illness and chronic
headaches due to numerous torture and
beatings received in prison. I;r April 2005
he was shifted to Chusul Prison. Ar presenr

he heavily relies on medicines and treatmens

ro keep him ali..e and healthy- f

Tibetons closh
with Chinese over
mining oclivities
According to the information received liom
Tibet, hundreds ofTibetans rioted against a

Chinese mining project in Pamenchu, Tawu

[Ch: Bamei] Township, Kandze Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture (TAP), Sichuan

Province.

The riot erupted in rhe town after amid
prorest over rhc Chinese auchorities' decision

to stafi extraction oflead and zinc fronr a

Shak Drak Lha Tse mountain which rhe

natives considered as one of nine sacred

mounrains in the region.

Ot 27 June 2OO7, e large numbers of
Chinese governmenr geologist came to
inspect the presence ofmineral resources in
rhe regioo. rVhen they begin to extract the
sacred mountain in Pamenchu, the people
in the regions protesred against rheir
dccision. They told the officials rhar, "by
srarting the extraction work in the
mountain, they are destroying rhe
cnvironmenrs as well as hurting the
sentim€nt oflocal peoples." They resenred

against their policics. However, the ofiicials
did not heed to the requ€sr of local
inhabitants. Due to which the local people

clashed with county and securiry ofEcials
alongwiri members of rhe mining company.

The riot lasted for sevcral hours.

local Tiberans worship Shak Drak LhaTse

mountain, which they believe is a home to
a god that protects the local lands, local

sources say. "We always knew it was rich in
minerals, but we never rouched it because it
was sacred," one local source said,

The Chinese governmcnt later arrested

most of the Tibetan protestors and there

whereabouts are not known till date. The
numbers of injued person in riot tuere also

not known and currently the region was

placed under high securiry alert. I
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TCHRD commemoroles fhe UN lnlernotiono! Doy in Support
of Victims of Torture
As26lwre2o07 marks the tenth anniversary
ofthe UN International Day in Supporr of
Victims ofTorture, the Tibetan Centre for
Human fughts and Democracy (TCHRD)
commemorates rhe dayin support ofvictims
of torture throughout rhe world.
Tonure is one of rhe severest forms ofhuman

rights abuses, raking a terrible toil on millions
of individuals and their families across the
globe. In Chinese occupicd Tiber, torrure is

endemic in the nerwork of prisons and
derenrion centres across rhe plareau.
According toTCHRD documentation, the
Chinese aurhoriries systematic use oftorrure
has resuhed in the dearh of89 knorvn Tibetan
political prisoners sincr 1987. According to
TCHRD's database , there are currently I l6
knownlibetan political prisoners tanguishing
in various prisons in Tibet. Torrure being a

regular feature in the Chinese administered
prisons and detenrion cenrres, rhe Centre is

highly concerned about the well-being and
safery ofthe polirical prisoners upon whom
the worsr oftorture is afflicted.

Elecrric shocks, pricking cigar*tes on the
face, beating, hand or thumb cuffs, feet
manacles, aerial suspension, exposure ro
extleme temperature, loog period ofsolitary
confinement, depriwation offood, water and
sleep, forced labour and forced exercise drills
are few of the commonly used techniques
employed by the Chinese authoriries to defeat
the nationalisr spirit ofrheTibetans and to
brcak dorvn an individual's personaliry. As
terrible as thc physical wounds are, the
psychological and emotional scar are usually
the most devastaring aod the most difiicult
to repair. A subrle form of menral rorrure is

being used on former polirical prisoners in
Tibet. Life aftcr prison for theseprisoners arc
made exrremely dimcult as they are denied
readmission inro rheL monaster,l or nunnery,
ostracized socially, are constantly harassed by
officials and have no prospect of finding
employmenr. Manylibetan rorrure survivors
suffer recurring nightmares and flashbacks.
In 1984, the Gcnerd Assembly adopted thc

UN Convenrion againstTorrure and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or DegradingTieatmeot or
Punishment (CAfJ, which enrered into force
on 26 June 1987. It was an imporranr srep
in thc much-needed process ofglobdisin!
human righrs and acknowledging that

torcute, and all forms of inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, are

absolutely and un iversally illegal. In 1997,
the United Narions Ceneral Assembly
decided ro mark this historic datc and
designared 26 June each year as

Internacional Day in Suppon ofVictims of
Torture. The Convention obliges Srares ro
make tortute a crime and to prosccute and
punish those guilry ofit. It nores explicidy
that ncither higher orders nor exceptiond
circumstances can iusdry torrure.

As ofJune 2007, rhe Convenrion has

been signed by 74 Stares. These States panies
are required ro repon ro the UN C.om minee
against Torture, a human righs rreary body
set up in 1987 ro monitor compliance with
rhe Convention and ro assisr Srares parries
in implementing its provisions. The
Commitee is composed of I 0 independent
expens who serve in rheir personal capaciry
and are elected byStates parties.

The People's Republic ofChina (PRC) is

a state parry ro lhe UN Convention against
Torturc (CAI) and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Tiearment since 1988. The
Chinese constiturion does not contain an
expres prohibition of torture. Thc relevant
provisions ofthe consrirution in this context
are Arcicle )7 and 38 thar protect the
personal dignity of Chinese citizens.
Chapter rwo ofrhc constirution ofrhe PRC
covers ssveral fundamenral civil and polirical
righa as well as economic, rccial and cultural
rights bur conrains no explicir prohibirion
oftorturc and other forms ofill-trearmenr.
Although PRC oudawed certain forms of
torture in the revised Chinese Criminal
Procedure Law that came inro effecr in
I997, rystematic rorrure is srill endemic in
rhe Chinese administered prisons and
detention centres in Tibet.

UN mcmber states which sign rhe
Convenrion render thcmselves accountable
under international law to take action to
prwent torture and to supporr the victims
when torture takes place. In order to uphold
the principle of accountability for the
perpetrators ofgross human rights abuses,
the culture of impunity should be
eradicared and perpetrarors should be
brought to justice. Clcarly therefore a
counrry like PRC under rhe communisr

Torturq tooh on dhphy.

rule, which rcsorts to rorrurc rourinely as a

measure ofcoercive control over minoriry
population, is not going to accepr rhe
principle ofaccountabiliry, let alone agree ro
support and succour the vicrims.
in view ofthe currenr siruadon, TCHRD

urges the government of the PRC to
implement rhe recommendations made by
the UN Special Rapporreur on Torture to
eradicate torture and "to ensure torrure
survivors' righr rc firll reparation wirh special
attention to medical and psychological
needs". The Centre dso urges the PRC ro
release Jigme Tenzin , Jigme Gyatso, Lobsang
Tisultrim (all serving lengthy sentences and
currently imprisoned in Chushul
ICh:Qushuil Prison) as per the appeal ofthe
UN expert since they havc "been convicred
ofa polirical crime, possibly on the basis of
information exrracted by torture'. No
rangible progrers has been reponed since the
UN expert's report (E lCN.41200616l Add.6
dated l0 March 2006) and rhe
aforcmentioned prisoncrs of concern still
remain incarcerated. The Centre also urges
rhe inrernationd community to pressure the
PRC to rarifi rhe Oprional Protocol ro the
UN Convention agai nst Torture and Orher
Cruel, lnhuman or DetradinB Tieatment.
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rirual and hoisted rhe prayer flags. Same

incense burning rituals also took place ar

Gephel Uatsehill, Sera Uatse hill and Bumpa

hill which are located at the back ofDrePung

Monastery where a large crowd gathercd early

in the morning to burn incense and to hoist

prayer flags.

h is well known thar,'I'iberans insideTiber
were dways restricred from performing their

religious rituals, which were integral part of
Tibetan culture and tradition. The recent

destruction and demolition ofa colossal Guru

funpochc satue is an evidence to rhe outside

world. Earlier on 14 May 2OO7, three days

before the holy monrh ofSaka Dawa, Lhasa

CiryCommimee memberscalleda meetingof
rhe parents ofschool going children, where

school children were ordered to refrain from
visiring monasteries, Barkhor area, from

circumambuladng and wearing amulet rhread

duringSaka Dawa. The committee members

warned that those failing to abide by this order

would be served wirh expulsion from school.

On I I June 2006, the Chinese governmenr

in order to refrain students from visiting
monasteries, asked schools to remain open even

on Sunday u Saka Dawa fa.lls on rhar day.

The Chinese go-vernment imposed severe

restriction on the religious acrivitics and those

violating the otders wete subjected ro

punishment, orpulsion from job and were

made to pay fioe. Prohibitions continue to be

put in placc for imporrant day like Saka Dawa

and Gaden Ngyamchoc, birthday of the

Dalai Lama and rhe llth Paochen Lama

Cedhun Chockyi Nyima. Last year, a joint
norice issued on l2 December by the Lhasa

City Party Secretary Officc and the Lhasa

Governor Office which dearly prohibited the

Party members, civil servants, staff, public

instirutions such as schools and banks etc,

vocarional cenues, students and retired civil
sewana to panicipateor even see the activiries

of Gaden Nyamchoe anniversary.

It was warned that drose hiling to abide by

tie official noticc would be served with sdary

cur, demotion etc. For the retired Tibetans

rhis is espccidly difiicllt bccause oftheir faith

in religion yet their faith restricted by official

strictures and dictums. In re Past, cadres were

unofficially dlowcd ro believe in and practice

religion privatcly, but are now being subiectcd

(o closer scrutiny afld are liable to
punishmcns and dcmotions.

Severe rdigiots restrictioru wer€ Put in Placc

cspccially in Lhasa Ciry Plain clothed Public

Seoricy Bureau officials were known to have

stationed around the ciry and surveillance

video cameras were installed around the

major public routes and dleys in the ciry. ln
order to screen rhe incoming people into
the ciry, major securiry check Posts wcr€

insulled on the roads leading into Lhasa City
from surrounding counries of Pheopo

Lhundrup, Taktse, Toelung Dechen,
Meldrogungkar. Reports from Tibet confirm

rhar small farmers cngaged in petty
businesses like selling incense and iuniper
leaves for religious purposes are banned from

selling rhese items on religious dap.
However, on l9 June 2007, some PeoPle

were caught unaware ofthe significance of
the day as it does oot hll on rhe Chinese

government prohibited day list. According
co hearsals, a section ofTibetan explained

rhat the Dalai Lama reccived US

congressional gold medal award while some

people even told that tie Dalai Lama was ill
and some said that it is an obstacle year for
the Dalai Lama. Irrespective of different
versions, the Tibeao people took to burn
incense, and hoisted prayer flags in ficnry
manner. After the rituds, peoplespent their
day marvelously which seems like a

celebration ofTibetan New Year.

Chinese Government had no clue about

the activities unrilaround 5 to 6 a.m, when

the Chinese police o(ficials at Kuru Bridge

blocked the people going to parricipate in

the Bumpr hill incense burning rituals.

Dcspite all restrictions, Tibctans from
three provinces were able to commeoce the

rituals ceremony in a very organized manner'

On l4 March this year, Tibetans in Tibet
secredy performed tie incense burning rirud
and prayers for the Dalai Lama
corresponding to the offering of long life

ceremon). for H.H. Dalai Lama held in
Dhasmsala.

Severe resrriction and conrrol by Chincse

authorities were common during the Dalai
Lama's birthday. However, Tibetans inside

Tibet have resorted to skillful ways of
evading restriction and went on to cdebrare

the occasion. Tibeun reflects, l9 June 2007

as a binh&y of H is Holin ess the Dalai lama

as it hlls on fifth &y of fifth month as per

Tibeun Lunar Calendar. Despite Chinese

authorities' restriction, threat andwarning,
Tibetan peoples were able to celebrate the

occasion in a radidond mannerby buming
incense and hoisting green prayer flags as ir

relates to His Holiness horoscope. I

The Impoverishment of
Tibetan Nomads

ln recent times, the Chinese government

has underraken large displacements and

relocation ofTibetan Nomads from their
traditional grassland pastures in the name

of the so called devclopmenr and
infrastrucrure enclaves. The displacement

ofnomads has resulted in depriving their
traditional livelihood. The abrupt changes

to the nomadic livclihood pattern have put

their future in uncertain terms.

The Hr-rman fugha Vatch (HRM. in
their 79-page report, "No On Ha thc

LibcrE to Rcfue: Tibctan Herdas Forcibly

Re located in Gansu, Qiryhai, Sichut aad
thc Tibet Autonornout Rcgion" criricized rhe

Chinese governmenr policies of [orced

relocations and resettlement where narive

Tibetan nomadswere forcibly moved from

rheir ancestral habitats. They dso criricized

Chinese government for forcing the
Tibetans nomads to slaughtcr their
livestock. [n return the government ofiicials

paid minimal compensatioo aod failed to
protect Tibetans' legal righa. Due to which
hundreds of thousands ofTibetan people

were affected.

HRV urged Beijing government to

suspend the resettlem€nrs of Tibetan
nomads until a revi€w qntem is put in place

and to allor,'I'ibetans co return ro their land

iftheywere forcibly moved or received no
compensation. Thc China's ongoing
developmental drive and modernization in
'Iibet has resulted in ieopardizing the

livelihood of thousands ofTibeun nomads.

Morcover, the Chinese government's policy

of displacemenr and infrastructure
developments projects were not consulted
with Tibetan aoma&.

HRW expressed their hopc that the

Chinese government would immediately

pur a halr to the ongoing relocarion
programme of the noma& and at the same

rime appealed rc the Chinese government

to provide adequate compensation to the

displaced noma&. They recommended that

those nomads who wcre forcibly displaced

must b€ rehabilitated to their traditional
dwelling place. A displaced nomad, who

refused to give his name testified that, "the

Chinese government is bent on to destroy

rhe grassland pasturc and thc nomadic

lifestylc and at rhe same time to aonihilate

thc nomadic uaditioo ftom its roots." ;
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China intensified its
crackdown in Tibet after
journalists' visit

Following rhe visit ofrwo westem iournalists
in Tibet in April 2007 and theirsubsequent
writing on Tiber, China has intensified irs
crackdown in Tiber.

Tim Johnson, China correspondent of the
US newspapcr chain McClatchy Tiibune,
and Harald Maass, China correspondenr of
the German daily Frankfurter Rundschau,
traveled to Tibet on rourist permits to avoid
restrictions placrd on journdiss visiting the
rgion.

While on his trip, Johnson wrote on his
blog thar rhe peoplelre had ralked to were
pi&ed up [or quesrio*ing and aTiberan was

given 'an exrraordinary fine on trumped-up
charges'.

He also said rhat, the Chinese oflicial ar
rhe main Chinese-run travel service asked
him against ralking ro anyTibetans because

of his starus as a 'tourisr' and blocked his
anemprs to travelwithin rhe region, making
him swirch ro a local travel agency in Lhasa.

Johnson had filed a reporr on how China
had ordcred thousands o[ Tibetans ro
relocate,

ln the aftermath ofthe above incident, the
Chinese authorities closed down rhat locd
travel agency in Lhasa, for Acilitating rwo
western journdisrs' tours in Tibcr. One
Tibetan was fined and rhose who had come
in contactwith the yisitors were questioned.r
Tibetan teens forcibly
taken for propaganda
indoctination

Tibeen teenagers bctween rhe ages of8 ro
l3 were forcibly taken to China for
propaganda indoctrination. An eyewitness
from Dartsedo Counry, Kandze Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecure (TA_P), Sichuan
Province, while spaking to phaytl.com, a
Tibean news portal, gave a detail account
of Chinese governmcnt forceful
indoctrination propaganda,
"lfa family has 3 sons aged between 8 and

I 3, a.ll threc are bcing forcibly uken to Ch.ina
by the Chinese militarypersonnel," says the
informer. "EveryTibetan child within those
age rangc is rrucked into Chila; thcre is no
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choicc, the Chinese arc forcibly ransponing
to ChinaTibetan kids en mass. Kids from
all the nomadic regions are being taken
forcibly by the Chinese," thewitncss said.

The witness added wirh the reason for
thc mass rransponation offiberan kids that,
"The Tibetan (eens are going to be
brainwashed down in China. This isa ma.jor

preparation for the Games (referring to
Beiling 2008 Olympics) propaganda."
The witness said rhat China is taking grear

precaution ro painr a rosy prcrure ofsiruarion
inside Tiber. "The Chinesr are offering
money to some poo. Tibetan families with
the condition that the locals parrot the
official prerry lines ro any [oreign visirors
during che upcoming Beijing Games."

These nomadic areas are within a day's
bus ride northeast ofthe hisroric crossroad-
rown ofDartsedo (Chinese: Kangding), in
rle easrcrn fringes ofTibet. According to
the same rcurce, what thc Chinese are doing
to Tibetans is "very dirty." "There is immense
tension here and rhe facrs about whar are
happening insideTibet have ro be extracred
from talking ro rhe nomads. They will tell
you the truth," the witness says. f

A group of International
associations made
demands before the
2008 Olympic

"Collectif Chine JO 2008", a group of nine
French and inrernational associations,
Iaunched a campaign "Huir revendications
pour Pdkin" or'Eighrdemands for Beijing'
before the Bei.jing Olympics in Augusr 2008.

Marie Holzman, SolidarirC Chine and one
of the co-founder ofthe campaign said in
Paris, thar'iince 2001, aftcr China got the
righs ro host the Olympics there has been a
concerted cffort to launch a pacific and
rational campaign to highlight the
Iamen rable condirions in China."

'Thus we propose ro rhe Chinese
authorities eighr realistic demands which
could be implemented irnmcdiarclyif there
is a polirical will," said the communique.
Th cight dautds atc:
l) Release of rhose imprisoned for
Tiananmien prorest, and to libemte all
prisoncrs of opinion in China.
2) Abolirion ofdearh penalry not only in
China bur all over the world.

qt
3) Putting an end to the conrrol of
information, including on lnternet.
4) Abolidon of administrative detenrion.
5) 'Ib stop the sTstemetic pmctice oftomue.
6) To allow fiee aod indepcndcnt rrade
unions.

7) To delete article J06 ofthe Penal code,
which allows the repression oflawyer.
8) To put an end o forced expulsions of

citizens from rheir housiog or, rheir lands
Tbc nizc associztions are, Action dct

Cbrttie* ?ort I'abolinor d. h TorfiE (ACAI:
hctuc), Agir ?ow hs Droitr & l'Hommc
(ADH), Amrcty In*nztioaal (AI - Franc),
Comil dt brtica au PcqbTibluin (CSPT),

Enscmbb conttc la pcittc dc mort (ECPM),
Fldbation latcmationab da Ligucs da Droit
dt I'Hommc (FIDH), Liy. dq Droits dc
I'Hommc (LDH), REortcrs Seu Fruntiba
(RSF), Sokdaritl Chiar. a

Historic Resolution on
Tibet passed in Mongolia

Ahistoric resolution on Tikr accepringTiber
as an independent sratc was passed at rhe
recenrly concluded three-day Internarional
Union ofSocialisr Youth (IUSY) Asia - Pacific
Committee Meeting held in the Mongolian
Capital, Ulaanbaaar

The five poinr resolution accepts Tibet as

an independenr Stare and ,;ondemns the illegal
occuparion oflibet by People's Republic of
China (PRC), call to srop rie demographic
transformarion policy ofChina which resuhs
in the large influx of Chinese inro Tiber
pa.rticularly after the Gormo - Lhasa Railway
nerwork, call upon tle United Nations ro
resume the debate based on its resolurion
passed in 1959, l96t and 1965 onTiber, ro
pressurize for rhe boycorr of2008 Beiiing
Olympic as China continue geoocide in Tibet
and pursue ir's rmpcrialisr ambirions
threatcning peace in Asia and the world at
large and co help restore human righs in Tibet
and support rhe freedom moyemcnt of
Tibetan people and ro put pressure on China
for the unconditional releasc ofall political
orisoners in Tibet including Panchen lama
and Tulku Tenzin Delek.

More dran 25 ddegares representing around
l0 different Counrries from rheAsia - Pacific
Region parricipared the meeting which was
hel.l from June 8 ro I0, 2007. The meering
was hosted in the Official Meeting hall of
Mongolian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Building in Ulaanbaatar. I
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TCHRD tolk series
Mr, UrgenTenzin, Executive Director gave

a talk to thc college students who came to
anend a workshop organised by the Tibetan

Parliamcntary and Policy Research Centre
(TPPRC) on 6 June 2007. Thc Execurive

Director briefed the students about the
firnctions ofrhe Centre and is role. Similarly,

Mr. Jampa Monlam, Assistant Direcor,
briefed the workshop participants abour the
current human righs situation inTibet and
answered the questions posed by the
students.

On l5 June 2007, Mr. Jampa Monlam
was invited byTibcran Womeni Associarion
(TVA) ro give talk about Democrarizarion
oftheTibetan communiry in exile and future
prospec(s ro the participants of the
workshop ar Sarah lnstirute of Higher
Studies.

On 20.f une 2007, Mr. Chukora Tlering
Agloe, Researcher, was invited to deliver a

ralk on "Culrural Genocide in Tibet" ro
American srudenrc from Miami Universiry
at Sarah College for Higher Tibetan Studies.

The talk was followed by an intetactive
question and a-nswer session.

On 22 fune 2007, Mr. Jampa Monlam,
Assistanr Direoor and Mr. Tashi Choephel,
Researcher, briefed a group ofinrernational
students at Chonor House, Mcleod Ganj,
on human rights siruarion insideTiber and

condirion of Tibetan political prisoners in
Prison. They also answered rhe questions
posed by rhe students.

On 26 June 2007, Mr. Jampa Monlam,
fusisrant Direcrorgave a tdk on rhe present

scenario of human rights situarion ioside

Tibet to the Tibetan Fulbright scholars who
are going to pursuc thcir Mastet's
programmes in American universitiet. I

TCHRD ottends
fifth session of the
UN Humqn Rights
Council

The fifth session ofthe UN Human Righs
Council took place at rhe United Nations
Office in Genera from I I - l8 June 2007.
This important session marked the end of
one-year transformation from the defunct
UN Commission on Human Rights to the
UN Human fughs Council.

Mr. Tenzin Norgay, Personnel for UN
Afhirs, artended the session ro observe the
conclusion of the transformation period.
During the eight-day session, sevcral
mandates of the Specid Procedures on
promotion and prorection ofhuman righrs

presented their rcports followed by
interactive dialogue sessions. Since rhe fifih
session marks thc end ofthe trans[ormarion
in the UN human righrs body, majoriry of
the meerings werc dedicared on institurion
building ofrhe new Human Righs Couocil.
The session was marked bythe presence of
a four-membcr Tibctan delegation, Mr.
Ngawang Choephel (UNPO), Mr. Tenzin
Norgay (TCHRD), Mr. Tenzin Samphel
(OOT, Ceneva) and Mr. Jan Villem den

Besten ([CT Amsterdam). The Tibetan
delegatioo approached several mandates of
the Special Procedures inLlighr ofthe currenr
situation ofhuman righrs in Tibet and on

recenr dcvelopmena in rcmeof the themaric

issues aswell as communication ofupdatcs

ol information transmitted earlier. !

TCHRD recruits
new sloff
Mrs. Tenzin Migmar
joined TCHRD on 15

J une 2007 as- the
General Assistaot. She

has Bachelort Degree
from Mysore Uoiversiry She hails from
Kollegal Tiberan Settlement in Mysore,
Karnaraka Srate. The TCHRD staffwould
like to convey besr wishes and a pleasan t stay

in the Centre. f

Two TCHRD sloff
resign
Ms. Tsering Choekyi,
General Assistant,
and Ms. Dickyi
Dolker, Ficld Officer,
tendered their
resignation cn l0
January2007 and l5 June 2007 respectively.

The resignations come beforc thecomplerion
bf their m in imum ofthree years contracr with
TCH RD and are thereby deemed in violarion
ofrhe Cenrret rules and regulations.

Ms- Choekyi ioined TCHRD on I
September 2004 after completing her
Masrer's Degree from Madras Christian
College. ln December2006 shcwent to the
Unired States and tendered her resignation
by email.

Ms. Dolker ifter completing her Master!
Degree from Ethiraj
College, Madras
Universiry, joi ned
TCHRD .on I
Decembe r 2006.
Upon receiving a

scholarship to study in
thc Unired States, she

tendered her
resignation on l5 June 2007. I
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ll undefivercd, kindly rctwn lo:

E-mail:laphun@lchrdorg; dsala@tchrd.org;
Ph.0091 1892 2233631225874, Fax 225874

Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Demofiacy
Top Floor, Narfiang Building

Gangchen Kyishong

Dharansala 1 7621 5
H.P INDIA

Websile: www.lchrd.org;

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy ffoHRD) is an independent
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
forTibet. lt attempls to educate Tabetans on human rights principtes and to work
wilh other human rights and democracy groups as pad ofa worldwicte movement
lowads these ends. TCHRO is registered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Act 21 of 1860 in 1996

lf you would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Hurnan Righls updale or to
orde. one !f our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our office

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Nexl Generation:The State ot Educalion in Tibet Today l1gg7l. gehind
Bars. prison Cohditions rn ribet (.1999) . Closing the Doors:Re/rgrrous
Rep.esslo, ,r, fbet ( lgg8).Corvention on the Rights of the Ch,/d (Tibelan
Translation) (1998).Demoqacy:An Educatio, Booklel (199g). Fearless Voices:
Accounls ol Tibelan Former Politicai prisoners (1999).Human RightstA|,
Education Booktet (1998).A Gude to Human Rights llggg).A gTide to
Democracy (1999).Tates ol Terot:Tofture in Tibet \lgggl,Briefing paper for
lravelleE Io l/bel (1999) ,To(ure and l -Treatment in Tibet (200d). Raciat
Discriminalion in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishrng Tibetans China's flawed economic
policy l2000l. Destructrcn of Sedhar lnsttute : A Speciat Repon eOO2)
Drspossessed: Landahd Housing Rights in Tibet(2002) . Strike hard Campaig;
Chinas crackdown on politicat dtssidence (2004) . Stale of eOucation'in
ltbel: A human ights percpectve l21c4) . Kuxing: Toriure in Tibet (2OOS) .
Dealh Penalty in China (2005) . tnternalionat Biliof Human Rights i2OOSi .
TCHRO 1996-2006:A Decade of Human Righls Research . RaiMa! and China.s
Development Strategy in Tibet: A Tale of Two Economies . priso;ers of Tibgt .
Annual Report : Human Rights Situation in f,bet (1996 _ 2006)
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Job la*/+ 4;Al- T1HRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a diflerence. Your
support could instill faith and hope rn those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Your benefits and rcsponsibilities
v You'llreceive free of mstour Human Rights update
./ Allour publicatjons will be sent for free upon request
v You'llreceive a membership card
, You can join ourcampaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members wibin lndia
US$ 20f forstudenl members outside lndia
US$ 401 for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at dsa/a@tchd. oq or wrile to us on
our postal address for furher inlormation

BEC t14 A MEMB

Join hands with TCHRD
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Thc Tibctan Centre for Human Rights
and Democracy (TCI{RD) rcccivcd
confirmcd information from teliablc
sources thar on l8 July 2007 rhe Chinese
.authoriries in Lithang Counry has
detaiqcd an elderly Tibctan supporrcr
ofTiulku Ttnzin Delek and prohibitcd
rhe monks of Nalanda Thckchcn
Jangchup Choeling Monasre ry from
carrying a receprion cercmony ofTrulku
Tenzin Delek's portrair during thc
inaugurarion of newly built assembly

prayer hall.
It all bcgan on l8 July 2007 coinciding

rhe Buddhist ccremony of Chockor
Ducchcn (thc day on which Buddha
Shakyamuni preach the first Sermon),
when a large tathering of Tiberans in
nomadic area of Othok Village in
Lirhang Counry, Kardze Prcfecrure,
'I'iber Auronomous Prcfecture "TAP"
organized a traditional annual horsc
race. Thc horse race was held ncar
Nalanda Thckchcn Jangchup Chocling

Chinq releqses o

Thc Chinesc authorirics in Tibet have

rclcased a long-scrving political prisoner,

Thuptcn Yeshi upon completion o[ his

l5-ycar imprisonmcnr rerm on 5 July
2b07, according ro co n fir mcd
informarion rcceivcd by thc Tibcran
Centre for Human Righrs and
f)emocracy (TCHRD). Thupten Yeshi

was arrcsrcd on 6 July 1992 on alleged

chargcs of being the rr':in plotrer of
dcmonstration by a group of four

Chino intensifies restriction in Trulku
Tenzin Delek's Monostery

q9
VOLUME XII NUMBER 7

Trulku Tenzin 0elek O TCHR0

Monasrery wirh large garhering of
Tibetan dcvotecs and spccrarors alike fbr
rhe occasion. The monasrcry was builr
by Trulku Tenzin Delek and named
Kham Nalanda Thekchcn Jangchu p
Choeling Monastcry by the larc Panchen

Lama continl,o at nelt p.ge

Tibeton Politicol

farmers during a meering at Gyama
Township, Meldrogu n gka r County,
"Tiber Autonomous Region" "TAR"
earlier on 30 June 1992.

According to reliable sources, Thupten
Yeshi, 58-year old, was released on 5 Julv
2007 fiom Chushul Prison (Ch: Qushui)
elter conrpleting his l5-ye.rr prison
senrence. 86rn to a humble [arming
family, in Gyama Towoship, 1'hupten
Yeshi married and joined his bride's

Continue rt p.ge 3

Prisoner, Thupten Yeshi, upon
completion of l5 Yeqrs' term

co]lTEl{T
-China inlensifres reslflchon in Trulku
Tenzin Delek's Monastery (pg'l)
-China releases a Tibetan Political
PrasonerThupten Yeshi, upon completion
of 15 Years'term (pg 1)
-Commotron between lwo communittes
lead to arrest of 30 Tibelans (p9 4)
-Foreign Journalists Face
Restrictions in Reporting from
China (p9 4)
-Confrontation between Huis Chinese
Traders and Tibetans in Sog County,
Nagchu (pg 4)
-Crealaon of New Socialisl Countryside
bringing havoc lo lhe tradilional nomadic
lifestyle (p9 5)
'The Chinese aulhofllres ordered
feshvai-goers lo wear fur or face frnes
(ps 5)
-UN Secretary General silent on Tibet
question (pg 6)
-Tabetan literary websile closgd down
by Chinese authorities (pg 6)
-Human Rights Commission Chairman
highlights Human Rigths abuses in Tibet
(p9 6)

TCHRD ACT]VITIES BULLETIT
-HBF pays vrsrl to TCHRD (pg 7)

Thupten Yeshi. OTCHR0
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Continued from prcviou3 page

Chino intensifies....

On rhe same dav l8 f uly 2007. a

ncwly construcred assembly prayer hall
('l ib: Dhukhang) ol'Nalanda Thekchen

Jangch up Choeling Monasrery was
inaugurared with monks carrying rhe
porrrait of Trulku Tenzin Delek onro
rhe rhrone during a receprion
ce remo n y. According ro the
information reccived by rhe Cenrre, rhe
concerned Chinese gov ern me n r

officials entered rhe monasrery and
banned monks from carrying our such
acrivirics and probcd inro rhe carrier
o[ the porrrair. Ir was reporred that a

large numbcr of general public present
during rhe ceremony havc exhibired a

clear sign o[ disapproval of authorities'
decree and highhandedness in handling
thc mar(er.

A day later on 19 July, rhe local
Chinese government official camc ro
Othok Village and derained an elderly
Tibeten lady whose name could nor be

idenrificd, for hcr allcgcd 'crime' of
morivating pcople ro go aod meer
Trulku Tenzin Delek. The ofTicials were
also known ro have warned and issuecl

order to rhe village commitree to
manage rheir people and be rcsponsible
lbr rheir acrion.

ln rhe backdrop of'rhe incident, rhe

luthorities ol l-irhang Counry senr
Peoples Armed Police (PAP) and pur
the monasterr,, and surrounding areas

rrn severe restriction. Because o[which
.r group oi local pcoplc flom l-ithang
rvenr ro lodge rheir complaint ro rhe
lrigher aurhoriries in Chengdu, Sichuan
Province, TAP". They welc also
tc[)olred ro hrvc barred lrom going
there. Anorlrer group of ren Tiberans
lrotn Nr';rchrrka (jounry while on rheir
wat r,, lodge \omPl.rinr regurding
aurholiries' highhandedness were also
s,rid ro have been derained.

-lrulku Tenzin Delek (a.k.a A ngag
lishil, a highly respecred Tiberan
rnonk who vociferously spearheaded
rlrc acrivities fbr environmental
prorqqtioll, culturc and preservation of

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Tibctan Buddhism was arrcstcd on
chargcs of scries of bombing incidcna in
2002 in Chcngdu, Sichuan Provincc,
Tibctan Autonomous Prcfccrure "TAP"

On 7 April 2002, Kadzr lnrermcdiare
Pcoplc's Courr in Kardzc "TAP" of
Sichuan Province "TAP" found Trulku
guilry of conducting "tcrrorisr bombings
and inciting seccssion acrivitics." On 2

Dcccmbcr 2002, Trulku was senrcnccd

to dcath with rwo-ycar repricvc alongwith
Lobsang Dhondup, a disciple of Tiulku
for "causing explosion" and "inciting
scParatism"

Both Trulku and lrbsang Dhondup
rcfuscd ro accepr rhc court vcrdicr and
appcalcd ro Sichuan Highcr Pcople!
Court ro rcvokc rhcir death scnrence,
which rejcctcd thcir appeal and upheld
rhe original vcrdict in thc s€cond-insrance
trial and on Jatuary 26,2003 handcd
down the samc vcrdicr. Lobsang Dhondup
was givcn an immediarc dearh scntcncc
and cxccured on rhc same day of rhe
courrt verdict.

Oo 25 January 2005, the Highcr
Pcople's Court in Sichuan province, in
Sourhwesrern China, commured rhe
dcath pcnalty with rwo-year rcprieve for
a tulku to life rerm and dcprivation of
political righrs for li[e. Thcrc has been
no credible information on rhe currenr
whereabouts and condirion of Trulku
tnzin Delek since the court vcrdicr and
ir rcmain a matrcr ofgrcat concern given
his poor healrh condirion prior ro his
arrcsr and orhcr healrh complicarion
during rhc period of dercntion.

It is widcly belicvcd thatTrulku Tenzin

Dclek is framed wirh falsc allegations
of involvemcnt in bombing incidcnts.
He has been under close scrutiny by
Chinese aurhoriries for his strong
support ol-Tiheran culture and religion,
his rising popularity in the localTiberan
communiry, his sraunch support for
Tiber's leader in exile, the Dalai Lama

and his teachings, and his social welfare

acrivities in Lirhang Counry including
setting up schools, old people's home,

construcring monasreries and resolving

communiry dispures.

TCHRD believes that Trulku is

innocenr and was wrongll, implicated
in the bombing incidcnrs and urged rhe

Chinese aurhorities ro ascerrain his
whercabours, well-being and release

him immediately. TCHRD also rcquest
lor a free and fair rctrial as per the
inrernarional standard legal norms and
pra.rices. I
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5l
fimily in Cyama lownship before his

arr€st in 1992 l>y rhe Chinesc
ru thoriries for leading rhe
denro nsrrarion.

Arrcst:

()n J0 June I992, a large assembly of
a rou nd I 200 people including
prominenr leaders of Gyama Township
in Meld rod u n gka r Coun(y were
garhered lor a meering. During rhe
meering, rhe fbur farmers Lhuodup,
Sonam Rinchen, Kunchok Lodroe and

Sonam Dorjee suddcnly came forward
wirh a huge f-iberan Narional Flag and

stormed rhe srage while the mcering
was in progress. On thc srage they
shouted slogans such as "Free Tibet",
"Chinese Leave Tiber" and "Long Live
His Holiness rhe Dalai Lama". Their
proresr creared disruption and chaos

amon8sr the l. rowds .rnd the mectitrg
w,rs unable ro continue. After fifrecn
nrinures ol prorest, the police came to
rhe scene and immediately arresred
rlrem.

Later on 6 July l992,.Thuptcn Yeshi

was also arresred on charges of being
rhe prime plorrer as well as rhe 'ring
leader' of the group. He was derained

irr Meldrogungkar Counry Derenrion
Cenrre lbr about l:] days. During rhar

rime, his wife Tsering Yangchen, was

allowed ro see him once but they were

nor allowed to talk. Larer he was secrerly

rransferred ro Gursa Detention Cenrre,
in easr ol Lhasa, whcre he was derained

ibr almosr rhrec months and suffered

inlruman rreatment and torture during
intcrrogarion scssions.

Scntcnce:

Alier period oI rhorough interrogations
and rcpearcd Tosure in (iursa prison,
th< Lhasa People! Intcrmediate Courr
on 20 C)ctober 1992 convicrcd all tive
ol rhem ol offens.s of "corrnrer
rcvolu t io nary plor', and rnciring
rcactionary ptopagandas". Th u pten
Yeshi, Lhundup arrd Sonam Rinchen
wefe senrenced ro l5 years ol
rmprisonmenr and dep riva t ion ol
polirical rights tbr 5 vcers.rnd Sonam

Dorjee and Kt nchok Lodroc wcrc
scntcncd to lJ ycars of imprisonmenr
and deprivation of political righrs for 5

years as well. On 20 Novcmber 1992,

rhcy were shiftcd to Drapchi Prison.
Immediatcly a[rcr their arrival in
Drapchi, Thupren Yeshi was pur in a

solitary confinemenr cell flor reciting
mani(prq/cr) and his failurc to'rcform'.
Thry were larcr transfcrred to Chushul
Prison in April 2005. Thc lcngth of thc
sctrtcnccs handcd down to all fivc
Tiberans who pcacefully demonstrated
against rhe Chincsc rule, clearly
indicares rhe dctcrmination of Ihc
aurhoriries ro crack down on the
political activisms.

Dcath due to torturc:

Onc of rhc group mcmbers, Sonam
Rinchcn, rhen in his rwenries, died in
1999 while in prison, aftcr bcing ill and
parr of his body paralyzcd as a result of
rcpeatcd torture whilsr in prison and
dctcnrion cenrre. Thc fifth member of
thc group, Kunchok Lodroe, was
relcascd on mcdical parolc in 1996 and
is still reportedly in poor health-

TCHRD fears thar Thupten Yeshi is
in poor healrh duc to lcngthy
imprisonment and malrrcatment in thc
prison. Whilc in prison in February
1999, Thuptcn Yeshi suffcrcd from renal

problcm and had blisrcr all over his body
rhat hc .vas admirrcd ro Xizang Military
Hospiral (Ch: Zong yi yuan) near
Drapchi for seventccn days for
rrcarmenr. Beforc being fully recovercd
he was taken back into prison in his
poor physical condirion. Torrure and
malrrcarmcnr bcing a regular feature in
the network of Chincsc adminisrercd
prisons and detcnrion centres, rhe
Centrc is highly concerned about thc
well-bcing and safcty of the polirical
prisoners upon whom rhc worsr of
rorturc is afflicted. According ro a

formcr Drapchi inmatc who recalls
Thupren Ycshii parriorism and audaciry,
" Hc is very hard, robust and nevcr
easily gives up his srand evcn after lot
of punishment. He is patriotic to thc
core."

Sonam Rinchen who dled h 1999 while in
p son as result of rlpeatad torture in prison

and dolontio[ csntre. oTCHRD

TCHRD express€s serious concern
ovcr Chinai trcatment of (political)
prircners. The deaths of more than 89
political prisoners as result.of rorrurc
and ill rreatment-inflicted by prison
officials are alarming, rc<luiring serious

invcstigation by independent bodies.

TCHRD does not rccognize release

of high-profile Tibctan polidcal prisoncrs

as a mark of improvcment in human
rights situarion inTibct. Thc Cenre also

urgcs rhe PRC ro rclcasc JigmeTenzin .

Jigme Gyatso, Lobsang Tsultrim (all

serving lengthy scnrences and currently
imprisoned in Chushul [Ch:Qushui]
Prison) as per rhc appeal of the UN
expert since thcy havc "bcen convicred
ofa political crimc, possibly on rhe basis

of information cxtracrcd by rorrure". In
2007 TCHRD documentcd I l6 known
Tibetan political prisoncrs languishing
in a nerwork of prisons in Tibet. China
must release all polirical prisoners and
prisoners of conscicncc i[ ir is sincerc

abour improving its human righrs
rccord. I

HUMAN RIGHTS update . July 2007 3

I ttF

,

t
L

I

n i*



IIBEIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Commolion between two communilies
leod to qrrest of 30 Tibetqns
'l hc I ibcran Ccnrre lirr I Iunran Righrs and
[)crrrocrrcv (l CIlRI)) rcccivcd corrlirrned
itrlornratiorr fionr reliable sources thar a

comrnolion bcrween the nrigrant Chincse
Mrrslirn traders and -fibcrln 

yourhs on 27

Jrrlc 2007 in Yagra ncighborhotd in Sog
County, Nagchu Prelecrure "fAR" and
subsequent protest by Tiberans againsr rhe
highlrandedncss ofthe tradels lras lcd ro rhe
arrcst ol-rrourrd J0 Tiberans.
Or 27 June 2007, a conrmotion berwecn

thc nrigraut Chinese Muslim rraders and
'libctan vourhs broke orrr irr rhc Yagra
rrcighborhood of Sog County rvhile
tr,ttr':rctrrrg nredicinrl planr.arcrpillar lirngus
(-fib: Yartsa Gunbrr, Boranical nanrc:
corclyccps sinensis). According ro sources,

during rhe inirial conrmoriorr rwo Tiberal
yoLrrhs were said ro havc beco ried-up and
I'c.rrcrr h) .r group ol nrrgrenr Chirrcse
Muslirrr traders ofthe area. Alicr rhe incident
hundrcds of fibetarrs garhercd ro proresr
rgainst rhe rreatmenr meted our to rhe rwo
'l 

ibctan youths. And rhe subsequenr proresr
rncitlcnt in Yagra neighborhood has led ro
rhc .rrrcrr of J(t Tiberans bv rh,i Chines,r
euthorities.

-l'hc 
local aurhoririqs ofSog Courrry in order

to brirrg rhe siruarion under conrrol soughr
thc irrtcrvenrion ofa high ranking funpoche
ofSogTienden Mooastery "Vithout the help
of Rinpochc the siruarion could have raken
.rr ugly rurn. lt was due to lris inrervention in
the nrattcr rhar helped ro bring an end to rhe

'it 
rr.rt ror" a local rold TC H Rt). Thr Chin.sc

rrrigrant shops arounrl rhc Yagra
rcighborhood rernained closed fbr a day afier
thc incident.
Rescnrmenr rowards rhe migrant rraders and

settlers are palpableand only a spark is necded

to rrigger prorests. Often official indifference
and disregard to local inhabitants'problem
provides rhis spark. Today in many parrs of
Tibcr, rhe collccrion and sale ofYarrsa Crrnbu
is a lrrcrarivc business although ir is looked
dowrr rrp,rrr rs ar unwholesornr acriviry.
Howevcr, rnany inhabirants are lcfi wirh no
alternarive other rhan ro engage in rhis
trusincss with shrinking grassland and
resrriction put on by rhe aurhoriries on the
r Lrrnbcr o iveuock rhar each [amily can raise

which havc [ailcd ro provide sufficienr
sLtbsistence to mosrly nomadic inhabirants.
Ovcr Ihc years wich rrrigranr Chinese scrrlers

enrering rhe lucrarive rrade, it has [urrher
aggravated the problem of local Tiberan
inhabimnrs.

This is not rhe firsr incident ofits kind ro
have taken place in Sog Counry, rhe first
major conflicr happened in l99l when
localTiberans and migranr Chinese Muslim
traders came face ro face and larer a large
number ofTiberans prorested against rheir
prescnce in rheir localiry Vhilein rhe same
vein, in year 2004, a large number oflocal
Tibetans of Tsaray Village in Yagra
neighborhood of Sog Counry protesred for
rwo consecutive days againsr rhe Chinese
mining acriviries in rheir area. The protest
had resultcd in a scuffe beweeo the officials
and the local Tiberans. Since there has trcen
no information on rhe 30Tibetan arresrees,

TCHRD expresses irs deepesr concern on
rhcir condirion and whereabours. I

Foreign Journslisls
Foce Restrictions in
Reporting from Chino

According to Asia Bureau, rhe foreign
journalists reporriog in China srill
experience inrimidarion, harassmenr and
arrest despire the Chinese governmenr
promised ro allow reporrers to reporr fieely
in China. The new rules and regularions
came inro effect when Chinese government
won rhe race to hosr the 2008 Olympic
games. In rheir vicrory the Chinese
governmenr rnade thc commrtnrenr ro give
free run ro reporters reporring in China.

According to reporrs, the Chinese
governmenr conrinu€s ro inrimidare foreign
correspondcnt by questiooing tleir sources

and threatening reporters when rhey
publish stotics and arricles in newspapers.

The Foreign Correspoldents Club of
China (FCCC) rcleased a new survey rhar
more liberalized regularion came into effecr
on January first allowing foreign journalisrs

the freedom of movement and ro report
freely in China. A noted Newsweek
columnist and China specialist Melin& Lui
who is currently the presidenr of FCCC
said thar, "howcver, we urge rhe Chirese

tovernmenr to accelerate effors ro eliminate
all media resrricriorrs... A nation where

5L
citizen who speak to filreign correspondenrs
face thriats, reprisals and even bodily harm.
does nor livl up ro rhe worldi cxpectatiorr
ofan Olynrpic hoit".

Recenrly, much ro rhc surprise ofmany.
the Chinese govcrnnrcrl closed do*n a

pronrinent Beijing bascd newslerrer oo
euvironment. hcalrh and labour issues

published sincc 1995 by a Brirish jouroalisr

Nick Young. Young'.s repor(ingand his papcr
war widely regardcd. ar highly arrrhenric,
unbiased, intbrnrative and non-conrroversial.
The Chinese govcrnmcnr accused his
ncwslerrcr lor conductilg illegal surveys and
hence closed il down.
The loreign correspondenu face parricular

dilficultr<s whilc rhel rcporr in sensirive
rcgtons ofClrina such as Tiber, Xn jiang and
Inuer Mongolia. Despirc promises made by
rhe Chinese governrnenr, China still has a

long wav co go rn firlfilling rhe pledges of
2008 Olvnrpic ganres in Beijing. f

Con{rontotion
between Huis
Chinese Troders ond
Tibetons in Sog
County, Nogchu

On 27 June 2007, in Sog Counry,Yarda
Village, a fight broke down berween a Huis
Chinese rrader and rwo Tiberan youth. It
was said that the rwo libetan yourh were
bound by rope and severely beaten. In
afrermach of rhe incident, around ei6ht
hundred Tiberans garhered ro launch a

protcsr against rhe ill trearnrcnt to thc
Tiberan yourh. Eventually, the Sog
aurhoriries soughr rhe intervenrion of a

respected religious lama of the locelity ro
inrervene ro settle rhe rension amongsr the
rwocommunities.
The local religious Lama appealed to rhe

Tibetans requesting rh€m ro put an end to
rhe protests which was rcspec(fully heeded
by the Tiberans. According ro rhe reporr,
rhe shops owned by Huis Chinese were
made ro shur down and Huis Chinese raders
involved in the fighr disappeared afrer the
incideot.

The Incidenr was not the first of irs kind.
Usually dre rwo communities have never had
hedthy relationships. For insrance, in 1993,
there was a major showdown ofanger a,nd

animosiry I
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Creotion of New
Sociolist Countryside
bringing hovoc to
the troditionol
nomodic lifestyle

Jigrne Lhunthok, a rnork who came from
Cansu Province. fibet, recenrly tesrified to
TCHRD abour the threars and challenges
liccd hy rhr Trhcrarr rronr;ds io rhc rcgir.rrr
trndcr (ilriual' carrpaign ,rf '(ircation ofNcw
Socialisr Corrnrr;side".

According ro his tesrirnony, rhe local
aurhoriry oIrhc region inrroduced nqw rules
and regularions on rhe distriburion of
grassland pasrures for rhe nomads. At rhe same
tinre, thr Chincsc autlroriries have also sraned
construcring houscs for the nornads in order
ro sedenrerizc rhcm.

'fhc inrroducriorr ol_ new rules and
regularionr on pasrurc. It hes led to
unfortunate incidcnrs ofdispures, [euds and
confionrariolrs berween rhe nomads. nomadic
groups, molasteries aud wirhin the general
public. A disputc over grazing ofanimals has
lcd ro thcTibetans from Zogey Chor rownship
irnd (,ungrso rownship clash over rhc
owncrship of rh. pasrure. Soon a petry
disprrlc. cscalarcd inro a violenr incidcnt
Irctu,cen thc rwo ntrmadic conrnrunities.

I;r(r. rhr hradr rrl rht rwo commurrirics
intervened ro serrle down rhe dispute.
Although rhe tense siruarion was brought
under control, the rwo communiries since rhen
npver cnjoyed haroronious relation rhey were
knowrr to cnjoy in rire past.'fhey corrrinue ro
loonr undcr rhr prospects ol_ lirtur( pasturc
disputes.

In anorher devclopnrent. since 2005
orrwards, rhc Chinesc governnrcnt has
crrrl:.rrkcd orr rhc consr rLrcrion ofnew housing
bloclo in rhc Mewo Ttvnship. So far, around
eighry houses havc been consrrucred ro shelrer
nomads. There were orher housing blocks
under consrruction thar were later supposed
to be fillcd by the nomads.'fhc governmenr
has : long-tcrrn plan ol sedenrarizing the
nonrads into settlcmcnr enclaves in rhe
arrcnrpr ro lacilrrarr rhc nomads ro givc up
their tradirional lifesryle.

.{ccording to rhe mosr reccnr dev€lopmenr.
Cesar nomadic cornmuniry, which comprised
Ivr larnilir:s. has alrcady sold irs animal
livcstrrck in rhc wake ol rhc re-settlcrnenr.

As pan of the Creation ofrhe New Socialisr
Countryside, rhe Chinese governmenr has
vocifericiously persuaded'the Tibetao
nomads ro give up rheir ancestral lifesryle
calling it as primitive and unproducrive ro
embrace "prosperous urban lifesryle". As a

resuh hundreds and thousands ofTibetan
nomads have moved to serrlemeor €nclaves
in search ofChina's new urban paradise.

Ironically, for nomads the abrupt change
oflifesryle has been proved rraumatic and
disillusioning. In order to start a new life in
urban environmenr they rook up menialjobs
in consrrucrion sires ro make a living.
However, rhey soon found our rhar they
were paid lesser than rhe Chinese labourers
and discriminared. Disillusioned by such
prospects oflife in urban environmenr, rhey
oncc again returned ro their rradirional
r.omadic lifesryle.

The Chinese government inirially rold the
nomads thar rhey would nor have to pay a
single penny but larer onwards rhey were
made to pay flor housing schemes thar
amounred to 10,000 to 20,000 Yuan. In
the light ofthe prevailing circumsrances, rhe
Tibetan noma& were fillcd with anxiery and
fear abour their 6rrure. The nomadic liftstyle
creasured for centuries had ro be abandoned
abruprly. UnforrunatelS the new urban life
does norseem ro give them a new hope and
prospecm lor rheir furure. These are che
senriments and impressioos drar now prevail
among rhe Tibetan nomads. Nonerheless,
the Chinese government's inrroducrion ofa
new pasrure distribution and regularion
coupled wiri rhe so-called "Creation ofNew
Socialisr Counryside" has proved disastrous
and rragic for rhe Tibetan nomads borh in
rhe immediare and long-rerm scenario. !

The Chinese
outhorilies ordered
lestivol-goers to
weor fur or foce
fines

The Tibetan festival goers in Yushu region
ofTiber werc ordered by the local authoricies
ro wear uaditionalTibetan ftr,trimmed mbe
during rhe annual Yushu horsc-racing
fesdval . The enforcemen r ofwearing animal
skin and fur was issued in rhe back drop of
the Dalai L:nra! mass appeal roTiberans to
absrain from wearinganimals skinson their

53
clorhes last year in India. It is reported rhar
rhoseTiberans festival goers who failcd to
obey rhc order will be mer wirlr fine and
punishmenr.
Thir is ycr'.rnorher errempr by rht Chinesc

leaders inside Tiber ro asserr their power
and influence ro counrer whar thcy called
rhe 'separatisr forces and rhe Dalai Clique,'.

Macartney wrires in TimesOnline.
"Tiredang is reluctanr ro don his raditional
Tiberan fur+rimmed robe at rhe Yushu
annual horsc-racing festival. Ir is nor whar
the Dalai Lrma would wanr.

Bur rhe 20-year-old studenr ha, no choitc.
The conrmand has come down fiom rhe
Covernmenr ofrhe remoce Chinese counry
that he musr defr his spiritual leader.
I dont wanr ro wear this skin bur we have
to." he rold TheTimes. "lrt an order from
rhe Govcrnment. I hare wearing rhis. lr s a

rerrible rhing.The Dalai Lama said we musr
not wear skins." He dropped his voice ro a
whisper: "The Dalai is our king,you krow."

Thousands ofTibctans rravcled lor days,
converged ar rhc plains ro pirch rheir renrs
on rhe slopes surrounding rhe festival
grounds io a remote corner of wesrern
Amdo [Ch: Qinghai] provincel ro celebrare
rhe annual horse-racing festival. Fesrival
goers who fail ro obey dreorder would face
fine up ro 3,000 yuan (!200), an
enormous sum for ordinary Tiberans.

During rhc Kalachakra Teaching (The
Wheel ofTinre) in January lasr ycar at rhc
Indian town ofAmravari, Andra Pradesh,
the Dalai Lrrma asked rhousands of-llberans
arrending rhe Kalachakra Teaching ro
absrain from wearing and decoraring clorhes
with animal skins. lr was folJowed by a

nrassive show of obedience ro chc Dalai
Lanras call inside a resrive Tibet when
rhousands of Tiberans voluntarily burnr
anim:l skins worth millions ofdollars. The
incidenr inside Tiber simply shocked rhe
Chinese aurhorities. To counrer rhe Dalai
Lamai influence and presence, rhe Chinese
authoriries orderedTibcrans ro wear aninral
skins as a gasture o[defiance ro rhe Dalai
Lama. There was also a cases ofTiberan
Srare Television anchor freed ro wear fur
were ordered ro wear fur on their dress by
rhe Chinese aurhoriries.

Today rhe photos and picrures of rhc
Dalai Lama are banned from display and
possession. The latesr development is ro be

seen as one ofChina'.s continuing 'hnti-Dalai
Lama" campaign insideTiber. I
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UN SecretorY
Generol silent on
Tibet question

According to a UN Watch rePort, on

3l July 2007, the UN SecretarY

General Ban Ki-moon in a diplomatic

silence ignored a question asked to

him by lean-Claude Buhrer, a former

correspondent for Lc Mondc and rhe

author ofseverd books on the Unitcd
Nations and human rights. The
question was asked to him during the

firsr Geneva press conference Mr, Ban

held since raking the ofiice on 2 July
2007.

After rhe session, B uh rer

approached rhe SecretarY Ge neral
with a group of iournalists and posed

his question on Tibet. He asked the

Secretary General, "Mr. Sccrctary
Gcncral, thc UN is working on thc

indcpcndencc of Kosouo. At tbc samc

timc, onc of thc oldcst nations of thc

world, Tibet, ts still undct forcign
occupation atd is onc ofthc last countict
under colonral ruh incc it was inuaded

by China in thc 1950s. Wbat about the

implcmcntacion of thc UN rcsolutions

on sclf-detcrmination fot Tibet? And
what will yoa do as Ser*ary Gcnoal
a facilitatc a pcarc{ul scttlcment bctutecn

thc Chincse goucnmcnt and the Dahi
ltma? Arc 1ou rcady to rnect thc Nobcl

Pedce Ptizc laureatc uho aduocatcs noa'
uiolcace, or h thc UN morc kccn to
rctuard thosc rcsorting to uiobnt mcans."

Mr. Ban after listening attentively
to Buhrer's question, came out with
a response but was immediatelY cut

off by his spokesPerson, Michlle
Montas. I

Tibeton literory
website closed
down by Chinese
oulhorities

The Radio Free fuia (RFA) rcPorts

that the Chincse authorities in the

northern Chinese ciry of Xian have

closed a literary website run bY a

Tiberan for apparenrly Posting
"polirical" content. fhe popular site.

known as "The lamp", was believed

to have more than 800 registered

forum users. The website was closed

down on 4 J:uJ.y by the Internet
police. The editor of the website told
RFA that, "V'hen utc callcd the fficc
wbcrc wc botght the Wcb sitc, thel
thought perbaps it wat dtc to thc

detection of 2olitical contcnt b) thc

Chincsc Intunct polir,':
However, the Chinese service

provider has no clue for the closure.

The offrcial at the srate-owned Xian
Technology Lrd (which sells and
distributes websites) declined to
comment when asked about the
closure.

The Tibenns who contribute to the

sire have expressed their anger and

frusrration. One of thcm said,

"Thc sudlcn ch*rc of this Vcb sitc has

disappointcd many Toung Tibctan
rca*rs. Manl havc alrcadl cxprascd thcir

disappointmcnt on anothcr \Vcb sitc

callcd 'Tibetan Langtagc.' Scural
coll4c studcau callcd and informcd mc

hou thcy mis our Wcb sitc".

China maintains strict control and

rcgulation on free flow of information.

I

Humon Righrs
Commission
Choirmon highlighrs
Humon Rights
obuses in Tibet

Stephen Crabb, MP, Chairman of the

Conservative Party Human l{ights
Commission. has written to Mark
Malloch Brown, Gordon Brown's new

Minister for Africa, fuia and the UN
at the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, to highlight internatio nal

human rights issues.

He wrote in the letter to Lord
Malloch Brown,

"You haue a large numbcr of
responsibilities in your netu Minisretial
position, including human rights, global

issues, the UN, the Commonwealth,
Africa and Asia. I would lihe n begin

by askmg what assurance you can giue

that human rights will be a prioriry for
you amidtt a wide range of signifcant
responsibilities?"

"Giuen youte sponsibitiry fo, the UN

- and the wcalth ofexpcrience you hauc

of that institution - may I ash what
plaru you haue to prorlote and defend

human rights withtn thc UN
mechanismt, and whctho you can ffir
new proposals for reforming and
strengthcning the UN\ abiliry to promotc

and dtfend human righx?"
Mr Crabb highlighred human righrs

abuses in Norrh Korea, Burma, Sudan,

Tiber, lran, Cuba, Belarus, Vierrram and

Sri Lanlz, and the caste-disclimination

againsr the Dalirs in lndia. I
l{r. Ban Ki-moon, eigth United Nation Secretary General
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HBF poys visit ro TCHRD

Director of Heinrich Boell
Foundation. (HBF) India Ofiice, Dr
Michael Koberlein, and Asia
Programme Coordinaror in HBF
Berlin Head Office, Ms. Christriaae
Molt, paid a yisir to thc TCHRD
office in Dharamsala, India. During
the rwo-day visir (25 - 26 Jriy), rhey
interacted wirh the staff members of
the Cenrre. tsorh ofrhem were visiting
TCHRD for rhe first time and ir was
especially significant for Dr Michael
as ir is his firsr official visit after being
appointed as the Director in
December 2006.

The Execurive Director, Mr. Urgen'lenzin, and rhc- Personnel for UN

Affairs and Resource Mobilisation,
Mr. Tenzin Norgay, briefed rhe
visiting HBF delegation about the
aciivities of the Centre with the
SVOT analysis recenrly conducted
by the staff members as a
background. The visit was significanr
in planning furure collaborarion
berween the HBF and TCHRD in
promoting the human righrs of rhe
Tibetan people.

Apart from TCHRD, the
delegation also paid visits ro other
parrners in Dharamsala borh pasr
and current. They include the
Tiberan Centre for Conflict

Resolution, Dolmaling Nunnery arId
the Audio Visual Secrion of the.
Departme nt of Information and
Inrernational Relarions (DIIR).

The staff members of TCHRD are
gratefirl to the Boell Foundation for
its consistent rrusr and collaborarion
for the pasr many years. The Centre
looks forward to furrher collaborarion
in rhe furure in highlighring and
bringing posirive changc to rhe grave
human rights situation in Tibet. I

D.. f,ich.el .nd I!. Cirirtu.n! Yiti ICHRO 5t.fl during thoir visit.t tie Clrtre
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Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy

Top Floor, Na hang Building

GangclEn Kyishong

DhararEala 176215
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E-mail:taphun@lchrd.org: dsala@tchrd.orgi

Ph:0091 1892 223363t22fi74. Fax 225874

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation The State ot Education in Tibet Today (199?l'Sehind

Bars Prison Conditions,.l Iibst (1998) 'Closing the Doors:Re/igious

Repression in Tibet \1ggEl'Conventioh on lhe Rights of lhe Chi'd (Tibetan

Translation) (1998)'Ded,oc;.acy:An Education Sook,et (1998)' Fearless Voices:

Accounts of Tibetan Fonner Political Prisonerc (1998)'Human Rights:Atr

Educaton Eooktet (1998)'4 Gu,de to Human Rghts (1999)'4 guide lo

Democ^cy {1999)'Tales oI Tetrct.Todure ir LDet (1999)'B''e"ng paper fot

travellers to libet (1999) 'Torture and lll-Treatment in Tibet (2000)' Racial

Discnmrnation in Tlbet (2OOO)' lmpoverishing Tibetans: Ch'ha's 
'lawed 

ac'onomic

policy l2ooo\' Desttuction ol Sedhar lnsituta : A Special Repott (2002)

bispossessed: Land a nd Housing Rights in Tibet (2002) 'Strike hard Campaign:

ch;na s crackdown on political dissiderce (2004) ' Slale ol education in

Itbel A human tights perspactive (2OO4t ' Kuxing: To'ture in Tibet (2005) '
Oeath Pena:ty in ahrna (2005) ' lnternational Bill of Hlman Rights (2005)'

TCHRD 1996-2006 ADecade of Human Rights Research ' Railway and China's

Development Strategy in IibetlATale ofTwo Economies' Prisoners ofTibet'
Annuat Repod Human Rqhts Situation in f,bet (1996'2005)

Websile wwY'/.tchrd.org;

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democraq (rCHRD) b an independenl

centre *nicn aim" to promote a;d protect human rights and a demoqratic polity

io, tiu"t tt arurpt" to educate Tibelans on human rights principles and to wort

wilh otherhuman nghts and democracy groups as part ofa woddwide mg]9l:nt
io*aias fnese enas-TCHRo rs.egisiered underthe lndian Socigties Registration

Act 21 of '1850 in 1996

lf you would lrke to subscribe to fCHRD's monthly Human Rights update orlo

orier one of our publications. please send your name and postal details

(rncluding e-mail) lo ouI oftice
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Human Rights begin with you. Your concern

and participation make a difference. Your

support could instillfaith and hope in those who

have been stripped 0f their human dignity.

You benefits and responsibilitias

v You'll receive free ol cost our Human Rights update

, All our publicalions will be sent for free upon request

v You'll receive a membershiPcard

r You canjoin ourcampaigns

, Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members within lndia

LJSS 20i- forstudent members outside lndia

USS40l for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at ds ala@tchrd.org or write to us on

our postal address forfurher inlormation.
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AUGUST 2OO7

GO TEl{T
-A Tibetan anesled in Lithang for political
demonstration (pg 1)

-Chrna afiesl lwo Tibetan women fo'
expressing support for Trulku Tenzin
Delek in Lithang (pg 1)

-RonggyeAdrak's fate temain uncedain
(p9 3)
-China arrest th.ee nePhews of
Ronggye A'drak in Lithang (Pg 4)
-Tibetan people in Lhasa rcel undet influx

ol Chinese migrants (Pg 5)
-Vigilance and restriction stepped up in
and around Lhasa City (Pg 5)
-The Chinese authorities transfel Adruk
Loppe to an unknown location, arrest

another Tibetan nomad (Pg 6)

TCHRD ACTTVITTES BULLET]1I
,The Executive Director greets Tibetan
hunger strikers (pg 7)
-The Executive Director addresses
protest rally (pg 7)
-Assistanl Oirector gives a talk at LTCV
School (pg 7)
-TCHRD gives a talk to Trichy colloge
students (N 7)

According ro confirmed information
received by theTibetan Cenre for Human

Righa and Democracy (TCHRD), Rooggay

AUrak, a Tibetan nomad from Lithang was

arresred for staging politicd &monsuation
yesterday during an officid anniversary

funcrion.
On I Augusr 2007, an oflicial funcrion

for the 8Oth Founding Anniversary of the

People's Liberalion Army (PLA) was

organized by thc Lithang Counry
governmenl A large number ofpeople fiom
differenr walks of life from Lithang area

converged to witness the ofticial frrncrion

and rhe famous annua.l horse race. Just bcfore

rhe start ofrhe official 6.rnction at around

I I a.m., when rhe Chiefguesr, the officials

and the general public w?re present,
Ronggay Adrak, a 52-year-old Tibetan
nomad from Youru Vtllage, Lirhang Counry
Kardze "Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture"

('TA?') Sichuan Province, went up to the

stage ro offer a rraditional Tibetan scarfro
Lithang Ky3bgyon- the Chief Lama of
Lithang Monastery. Ronggay Adrak then

Two Tibetan women, O'dho and Apha

Bhomo, both in rheir lare 50t and residents

of Othok Village, Nyagchuka County,

Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
"TA?" Sichuan Province, were atrcsted on

19 July 2007 by thc Nlzgchuka Counry

Public Securiry Bureau (PSB) officials oo

alleged 'crime' of insrigating people ro join

their call fortulkuTenzin Delekt release,

according ro confumcd information received

by rhe Tibetan Centre for Human fughts

and Democracy (TCHRD) Borh women

are currendy detained ar Nyagchuka County
PSB Derention Centre and authorities are

Rongg.y A'dr.t O TCHRD

seized the microphone and shouted rhe

following slogans in front of the large

gathering -"The Ddai Lama should return

ro Tibei', "Release Panchen Lama", "Tibet

wanrs Independence". He then wenr to call

for the people ro stop fighting among
themselves on the land, water dispute and

on the collection ofYartsa Gunbu caterpillar

frrngus (Tib: Yart-sa Gunbu, Iiotanica.l name:

cordyceps sincnsis). conllnu. lt ntn prge

known to have denied visitation right to their

relarivcs. O'dho, a mother ofnine children,
was born in SholongTownship, Nyagchuka

Counry, Kardze "TAP", Sichuan Province-

In addition, it was learnt that borh O'dhot
sons, Kalsang Sungrab and Tenzin Tsoknyi

were barred fiom attending their respecrive

schools. TLnzin Tiioknl who was mrdl ng ar

a private school in Lithang Counry was

barred from atrending the school and

authorities even put restricrioo on their
movement.

The prorests were sparked after reception

ceremony at Kham Nalanda Thekchen

Cortnu! at Pags 2
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Cortlnu.d ftorn prlvbul prge

Later Ronggay AUrak climbed down flrom

rhc stage and wenr srraighr to Naglu
Tenzin, a monk who was actively involved
in the Chinese "Parriotic education
campaign" to denounce his double
sondard in dealingwith the religious affairs

o[rhe monastery in presence ofthe chief
guest and the general public. He later

climbed rhe srage agaio and conrinued
shouring slogans which rhe general public
joined in unison before he was arrested by
Kardze local police and raken away ro an

unknown place. Sensing fcar for the safery

of Ronggay Adrak, scores of people from
Litlang Yonru Yillage went to Lithang
Counry Office ro cdl for his immediate
release and to ascenain his whereabouts and
condition. They even demonstrated inside
rhe compound ofthe Counryofficc calling
for his immediate release and respect of
Tiberan peoples righr to freedom of
expression and opinion.

According to a rcliable source, a fcw
people cven broke into the Counry Office
to demaod for his immediarc relcasc.

Sensing the frrrther escdation oftension,
the police officer even threatened the
villagerswirh firing pisrol into the air. The
Tibetan people unmoved by the threats,
weathercd incessant rain on that day
ploceeded forward with rheir demand. It
was learnt that the villagers finally returned
to rhcir placc only after the ofticials agrced

to release Ronggay A'drak the next day at 2

p.m. According to aro.her rcurce, "Vhile
rerurning to their place, rhe villagers called for
Tiberans, followers ofrhe Dalai lama and pro-

independence to joio them. They even said

rhat ifrhe aurhoriries did nor release Rong5ay

A&ak roday by 2:0Opm they will organize a

mass demonstration in fiont oIthe derention

centre no matterhowmuch restrictioo officials

pur on rhem." Thc siruation in Lithang
Counry is known to be very rensc. Strangely
rhis time thc local officials compliance with
the demands of local Tiberans was

unprecedenred. However, it is difficult ro
predict rhe future course ofthe case.

TCHRD expresses ir deepest coucern at

the arrest ofRonggay Adrak for cxercising his

polirical rights and demands his immediate
release. The Peoplei Republic ofChina(PRC)
should abide by the rights guaranreed in the
constitution and orher major internarional
covenants and ueaties which she is parry to.

Freedom ofrr.pression is a fundamental human

right which is a prerequisite to the enjoyment
ofall human rights. TCHRD seeks the suppon
ofhuman rights groups and the international
commuoiry in securing his rclease. The Centre
deems rhe case as an ourright clampdown on
rhe freedom of opinion and expression.
TCHRD willcontinue ro monitor rhesituation

and will update on the issue as and when

further information surfaces, I
Cotltlnucd lron pag! 1

Jangchup Choeling l,Jonastery was
interrupted by Chinese officials objecting ro
placing a poruait oflitlku Ttnzin Delek on to
the throne ofa newly constructed assembly

prayer halL(1ib: Dhukhang). The monastery

was founded byTiulkuTcnzin Delek in 1987
and namcd Kham Nalanda Thekchen

Jangchup Chocling by the late Panchen Lama.

It was reponed that a large number ofgeneral
public prescnt during rhe ceremony have

exhibited a clear sign of disapproval of
aurhorities' decree and highhandedness in
handling rhe matter

h the aftermarh of the incidenr, a huge
public protest was held by the local Tibecan

people while some went to lodge rheir
complaint to the higher aurhorities in
Chcngdu, Sichuan Province, while other
group ofTibetans from Nyagchuka Counry
who went to lodge a similar complainr
regarding authorities highhandedness in
dealing with the marter were knowo to have

been detained by Nyagchuka PSB ofticials.
O'dho and Apha Bhomo, like other locals of
Lirhang and surounding areas are ardenr

O'dho O TCHRD

supponers oflIrulkutnzin Dclek and called

upon the authorities rhat Trulku, was

wrongly convicted and is innocent.
The current sitrutioo in Lirhangand orher

surroundiog areas are reeling under high
tension following recent spate of public
prorests. The authorities are known ro be

taking no chances by keeping constant
zurveillance on any suspms. The recent cases

of arbitrary arrest and detention were
recorded from the area highlighting a clear

violation offrrndamental human rights of
rhe libetan people.

TCHRD exprcsses its deepest concero at
the recent series of arbirrary arrest and
detention ofTibemns in Lithang area for
exercisiog rieir fundamental human righs
in pcaceful and non-violence means. The
Centre calls for rhe immediatc and
unconditional release ofO dho and Apha
Bhomo, arbirariiy deained solely for havrrg
participated in peaceful demonsrrarions
during which opinions werc expressed

peacefully and the readmission ofO dho!
children to their respeoed schools and also

to lift the ban on their movement-

TCHRD calls upon rlre Peoplbt Republic
of China (PRC) to srop rhe practice of
arbitrary arresr and detenrion and urgendy
seeks the intervention and suppon of rhe

interriational civil sociery groups and rhe
relevant UN mandares on promorion and
protecrion ofhuman rights insecuring their
early release.

TCHRD once again cdls upon the PRC
government to giveTiulkuTenzin Delek a

free and fair re-trid as pcr the internacional
sundard legal norms and pracrices. The
Centre believes thalTiulku is innocenr and
was wrongly implicared in the bombing
incidenr and urges rhe Chincse aufiorities
to asccnain his whereabouts, wdl-being and
release him unconditionally. I
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Ronggye Adrok's fote remoins uncertoin
The Tibctan Ccntrc for Human Rights

and Dcrnocracy (TCHRD) is highly
conccrncd at thc wcll bcing of Ronggye

A'drak who has bcen arbitrarily
dctaincd sincc I August 2007 for saging
a public protest during thc official
function organised by rhc Lithang
Cqunry Govcrnmcnt on I August 2007
for the 80th Founding Annivcrsary of
Pcoplc's Libcration Army (PLO) and

annualLithang horce racc. Hc is known
to havc becn dctained at thc Lithang
County Public Sccurity Burcau
Dctcntion Centrc. Thc centcr is fcarful
rhat thc authoriticswill use torturc upon

Ronggl"e Adrak during dctcnrion, as ir

is a rcgular featurc in all Chincsc
adminisrercd prisons and detcnrion
ccntcrs,

In the aftcrmath of the arrcst of
Ronggye A'drak and the scvere

rcstrictions imposed rhereafter for fcar

of massivc popular uprising, TCHRD
obraincd cxclusive picrures depicring

the tension in thc arca. According to

sources, thc local authorities ofLithang
Counry havc becfcd up the sccuriry bY

scnding large number of armed police

forccs ro the arca and barrcd pcoplc

from rravcling. Thc situation in Lirhang

in eastern Tibctan Kardzc Provincc
"Tibctan Auronomous Prcfecturc"
('ThP') still remains tcnsc aftcr Ronggyc

Adrak's arrcst and authorirics' long
impasse ovcr pcoplc demand for his

immcdiate relcasc sincc his arrcst on I
August. Akhough rhe local ofticials had

promiscd to relcase him the ncxt day

ar 2:00 PM so far thcre has bccn no

positive responsc rcgarding his rclcase.

According ro somc mcdia rcports, local

Tibetan supportcrs of Ronggyc AUrak

in Lirhang who havc bcen protcsting

oursidc thc Bovernment officc in
Lithang for thc past wccks have
wirhdrawn aftcr local Tibctan lcadcrs

bcggcd thcm to lcave in ordcr to avoid

a violent crackdown.
ln light of thc strong apPcal madc

earlier by his son and nephew who are

in exilc, thc Ccntre urgcndy sccks rhc

intcrvcntion and supPort of rhe

intcrnational civil socicty groups and thc

relevant UN mandatcs on promotion and

protcction of human rights in sccuring

his early relcasc, Thc Ccntrc decms thc
c:rse as an outright clamp down on thc
flreedom of opinion and cxprcssion.
Frcedom of cxpression is a fundamcntal
human righrs which is prercquisirc to

thc cnjoymcnt of all human rights.
furiclc l9 of rhe Univcrsal Dcclaration

of Human Rights proclaims, "Everyone

has the right co frccdom ofopinion and

exprcssion; this right includes freedom

ro hold opinions without inrerferencc
and to seek, rcccivc and impart
information and ideas through any
mcdia and rcgardless of fronticrs".
Arriclc 35 o[ rhe Constitution of thc
PRC guarantccs 'freedom of cxpression,

of rhc press, of asscmbly, of associarion,

of proccssion and of demonstration".

TCHRD also calls upon the PRC

Bovcrnmcnt to rclease all political
prisoners who havc becn arrcsted and

deraincd for cxercising rheir
fundamental human righm enshrined in

rhc UDHR, hcr constitution and many

other international covcnants and
rreaties that shc is party to. TCHRD
considcr Ronggye AUrak's call a gcnuine

exprcssion of localTiberans' conccrn and

despair thar continue ro exist in Tibet
as a resulr o[ China's repressivc policies.

The PRC should immcdiately address

thcsc gcnuinc conccrns of locl Tibctan

peoplc rathcr than tightcning noosc

around theTibctan pcoplci fun&mcntal
human rights. I

A convoy ot PAP vehlch8 .t thc Llth.ng Horso

Racc Ground. A group ol PAP fotc!! c.n be

38rn tt tie backorcund

53

A group of PAP torcos marching with the lull
protsctive rrmour ln the aftotmati of Lithang

Prota.t

A co{yoy of PAP vehlcl€s in ono of whlch

Rongqyo A'drek i! ttlovn to h.va bo€n blen
altor lho protelt

Tho rcmrinr of ts.r gar sh6ll whlch wa3 used

on Tib.taI demon3trltor
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Chino orrest lhree nephews of Ronggye Adrok in Lithong
6o

The Tiberan Ccntrc for Human fughrs
and Dcmocracy (TCHRD) rcceivcd
confirmcd information from reliable
sourccs rhat thrcc morc Tibetans wcre
arrcsrcd from Yonru Kharshul Villagc,
Ponkar Township, Lirhang County in
conncction wirh Ronggye AHrakt case

following continued mass protesl by his
suPPor(€rs.

In rhc aftcrmath of Ronggyc Adrak's
arrcst, scvcre rcstrictions wcrc imposed
in Lithang and surrounding areas for rhe

fcar of massive popular uprising.
Supportcrs of Ronggye Adrak arc known
ro have stationcd outsidc the Counry
Public Sccurity Burcau (PSB) Office fior

wccks afrcr his arrest on I August 2007
demanding his carly rclcasc. In an
attcmpt to inrimi&tc thc supporrers of
Ronggyc Adrak, thc Lithang Counry
govcrnmcnt scnt additional conringenrs
of Pcoplc's Armed Policc (PAP) as a

rcinforccment to moniror and rcstrict rhc
activitics of his supporters.

According to the source, "Lithang PSB

officcrs along wirh PAP forces as per rhc
order given by rhc highcr authoriries,
arrcsted a few leading supporters who
havc bcen dcmanding rhe rcleasc of
Ronggyc ,{drak for the past few weeks."

"On thc wcning of 2l August 2007, a

largc number of Lirhang PSB and PAP
forccs suddcnly stormed into Adrakl
nativc village, Yooru Kharshul Villagc,
Lithang Counry, Kardze'Tibetan
Autonomous Prefectu rc" (TAI), Sichuan
Provincc and arrcsrcd three of his
nephcws. It was confirmcd by the sourcc
that the Lithang PSB and PAP forces firsr
stomped into thc house of Adrak and

enquircd about Adruk Lopoc, a monk
of Lithang Monasrery who has bccn
leading thc call for his releasc. In rhe

absencc of Adruk Lopoc, thc PSB

officers and PAP forccs arbitrarily
dcrained two of his brothcrs, Adruk
Gyatso and Adruk Nyima and forcibly
rook rhcm ro rhe local PSB Dcrention
Ccntrc. Thc PSB officers and PAP
forccs cvcn ransackcd rhcir cntirc
house looking for any evidcnce that thcy
could charge rhcm with."

Thc sourcc furrhcr told thc Centre
rhat'Adruk I.opoe aftcr learning about
thc arrest of his rwo brothcrs went ro
Lithang Counry PSB Oflice aftcr a fcw
hours and told rhe offrccr that'l am
rhe pcrson you arc looking for and I
dcmand thc rclcasc ofmy two brorlcrs'.
Howsvcr, thc PSB officers arrestcd him
withour complying wirh his demand."
TCHRD is highly conccrncd about rhe
wcll being of Ronggyc Adrak and rhree
of his nephews who arc all being
arbitrarily dcrained by the Lirhang
Counry PSB officcrs and PAP forces.

Torturc being endemic and a regular
fcaturc in rhe Chincsc administercd
prisons and dctcntion centrcs, thc
Ccntrc cxprcsses its dccpcst conccrn
about rhe wcll-bcing and safety of
Ronggyc Adrak and thrcc of his
ncphews.

As the prcscnr situation in Lithang
is still known ro be tense aftcr the
aurhorities' arrest of Ronggyc Adrak
and three of his nephews, rhc Centre
calls upcn the Pcoplc's Republic of
China (PR.C) to stop thc practice of

Adruk Lopo OTCHRD

arbitrary dctcntion and urgcntly sccks

the intcrvcntion and support of rhe
international civil sociery groups and rhe

rclevant UN man&tes on promorion and
protcction of human rights in securing

their early rclcase. Thc Ccntrc dccms
thc casc as an outright clampdown on
the frccdom of opinion and cxprcssion
and dcprivation of liberry by arbirrary
detention.

Frecdom of exprcssion is a

fundamcntal human right which is

prercquisitc ro rhc tnjoymcnt of all
human rights. Article l9 ofrhe Universal
Declaration of Human Righrs srares

that, "Everyone has rhc right ro frecdom
of opinion and exprcssion; rhis right
includcs freedom ro hold opinions
wirhout intcrfercnce and ro scck, rcccive
and imparr information and idcas
through any media and regardlcss of
fronricrs". Article J5 o[ rhc Consrirurion
of thc PRC guaranrccs "freedom of
expression, of the prcss, of asscmbly, of
association, of procession and of
dcmonsrrarion". I

Adrut Gyrtso @TCHRD
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Tibetqn peoPle in Lhoso
reet under influx of
Chinese migronls

According to rcliablc info rmatio n

rcceived by the Tibetan Ccntre for
Human Rights and DemocracY
(TCHRD), rhe Tiberan people in Lhasa

Ciry rccl undcr massive influx of Chinese

migranrs now pouring into Lhasa Ciry

in wakc of unprccedentcd flooding in

lowcr plains of Mainland China.

Unpreccdented rain in South Asia,

particularly in China, havc causcd

massivc floods and watcr logging in thc

lowcr plains o[ China causing massive

damagcs and washcd away rhe homes and

dwcllings of hundreds and thousands of
Chincse pcople.

The source also said rhat in light of
millions lcft homelcss and without future

prospects in Mainland China, rhousands

of ihino" pcoplc affecrcd by floods in

largc numbcr werc pouring into Tibct on

rhe rccendy built Qinghai-Tibct Railway'

This unprecedcnted movcmenr of
Chincse migranrs to Lhasa has Put
prcssure on rhe local Tibctans and their

day-to-day livelihood.

Thc Chincse migrants werc known to

do any kind of work thcy wcrc given by

thcir clients. Howevcr, since rhc

beginning of lriy 2007 ' rhe population

o[ Chincse migrants in Lhasa ciry has

increased in ma mmorh ProPortion'
Thousands of rhcm rcmain iobless in

Lhasa. They wcrc now beginning Io

cxprcss thcir anger and frustration
amongst themsclvcs over rhe lack of jobs

and employmenr ProsPects.
Due ro rhe unprcccdentcd pressure of

population dcnsiry causcd by large influx

of Chinese migrants, rhe Lhasa citY,

parricularly thc local Tibctans werc now

reeling under a difficult situarion they

have nevcr faccd or anticipared. The

pricc of commoditics and csscntial goo&

wcre skyrockering and the inflation has

reached apogee of height. The priccs of
esscntial food and commodiries such as

mcat, butrer and cereals werc increasing

at frenetic pacc. This development has

srirrcd rhc anxicry of localTibctans abour

rheir day to day livelihoods. Since the

beginning of ltJY 20O7, thc Chinese

officials have ordcred thc Lhasa Public

Securiry Bureau (PSB) to round up the

bcggars in rhc strcets and ro scnd back

ro rhcir respcctive homctowns and

rcgions. Thc beggars wcre issued with

severe order not to cver rcrurn to Lhasa

streets.

Today there arc numerous
uncmployed Chincse migraot workers

and fortune scekers straying the srreets

of Lhasa. Ironically, the Chinese

officials are doing norhing to look after

rhe isue of mushrooming uncmployed

Chincse migrants in Lhasa Ciry while

on the other hand rhe Tibetan bcggars

were high-handedly svictcd from Lhasa

streets and dispatchcd to hintcrland

countrysidc.
ThcTibetan Centre for Human Rights

and Dcmocracy (TCHRD) exprcsses its

grave conccrn over the siruarion of
ongoing influx of massive Chinese

migrant workers and Fortunc seekers

inro Tiber. Wc also request the Chincsc

government to addrcss rhreats and

ih"ll.ngo posed ro the livelihood of
Tibetan pcoplc in and around Lhasa'

Turnins, blind eyc to such situation is a

blatant violation of the human rights of
the nativc peoPle and a stark

conrradicrion to rhe spirit of Chinese

Constitution and those of international

laws. I

Vioilonce qnd restric-
tio-n stepped uP in ond
qround Lhoso CitY

Thc Tibetan Ccntrc for Human Rights

and Dcmocracy (TCHRD) rcceivcd

confirmed information from reliable

sourccs thar in light of the ongoing
hunger srrike by rhe Tibctans in Delhi,

lndia for thc last rwenry six days and

rhe convergence of rhousands ofTibetan

from all walla of life in Dclhi in nexr

few days for sraging a massive

demonstrarions has sti rred thc
sentiments of Tibetan people inside

Tibct.
According to a rcliable sourcc, it

seems thar rhe Chincsc authoritics in

and around Lhasa Ciry have issued rersc

instructions to travel agencies in and

around Lhasa Ciry that rheY were not

suppose to provide help or assistance

to any oi expatriare Tibetans comrng

ro Lhasa ciry during the coming deys'

ll rhey do so they would be dcalr wirh

dire consequences of facing closure of

,1r.i1 112vel agency business if any

untoward incidenr rakes Place.

The travel agencies were particularll'

direcred to Pay extra arrenrion and

vigilance on those Tibetans who come

from America. In wake of heightened

vigilance in and around Lhasa ciq'-, rhe

Chinese officials ordered the Lhasa

Public Securirv Bureau (PSB) ro round

up the beg8ars in rhe streets and to send

back and handed them back to rhe

officials of respective homerown and

region from where rheY had came

from. Thc beggars were issued wirh

severe order nor to ever return to Lhasa

stteets.
The tea shops, lnrerner cafes .and

telephone boorhs etc in all streers and

allel'ways of Bakhor (cenrral market)

were infiltrared by security police men

in civilian dress lr is elso reported rhat

the number of police fbrces in civilian

dress were also increased significantly

to deal with any unroward incidcnt'

Moreover, restriction and vigilance was

also stepped up in offices, schools,

homes of ex-polirical prisoners and

rhosc of people whom rhe government

deemed suspicious or normally held

sus p icio us.

Ir is also said that the Chinese

officials have already carried our

investigarions and taPPcd on the

movements of rhese Tibetans but so far

no one is reported ro have been

arresred or detained.
The Tiberan Cenrre for Hurnan

Rights and f)emocracv (TCH RD)

expresses its serious concern over

srcpping up ofrestricrion in and atound

Lhasa City. Such resrticrion and

vigilance often give way to serious

violations ol Tiberan PeoPle's
fundamental human rights in rhe name

of mainraining "srabiliry and secur ity"

by the Chinese aurhorities. We appeal

to rhe Chinese authorities ro recall the

imposition of restriction and vigilance

and not to hinder rhe rrormal lil. ,-,1

rhe Tibetan people. I
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The current fate and whereabours ofA&uk Deputy Director ofrhe Democradc Manage- beran people in Lirhang area a geouinc expr6-Lopoe' a45-vearold monk whowas atrested -.i* c".o,ir,*iolicl 
"rlia-gt a-"X^- ;;;;ffi#;;"..s and despain rlrar con_by the Lidrang c-ounrv Public securitr Bu- 

".y. 
rrt orrai. crilri""gr" p"i.y* r- ,inu",o J, in-"ttl*,erpan ofribet asa resultreau (PSB) officials on the eveningof 2l 1{u- y"n rrt- rc,-J ," 

"a-in;",",,ir" o,grn. orcrr"",, *ir.o*iJ" poricies. The governmentgusr 2007. srillremain unknown. According esablished in r l"rz tn..tig,o* ior,i,r,io;, i, ;i p;il:;il;;i:. .f China (pRC) shouldtoconfirmed inlormarion received byrheTf riu", 
"ra 

,*.^, *.J ,.i,.d.. ,h. tr6 "p"- i.-i",.ly.ddr.o rhe concerns oflocal.r-i-betan cenrreforHuman tughsand bemoc_ 
".,;. **a"*i.r:,." Irs",H.,h."J* ffi.;;/#;L suppressing rhem widr

;""1,T:l]"*" ],^*f 
tithang Counry pSB of_ ,oign"d from rh. for, n t'tf**o,*Ang io iron [sr.rrcrals releared Adruk Gva6o and.Adruk spirirual and polirical ramihcation rharir fres tcrtno ott. upon,r,e pRCgovernment, 

affi'X3;,tf;ffiIm:Ht ffii;j:lfli{:.,fg"""*ang},.;i,i ."".,.i,*.rt"iirtuu_,nRifrsCoun.lto
be,nderdosesurveir"n."lroro'r;r,g"u.i.r rx.DMC;;;;fr.,proio,i.r.-.du- 5:,:ffi1*:*#ffi+trfiHlf,,,rHderenrion at Lirhang counry PSB De-tenrion -,i.n" --p"ig' J"ng,;,h edi,h;; ;i;#oioi:fi-rion. faidr and peacefirrc-enne' Adruk Lopoe was ktown tohave beeo go'"..-.nioft.idr. fire patrioricre-educa .xpr."rion of rh.i, 

""pirations 
which are en-uansferredroorheranunknownlocarionby;"r;;;;,g;;;"r'J..Dccrrr-is.,.r.ii".Jr'J.."rrtiturionandmajorUNhu_

...Admk ropoc was born in r e62 ,. ^o* il1,?'i*1-;ffJf#*;flnru:::: ;a;;;;H"nd co,,eoanrs rhat she is
rvangdue (farher) and Ronesve Tsewang ries ofpolltical r.r* inrJ i"on"oic srudies as a ' ult or".."t 

"rra 
aetentions in Lidrang inDolma (morher) in yon* rcrir.hut viu,g-l r,il[i;;;;lr.". *o*-*, a- d'onorogicar onder:Ponkar Township, Lirhang Counw. Karjr. *"*"a Affi?,. Ji. i"*_*a,f,.a**- a) Chi-na inrensified rcsrricrion in Tiujku"Tiberen Auronomous pre-fecrure.,'(.,TAr.,) ;il;;ffi;"; L".Jhe pauiotic re- il;#;ilil;;ry on r9July20o7 rhesichuan Province He was the eldesr am."g il:;;;;;;; il".Ii',nor,,. *r.t Chinese authoriries in Lithang c_ounry prohi&seven childreo of Adrukrsarg familv. a1 '.trl ,ia rr;il;;til;f ;rid.rr ,nrestin r,.a ,[. .."i" .i**am Naranda Thekchenageoreighr,AdrukLopoewarorcr2insdass,aigi.#ir";;rrl'*ii.'h",h"chino."u j;;ilffi;;,ilonasrery 

in Lidnngfiommonk and ioined dre Lithang Monastery ove. *.i,i.a*. 
^" -** "rJ',i-r a^ia** ,o,,i;;: 

d;;ior.monyo,-.,-rurku.,un inrhe vears' Adruk l-opoc excelled in Buddhisr tn v., *oJ.. ,n.ia-"ilfrc arg*, ir,), ;iil.:ffiiil:fig rhe inaugurarion of astudies that he was larer appointed 
" 
.h-, urilt , "10-y*r-.liti.,"n .or.a -a " newly buirr assembry ptayer har.master CItb: Omzey) of dre Monasrerv. Adruk a,r,* 

"in,.-.iirar..-fr.il'6rakar Lase vl- 6 fi;iffi; J.men, o,dho and Aphaalso worked as thc disciolinarv masrer (T-rb' irc., il;g;il;",f *iio-rya.oir"a Bhomo, borh in rheir rate 50.sa,,.,d residens ofGeykoe) arYonru Rabg'eling i4onasrery fot f.om 
" 

guo-rhous. rn Ch.ngdr, rh.,provin- odrokMllage, Nyrgchu.lq counry, Kardzel-.i-fewyears'oneofr}ellJsmdlermonasteries.i"l."piJ.isi;;;i.ri"*..e,a"o,n. 
beran Autonomous-prefecrure,.TAp., sichuanaffiliared ro Lithang Monaserv lr is also.lea,n, o.",,i"p.pi"i.rii,iffi.,**.rr- a;;,J,;i.;;*on I9Jury2007byrhethar Adruk iusr berore his anest on 2I Augusr brieflv del,i"i *il.i#iln., *"" ,l;,: il;;;ilt;uf,iubric sec,riry Bureau2007 was on a shon break afte' a v'atl-ong r"g",tr' H;.*J-*;iil1i,io h"r. gir"n tpsril.m.rrr."'"iLged .crime,of 

insrigaringmedirarion rereatarYonru Rabevelinp MonI 
"Jtp..in. 

r*-, r.ii" ilJorLo,ror., -a peopre to join dreir ca.lrLrTnrlkuTcnzin Derek,,".reryLidrangcounrv.ea,ukt-o-poetiasbeen;"ilil;;;;;"r1r-i,l***0.r". release.

qo1!,#lj!E *:?lffihi:Ilffi rli:l*#**,",]"'#en'lion in ,he c) , Aususr 2ooz, Rongsve A drak was ar.
oru*,ilinsao.i"n;i;;c."";;;;.p".kt ,i"1"*,.ia:iJl#';'ffiffiilfi1 nLi::m"*;l;?;r"i]ilHffif:jingabout the imponance ofrhc DalaiLama s rhough rwo 

"r 
hi,'".pi#'*;* *r*""0, ru*,i "rr["f,u** crowd gathered for rhererum toTibet ro a largeTibean crowd gath- h."."r." ea'* r"rfl'i-.,"rr"t -a n'arJ ;i};#:)i[il. cunenrryknown roerod ftr dre horse-rrc fesival eartia dris monrh' ,,ir -n,inr. ,o b. dlo;nJi'ii" -no..d be detained ar Lirhang Lounry psB Derenrion

_ 
OO.l l-* y*.rso a very srrong propo_ Chines. "r,l,oriuesl 

, 
Cenue.nenr ol rhe need o[education for rhe vouth since dre b,eginningof2ff]0. Kardze remains d) lg A,gusr 2007, t (hok. e Tibetan neand a leading advocate a*ainsr deforesta rion, a hoapot of'peac+iip"i, i.rr p-roo r.". mad and friler offive driidrerr from Drka.r [.rselumberingand witdlife hundne i, Icrd"e. Th. *h.*';i;gJ;;;l;;';;l-. *"r. "r- vix"ge, Lrh",,g cor;; wasarbirarirydetanedlocal populace beliwe that' h"is genuine calls resred for ,i.i, 

"p"" 
i.n-i?.fcalring for Fo--" gu..rho-*" in ihengdu. sichuan.and concerns over rhevean mav have infi.rri- freedom 

"rd 
,h;1, ..;;;.;; d"monrirrt. .;;l frg*;;:"iarge number of Lidungated rhe authoriries drar he was our ""do" *'16,.1,,o,re",ir-J,iarrp?*"r r*a.^. n il;;J'"p^p*;*..'irdd"nry sror-"d inrodosc warch and rhus arresred lii.. .qd.uk 

1",*. 
, T;;i;f i;""#,f,*.ff,a ,*t .*r, RongryeAdrak,s nati,eviflage, yonru Khanhul

f;.ff " 
*t"-*o*', a.d respecred figure in Lothok and rwo feffil. rrf-[^"o of-r.uftu v la[,-uthang counry ar6itrariry arresed

During ree7.e8, ar rhe heighr o.parrioric i:il,l,itjr+r*rqp:m* il',i"'TJffiT**Hffi ,t#::f":,mmlf,fl:;f"Tj,#iT. ,':tXd,ilri..r,irl"liu.,d;. ;"ie;;;*f,J.[ii,r,,.,,,_"ft.,ih"i.
nericsinTibct'Adrukr"p***"p[i."aa TCHRDonsidersthe recentcallsofdreTi ffiiffi.mfllHtH',,:"T***
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The Executive
Director greels
Tibeton hunger
strikers

On 4 August 2007, Ugcn Tenzin,
Exccutivc Dircctor, TCHRD grccted

thc Tibcran hungcr strikers in Delhi in

a tcsturc of support and solidarity.
Along with the Dircctor, other staff
membcrs comprising assistant director

Jampa Monlam, researcher Tash i

Choephal and office assistant Bugahgah

distributcd Centrc's publicarions; annual

report, spccial reports and posters to
the Tibcrans and local pcople who
participatcd in rhe peaccful protest. The
protest rallics and proccssions "The
Pcoplc's Movement" in Dclhi was

organiscd by the four promincnt Tibcran

NGOs in Dharamsala, Himachacl
Pradesh, lndia. The Centrc made its
prescncc felt by disseminating crucial
informarion on the human rights
situation inside Tiber on the occasion.

I

New Delhi: TCHRD statl memb.rs dlrtributing
C€ntre's publicatiors

The Executive
Director oddresses
protest rolly
Mr. Ugycn Tcnzin, the Executtve
Director ofthe Centre gavc an addressal

speech to thc Tibetans who have

participatcd in a candle light vigil on 8

August 2007, ar Mcleod Ganj rown, thc
residcnce of rhe Dalai Lama. Thc
Dircctor spokc on the occasion about

rhe state of rhe Human righrs situarion

insidc Tiber.
Earlier in rhc morning, rhc peaceful

proresr rally was carried out and was

organized by four promincnt Tibetan
NGOs. The pcaccful protest rally
proceede{ from Mcleod Ganj town to
Kachcri rown in lowcr Dharamsala. 1

Assitont Director
gives o lolk ot LTCV
School

On l4 August 2007, thc assistant
Director, Mr, Jampa Monlam was

invited to deliver a talk to thc reachers

and the students of Lower TCV School

on thc topic the "Qinghai-;Tibe t
Railwry'and its consequcnces for the

Iives of ordinary Tiberans in Tiber. I

TCHRD gives o tolk
to Trichy college
sludents
Thc Rcgional Tibetan Youth Congress
(RTYC) of Tiruchappali, Tamil Nadu,

invired rescarcher Ch u kora Tscring
Agloc to delivcr a rcsourcc talk for
participants of thc Vorkshop. Thc
Tibctan College Students of Trichy
organized the '!(orkshop on Univcrsal

Declaration of Human righis (UDHR)
and the Human rights situation inside

Tibct. On l8 August 2007, Mr. Tseing

Agloe gavc an introductory talk on
Conceprs and Principlcs of Human
rights, its origin and thc legal history
behind the drafting of Universal
Dcclararion o[ Human rights (UDHR).
Hc also gave a talk on Unired Narions

and irs functions. Larer in rhc afternoon,

the srudents wcre given insighrs inro
Human righrs situation in Tibcr. The
students also undcrtook pecr-lcarning
scssion among thcmselvcs on lS cases

of human rights violations reportcd in
this year alonc. Larer the studcnts
undertook group discussions and group

prescntations on all thc 30 Articles of
UDHR. Mr. Tscring Agloc prcscnted a

gcneral picturc of China's ongoing
dcvclopmenr iniriarives and irs impac

on rhe lives of thc native Tibetans. The
workshop
concludcd with a

hearcd quesrion
and answer
session. I

Ilvorl3hop on Progrq!3
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ll undelivercd. kindy rclum lo:

E-mail:laphun@tchrd.org; dsala@tchld.org;

Ph:0091 1892 223fi31225874, Fax.225874

Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Demosacy

Top Flmr, Nar$ang Building

Gangcibn Kyshong

Dharamsala 1 7621 5

H.P INDIA

Website: wwYi.tchrd.org;

The Tibetan CentretorHuman Rights and Democrary fiCHRD)is an independent

centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity

for Tibet lt attempts to educale Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with olher human righls and democracy groups as part of a woddude movement

towads these ends. TCHRD is registered underthe lndian Societies Registralion

Act 21 of 1860 in 1996

ll you would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights update or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details

(including e-mail) to our oflice.

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation .The State ol Education in Tibet Today 11997)' gehind

Bars Pnson Conditions,a fiDel (1998) ' Closing the Ooors:Rslrgious
Repress,on ,n Lbet ( 1998).Corve ntton on the Rights ol the Ch,ld (Tibetan

Translation) ( 1998).Democtacy.An Education Book,et (1998)' Fearless Voices:
Accounts of Tibeten Fgrmer Political Prisoners (1998)'Human Rights:A,
Education Booklet (1998).4 Guide to Human Rights 11999],'A guide to
Denocecy (1999).Tales ol Tenot.Tonure in Tibet l1.9991'Briefing papet fot
travellers to fbet (1999) .Torture and lll-Treatment rn Tibet (2000)' Racial

Discrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibetans:Chi?al ,lawed economic
policy (2000). Destruction of Se,lha. lnsitute : A Spocial Repod (2002)
oispossessed: Lardand Housing Rilhls in Tibel(2002). Strike hard Campaign:
chinas crdckdown on politicdl dissidence (2004) . State ol education in
Ttbel A human dghls perspective (2OO4) . Kuxing: Torture in Tibet (2005) '
Death Penalty in China (2005) . lnternational Bill of Human Rights (2005)'
TCHRD '1996-2006iA Decade of Human Rights Research ' Railway and China's
Developmenl Strategy in Tibet:A Tale of Two Economies . Prisoners ol llbet'
Annual Report Human Rights Situation in lrbel (1996 - 2006)
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Jolp,lat<b 4Al T?HRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern

and participation make a diflerence. Your

support could instill faith and hope in those who

have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

You banefits and rcsponsibi,iries

, You'llreceive lree ofcostour Human Rights update

, All our publications will be sent for free upon rEuest
v You'll receive a membership card

, You can ioin ourcampaigns

, Annual membership lee:

Rs. 100/- for members within lndia

US$ 201 lorstudent members outside India

US$401 for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at ds ala@tchrd .otg or wrile to us on

our postal address for fu rher information.
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GOI'TEIIT
'TCHRD deplores China s new religious
measures on reincamation (Pg 1)
.China conducts massive Palriotlc
Education Campaign in Lithang (pg 1)

- A former political prisoner comes to lndia
(ps 3)
-Resiriction in Golog Tongkyab Monastery
(ps 4)
'Iibetan boys mrssrng after graffiti calling
for the Dalai Lama's retum (Pg 4)
' A Tibetan music teachea arrested in
Lithanq (pg 5)
- Tibetans arrested in Sog. Nagchtr
County (pg 5)

TCHRD ACT]VITTES BULLETI}'
TCHRD Xvllh Workshop on Human

Rights and Democracy (pg 6)
-TCHRD organised a Panel discussion on
Trbetan Democracy Day (pg 7)
The Executrve Director attends WFDA

Conference rn Philrpprnes (Pg 7)

-fhe Tibetan Centre for Human Righrs

and Democracy (TCHRD) receivcd

confirmed information rhat the Chinesc

government has iusr unleashed a massive

patriotic political campaign in Lirhang.
According to confi rmed information.

in rhc firsr week of September 2o07,
the Chinese governmcnr summoncd the
leaders of rownships and monasreries

in and around Lithang to commence rhe

Parrir-rric Polirical Education Camplign.
Similarly, the concerned officcs and

officials summoncd thc Tibetan people

from rhc Lirhang Monasrery (o rcceive

Chino conducts mossive Potriotic Educotion Compoign in lithong

TCHRD deplores Chino's new
religious meosures on reincornotion
Thc Tibetan Ccntre for Human Rights. According to rhe official statement

and Democracy (TCHRD) deplores the issued by the China's state

government ofthe People's Republic of Adminisrration of Rcligious Affairs
Chinat (PRC) ncw religious rcgulatory (SARA), 'hll rhe reincarnarions of living

measureson thc selecrion ofreincarnates Buddha ofTibcran Buddhism nrusr ger

thlt come inro force from today. governtnenr aPProval, orherwise they are

The Chinat Stare Administrarion of illegal or invalid"'. It is understandable

Religious Affairs (SARA) official from this oew measure that the ccnturier-

issuance of l4-article measutes on old traditional Tibetan sysrem of
reinc-rrnation which came into etTcct recognizing reincarnare lamas is

from today, clearly dernonstrates the irrelcvanr from now on and the Chinese

Chinese Communisr Parry's CPC dccides the legitinracy of rhe
(CCP)ada[ranr irttempt to undcrnrine reincartrate figure

lnd tarnish rhc ceururies-old -fiberan In addirion, according to thc new

tradition of rcligious practicc. It itlso measurcs, "All thc reincarnation
arrempts ro weaken rhe authority of applicarions must bc submirrcd ro rhe

legitimare Tiberan religious leaders rcligious affairs depanment olrhc SARA-'

including rhe Dalai Lama. The new and rhe scate council, respecrively, for

mcasure bars any Buddhisr monk living approval in accordance with fiarne and

outside (lhin'r from secking influencc of thc living Buddha in rhe

reincarnation for himselflor recognizing religious circle." The new measurcs

a "living Brrddha" thus etlectively cnrling intend ro bypass and complcrely deridc

rhc ccnrurics-old Tiberan Buddhisr thc traditional procedure of sclccring

prlctice. Continu. .t nert page

political educarion. The Tiber,rn people

wcrc nrrdc ro lclrn by the (lhinesc

officials .rtr,rrrr hor,r' thc lrisrocrrrts.
ofllcials and scrfi of rhc old prc-1959
Iihcr rrrhjccrcrl thc fihct.ru conrnr(,n(rs
ro oppression, rorture,rnd scrvrrude.
The camp.rign includcd telling 

-l ibcr,rn'
how rhc Chinese liberation ofTibcr has

cmpowered rhe Tibctan comnloncrs to
rrsc up end ro h.rld J. nrrn. iation
sessions (Tib: I'h.rmzing) to rhosc serfs

who had opprcsscd and suppresscd
rhem-

ln the patri<.rric education classcs, the
Chinesc officials raught Tiberans abour
how rhe Chincse govcrnmcnt has

devcloped, improved thc living standards

ofTiberan people and how they are now
enrering a prtrsperous era. fhe Chinesc
officials advised fibetan people thar
Trulku Tenzin Delek and Runggye Adak
werc ungrateful to the Motherland For

all the progress tnd development rnadc

by rhe Chinese gov€rnmenr.'fhey also

explained how Trulku Tenzin Dclek,
Runggyc Adak and a group of evil
Tibetans made scrious mistakes. Picrures

Conlinuo at page 2
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Continued from ptevious pag. oper.ttion,,rf nujrrl rn,rr'".rcries in Iibcr. ,rrrrh,,.rri.. ii,r.,:tullr ,,rtlcrcd rh<

1-h,: qovcrnrncrrt. which ,.licl n,,r rnrrn]is bul,,rv tht agt,rl .:ightcco to
corrtlilrrrtr ro thr nron:rrrclics oper:rring lcarc th. nr,,':,r.tcrics.tntl t,, retttrrr r,,
irrn..l.. r.trrn. nr.ln,rg(nrr,1r cr'ntr,,l ,,1 rlrcir r.r1,..ttr. h,rrncs. l r r . r .1 . I i I r , , r r . . , .

reiocarnare lamas which does nor
requirt the applicarion being submitted
to any rcligious departmcnt or the state

courrcil ftrr approval and completclv
viol.ate rhc right ro freedom ofrcligion.

ln ,r subtle yet conspicuous me'ssage,

cmanaring from the lrew measure
issued by thc SARA, rcincarnares, after
followiug centuries-old tradition of
selecting rcincarnirre lamas by thrir
religious heads including the Dalai
lama in exilc, can no longcr considered
valid unless approved by the Chinese
lurhoritics. The strremen r furrhcr
articulates rhat. "the selccrion of
rcincarnates nrust prescrvc national
uniry and solidariry ofall cthrric groups
and rhc selccrion process cannot be
influenced bv any groups or individual
from outside the counrry."'l'his new
rcguJariou mcasurc is a striking displav
of rhc PRC governnrcnr dcrerrninarion
r(r IiBhten c{)nrrol ()vcr Tihet'.r centurics-
r-rld rcligiorrs rrldirion oi selccring
reinclrnltc'lamas who rre m()sr
rcvered by rhc fairhful fihctan Buddhisr
followers. Thc ncw measure trics ro
assert rhat rhe Chinese Comnrunisr
Parry (C-PO) is thc sole irrhircr in rhc
selecrion of rhc reincarrratcs and
commands citizens ro rcspect rhc
authority of the Parrl,thcreby
completcll bypassing trird ir io nal
procedure.

Apart fronr rhe implcmcrrrarion of
the new lnersure. the Chinest:
authorities cotrtilrue to reinvigor:rte rhe
"patriotic rc-cduclrion" activirics for
nronks and nuns on a rcgular trlsis ar
rll()rrilstcrr(r lrrd nunncrics.
wcrc sevcr.rl crtcl iblr rrprrrtr
reccnt tirrrcr .rbour'rvorli

nr,r rr,rsre rics throttgh [)ento.rrttic
Managcnrcnr (-onrrnittcc ([)M(- i :rrrd

locrl llcligious Afllirs llurcaLr (R{ll).
l)rior trl rhis nreil\r.lt.. a ttcw Me asrrrcs

fi:r rhc'l{cguletion orr Rclisirrrrs Affrrils '

with 5(r articlcs w:rs issued Ily rhc llrh
Sraldirrs (lonrnritrcr: of thr " I'ibcr
Au(onornous Region (" lAl{") l)coplc's
(iovcrnnrcnr on l\) Seprcnrber 2(X)(r rnd
etrtctcd inro firrcc on I Januarv 2007.
Such nrclsure. instcurl of provirlilg
pnrrcction of religioLrs ,rffiils ;rrc airnc.l
.rr cnfirrcing conr pli:rrcc wirh govcrn nrcrr r

lcgul.,ti,,rt.,rntl p,rlir'res,rn r.ligr,rrr.
olglrniz:rrions, religiorrs pcrsonncl. .rrrtl
rcligiorrs citizcn. l-hcsc rcqullrions irnci

ncl nrcasurcs cmpowcr rhe officirrls wirh
lcgal backing to iurcnsih rcsrricrion rnd
cxcrcisc stlrtc crrlrlol .rntl rcpression.

(lhinr nT:rinraincd th,rt ficcrlonr t,f
rcligiorr r. prorcireJ hv its cunsrirrrrrorrr.
in tlr. lcgislari,rn..rn<i rher these lcgal
..rligtr.rrJr .rrc (,,r)\r\tcnl 

"r 
itlr rhc .Prr rr

.rrrd nrain plovisirlr ol inrlrnarron:rl
l!lr'.(nrcnts. Howcvcr. rhc llresr otllci.rl
nclsrrrcs requirirrg rcincltrnate larrrls l
sratc,rpproval. oncc lgirin denonstrlre
thir consritutiotll, legal xld
:rd trr irr is r ra rivc provisions opcrilrc (o
r(\lri\r r.rrhcr th.rrr 1,',,r,,r r(li,-lr,rrr'
ficcdonr rnr] .lcr irs ir nr(xns to hLrr'r thc
t'tlistorrs scrrrinrrnr ot l iberan BLrrldhisr
i,11,'\r,r.. l( Hl{l) rrrgc. rh. ( hrn,,r
,tLtth,rrrtier ro corrlirrrrr ro rntcrrr.rriorrrrl
httttr.rrr lrghrs obligirrrons. conrrrritncrus
rltrtt rvclc rclflirrrrcrl ()r) thc r)ccasi()n ()l

hcr elcctiorr as mcrnl,cr,rfrhc ncw, LJnirccl
ir-.rti,rn' IlLrnr.rrr llishts (lruncil. f

Continued from pago 1

Chino conducls....

.rn<l p.rnrphlers d,:nouncing liulku lcrrzin
[)rlck .rnd Ilunggve Adak wcrc
clisrribrrtcd.

'I hc (lhir:cst rutholitics have not only
bartttcrl thc displ.rr ot rhr: picrurr ot rhc'

I)al.ri l..rrn.r irr otrrr::tstcticr but .rlso in
thc rn,'r,k' r..r.1.rt.... llrc ( hrrr,..c

school. wlrrch talls LrnJcr rh.
rdministration .rnd manlgcrtrcrrt ,rf rhc

Lith:rng Mortistcry. wur closccl down t
and rhc rch,xrl ehildrcrr rvcrc scnt blck
() thrlr rcsp(crivc h()nrc\.

N4crrrrvhilc, rn irtothcr dcvcl()pnrcnr.
thirrr' l)coplc r Arrned Polir:t (l)AP)
rliclcrl l rrronks residencc with rro
w,rrniug during rht night lnd was hcaren

rund torrr,rrcd. Along wirh thar incidcnr,
rhe PAI) also firrcetirllv scizcd a lcrv
residenccs ,rf urrrnks rvho hrvc n.
c()nnecti()n u,irh poliric.rl acrrlirics.

lrt art outrlrBcorr. violatr,rrr ,rl'
rcligious lrccdonr. rhc govcrnnrcrrt civil
scrvants lnd rhosc rctircd civil servanrr
wet c l'tarr,:d frorn circurrrrrnhularirrg
rr,rtrn.l rhc lUonasrcrv, lnd barrcd fiorn
kceping lrrcl pcrfirrming riru.rls on rhcir
llrars. It was concludcd rhat .rrr

ittrctr.rr c Pirtrtori. cduC.lIti) (.lnlp:ltttl
rvis r,r br e.rrricd our orer rr pcri(rl ,rt'
rhrc(' rr()hrh\ by rhc (lhinerr
govcrnrrlcllr in rhc Lirhang-

In adrliriou, rhe displrrr ol rhc picrurc
of rhe Ihlrri l,irnra was lunncd both in
homes and in monasteries. In light of
rhc political unrcsr anrl renrlrn irr
[.irhang irr tht lasr tc*'nronrhs. rh.-
(- h in r-sc qor,crnnriJnt re\()rr\ t(,
intposirion,r1' rcstricrirrrr .rrrrl grrrbr rn

l bizlrrt' cotrrsc r:i ev.rrrs irr l.irh.rrrg.
I lt, r.'trriri,,rr .lnJ llpl(nt(.ll.trrr,n ()r

patrrotic c<lrrc:rtiorr c;rrnplign of rhis
kind rs unprcccdcnrcd in Lirhurrg irr llst
lcrv tlccaJcs.

-['he l'itreran Cenrrc firr Hurran
Righrs .rnrl l)cnrocr.rcr. c\l)r'(s\e\ r{\
srriotts conccrtr .tod worrr' .rb,rttt thr
scalt of htrrrt.rn ri{hr: r'iol.rritrns.rrrl rhc
.lr.r'ul,ti,,rr,'l tlrc,luv r,r-.l.rl rr.r,lru,,n.
oi lihcrrrn pcoplc in l.irhung. l(.H l{i)
appqll5 1() rhc (lhirresc g()vcrnrl(rrr r{)
rcspcct th( hrunln rights rrl lil>ct.rn
pcqrlc in Lithang. I

lh.:r.
irr rhc

co n d rrcring nrandatorv polirical
trainirg firr nronks and nun. ar spccific
rcligious sircs in ldvance oi inrprrlrunt
.rnnivcrsarics lnd orhcr cvcrrts. Ior
cxamplc. thc rcccur inrcrrsilic,rti,rn of
prnhihrri,rrr,rl r r ligi,, rr r r(rrrru(\
during thc holy nronch o[ Saka [)awa
in Lhes,r cit1,. The g()vcrnnrcDt
c()ntir)ucd t() o*crsec rhc duilv
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A former politicol prisoner comes to lndio
(>

A former poliricll prisoner, Ngawlng
Dripsel was released from prison after
compleringhis prixrn rcrm on 6 November
2000, Hc hails t'ronr a hunrble background
in Tsodoe 'lbwnship, Phenpo Lhundup
County, Lhasa Municipality, "Tibet
Auronomous Region" ("TAR"). Ngawlng
Dripsclspcnt much ofhis lifc in l)repun6i
monastcry srudying and doing odd jobs.

He didni receive modern eduetion when
hc was young. Hc spent much ofhis carly
childhood helping perents in household
chores unril he was 20 years old.

He ioined Drcpung Monastcry, oncofrhe
rhree ccnrres of leaming after his plrents
adviscd him. Hc learnr to read, wrire and
orhcr bruic rcligious trriningand srudics for
four years in DrepungMonasrery However,

he alwavs preferred to work in the
monastery's tea srall irrstead.

His connection ro rhe rvorld ofpolirical
.rcrivism bcgan on I 3 May 1992 when hc

along with eight monks clmc () stilgc {
pcacefill pro-independcnce protcr in Lhasa

r,-gainsr Chinese rulc. larcr, eight more

nronks joincd rhem. During the peaccfrrl

demonstrarion, the monks carried Tiberan

Narioorl Flag from Lhasa Menrsckhang,
(l,hasaljbcran Medical lnsdcute) ro Lhirsal

nrain Carhedral shouring slogans c.rlling for
"Tibetan Indepcndcnce". "ehinr qtrits
Tibct". "fonglive rhe Dalai Lami'in r loud
voice. The peaccful pro-independencc
movemcnt hsted abou( 20 nrintltes.

lmmediately rhe Public Security Burcau
(PSB) and Peoplet tumed Policc (PAP) orme

ro rhe prorcsr scenc and swiftly takcn rhenr

to(iutsa Dctenrion Cenrre. Whilc in (lutsr

[)ctenrion Centre, rhev wcre torrurcd and

intcrrogated by an electric prods and other

torru rr' wellPolrs.

Thcy were subjecred ro all kinds of
inhumane torturt's and btatingduring rheir

inrerrogation period. They were fbrced rc
undress. to srand srilland lashed with belrs

worn by the prison guards ruroing their
bodics inro wounds and bruises. larer, fora

half-day rhcy wcre hung bv .r rope from it

rool .rnd made ro facc a rewage flowing
bclow rhern. During rheir fivt months

dcrenrion rn Cursa, they were kept in

separarecells.

On 13 Septerrrbcr 1993, rheY were

broughr to Intermediate Peoplei Cou rt for

rrial. They were convicted for "counrcr-

revolurionerl' crirncs" and'irrstiglrting
reactionrrl' propagand,r"'. All of tlrenr .ucrc

givcn scn tences ofvarving prison terms.
ln rhc prison, lrorr l9()2 rilll9')4 rhev

wcrc m.ldc ro lvork irr vrgcr.rblc f.rrnr. In rhc
prisorr cclls, thev wrr,, nr:rdr ro do hrrrd

lebour, lirrcc cxcrcisc drill lnrm rrrrning r<,

aftcnroon with poor.lirt rrnd hvgicrrt. l'hev

wcre nrtl-trelted. torrured lntlsubjectcd ro

degradcci punishnrcnr..
Ngawang Dripscl turrher t,,-stiflcd rrr the

'l CHllt) rh.rt, rhc (ihirrcsc prison etr.rrds

rcltatcrlly bcaren hrrtl rvith elcuo'ic cettlc
prt'd:rncl :r':r rcsult h, .rrllir, d tr,rrrr ihr',rrri.
hc:rclache in prisorr. Nt:rwlng f)ri[Tscl rlys
hc rr:r:, ncvrr .rdnrrrr,rl to.lirrit irr plisr,rr

cvcn though hc w:rs sick and ir poor phlsictl
condirion.

H is ccllm.rtc, Joden rlier h rs rclcesc li r:nr

prison sct up :r'fiberan rcstarrr,rnr in midst

of I{rrnochc in [-hasa. He cmploved
Ng.rrvang f)ripsel in his rcsraur.Lnr. Ngt*ang
mct lris cellrnarc -Jod.n who hl. ,,et trp a
'l ibctan rcsrirurrnr in l.hasr rtfier his relelsc

fnrrn prison.
Nglrvung l)ripsel 'rirrcd bv netion.tlistic

s('nrinrclrs onc. lg.rn involvc hitnsclf in

1,,liri,.rl .rcrir i'rn b' .rrrtirrrl.rrrJ cx|r''irrF,
horv-l ilrten poliricrl prisoncn wctc rortured

and persccurcd in rhc prison. Hc rcnt nranv

ofhis prison nrenroirs and wrirc rrp ro rhc

Tibe t:rn govcrnmtnr in cxile.

Ng;rwang dripscl was again arresrcd lnd
detrincd on 7 Novenrber 191)7 in S.rnrye

County I)etenrion Ccntrc in [-lrasa lor his

p,rliric:rl .rcrivism. He rvls givcn,tnothcr 3

vcir* inrprisonnrcnt ternr in 
-li,clutrg 

Oottnrv

Dcreo rion CcnIrc. libcr Au(onontous
Ilcgtrn ("'lAR").

On (r Novemtrer 2000, he was relcased

irom prison after completing his prison rerm.

After rcalizing rhar lifc ofhis prison was not
easy for a lirrmer grltical prisoner, sting bleak

firture ahe:rd olhinr ifhe corrinucs to sray
in l'ihcr. hc cscrrpcd ro India,rrr I Augusr

2007 .rnd rc:rchctl Karhnr.tnclrr l-ibeten
lltccptiorr (lcntrc..riih

l hc list ,,1 nrrrrlis rvho plrrrcip.rrcd rrr thc
plrrinticp<ndcncc nr()!,cnrcrttrt rltt tinr<,rl
rhcir lrrrc:t.rn.l rnrprisrrnnrcrtt:

I . Phtrrrrsol. l(r rtar. old. l.h.u.r. lr.rndrd
rvirh li vcars ofinrprisonmenr.

2. I)hunnok Sig-ge1,, 27 ycars old, Pcnpo

Lhrrndrub (irunry, handc<i rvirh 8

vc:lrs of inrprrsonmcnt.

3. Palj<-rr [)r,rjc<. 22 years old. Pcnpo

Lhundrub (lounrv. h.rndcd wirh 7

vc,rrs r.rf inrprisormcnr.
4. Phunrsok l.cksrng, 20 r,c:rrs old,

Nagclrrr Cotrr:rv. l )enrxrrrrg. handcd
wirlt 7 ycars,riimprisonnrenr.

5. Jorden, 22 vc.rrs olcl. I)errpo I-hrrntlrub
(.,,urrrt. h.rnJ.d wrth i r,',rr' oi
inrprrsorrnrent.

6. Nprwarrq Lurrlrrok. l9 vcars ,rkl. firrnr
Penpo l-hun,.lruh (irrrnry. haodcd
w,ith 5 -vcars,rt irnl>rison rnerr.

l. Pcrrpe, 13 vters oL1, 
-l-oclr.rng 

I)eehcn
(,urrn. h.rrrJr.l rvith 5 vc,rrs,rt
inrprisonnrcnt.

3. Ngrrwarrg f)ripscl. l'cnpo [,lrundrtrb
(lounrr, h.rrrdcd r-r'irh 1vrurs ot
impr-isorrnrcrr t.

9. I)htrn rsok S.rnrren. 20 vcers ,,ld.
Nrgchu prcfccrurc. hlndetl u,irh 4
vcl rs of inrprrsonnrcnr.

10. [)rape (nrcknarte), 24 vc.rrs ,rld,
'lirclung prelccrrrrc. h:rndcd wirh {
vcrrrs of imprison nrcnt.

I l. Slnrdrtrp. f7 vcerr oltl. ['rrtpo
l-hr.rndrr.rb ()ouot1,. hrr<lcrl wirlr I
vcirrs of inrprisonnr, nr.

12. Ng,tw:rnt (lhocglal. ll vc.rrs,rltl.
I)copcr l.lrunclrrrb (irunt1. hirntlcd
rvith 3 vclrs of imprisorrnrent.

13. -l-hinlcy lenzin. .10 veers old.
Mcldrogurrgker Counry. handcd rvith

J years oI iorprisonnrcnt.
14. J;rrnpa'lenz-in.2(r vcrrs o ld.

Mcldrogungk,rr (bunq', herxled wirh

2 vcers of inrprisonnrtnt
15. Iinzin Nvimr. f 4 yc.rrs (rld,

Mcldrogrrngk;rr (irurrrr,, hanclcd rvith

2 vr:ars of impr'ison nrent

16. Lobs.rng Ngirw.rng, 2(l years old,
Lhrsa. handed wirh I ycar of
imprisonmcnt. I
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Restriction in Golog Tongkyob MonoslerA
/t

pronotrnced rwo ofrhcm ,rs rh. rirrgleadcrs

who spcirrhc;rdcd rhe dcmon"rrarion.
Ar thc prescnt, rhcre wcrc ,rround 150

monks in lbngky:rtr Monastcrl. Sincc rhc
ourbrclk of tlre protest. rhc morrks werr
virtu,rlll ptrr in l stirre of housc .rrrcrr
srrrrotrn.lcd hv helvilv Clrincre rcctrrrrl
pcrson ncl. I

Tibeton boys
missing ofler
groffiti colling for
the Dqlqi Lomo's
return
Seven tccnage Tibctan boys have been
demined in Cansu Provincc, formerly a
'libctar rerrirory now undcr China's Gansu
region afterTibcan bop m issing aftcr gnfii ri
calling for the Dalai lama's rcturn

Sevcn reenage Tibetan boys have bccn
derained in (lansu Province, formcrlv a

Tibctnn 1gri1qry, ro, under Chinat Gansu
region after rheir grafiiri called for the Dalai
lama ro rcturn to Tibet was found scribblcd
on walls. human righrs watchdog rcponcd.

Human Rights Varch said the boys wcrc
agcd berwce n l4 and I 5. Th{were largely
belicved ro be detained in Gannan prcfecrure
in Gansu provincc on 7 Scptember 2007.
Onc derainec, I4 years old bov was
reporredly bearen badly during or after rhc
arresr. Hc was bleeding proftrsely when secn
by his relarives, Human Righr Varch said
in a satemen t. According ro rhe latest H uman
Righrs rcport, rhe names ofrhe five ofrhc
seven m is ing boys as Lhamo Tscrcn. agr l5;
Chopa Kyab, age t4r Drolma Kyab, age l4r
Tlekhu, age I 4; and a second Lhamo Tleren.
age I 5. The names of nro orher boys still
remain unknown.

The boys were rransferrcd ro Xiahc
(I-abrang) Coun ry on l0 September 2007.
Therc is no informarion on rhcir present

ln midJuly 2007, rhc Chincsc Governmenr
aresrcd numbcrof'Ilberans in Golog rcgion,

Qinghai Province, Tibet Auronomous
Prefecturc ('lAP). On l6July 2007, ,r largc
number ofChincse soldiers suddenly entcrcd
the Tilngkyab Monastery and arrcstcd an
abbor and a monk.

ln rclared to thc above incidenr, Thupwoe
and Rigphcl from Gonma Tirema'lownship,
rhc P<rple's Armcd Police (PAP) also arresred
Kundo and Rigkyab from f)onkhaTownship
and a la rge group oflocal 1l bcans in a su rprise
raid. 'l-he main reason for thc arrest of
Tibetans was due roa consrrucrion ofmosquc
by HuiChinese busincssman and since rhen
the mosquc! construcrion rcmained severely
opposed by the localTibemns.

According ro rhe local Tiberans, the
mosquc w{s apparcnrly built without
procuring pcrnrission from the local ofiicials.
A wealthy Hui Chinese businessman
sponsorcd rhe construction of mosquc.

I o rcsponse, rhc local 'Iibecans prorerted and
darlagcd rhe mos<1rre tnd resrauranrs owned
by HuiChincse in the arca. ThelocalChinese
authoritics blamcd thc local 'Iibeans' fury and
rampage as one instigated and fanncd by rhc
monks ofTongk;rab Monasccry. Larcr, thc
Chincse aurhoriries ordered the Tongkyab
Monastcry ro pay rhc compcnsatioo to
resrauranrs and mosque for thedamages and
losses. Howcver, rhe monks from Tongkyab
Monasrcry srrongly denied thcir involvement
and refused to accepr chargcs leveled by rhc
Chinesc authorities-
The Tongkyab monasrery has becn under

rhe close scrutiny ofthe Chinesc authoriries
for some time. Previously rhe Democratic
Managemenr C-ommirree (f)MC) conducred
Parriotic Education campaign in the
monasrery ro denouncc and condemn rhc
Dalai Lama bur was mer wirh stiff resisrance
from the monks ofTongkyan Monastcry
During rhe Parriotic Education campaign, the
mook were raught and forccd ro accepr the
Dalailama as rhe chiefsplirist and rheencmy
ofrhc srare. Howcvcr, rhc campaign was mer
wirh limle succcss.

In rhe afrermarh o[ rhose cvcnrs. the
Tongkvab Monastery is ar prcsent put under
close scrurinyand vigilance. According ro rhe
repons, heavily armed Pcople's Armed police
(PAP) surrounded rhe monasrerv when rhe
report lasr came in.

ln addirion, the local Chinese authoriries
summonetl the localTibetans and clerry for
a mefting.ln rhe meeting rhc localChinese

rurlroriries ordcrcd rhe monks nor to lcirve

rhe -longkyab Mon;rsrcry and issued
insrrucrion nor ro rrse mobile phones.
Meanwhile, in anothcr dcvclopmenr, the

Pcoplc! Arrned Police (PAP) arresred about
60 Tibctans in Golog "TAP" after a

confrontation between Tibcrans rrnd Hr.ri
Chincse during the rnnual horsc racing
festival.

Thc tensiorrs berwecn thc rwo
comnrunities have betn rcporred fiequently
in rhe pasr. In this case. rhe con fronration
was spark off by an incident where rhe
'l"iberans found human reerh and fingcrs in
the dishes scned by H ui Chincsc rcsauran rs-

There have been numerous incidena ofsuch

rypes in the pasr,

Thc Tiberan people have been long
compl:tining ;rbour rhc discriminarion.
humilirrion aod ill rrrarmenr ar thc hands
ol Hui Chincsc. The dcep-seared
rcsentmcDt came ro srrrfacc afrer human
body parts was found in thc dishes. The
i nciden t rook place during rhe an n ual hone
racing fesrival in Sog. The Tiberans went
rampage over rhe Hui Chincse restaurants
and brought significanr damagcs ro cheir

ProPerry
In order to put the siruation under control,

the Chinese sccuriry polices were senr to
rhe area to quell rhc demonstrarion. The
Chinese securiry policcs lobbed rear gas ro
disburse rhe prorcstors. In rhe process, many
Tibemn protcsrors wcre arresred.
Thcrc were local llbetan ofiicials and local

Tibetans in rhe lisr ofderainees derained in
rhc dcrenrion cenrrc. Nor long after, some
ofrhem werc condirionallv releascd from
the detenrion cenrre. Howcver, the rwo
Tibctans proresrors Nviwoe and Rigkyab
were srill derained in rheCounryprison. In
addirion. Woebar and Kundhor from Bod
Monasrery were imprisoned in the Golog
Township prison.
ln related to rhe incidcnr, rhe localChincse

aurhorirics issued terseorder ro rhe sccuriry
personnel to arrest rwo prominenr Tibetan
l.amas from Tongkyab Monastery namcly
Dunlo and Palden Sangpo. The Chinese
securiry pcrsonnel attempted ro arrest rwo
o[ rhem bur rhey somc how escaped ro
unknown places. Thc Chinesc aurhorirics
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whereabours. They were from nomad fanrilies

studying ar a secondary school in Amchok

Bora village.

Human Rights Watch further said that

police rcfirsed to allow telatives to move the

injured boy to a hospiral unless rhey rerurned

him wirhin rwo days and paid 5,000 yuan
($600) in advance. The family was unable to

pay the ransom demanded by the police.

On 2l Sepcembcr 2007 Human Rights

Warchdog urged Chinese government to
releasc scvcn Tibetan te€nagers. \7hcn thc
reporr last came in on 22 Septcmber 2007,

the boys wcrc stillsaid to be missing. This is
yet anothcr evidence ofhow Chinesc deprive

and violate the frrn&mcnml human righs of
rhe Tibetan peoplc, particularly in light of
China hosting 2008 Summer Olympics

Gamcs in Bciiing. f

A Tibeton music
leqcher qrrested
in Lilhong

Lithangarcas continuc to rccl under intcnse
restriction and control evco aftcr thc arrests of
Rong6re Adrak and othcrTibcnn protcstors.

Acconding to rcpora, dre control and vigilance

now pcnetratcs into thc sociocconomic frbric
ofTibctan pcople.

On 22 August, rhc Chincsc authorities
arrcstcd a talcnted music tcacher, Kunchen

lrom letse Village. Lirhang, Siclruan Provin<.e.

The arresr took placc in the eveoing and at

the momcnr therc has becn no informarion
abour his whcrcabouts and well-being. The
local Tibecans and his rclatives remain deeply

concerned about his sudden disappearance.

A 32-year old, music reacher hails from a

nomadic familyand lives with his mothe rand
aunt. His farher passed away when he was 20

years old. His family was a nomad by

occuparion.

The musician Kunchen is a man ofmany
tasrcs; he is not only a talenred musician, but

also a painter roo. He spenr his childhood

numrringand shaping his arrisric and musical

career. He learnt the art of playing 'fibetan

guirar from a well-known teacher Dunbcl.
The musician Kutrchen performcd many

smge performances to the local 
-l-ibetans. He

has earned a good repuration as a musiciln
wirh huge fan lollowing in his own native

place. The localTiberans loved his musical

composirions and melodies. His vcrsatilc

contributions in areas of music and,rrr Iefi;t
lasring impression on his people from thcir
day-to-day life.

The walls and murals of l,irhrng
Monascery are adorned wirh his 

-fhangk.r

painrings of Buddha and Bodisarrvas. He

has llso erccted a rcliquary stame ofBuddh,us

and adorned rhe walls of rhe Lirhang
Monasrcry with a mural of Dharma
Prorecror Ncchung Oraclc. Thel-iberans in

Lirhang pay thcir daily respects and

dcvotions to thesrarucs and wall painrings

hc has painted and consrructed for rhcm.

Some of his besr hics werc "Oh! Vhite
Crrnc", "Sweet Melodies of Vhite Crane".

The songs have beconrc wcll-known hits
both insidc and ourside Tiber.

During chc rime of his arres(, hc wes

workingas a profcssional music reacher in a

Middlc School in Lirhang. Hc was arrested

in connccdon with the recent en mass

protests in Lithang following Ronggye

Adrakt protest. The sadness and sorrow

loomed large over rhc Lithang Middle
Schoolwirlr his arrcsr. Virh his abscnce. rhe

rcngs, &nccand music lessons in rhesch<xrl

came to an cnd. At rhe prcsenc, his srudenrs

are wairing for his rerurn and rhc mtrsi<

classcs to commcnce oncc again. I

Tibetons orresled
in Sog, Nogchu
County

A confronration broke berween two
Tibetans and several Hui Ch inese ovcr sell ing

and buying ofYartsa Gunbu, r medicinal

plant caterpillar fungus (Tib: Yrnsa Gunbu.

Boraniqrl name: cordyceps sinensis) in Sog

Township. Nagchu Cou n ty. fitrctan
Autonomous Region ("TAR"). Soon rhe

pctw dispure rurned inro an ugly fighr. The
outnumbered H ui Chincse scverely bcltcn
up rhc Tiberans. l'he two "fibctans were

scverely bcaren by rhc ournumbercd Hui
(lhinese. -fhc 

localT'iberans witnesscd thc

scene and soon joined the fight in supporr

of rhc rwo Tiboans.-l'hc tnrire irrcidcnt

abruprly rurned into a maitrr commorion
berween rwo comnruniries.

During thc fight, the dozcns of pcoplc

were setiously injurcd frorn borh sides. Thc

critically iniured werc brought ro public
hospital in SogCotrnry and ro Lhasa ciry for

tteltnlcnt.

Just after the scufilc, the lgcal Tibeqans in
Sog Counry took thd minc4,in iheifha,od
by expclling Hui Ctinesi rcsr,rtrrrht and

shop owrrcn. Along,wirh them odrcrrthnic
Hui Chincsc werc also brnishod fFtiin ttt
Sog Counrv.'l'hrce Hui Chincse who

apparenrly intermarried wirh llbetans wcrc

allowed ro srrry.l'hey usudly bchaved rvell

wirh ''llbcrans and had a close bond.

Dozens ofsccuriry personncl from Sog

counry and Nagchu came to calm rhe

rensions howevcr their effons were in vrin.

Evenrually, a respecrcd local religious lama,

NgawangJigdrcl Rinpochc intervened and

addrcssed the localTibctans and brought
rhc angw Tiberans under conrrol. Ordcr
and psace was restored in Sogand Nagclru

arca.

Rcscnrmenr rowards the migrant tradcrs

and setrlcrs are palpable andonly a spark is

needed ro rrigger protests. Oftcn official
indiffercnce and disregard to local
inhabitants' problcm provides rhir spark.

Trxlay in many pns ofTihet, tht collccrion

and sale 'of Yarrsa Cunbu is a lucrarivc

busincss alrhough it is looked down upt,rr

a5 an unwholesome ac(ivirv. Howcvcr. manv

inhabitanaarc lcftwirh no altcrnative other

rhan to engage in this busioess wirh
shrinking gnssland and restriction put or
by rhe ruthorities on the numbcr of
livesrock rhat each limilv can raisc which
havc failed ro provide sufficicnt subsisrenct-

ro mosrly nomadic inhabiranrs- Over rhc

years wirh mignnr Chinese senlcrs rntcring
thc lucrarive trade, it has furrhcr aggravarcd

the problcm ofl ocal Tiberan inhabitattrs.

In afrcrmath o[ thc scufflc, s.curity
polices lrom Public Sccuriw Bureru (PSB)

arresred Tibetans who played kev r,-,lcs in

the fighr. Finally, about l3 local 'l-ibctans

wcrc lrrcsred and People's lnrcrnrecliare
(loun handcd down imprisonmcnt r.rngrne

from one year ro rhrec years by larc Julv
2007.

The nrmcs of known rrrcstccs were

Kunsang, Sangpo ,rnd Norhu l;rnrsang.

Accordiug to the repor!, ir (r0 vcars

grandmothcr was also in l3'fiberans who

reccived imprisonmcnt. At preserrr rht ).3
-[ 

it6rarrs wcrc imprisoncd irr r prison itt

Nagchu l)refecturc, Tibcran Autonomous
llc$ion "TAR". I
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TCHRD Xvlrh Workshop on Humon Rights ond DemocroGy
TheTiberan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy (TCHRD) organised irs XVlth
Workshop on Htrman fughrs and Democracy

et Podrang Hall, Leh, Ladakh from l0
Scprember ro l4 Seprember 2007. Over 45
plrricipants from remore Changthang area,

Choglam-sar f ibcan Sctdcmenr and trh Tcnvn

atrendcd the worlshop. The panicipants
comprir from rcprrscnrarirrs ofl,ocal Tibeqn
Assembly, village heads. communiry leadcrs.

memben ofrhe 
-llbera 

n Freedom Movcmenr,
llbetan C-copcratiw Socicty, \ional libaan
Yourh Congress, Local fibetan Trader's
Ass<riarion and te.rchers of rhe schools.

The rcsource pcrsons for rhe workhop
rndLrde drrc-libetan lhrliamcn arians, a formcr
Elecrion Commissioner and six sraffof rhr
TCH RD. They poke on various topics ranging
from human righrc to thc issues concerning
libran parple and poliry. The panicipants had

a productivc ioteraction and qucsrion and
answer sessioo with resorrrce perrcns. TCHRD
exrends irs hsrrrfek thanks ro resource prersons

who took rime out ofrhcir busy schedule to
educare the pardcipanrs, who in rurn willshare
rhc knowlcdgc wirh rhe Tibcrans in rheir
localiry when rhey rerurn to respecrive
rxrmmunirie. The topics disqrsed and covered

by conccrned resource perrcns were as follows:
l. "'I'he roles of Non-Governmenral

Organisation (NGO) inTibean poliry "
by Mr Krmra Ycshi. Parliamenrian.

2. "lmporr:rncc of Electionecriog in a

[)cnrocraric Counrry" by Mr. Nam6yal
Dorjec, l'ornrer F-lc<rion Grmmissioncr.

-1. "Policir: end Funcrioning of three organs

of-fibetan Govcrnmenr io Exile" by Mr.
Pema Jungney, Parliamenrian.

4. Thc ole and rcsponsibiliria of Membcr

oflhdiamcnf by Mr. Dewa Tscrin6 MP
Parliamen ud.rn.

5. "Evolution of rhe'I'iberan democratic

qntem" bv Mr. UrgenTenzin, Execurive

Diracror,TCHllD.
6. Human Righrs Situarion in Tiber" by
Mr. Jampcl Monlam, Assisranr Dirccror,

TCHRD
7. "Concepr of Human Righrs and
Univcrsal Declararion on Human Righs"
byTeshi Choephcl. Raearchcr,TCHRD
8. "Funcrioning of Unircd Narion" by
Mr.'leruin Mrgnl, UN Affein ltaonncl,
TCHRI).
9. "Srare of Educarion in-fiber"byMr.
Tashi Phunrsok, lnformation Offi cer,

rcHRD
10. "'lestimooy of formcr polirical

prisoncr" by Mr- Dawa Tiscring, Ficld
Officer.TCHRD.

Oo l4 Scprcrnbcr 2007. a public talk was

organised arTCV Sch<xll H*ll, teh, Lrdakh.
Thc ralkaimcd at educatingthe publltabour
theTiberan poliry rnd functioning ofTibeun
(lovenrmcnt in cxile.

Mr Pema Jungrey, MPspokeon rhc oesion
about thc Democradsarion ofTibcan in Exile
while Mr. Namgal Dorjee. formcr Eccrion
Commissioner, illustrarcd rhe imporrancc of
People's parriciparion in voring and fair
elecrion. Mr. DawaTscring, M P gave an insight

view of rhc Middle way approach and irs
impliorion.'Ihc rirlk was tbllowcl by quesrion

and answcrsesions. !
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TCHRD orgqnised o
Ponel discussion on
Tibeton Democrocy
Doy

C)n 2 Scptcmber 2007, rhc 
-l 

ibcrln Cenrrc
for Human Rights and f)cmocracy
(T(lH Rl)) celebrared the 47rh an niversary

ofTib,ttan f)cmrxracv f)av hy rrrgrnising a

public discussion on thc ft-rnctioning ofthe
liberan legislarive body or the parliament
and thc rolc ofthe Kashag or rhr Executive
Body ofthclibcran govcrnmeot in cxile.

Every ycar the Tibcrans in cxilc
cornmemorated 2 Scptembcr ls a lihetan
l)emocracy Drv On this day rhc f ibctln
Perliement in exile was born :rnd since then

subscquentlv celebrrted as a Tibctrn
Democracy Day. Mr. Urgcn lrnzin.
Executive Direcror. fCHRD initiaterl thc
public discussion wirh a brict inrroducrorv

spc'ech.

Ovcr rwo hundreds participrnrs fronr all

wllks oflife atrcnded the public discrrssion

wirh active intercst. The keynotc addresscs

wcre givcn by Mr PcmaJungney, a vcteran

purliamentarian on rhe funcrioning ofthe
Tiberan legislative body and Vcn Tsering

Phuntsok, Kalon 6r Dcpanment oIReligion

and Cukurc on thc rolc ofCabinct io rhe

libcran democratic proccsses in cxile.

Thc chairmcn ofthc locd assemblics from
Dickyiling libctan Settlcment Dchradun,
Tibetan Cholsum Industrial Setrlemcnr
Poanta Sahib. Sakya Tiberan Socicry
Puruwala, Phunrsokling Settlemenr
flalhousic, Tiberan Bonpo Foundari<rn Solan

and DhoeguvugvLrling H ebc rrpu r
Sertlement were rhe special invirces for rhe

public discussion. Each ofthern highlightcd
and raised couple ofkeyqucsrions rcgurding

challengcs and difficulties rhcy flce whilc
practicing democracvat rhc gnssroots levcl.

-l 
hc Tibetan (ientre tirr Hunran Righr.

and Democrac.v (TCHRD)called upon rhc

Tibetan people o participare and trke more

of pcople's iniriarivc in the democrariDt irrn

of liheran democracv in exile. I'hc
ptrblications. pamphlets and rePorrs werc

disrribured ro rhc Public on rhar day.

F.ventually, the discrrssion was endcd wirh

:rn active dctrate amongst thc audielce. !

The Execulive
Director ottends
WFDA Conference in
Philippines
The second biennral conference ofthc \0/orld

Forum lor Dentrrratizetion in Asi:r (WF'I)A)

took place in Sofitel l)hilippine Pl.rza Horcl,
Manila, l'hilippines from l9 to 2l Sepremk'r

2007. Thc conferencc was orylanized in rltc
wake of increasing challenges f-acc by rnany

of fledgling democracies in many Asian

countries. The conferencewas convened by

the "VFDA" SrceringComminee and hoxcd

by rhc Iniriatives for loternational Dialogue'

with gencrous support from rhc T:riwrn

foundarion for Democrecy (TFD).

Du ring rhe three-da1' mecring' th<

confcrence rtlerrrifi etl and addresscd presrirrt

issr.rcs tow-.rrds achicving'denrocrariz;rtion' in

Asia. A spccial focus was givcl to cvllttartnu

the firsr framework for Acrion in rhc light ol'

developments in rhe rqlion since the bir'n rri:rl

conferencc in TriPei in 2005-

On l9 Seprember 2007. a Cotrcurreit

Vo*ing (ir<rups consisting of Burma' (ihinr'

Lros. North Korea. Victnam anil-fiber wrs

convencd on Assisring F)cmocratllrrir'n in

Closrd 5rricrics. fhr F,xcctuivc l)irccr'rr ol

()enrre. Mr. Uryen'lenzin wius onc of penrlists

for rhc discussion reprcsenting libct 
.l-hu

Executivc Direcror spokc on th< current

oolirical srarus of fibet' rhc prestnt scenaritr

ofhuman righrs situation insideTibct es well

as the demircratiz,ttion processes in *ilc
-Iilttan communities The conferelrcc issttcd

rwo documents' i.c' Manila [)ecl'rrati''r 'rntl

2007/09 [;ramewrrrk tbr Actiorr' It( (\\ qj'6N'B 'f]$ \-'l r'<q
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ll undeliverer! kindly ratuth lo

Tibetan Centre for Hurnan Rights and Democracy

Top Floor Naftang Buihing

Ga$hen KyistEng

0harar6da 1762'15

H.P INDIA

E-mail:laphun@tchrd.org; dsala@tchrd.org;

Ph: 0091 1892 223363t225874. Fax: 225874

Website: www.tchrd.org

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) is an independent
cenke which aims to promote and protecl hr/man rights and a democratic polity
for Tabet. lt attempts to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and lo work
with otherhuman rights and democracy groups as partota vrorldwide movemenl
lowards lhese ends. TCHRD is registered underthe lndian Societaes Registration
Act 21 of 1860 rn 1996.

lf you would l,ke to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthty Human Rights update or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our office.
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Job lc+/+ *;il.rcHRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a difference. your

support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Your benefiB and respoasi0ilities
,z You'll receive free of cost our Human Rights update
, All our publications will be sent for free upon request
., You'llreceive a membership card
, You can ioin ourcampaigns
v Annual nembership fee:
Rs. 1001 for members within lndia
US$ 20/- lorstudent members outside lndia
US$ 40/- for non-sludent members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at dsa/a@tcrrd org or write to us on
our postal address for furlher information.

BECOME A M EMBER

Join hands with TCHRD

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation:The State ol Education in nbet Today l1gg7l. gehind
B_arc Pnson Conctttrcns,n riber (1998) . Ctosing the bd.oi. i"1,.-,r.
t<epresson in Tibet 11998).Convenhon on the R(rh16 ol the Cf,rla tft6"frnTranstalion ) ( 1 998 ).oe rr,oc,acy.An Education aootEt 1t esa 1 ieaa"",i vJ"l",Accounts of Tibetan Foher pohhcat prisonerc 

f r SSAf:ir.r"-Rlii":il
E_.tucahon Booktet (1gg1).a Gude rc numan i,iits'ttil;,.; ;;; ,;Dernocrccy (1999).Tates ol Tetror.lodure h Tibet (lgggt.Btiein" ;"";; ;;,travettes to r/ber (1999) .Torture and lr-Trearmeni ;i;; i;ii;i;"i;iDiscrimrnaton rn Ttbet (2OOO). tmpovenshing Tibeians: Chrr;/ra;;; ;;;;;;pohcy t2o00t. Desttuchon ot serth tnslure A sp."il iliii r'ioiitii
9rspossessed Lanct an.l Housng Rehts rn rrOer (ZO02l .'Stik;,;;ft;;;1
Chna s crackdown on polihcai dt;sdence l2OO4) , ili;;;;d;;ff;1;libet. A hunan rights pespectue 12oot1 . xixtng ron,"-,i ,io"iiz.6"#i'jOeath Penatty rn Chrna (2005) . t;ten
rCHRD r 996-2006. A D"""0" o, nr.''"ntl''?lal^Birr 

of Human Righrs (2oo5l .
o","rop-"nr sr,"i"gyl;;;,; ;l:;Tfi'::::T[l : iHXr"il,"ltr :Annuat Report Human Rehts Situatbn in lioe, (1996 - zod; "'" "
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One ofthe longest servingliberan political
prisonen, Nga'*ang Phulchung who was one

ofthe kry leaders ofrhe hmous peacefi.rl pro-
independence demonsrration of 27 September

1987, in Lhasa, was releascd from Chushul
Prison (Ch: Qushui Ptison) around 2l
Ocober 2007.

According ro confirmed information
received by the'Iibctan Centre for Human
Righo and Dernocracy (TCHRD), Nga'reng
Phulchung a 48 year-old prominen r member

ofrhe Drepung'Croup ofTln" was released

after completion of his eight years and six

monduofprison scnrcnce in r.arious Chinese

adminisrered derention cenrres and prisons in

Tibct. Ngawang was released by rhe Chinese

authorities around 2l October 2007 Fom
Chushul Prison. He was incarcerared for l8
year and six months ofhis l9-1'ear senrence

before receiving a six-mondr serr rence rcducion

on 22 September 2005. Thc currenc physical

condition of\gawang Phulchung is said to
be frail and have dererionred over thc years

due to ronure and inhuman r(eatmenr he

suffered in dre prison. Repons iudicare thar he

is currendy ar his home wid his hmily in
Tixlung Decheo C,ounry
'Ngawang Phulchung is an exceptional case

in the Tibetan scruggle for human rights and
jrstice. His daundess efforts in voicing his

opinion against the Chinese government's

opprcssive regime resulred in his reptared prison

rerm extensions apart from the solirary
confinemens, beatings and rorrure rhat he

usained," uid |amphel Monlanr, rhe Assisranr

Director ofdre Centre and ole ofthe mernbers

ofrhe "Croup ofltn". He ftrrther elaborates

by saying, "This release is yer anothcr token

gature by dre Chinae govcrnment before any

maior inrernarional evenrs. The hct remains

that he has spcnr rhe besr parr ofhis life in
prison with phlsical and emorional scars thar

will lasr for the rest ofhis life," said Jamphel
Monlam.

VOLUME I ISSUE 2

Bricf Biogaphy:

Ngawang Phu.lchung (lay name Anu) was born
at Yamda Vllage in Tirlung Dechen Counry,
Lhasa Municipaliry. Hc joined Drepung
Monaseryin 1984. Ngawangwxfirstdeainod
in 1987 in connecdon with his panicipation
oo a peacefi.rl demonstration. He joined

Drepung Monasery at an early age and reached

an advanced level study in Buddhist
philosophy. He was just a short srep from
atuiniog the degree of Ceshc (Docrorare of
Philosophy in Buddhism), but fclt compelled

to concentftlte his energie; on rhe Tiberan
stnrggle for political and religious frcedom.

On 27 September 1987, Ngawang
Phulchung and 20 other monks ofDrepung
Monastery suged a peacefill demonstrarion in

cenrral Lhasa demanding respecr for human

righs, induding religious freedom and the righr

ro selfl-determination for Tiberans. This was a

urning poinr in the Tibeun srruggle and

sparked offa series oflpublic proress. Prior ro

rhis &y, fewlibeuns had dared to express their

concerns for fcar of ruthless Chinese rcprisals.

The Chinese violently suppressed rhc
demonstators who were beaten and detained.

Ngawang was held without charge for four
months in Gutsa Derention Cenrre and *'as

finally released on 22January 1988 following
intense international media attention and

pressure aod the personal intervention ofthc
late Xth Panchen [ema. After his release, he

rejoioed the monasrery 1988. Soon afrer his

release, Ngawang said he had participated in

the I 987 demonstntion in suppon ofthe Dalai

Lama and in order ro proresr agairs rhe Chinese

government condemnarion ofrhe Dalai [:mai
Five Point Peacc Plan which they daimed was

an anempt to split the motherland. Vhen he

was questioned by the Chinese aurhorities

whether he and the others were afraid ro

demonsuare, his reply was "No, we werc not

Iiighrened..- we *ere already preparcd ro givc

Continuo .t page 3

Freedom ot losl ofter 18 yeors- Chino
releqses Ngowong Phulchung

GOltTtt{T
- Freedom at last afrsr 18 yea6- Chine
reloases Ngawang Phulchung (pg 1)
- China steps up vigilance and conl.ol in
Tib€i prior lo Congressional Gold Medal
award ceremony for the Oalai Lama
(ps 2)

- Rongya Adrak rndicted by the Chinese
coun (pg 2)
- Two Tibetans arGsled in L hang afler
'Palriolic Education' Campaign (pg 4)
- A statue of Guru Ri.poche demolished
and construction o, another suspended
in Tibet (pg 5)
- Nangpala R€vistied- Shooting left nine
Tibetan missing and three arrests (pg 6)

TCXRD ACTIVITIES EULLETIN
-Assistant Director atlends Geneva
UNHRC meeting (p9 7)
-TCHRD briefs the British
Parliamentarians (pg 7)
-TCHRD rnteracts with the delegates of
Human Righls Law Network (pg 7)
TCHRD attends conference on combating
torture (pg 7)

-TCHRD attends ATSS 2007 in Bangkok
(ps 7)

llgarvang Phulchung
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Chino steps up vigilonce ond conlrol in Tibel prior to Congressionol
Gold Medo! qword ceremony for the Doloi Lomo
Credible and confirmd inbrmarion coming
from Tibct indicates thar the Chinesc
aurhorities in Tiber have heightened the
seorriry mcasurcs and intcnsified control prior
ro impending U.S. Congressional Gold
Medal Award Ccrcmony for the Dalai lama
on l7 Octobcr 20O7.

Aconding o confirmed inbrrnation received

by rheTrbctan C-enue 6r Human Righs and
Democracy (TCHRD), the Chinese
authorities oflhasa City on I 5 Oaober issued

an official order stating studens arrd Tibeun
employees in rhe goveromenr ro reFain from
seeking leave from their schools and office or
paniipatc in o.rstomary &ngsol rirud(ircense

burning cercmony that involve offering
sampa in drc air 6r arccess and good fomure)
dris week or 6oe o<pulsion ftom school, salary

cut and cven termination ofrheir job.
In the same wavelcngrh, on 14 October

2007, many ddedy and raired'Iibean people

who usually gather outside the famous
RamocheTtmple in Lhasa City to offier Mani
prayer were or&red ro terminate the prayer
session and vacate rhe place immediately for
an indcfinite period.

According to confirmcd information, an
official norice was issued by the Lhasa City
governmenr office ro all the heads of
neighborhood comminee direoing people
under rheir respecdve area to re&ain from
taking part in any religious acrivities such as

customary observance of Sangsol, holding
group prayer at thc monasrery or any act of
revelry this week in the light of US
Congressional Gold Mcdal Award Cercmony
for rhe Dalai Lama ro be held in Washingron
DC on l7 Ocrober 2007. The rcgularion
and conrrol over monasteries in the
srurounding areas oflhasa City are intensifed
more than ir had been in rhe past.

According ro orher sources, the stationed
officers oflhasa Public Scority Burcau (PSB)

roundcd up many former political prisoners
in and around Lhasa at the Local

Police Sation fur quesrion ing. They were wen
known ro have been ordered co rcfrain ftom
paniciparing in any activities in rhe coming
weeks. Since 25 Seprcmber, ir was reponed that
rhe number ofPeoplet Armed Police (PAP) and

PSB officials were also increased significandy co

ded with any unroward incident. Moreovet
restriction and vigilance was also stepped up in
offi ces, schools, homes of or-politicd prisoners

and those of people whom the government
deemed suspicious or usually held suspicious.
The Chinese aurhorities are raking every
precautionary measures to ensure thaf no
untoward incidenrs happen during the week.
These measures have resulted in violarioo of
fundamenul human righs ofibetans in llbet.

The People's Republic of China (PRC)
autiorities have ovcr riding paranoia about
mainraining srabiliry in rhc region. Hence, in
order ro aven any upheavals byTibetans during
malor cdebratiors and o/en6 Chincse audbriri€s
resort to wariots precautionary measures induding
heightencd vigilance, closer supervision of
suspected individuals and former polirical
prisoners, wen resorting to arbirrary arrest and
detention. Tibetans wirh baclground in polidcal
activities in rhe pasr ate especially suscepdble for
being rounded up and inrerrogared, made to
sign surery lenerand rheir family members a-re

made to stand as guarantor that rhe individua.l
will not carry our any political aoiviries. AII rlrese

resictive manres and heightened vigilance have

created an armospherc offear in diffcrent pam
ofTibet, accolding ro informarion received by
TCHRD.

ln light ofrecenr procest by theliberan people
in Kanrhe region paniculady in Lirhang CoLurry
the Chinese authoriries have beefled up the
securiry measures and vigorously carwing out
"Patrioric Educarion" campaign across dl the
monastic institutions and in villages. According
to a 'l-ibetan in Lithang Counry who wish to
remain anonymou due ro sccuriry reasons told
TCHRD dur. "Since rhe pasr one wcek, a group
oftwo to three local governmenr officials were
coming regularly ro each and every villages,
oudawing acriviries such as public garhering, or
people ralking io group and conducring prayer
session for the nexr rwenry &ys. Vhen we asked

the officials about rhe reanon behind such
me$ureg we were told that they would let us

lcrow latet withour giving any panicular reasoo."
ln view o[ rhe recenr heighrened ofsecuriry

and vigilance and pasr records depicting inoease

in number ofarrest during imporunt crrcna,

mm noticeablyin tkvrakeofdr Dalai bmas
ad&ess to the US Congress in 1987 and the '
conferment of '.he Noblc Peace Prize to rhe

Dalai lama in 1989, TCHRD ftars dnt drerc

will be numerous arrest ofjoyous celebraring

Tibetans this time dso. The Ccntre will
conrinue ro rigorously monitor thcsiruarion
inTibet.
TCHRD expresses its serious concern over

rhe srepping up ofrestriction and vigilance in
Tibet. Such restriction and ncw rcgulative
measures often girc way o seriots violatioo of
Tibetan people's fundamenal human righrs
in the name of maincaining sabiliry and

securiry by the Chinese authoritics. TCH RD
appeals o the PRC authoritics to rccall rhe

official order and impoaition ofrcstriction and
not to hinder rhe normal life of rhe llberan
people in Tibet. !

Ronggye Adrok
indicted by the
Chinese courl

The'I'ibetan Centre for Human fughs and
Democracy, (TCHRD) today received
reliable informarion that Kardze Pcople's

Intermediare Court indicted Ronggye
Ai:hak wi& four accouns of"crimcs" rrnging
from disruption oflaw and order to state
subversion.

According ro rhe source, on 29 Ocrober
2007, a handcuffed Ronggyc Adrak was

brought to Kardze Peoplet lotermediate
Court, for a trid. During the uial, the coun
indicted Rongrye Ailrak with four accounts
of"crimes':

(l) Indicted of seeking to "splir" the
country and subvert state power on I
August 2007 during the horc ncing festival
by shouting 'Long Live the Dalai Lama"
and asking for the Dalai fama to return to
Tihet.

(2) Indicted ofinstigating a large crowd
ofagitatinglibeans rallicd and forccd entry
into the government compounds after his
arrest. Since he causcd thc incident and
therefore he musr bear the complete
responsibiliry for rhese acrions.
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up our lives for the six million Tibetans.

Anyway, sacrificing your lift is not againsr

Buddhism".

Nga*ang was also one of rhe reo members

from the Drcpung Monastery who
dudcsrindy produced polidcal literamre and

disribured it extensively at the end of I 988

after their relcase on 22 January I 988. He was

unanimously elected as the leader of the
'Groupoflen".

On22 April t989, Ngawang Phulchung

and threc other monks were arrested from

Drepung Monasrery for forming a "counrer-

rwolutionary group" which had dandesdnely

produced politicd leaflets. All four were

deained ac the Sanryip Prison or popularly

known as'"TAR" I\rblic Seqriry Bureau (PSB)

Detention C-enne. Amongst the "reactionary

Iiterature" published by the group was a

complae Tibeun randation ofrhe Universd

Declaration of Human Righrs (UDHR).The
group had also repon ed o n pol irica I u n resr irr

Tibet, criricized human rights violations by

the Chioese auchoriries, listed the names of
pcrsons arrested or killed by r}e Chinese police

and milirary and alerted Tiberans to the

international zuppon for dreir causc. A funher

document publishcd by dre group was entided

"The Meaning of rhe Precious Democratic

Constitution ofTiber". lt described a

padiamenarysysrem fo r an independentTibet.

relying on the raditional principlc ofBuddhisr

dialecrics to analpe drc concept ofdemocracy

and called upon Tibeuns ro fight 'wirl inner

strengm-. The group was labeled as 'the rum
of religious circles" and, in order to make an

example of those involved, the Chinesc

authorities saged a show nid.
Odrer remaining members of dre "G roup of

TLn" werc slbsequendy arresced on l8 iuly
1989 and detained ar "TAR" PSB Derenrion

Centre. A.ll the members had undergone a

rsere tomrc and ill-neamrent from dre prison

officials with Ngawang Phulchung having

been ganicularly targeted for being the ring

leader ofthe group.

On 30 November 1989, when the grouP

wes sentened bcfore a 6rced public gadrering

of I 500 Tibctans, Ngawang was denounced

as dre leadcr ofthe group and sentenced to I 9

yEars' imPrisonmenr and five years' deprivation

of political righs. At his scntcncing I-hasa

Intermediate Peoples Coun a€cusd him widt

'organising and joining a countcr-
revolutionary dique and spreading counter-

revolutionary propagan& and infl ammatory

disinformarion', "seriously undermining
national seorrity' and "collecdng io telligence

and passing ir on to tle enemy''. 
-fhe 

people

garhered were rold that the monks had

"venomously slandered our socialist system

characterized by rhe people's democraric

dioatorship'.
The Chinese Bovernm€nt broadcast rhe

scntencingonTV, widr fiJlowingwamingThe
crimes commirred by Ngawang Phulchung

and othercriminals demonstrare rhat the so-

called human .ighs, Moms and democracy

played up by s€paratisrs both at home and

abroad are nothing but a pack ofdeceidrl lies

... lrt the sentence of Ngawang Phulchung

serve as a stern warning for separatiss both at

home and abroad drat rhose who split thc

motherland will come to no good end.

On 30 March I 99 I , an American delegation

visited Dnpchi prison and a group ofprisoncn

handed the diplomats a peririon dlegedly
protesring agains drc condirions ofdetenrion.

The petition was con-Escared, a nd after dre 
"isit,

prisonen, induding Ngawang were reponedly

severely bearen and placed in rhe solirary

confinemenr. Undetened, Ngawang and other

prisoners have ontinued to prorest against the

ill-treatmenr of prisoners, with the inevitable

rcult that they have been beaten or placcd in

dark isolation cells. Ngawang Phulchung was

transferred to Drapchi Prison aloog with the

resr ofthe members ofhis group on l5 January

I 990. Ngawang was later known ro have been

rransferred to ncwly operational Chushul

Prison, where he remained incarcerated until
his release this month.

A.ll dre members ofthe "Group offen'were
now known ro have been released after serving

variou prison rerms ra-nging berween frve years

ro eighteen years and deprivation ofpolitical

righrs for a number ofyears. Over the yea-rs

Amnoty lnternational, rhe UN Hunun Righs

C-ommision and many concerned individuals

have strived hard ro secure an early release of
Ngawang Phulchung.

Vhile TCHRD is happy rhat Ngawang

Phulchung has been relcased, ir mainains dnt
he and all fie'libetan political prisoners do not

deserve to be in prison et dl in the firsr place.

According to TCHRD documentation, there

are 140 knovn Trbetan political prisonca

currendy languishing in a ncrwork ofChinese

administercd prisons in nbet. Out ofthe t 40

known political pri:onen, 5 I uc serving prison

crm of more than l0 years and 97 prisonen

out of rhe total are monls. TCH RD remains

skeptical and would like to warn the

ioternational community not to be misled by

such well-calculated gesturer of the Chinese

government for its own benefia, particularly,

in lighr of upcoming Beiiing Olympics next

The Peoplet Republic ofChina (PRC) is a

srate parry to the UN Convention againsr

Tomue (CAT) and Odrer Cruel, lnhuman or

Degrading Treatment since 1988. Although
PRC oudawed cenain forms oftomre in the

revised Chin€se Criminal Procedure Iaw that

came inroeffeq in 1997, sysremadcronure is

srill endemic in rhe Chinete administered

prisons inTibet. In view ofrhe qrrcnr situarion

in 'Iibet, alrhough complere eradicadon of
rom-ue remains a disrant dream, TCHRD urges

the government ofthe PRC roimplement the

recommendadons made by the UN Special

Rapponeur on Tomrre to eradicare tom.ue and

"ro ensure tonure survivors' right ro full with
special anenrion ro medical and psychological

needs".

TCHRD calls upon che govcrnmentofthe
People's Republic of China ro release all the

prisonen ofconrieoce who are srill languishing

in rarious prisons and derendon centres in'fibet
for peaceful exercise of fundamental human

righrs enshrined in rhe constitution and

variotrs Inrcmariond human righs neaties and

covenarlrs. I

Continued from page 2

(3) Indicting ofdisrupting thelawand order

in Lirhang region and ofeconomic losses

resulting from his protest and subsequent

arresr in deploying Public Securiry Bureau

(PSB) and Peoplei Armed Police (PAP)

personnels.
(4) lndicted of colluding wirh the splittisr

Dalai Clique based ourside Tibet and

moreover his daughrers were hoooured by

rhe "Dalai Clique" ar a public evenr'

According to the source, ir is reponed thar

Ronggye Adrak was laken to Dartsedo

detenrion cenrre after his rrial at Kardze

People's Inrermediare Court, Sichuao
Province. lt is widely understood from the

insider source that Ronggye Adrak will be

formally charged rhe aforementioned
"crimes" and the courr will pronounce the

verdict in the coming few daYs.

The TCHRD strongly condemns rhe

indictment ofRongrye AlCrak as his freedom

to expression and opinion does not violatc

any of rhe constitutional componens of
Chinese law. TCHRD also expresses ils

doubts concerning the transparency ofthe

Cortlnu. at P.gs 5
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challenged the olficials opcrrly saying'The
Chinese government's prrrlanrarion of righr
to religious freedom enjoyed by rheTiberan
people staods ghasdy conrradicory as we
cannor place a pornair of His Holiness the
Dalai l:ma at our residenct and monasrery
The people oflirhang Counry including its'
nomads srill conrinue to face livelihood
problems akhough govemmerr r boasr ofrapid
dordopment." Jamyangtnzirr cven raised dre
question on the aresr of Ronpgre AUrak and
other'I-iberans and expresserl his concern on
their whereabour. He larer concluded by
shouring, "May the Dalai Lama live for
thousands ofyean." Jamyang was however,
aresred righr away by the local PSB officials
after the condusion ofrhe 'Parioric education
session ar the monasrery JamyangTenzin, a

33-year-old monk of Youru Geydenling
Monasrery was borrr to Thinley
Tsering(hrher) andT!;erirrg Dolma(mother)
and was a native ofYouru Sakhor Vllage,
Lithang Counry, Kardze, 'TAP'.

In the light ofrecent opel public proresrs
initiated by Rongre Adrak in Lithang and
subsequent arrests and detenrion of his
suppo(ers, the Chinese aurhorities have
resoned to imposing restrictions and beefing
up the securiry m€?sures in Lirhang and
surroundiog counties. The aurhorities have
even srmmond dle leadcrs ofltownships and
morasreries in and around Lirhang ro
commence the Pacrioric Educariorr C_ampaign

in the firsr week ofSeprember 2007, which
will be carried our over a pcriod of rhree
monrhs. On l5 Seprember, Lobsang
Phun cok, a monk oflithang Monasrery was
arresred following the "parriotic education"
campaign and his friend Kunkhen was
arrested by Lithang Crunry PSB officials on
22 August for unknown rcason.
The Chinese authorities under rhe banner

of "Parrioriceducation" campaign in ndigioLu

..institurions across Tibet are violadng the
Tiberan people's righr ro religiou fieedom and
conrioues ro deain and arresr drose who speak
rheir mind and wishes ofthe common people.

TCHRD is highly concerncd about A&uk
IQlgram and Jamyang'Ibnzin and seela the
support of human rights groups and the
international community in securing rheir
early release unconditionally. The Centre
deems the case as an ourighr clamp down on
the freedom o[ opinion and expression in

X.lgyrn

Tibet. Freedom ofFxpression is a fundamental
human righrs which is a prerequisite to rhe
enjoymenr ofall human rights. Article J5 of
rhe Consritution of rhe People's fupublic of
China (PRC) guaranr€es "freedom of
expression, of rhe press, of assembly, of
association, of procession and of
demonsuation." Anicle l9 of the Universal
Declaration of Human fughr proclainrs:
Everyone has rhe righr ro freedom ofopinion
and expression; rhis righr indudes freedom to
hold opinions widrout interference and to seek,

receive and impan information and ideas
rhrough any media and regardless offion r iers.

The Cenrre calls upon rhe UN Special
Rapporreur on rhe promotion and protection
of rhe righr ro freedom of opinion and
expression, Mr Ambeyi Ugabo, ro intervene
on dxir case and othecwhor,raere earlier arresed
in conncction witl Rongrye A'drak
TCHRD also call upon the PRC gwemmenr

to release all political prisones who have been
arrested and detained for exercising rhcir
fundamenral human rights enshrined in rhe
UDHR, constirution and many other
internadonal covenana and treaties that she is
party to. The Cenrre alrc calls upon tie pRC
to immediarely pur an end ro "patrioric
Education' campaign across dl religious
institutions in 'l'ibet and considers A&uk
Kalryam and Jamyang Tenzi n's call a genuine
expresion oflocal f-ibearx'concenr and depair
thar conrinue to exist in 'I.ibet rs a result of
Chinat reprersive policies. The pRC should
immediarely address these genuinc concerns of
local Tibean people ra rer than tightening
noose on the Tibemn people's fun&menal
human righa. The govemment ofthe pRC
should ensure that drcy are not subi€cted to ill
treatment and tonure which are @[rooo
fearures in Chinese administcrcd dcrent on
centres and prisons in Tibet. f
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Two Tibetqns orrested in Lithong qfter
"Potriotic Educotion" Compoign
In rhe aftermath ofmasive "Patriotic Education '

campaign launched by rhe Chinese authorities
in Lithang area since dre b,ryinningofSeptember
rhis year, cases ofarbicrary arrests and derention
ofTibetans who openly defied and challenged
the authoriries for violaring theil righs have
began to surfrce ftom dre area.

According to confirm information, on 2
Seprember 2007, che Chinese authorities
summoned a meedngofthe general public of
Youru Kharshul and Kalta Villages in Lithang
County, Kardze "Tiberan Autonomous
Prcftcure" ('Ti{?'), m receive political educarion
tellingTibctans how dre Chinese liberarion of
Tibet has empowered the Tibetan commoners
and how Tiberans under the Chinese
Communist Party's patronage are leading a
happy and content life. However, not everyone
agreed with thar, Adruk Kalg,am, a Tibetan
nomad from Youu Kharshul Vrllage, srood up
from rhe grhering and c]rallenged dre Chinese
aurhorities by relling "How can you say wc are
happy and content under rhe communist rule,
when rhe tears ofsoror,v ofthe Tibean people
have not dried up yet. And when the Dalai
lama-who is savior ofTibetan people for rhis
and next life-had ro lead a life in exile and
Panchcn Lama continued ro be under Chinese
detention. In addition, Apho Ailrak (Pet name
used for Ronggre Ailrak by his friends and
rdatives) and the likes were arresred for speaking
rheb mind and rheir whereaboutssdll rcmain
unknown."
Adruk Kalgnm Iefr rhe garhering by shouting

slogans "May dre Ddai l:ma live for rlousan&
ofyears and may rhe wrshes ofApho Atfak and
odren be fulfilled." On rhe n€5(l day, a groupof
Lirhang Counry PublicSecuriry Bureau (pSB)
omcers came ro Youru Vllage and arbitrarily
arresred Adruk Kalryam from his rcsident
without citing any reasons. There has been no
informarion on dre currenr &re and u{reriahoua
ofA&uk Kalgam.

Adnrk Kalgram, a 2Gyear-old nomad was
born ro Adruk \?'angdu (fa*rer) and Ronggrc
Tlo,r,ang (Morher) ar Youru Kharshul Vllage,
Lithang Counry, Kardzt, 'TAP'.

In a similar incident, on 3 Ocrober2007, the
Chinese authoriries summoned abbor and
monks ofYouru Ggdeoting Monastery (a srnall
branch monastery under the umbrella of
Lidung Monasery) . and conduoed a 

.parrioric

education', Dring r.hesession, JamyangTinzin,
a monk of the mo[astery, srood up and

It
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A Stotue of Guru Rinpoche demolished ond construclion of
onother suspended in Tibel

+1-

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and

Democracy (TCHRD) expresses its deepesr

anguish at rhe Chinai recent outrageous

intcrference in the religious affairs ofTiberan
people in Tibcr. According ro the latesr
information emanating fiom Tiber, another

sarue ofGuru Padmasambhava or popularly
known as Guru funpoche was demolished and

construction of another Guru statue was

reporredly suspended by rhe local Chinese

authorities in rwo differenr regions ofTibet.
According ro confi rmed information, abour

rwo meter high sticueofGuru funpoche built
with 6nancial contribution by rle fairhful
loca.lTibetans was dernolished in the first week

of Ocrober by the local Chinese authoriries

from Ngari Darchen, Burang Counry, Ngari
Prefecture, "Tibet Auronomous Region"
('TAR'). The statue builr with clay was

complered a monrh ago with religious
consecrarion done bythe local religious heads

upon its complerion.
In a similar incident, on l4 Augusr 2007, a

starue ofCuru fuopoche, which was under
consrructioo at Rongpatsa Village, Kardze

County, Kardze "Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecrure" ('TAP') was suspended flollowing

the local authorities' issuance of order
prohibiring construction of the sratue.

These are nor the isolated cases surfacin5i

from Tiber, in mid-May rhis year, the Chinese

People's Armed Police (PAP) forcibly
demolished a nearly complered gold and

copper plated colossal statue of Guru
funpoche of rie Samye Monastery in Dragnag

Counry, Lhoka Prefecture, 'TAR'. TCHRD
highlighred the demolition ofthesratue on 4

June 2007 after which the official Chinese

s(arement issued by rhe Democratic
Managemenr Committee oISamye Monastery

on 8 .|une said rhat the coostruction of the

statue "disobeyed the Law of the People's

Republic ofChioa on Protccion oICuhural
Relic.s and the Notice of lllegally Building
Open Sratue of Buddha.... Samye Monastery

rhen self-moved rhe open-air sratue forwardly

hi.l."
Earlier, in rhe beginning of this year, rhe

Chinese authorities issued 56 arricled new
measures for the "Regulation on Religious

Affairs" entered into force. The new
regulation, insrcad of providing rhe protecrion

ofreligious affairs, was deliberately aimed at

enforcing compliance with government
regulations and policies on religious
organizations, religious personnel, and
religious citizens. In particular, chis new
regularion empowcrs the officials wirh legal

backing to intensifr restricrions rhus
subiecting Tiberans to smre control and

repression,

The Cenrre also recorded thac a new
restricrive measures on religious practices

were being enforced on general public.
Prohibitioos cortinue to be in place for
imporranr religious dap like Saka Dawa and

Gaden Ngyamchoe, birthday ofthe Dalai
Iama and the I lth Panchen Iama Gedhun

Choekyi Nyima in Tibet.
Since the beginning of September rhis

year, China's Stare Adrninisrration of
Religious Affairs (SARA) issrred l4-article
with measures on reincarnarion which clearly

demonstratcs the Chincsc Conrmunist
Party's (CPC) adamanr rttempt ro
undermine and tarnish rlte centuries-old
Tibetan uadition ofreligious practice. lt also

allempts ro weaken the authoriry of rhe

legirimare Tiberau religior.rs leaders most

prominendy that of rhe Dalai Laura. The
new measure bars any Buddhisr monk
living ourside China lionr seeking
reincarnation for himself or rccognizing a

'living Buddha" thus effectivcly endingthe
centuries-old Tiberan Buddhist practice. lt
fi.urhcr adds thar,'AIlthe reincarnations of
living Buddha ofTibetan Buddhism musr
getfpvernment approral, otherwisc they iue
'illegalor invdid ". Ir is trnderstaudable from

rhis new mcasure that thc cenruries-old
tradirional Tibetan syst.rl oI recognizing
reincarnare lamas is irrelevant lrom now ol
and the ChineseCPC decides rhe legitimacy
of the reincarnate lamas.

ln addition, the Chinese aurhorities have

reinvigorated the "Patriotic education"
campaign across religious insriturions and
general masses since the beginning of
Seprember this year and which will go on
for three monrhs in Lirhang and Kardze

region. Under dris campaign, manyTibeans
werc arrested and detained for their opeo
defiance and confronration with the
audrorities.
TCHRD believes that this latest incident

of demolishing Guru Padmasambhava's

statue in Ngari Darchen and the forccd

suspension ofconstruction work oIG urut
statue in Rorgparsa not only highligha rhe

new measures being forcibly implemented

and carried out in Tibet but also show

aurhorities adamanr attempt ro undermine
the religious sentimens olTibetar people.

The lacest measures and restrictions
imposed on religious activiries signal rhat a

prospect for more religious freedom as

gallanrly pronounced in rhe Chinese
constirurion is bleak, considering China's

record with respect to the religious &eedom.

Vhile Chinas consritution provides its
citizens with the 'freedom o[ religious

belief," it does no( protect the right ro
manifesc religious beliefs, highlighting rhe

importance for China to ratify the
lnrernarionrl Covenant on Civil and

Polirical fughrs (ICCPR), which contains

explicit provisions on the right to flreedonr

of thoughr, conscicrrce and religions and
which she signed on 5 October 1998.

The PRC should abide by the righrs
guaranreed in constitution and orher maior

iorernational covenants and treaties which
she is party ro. t

Contlnued trom p.go 3

legal proceediogs-whether or not Ronggye

Adrak was entided ro a fair trial. TCHRD
calls upon rhe Peoplei Republic oIChina
to implement and follow all the required
domestic and international legal norms and

practices in thc case of Ronrye AUraki trial,

ro ensure that he receives fair hcarings in

the courr, fi.rnher in no case should hiq legal

counsel bc subjected to aoy forms o[
intimidarion or pressur€. The Cenrre is

highly concerned ar rhe blatant ,iolation
of internarional legal norms in courts in
China where in summary and arbitrary
judicial process is highly prevalent. f
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Shooting left nine Tibetons missing

'f,,?

Nongpolo
ond three

Revisited-
orrests

Accolding to a con6rmed inbrmation reccived

by thcTibcan Cenre 6r Human Righa and
Denrccracy CfCHRD), a goup of46Tibeens
while attempting ro flee Tiber via Nangxla
Pass in October werc shot by Chinese border
People's fumcd Police (PAP) resulting in rhe
arrcr ofthree'l'iberans and missi ng ofn ine-

According to a TCHRD source in
IGdrmandu, on I 8 October 2007, a group of
46 Tibctans while escaping ro Nepal via
Nanpala Ilss through Solul<fiumbu werc shot
by rheChinese Border PAP The group while
taking resr on the Nang>ala Pass, after &p of
grueling walk over the high pass covered with
Feczing snow were shor severd times by the
Chinese Borrder PAP Aldrough nobody was
shot dead at this time, bur rhe firing live
arnmunirions on rhe group led rhe escaping
people run for the cover leaving all their
belongings behind in the snorv. Hovever. rhey
were choed by the Chinese Border PAn which
resulted in arrest ofrhree Tiberans and nine
missing. The whereabouts and condidon of
nine peoplc 6om the original group of 46
Tiberaru srill remain unknown. The details of
tluee people arested are:

1. Ngawang Tbultrim, 2l -year-old from
Amdo labrang Sangchu (Ch: Xahe) Counry,
lGnlho " Auronomous Prefecnre' ('TAP')

2. IobsangThaye, 33-year-old monk Fom
Amdo Rebkong Monaxery Rebkong (Ch:
Tongren) Counry, Malho (Ch: Huangnan)
."TAP"

3. Teozin Dorjee, 2l -year-old fiom Kham
Bawa, Udrang County, Kardze 'TA-P"

Yesterday, dlc rcnaining fleeinglibetars safdy
managed ro reach Tibetan Receprion Centre
based in Katmandu, Nega.l. fu rhe winrer
apprqeches, the flow ofTibetans across rhe
Himalaps into Negal 6om Tibet is gencrally
on dre high (when drere are les Chinese parols
in dre am). There is a general consen$s betq,wr
the Nepalese government and the UNHCR
that deTibetans fleeingTibet be handed over
to rhe latter who in rurn takeTiberan refugees

under *rcir protectioo. Amid high risk ofbeing
arrested Tibetans make rhe arduous journey

inro Nepal which acts as a ransit for the
hund-rcds of Tibcmns entering lndia on a

mission to get oducation in cxile or be blessed

with an audience widr His Holiness the Dalai
IJna

After the Nangrala incidenr in Septcmber
last year, rhe Chinese authorities beefed up
security measures and resrricrions on the
Nepalese Gonder to dred< rhc'Ilberan acapees.

The "TAR" Public Securiry Bureau (PSB)

onvened a s?ccial meeting in December 2006
calling 6r a sri<r monitor and vigilance on dre
'fleeing individua.l' (Ch: coudu) and called for
rhe launch of'Srrike Hard' Campaign
beginning Jatuary 2007 flor six monrhs.
According to the official Chiner mouthpiece,
Xnhua, dated 4 June 2007, ir was reponed
that a video confercnce was convened by thc
"TAR" Head PSB depanrnent among uariou
Prefrcture PSB depanmena on 5 May 2007
in Lhasa City to rwiew dre overall rcuk ofthe
"Srike Hard" campaign, wh ich w-es laundred
on rhe border areas rhrough which mosr of
rhe Tibetan refugees escape. 't'he individual
officers and conaerned deparrmenus successfirl

in cracking down were rewarded wirh
accolades, ir was reponed.

lasr year on a bright sunny rnomingof 30
Seprember, rhe world has yet seen another
bloody killing ofan hnocrnr Tibeun crossing

rhe border to seek freedom in exile. As 75
refirgees were prepa-ring to cros rhe glaciared
Nangrala, an 18,753 ft. pass close to Everesr

base camp, the Chinese Border PAP fired live
ammunitionson a group of-libetan rcfi,rgees

killing Kelsang Nammo, a l7 years old from
Driru Counry, Nagchu Prefecrure 'Tiber
Autonomous \ion" ('TAR') and Kunsang
Namgal, a 20 yea.t old from Kardze was hir
by bullea on his leg. He could not escape and
along with him 32 other Tibetans induding
I 4 minor boys were arre*ed by soldicrs and
ralicn ro Shigase Public Seuiry Bwcau (I5B)
Detention Cenre. The youngest was cighr
years old. Out of75 people.4l {27 minors
below eighreen years) managed to reach
liathmandu, Nepal, where rhey were kept
under rhe prorecrion ofrhe Unired Nations
High Commission for Refigees.

Uoder immcnse internarional prcssurc and
extensive cwerage on the shooring unarmed
Tibetans by the Chinese border PAR the
Chinese Foreign Ministry paradoxically
rdcrred the shooting as a defensiye measures

carried on by the border forces. The Chinese
Foreign Mioistry confirmed rhar several
libeons had been injurd in a border incident,
but denied anyone vras killed as a resuh of

gunfire. The aurhorities claim one offie inju-red

succumbed ro 'oxygen shorrageA€ in
hospital. The official news agency, Xnhua,
sated riat when asked o mrn back, Tibetan
refirgees tefused and atad<ed the rcldiers'so
'[t]he frontier ddien were forced to defend
themseives and injured two [rcfirgces].' Thc
Foreign Ministry agreed with the claim drat
any violence on the parr ofthe PAP was in sdf-
defense. This was one ofdre incidens happened

and rarely witnessed by rhe [orcign
mountaineers.

However, in lighr of restimonies by rhe
refugees, rhe foreign cyewirnesses and
confirmed by video there is hardly anything
left for Chinese to duck the responsibiliry for
killing innocentTibean. Jamyang Samten, a
teenage yourh who made successful second

attempt upon reaching Dharamsala told
TCHRD rhar, 'ihe older teenagers and aduls
were severely beaten, and some children who
were nor immediately collected by drcir parens
were deuined for more rJun three monrhs".
TCHRD is gravely conccmed abour the frrc

ofrhree arresred Tibetans and o rer nine who
are srill missing in mids ofrension following
gunshor by rhe Chinese Border PAP The
governmenr ofdre PRC should enstre rhat dtey
are nor subjected to ill rearmenr and torture
which arc common features in Chinese
administered detenrion cenrres and prircns in
'llber. The acriors oflthe PAP violate a number
ofinrernational aod nadond laws. Arride 14 of
rhe Universal Declaracion o[Human Righrs
provrdes everyone dre righr ro scek and ro enjoy
in other counuies asyium flrom persecution'.
The l95l Convenrion on che Status of
Refirgees also accor& legirimare rcfugees with
th€ same human righs as those enjoyed by
nationals.

TCHRD calls upon rhe UN High
Commissioner for Human Righa. Loiuse
Artrour, and the Human Righr C-ouncil ro seek

intervention in the securing their early release

6om Chinese arstody without harm. TCHRD
also calls upon the authoriries of dre Peoplet
Republic ofChina(PRC) ro eoslre drarTrtrtaru
are able to peacefully exercise thcir fundamenul
human righrs without fear of harassmenr,
inrimi&rion or albicary detenrion, in line widr
internationd human righs star&rds- The
Centre will conrinue ro moniror the siruarion
and will updare on any development as and
when we receive. f
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rGilRll lGTlulilt$ a

fusistant Director attends
Geneva UNHRC meeting

The Assistant Director Mr. Jampa Moolam
anended the Unitcd Nations Human Righs
Council (UNHRC) meedng held from 25

Seprcmber to 2 October 2007 in Geneva,

Swioerland, Mr. Jampa Monlam represented

rhe Cenrrc dong with NGOs from varioru

pars of rhe world. The highlight of rhe

meetinguas a special seminar convened on drc

crisis in Burma in light of thousands of
Buddhisr monks protcsted in the strcer of
Rangoon demanding for the democratic

reforms. In the follorving sessions, the NGOs
Iiom all various fields sat down for a didogue

on variou issrc ofglobal concem, paniorlarly

the issue of human righaviolations in many

pars of the world. Mr. Jampa Monlam rabled

and briefed dre human rights violations inside

during rhc Didogue session. I

TCHRD brieftSouth
Tyrol Parliamentarians

Mr. Urgen tnzin, Executive Drecror and Mr.

Tenzin Norgry, UN Afairs Perrcnnel briefed

parliamentarians from South Tyrol on 4

Ocober 2007 about ourent status ofHuman

Righa Situation insidc Tirbet. I

TCHRD briefs the British
Parliamentarians

On 5 October 2007, Mr Tashi ChoePhel

and Mr Chukora Tsering Agloe, researchers;

attended a meeting of libctan NGOs in

Daramsala with a group of Brirish
Ilrliamenwians during rhei.r visi to Daramsala

th is autumn. The Tibet Sociery of the Un ited

Kingdom organized the visir of British
Parliamenarians with objeoives ofgiving rhem

a firsr hand understanding on tie realities of
tlre'llbetan siruation, ro share parliamentary

enperience and to strengtheo rhe Iinls berween

drc rwo parliamena, to give additional srppon

to Tibet's non-violcnt campaign for freedom

and self-derermination and to ascenain the

currenr progress ofthe dialogue beween the

Chinese government and represenndves ofthe
Dalai lama. TCHRD gave a rhorough briefurg

on current situation ofhuman righs inside

Tibet and the frrncrioning o[ rhe Centre in

promoting and protecting human rights and

democracy, t

TCHRD interacts with
the delegates of I Iuman
Righs [-aw Networl<

On 23 October 2007, thestaffofCentre sat

down for an interaccive meering with the

Delegates of Human fughts Law Network,
which publishes Combot l:w, a Fondine legal

Magazine in India.
During the formal inrcracrion, Cenue gave

an illusrrative briefing on actual siruation of
human righs and rhe pracrice of tonure in
Tibet by rhe Chinese governmeor. Later the

stafffieldcd many crirical quctions from the

Combat Law srafon the issues ofrefugees and

rhe need ofredefinirion ofthehuman righs in

vicw of the fasr changhg global geo-pol iticzl

scenario,

The Combar law Magazine dwored 63

pages ofout of98 in ortensive story coverage

"Iiber Trappcd'. In dre conduding parr, both

sidcs agreed to inrcract closely on furure

reponing and monitoring of human righa
violation hccs by refugees. I

TCHRD attends
conference on combating
tortrre

On 25 - 27 Oaober 2007, Mr Tenzin Norgay,

UN afhirs oflicer and Mr. Chr-rkora Tsering

Agloe, researcher panicipared the conference

on "Use oflnfomrarion Technolo$r to combat

tor(ure" at Nalzar, Narional Law Universiry

Hyderabad, India with representatives from

Sri knka, Pakisran and rhe People's Vatch
NGO from lndia. lt was a cross sharing o[
knowledge and expenise on docttmenring

reporting, monitoring and lobbying human

righa violation and tonure wirh the use of
rechnolory and software qrctems. The C erman

Based Frie&ich Naumann-Srifiung FUR DIE

FREIHEIT funded the conference. I

TCHRD aftends annual
AISS 2007 in Bangkok

Mr. Tashi Phunrsok, lnformation Officer
paniciparcd in dre t I dr Annual Asian Tnining
and Study Session (AISS) 2007 for Human

Righs Deftnders, which was organired byAsian

Forum for Human Rights (ForumAsia) at St.

Gabriel Foundadon, Bangkok, Thailand from

7-27 Oqober 2O07 .

Around 35 parricipans fiom narious human

righs organisations and advocacy groups from

16 Countries (Balghdnh, Bunaa, Cana&,

C-ambodia, lndia, ladonesia, Soull Korea" bo,
Malayia, Mongolia, Ncpal Philppiaa, Sti

La*a, Thaihnd, Tibct, Timor Lcs*) atretded
rhe rrainingand study session.

The three weela tnining indudes topics such

as hisrorical evolvement ofhuman righa, UN
and other HR mechanisms, Human fughrs

trends in Asia, Universaliry of Human fughr,
Gender and Vomenl Human Righrs, The UN
Human fughcsSyserir (Aano adTaq batd

ryrtcm),'fhe UN Human fughs Council,
Principles of Commiioiry Organising, Media

Srrategizing, Cy6er Campaign and Popular

education.

On the evening of 17 Ocrober 2007, Mr
Tashi made a briefpresenuuon on rhe current

human righs situation in Tibet and historical

facr supporring Tibet as an iodependent sare

bdore drc Chinese oqrpation. Laer, herlened
rwo shon documenrary movies: Demolidon o[
Serrhar Instirute and Nangra [: shoodng.

incident. I

Mr. Tashi Phuntsok giving presentation
to the co-particPants of the workshop

HUMAN RIGHTS updafe ' October 2007 7

t

--t



,o

ll undelivercd, kndly tolum to:

Tibelan Cenlre for Human Righls and Democracy
TA Floor, Nadang Building

Gangchen Kyishong

DhararEala 1762'15

H,P INDIA

E-mail:taphun@tcird.org; dsala@tchrd.orgi Websiterrywvr.tchrd.orgi
Ph: 0091 1892 2233631225874, Fax:225874

The Tabetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) !s an rndependent
cenl.e which aims to promole and prolect human fights and a democratic polity
for Tibet. lt attempts loeducate Tibetans on human .ights principles and to work
with olherhuman rights and democracy groups as parl of a }/orldwide movement
towards these ends. TCHRD is regislered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Act 21 of'1860 in 1995.

lf you would like to subscribe to TCHRD'S monthly Human Rights update or to
orde. one ot our publications. please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our omce.

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation:The State ot Education in Tibet Today (19971. gehhd
Bars Prlso, Conditions l, r,bet (1998) . Ctosing the Ooors:Re/igious
Repfess,b, in Tibet llggBr,Convention on tho Rights of the Ch,/d (Tibetan
Translation) ( 1 998).De mocrac!:An Education Eooklst ( 1 998). Fea dess Voices:
Accounts ot Tibetan Former Politicdt Prisoners ('t998).Human RightsiAn
Education Booklet (1998).4 Gude to Human Rights (1999).4 gulde to
Oemoctacy ('1999)'Tales of Tenor: fodurB in nbet (1ggq.Anefing papet for
tnve aB to rlbef (1999) .Torture and -Treatment in Tibet (2OOO). Raciat
Discrimrnation in Tlbet (2000). lmpovenshing Tibetans: Chirrab ,,aw6d economic
policy \2OOOI. Destn'lion ot Sedhar hsitute A Special Repon eOO2)
Orspossessed: Lardsnd Housing Rohts in Tib6t(2002). Strike hard Campaign:
China's crcckdown on politcal dissidence (2004) . State of education an

TF,el. A homan dghts perspective (2004)' Kuxing: Torture in l'ibet (2005) ,
Death Penalty in China (2005) . lnternationat Bi ol Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRO 19942006: A Decade of Human Rights Research . Raitway and China,s
Development StEtegy in Tibet: A Tale of Two Economies , prisoners of Tibet .
Annual Report : Human Rights Situation in Iibea (1996 - 2006)

I
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Job lauh 4Al T9HRD

Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a difference. Your
support could insrill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

Your benelits and rcsponsibilities
v You'll receive free of cost our Human Rights update
v Allour publicalions will be sentfor free upon request
, You'llreceive a membership card
v You can join ourcampaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001for members within lndia
US$ 201 for student members outside lndia
US$ 40^ for non-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at dsa/a@lcird ory or write to us on
our postal add ress for fu rther information.
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G O XTEIIT
'Ronggye A'drak and others sentenced
to lengthy prison terms between three
to ten years (Pg 1)

-Chinese authorities closes down
Pangsa Monastery rn Tibet (Pg 2)

-CommercialEation of a holy pilgrimage

site (pg 3)
-Forcing silence in Tibet as Oalai Lama

receives US Congressional Gold Medal
(ps 4)
-Mining and construction of a highway
.oad in Gansu Provinc€ (Pg 5)

-Unemployment woes for Young
educated Tibetans (Pg 6)
-New Restrictions tor Tibelan civil
servants in Tibet (Pg 5)

TCHRD ACTNTTIES BULLEYIN
-TCHRO presents talk to legal students
(ps 7)
-TCHRD distributes publication (pg 7)

-TCHRD meets the vice president of EU

Parliament (pg 7)
-TCHRD participates Active Non-violence
Wofishop (Pg 7)
-TCHRD bflefs internahonal students (pg

7\
-Jampa Mon lam addresses Sherab
Gatsel Lobling School (Pg 7)
-Trarning Program (Pg 7)

-TCHRO attends seminar to commemorate

the 50 years in exile (Pg 7)

Ronggye Adrok ond
sentenced to lengthY
between three to ten

TheTibetan Crnre for Human fughts and

Democracy (TCHRD) enprcsses ir deepest

shock and condemnation over thc swift and

extremely harsh senrence ro Ronggye A'drak

.r,d threi othcr Tibctans bY Kardzc

lncrmediare Peoplc's Court rodaT

Rongrye Adrak, who was earlier indicted

by the Kardze Intermediate Peoplet Court

ou 29 October 2007 on four counts of
'crimes' ranging fiom disruption oflaw end

order to starc subrersion was sentenced ro

eight years o[ imprisonment with deprirztion

ofpolirical ngha lor four years, AUruk lopoe

to ten yearsi Kunkhen ("JacmYang

Goinqen") ro nine years and lorhok ro r]rree

years imprisonment rcspectively by the
'Kardzr 

lntermcdiate Peoplet Court today,

according to confirmcd information received

by the Tiberan Cenrre for Human fughts

and Democracy OCH RD) .

On 29 Ocrober 2007, a handcuffed

Ronggye A'drak who was earlier brorLglrt to

KarJze Intermediate Peoples Court' lor the

court indictment was today sentenced to

eight ycars of imprisonmcnt and depriv"rtion

oipoii,i.altigho f". four years on charges of
"inciting to split rhe counrry to undermine

thecountry uniry" and "sevcrely disrtrpring

the public order". Whcrcas Adnrk lopoe, a

,r"phc* of Ronggye Adrak receivcd rhe

heaviest sentence ofrcn years' imprisonmcnr

on charges of colluding with foreign

seprrarisi force ro split rhe country and

disrriburing polidcal pemphlcts " Kunkhen'

('lacmyeng Goinqen") an attiste who was

.Jitrarilv ar.estcd on 22 August by the

Lithang6ounry PSB officials for unknown

.."rori*", sentenced ro nine Ycars of
imorisonmcnt on chargcs of'carrying our

splitrist actirities," and Lorhok was given

rluce ycars imprisonment by the samc court'

others
prison
yeors

terms

Therc has bcen no information on their

phpical condidon and whcre they wcre ra ken

after the courr verdict was delivcred.

Ronggye Adrak, 52 year-old and a father

of I I children was arrcstcd nfter his peacclirl

solo demonsrrarion on I August 2007 at the

annual Lithang horsc race festival in Katdzc'

"'llbetan Autonomous Prefecture' ('TAP') iu

Sichuan province. ln thc aftermath ofAiCrak\

detcntion by the Lirhang Public Securiry

Bureau (PSB) ofiiccrs, hundreds of local

Tibetans and nomads in Lithang and

surrounding areas protcst at Lithang PSB

D.t.ntion Centre toshow theirsolidariry [or

Adrak and celled for his immcdiatc release

before bcing disperscd. Several days afrer

Conlinue at Page 2
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Continu€d lrom previous page

Adrakt arresr, and rhcsubsequent prorcsr
by theTibctan supporters were dispersed
by largc numbcr of militaryforces in rheir
firll combar gear using tear-gas and firing
guns into the air.

"On thc cvening of2l Augusr 2007, a
largc number of Lirhang PSB and pA?
lorces suddenly stormed inro Adrakt narive
villagc, Yonru Kharshul Village, Lithang
Counry, Kardze "Tiberan Aurooomous
Prefecrurc" (TAP), Sichuan Provincc and
arrcsred few of his ncphews. It was
confirmed by the source rhat the Lirhang
PSB and PAP forces firsr stormed inro the
house ofAdrakand enquired abour Adruk
Iopoe, a monk oflithang Monastery who
has been lcading the call for Adrak's rclease.
Finding Adruk lopoc abscnr at his house,
the PSB officers and PA.P forcrs arbitrarily
dctainod two ofhis brorhcrs, Adruk Gyalso
and Adruk Nf ma and rook thcm forcibly
to rhe locrl PSB Dercntion Centrc. The
PSB officers and PAP forces ransacked rhcir
entirc house lookingfor anyevidence that
thcy could charge them wirh." According
(o thc source. "Adruk Lopoe, 45 year old
mook, on lcarning abour rhe arresr ofhis
rwo brorhers wenr ro LirhangCounry pSB

Officc a.frcr few hours and told the officcr

thar'l am the pcrson you are looking for and
demanded the rclcasc of his rwo brorhers.
Houevcr, the PSB officers wirhout complying
his dcmand also arresred him". AdrukNyima
and Adruk Gyetrc wcre rcleased aftcr six hoLus
o[dctenrion. Adruk Lopoe is a very stroog
proponcnt ofthe necd ofeducarion for the
yourh and a leading advocate against
deforcstarion, lumbering and wildlifc hunting
in his narive Kardze.

Io rhe aftermath ofrhc proresr byand arrest
of Ronggre Adrak, rhc Chinese authorities
launched massive "Parriotic Education"
Campaign across Lithang Counry's monasric
insrirurions and cven ro village communiries
where few Tibetans who openly challenged
the authorities werc arrested.

The TCHRD quesrions the inregriry of
Chinesejudicial courr rhar senrenccd Tibemn
nomads with lengthy prison terms for
exercising basic human rights peacefullyand
exprcsing the wishcs ofTibcuns insidcTibet
in a mct peace6rl manncr. The sentcncr passed
by thc Kardze lnrermediare peoplc's courr is
one ofrheswiftesr, spanning only about three
and a halfmonths, definirely indicares rhar
the wholc judicialproccss has been summary
and a-rbirary in nature.

Thc TCHRD strongly condemns rhe
senrencing ofRonggye Adrak and thc rhree
odrer'I''ibeanrs as thcir frccdom ro opinion and
exprcssion docs nor violate any of the
conscitutional components of Chinesc law.
TCHRD is gravely concerned for the fate of
Rong6,e Adrak, Adruk topoe, Kunkhen and
fothok and would likc ro seek immediate
inrervenrion by rhe governments and rhe
inrernarional communiry. Sincc thcir acrivirics
consritute nothing more than an expression
of rheir opinion, rhoughr and er<crcise of rheir
basic human rights peacefully, TCHRD calls
upon rhe Chinese authoriries to releasc rhem
uncondirional[y.

In the lighr ofrhe prevalence ofsummary
trials and sentencing in Chinese courr,
TCHRD urges Chincse aurhoriries ro give
Ronggye Adrak end rhe orhers a fair rc-rrial
with adequate legal representadon artd also ro
follow all domestic and inrernational legal
oorms. !

Chinese
outhorities closes
down Pongso
Monoslery in Tibet
The Chioese authorities in Meldrogungkar
has remporarily closed down Pangsa
Monasrery in Meldrogungkar County,
Lhasa municipaliry, Tibet Autonomous
Region ("TAR') irr Tiber rccording to
crdible informatioo received by rhe'Iiberan
Centrc for Human Nghrs and Democracy
GCHRD).

Pangsa Monasrery belongs to the Sakya
school of Tibetan Buddhism. The
monasrery's chief relic is a mummified
reliquary body ofrhe highly rcalized yogi

Jampal Gyarso. JeTiiongapa Chcnpo (1357-
1419), che exalted masrer and rhc founder
ofrhe GelLrgpa school ofTiberan Buddhism
brought the holy rcliquary statue of yogi

Jampal Gyarso from his birr hplace, Tlonga
in Amdo Provincc alongwith him whcn he
camc ro Lhasa. during rhe l4rh cenrury.
Sincc rhen r he reliquary sratue ofyogi was
houscd in the Pangsa Monasrery as a chie[
relic.

Earlier, the Dalai Lama was reponed ro
have preached rhe benefits of receiving
blessings from thc reliquary srarue ofrhe holy
Yogi roTibetan devorees and pracritioners
during his religious reachings in India.
In aftermath ofrhe Dalai l-amals discorrrse

on rhesacred nature ofthe reliquary srattre,
rhousands olTibetan pilgrims and devorees
have been flockirrg to Pangsa Monastery ro
receive blessings from thc holy relic rilldate
from all parrs ofTiber. In one incident,
a-round forry trucks packed wirh devorees
and pilgrims rcporredly visiced rhe relic
statue cvery day berween August and
Seprember 2007. In rhe lasr many morrr hs.
rhere has been a sraggering increasc in rhe
number ofdevorees visiting the rcliquary
statue at PangM Monastery The movcmcnrs
ofTibetan devotees in large numbers ro rhe
Monasrery drew rhe arrenrion and
apprchension ofrhe Chinese auriorities. The
Chincse governmenr mainrainsa stricr curb
and resrricrion on the large congregarion o[
religious devorees insideTibet as a srandard
measure ro conrrol Tiberan peopie and to
regulare religious pracriccs,
Parricularly, in reccnr rimes, rhe Chinese

govcrnmenr has alrcady placed an
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unprcccdcntcd restriction in rhe

movcments ofTihtan PeoPlc insideTibcr

parricularly in "TAR" in rhe lighr ofChina

hosting2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing'

The incident of Tibetan dcvorees in

thotrsands flocking to thc monastery has lcd

ro rhc closurc of Pangsa Monasrery during

the sccond week of October 2007 in
backdrop ofChinat Lrsual fear and stspicion

ovcr the bLrgc congregation ofTibcran people

in one place.

TCHRD expresses its grave concern ov€r

the outragcous violarion of denying the

Tibetan devotces and practitioncrs from

eniofng their right to religious fteedom and

beliefs.The Buddhist culrure is an integral

part ofTibctan pcoplc's culturc and way of
life and therefore placing such restrictive

curbs only conradics rhe spiritofChinese

constitu(ion wherc rhe right ro religious

pncticc and bclic6 is guannleed to dl ofits

citizcns.

TCHRD calls uPon the Chinese
authorities to immcdiately lift thc closure

ofllngsa Monastery and allow rhc'I'ibctan

devotees to practicc their religious bcliefs.
I

Commerciolizotion
of o holy
pilgrimoge sile
Donkar Kyab from Sarum Mllagc, Karma

Township, Dzogen, NgaPa Prefecrure,

Sichuan Province Tibct Autonomous
Prefccrure (TAP) Counry testified to the

Ccntre abour a construcrion ofnew road

which runs rhrough Kirti Monastery in

Ngaba Prcfecturc in order to convert a

famed pilgrimage site into major tourist

annction spot.

According to Donkar Kyap, a famcd

retreat hcrmitagc cavc called "Taksang or
Tigcr's Den" is locared right in dre interior
part o[the vallcy on a cliffsidc, which the
Tibcnn dcvotccs comc to pray and seek

blcssing. Evcry year thc pilgrimagc sitc
attracr thousands of devotecs.

Of larc thc Chincsc authoritics madc a

proposal to convm thc holy pilgrimagc sitc

into a tourist anraction sitc for commercial
purposes. Since thc holy cave is locatcd way

up in thc inrcrior parr of rhe valley, a

construction ofa road is necessary to make

the cave acccssible ro tourisrs.

According to the blue print of the road

construction, it is ro run in closc proximiry

ro rhe monastery In response to aurhorities

plan, around scvcn hundred monks fiom the

monastery immediately raiscd their obiection

ro the cons(ruction. They raised their

concerns and worries about the adverse

impact ofroad will have on rhe monas(ery.

Donkar Kyap explains thar the officials

liom Public Securiry Bureau (PSB) ofNgapa

Prefecrure summoned thesenior monks of
Ngapa Kini Monasrery for a meeting in April

2007. During the meering, the PSB of{icials

disclosed them abou( a constluction ofnew

road projecr which was to run a.long rhe Kirti

Monasrery.

The monks complained to the officials that

once the road is constructed, restaurants'

shops and hotels would mushroom up on

rhe road sides, thus damaging the pristine

and quiet atmosphercofthe monastery and

also affecting the studies and quiet
conremplation oIthe monks.

ln response to monkd clmPlaints, the PSB

officials stood up and shoutcd, 1{ll ofus are

rhe citizcru of the Peoplei Republ ic ofChina.

lt is for thesakcofour nationalsecuriry and

derelopment we are regularing rhe rcligious

instirutions. Religion brings no dwelopment

and prosperiry. Rcligion is poison. Our

Morherland China would not have

progressed andentcred thc cra ofprosperiry

and modcrnization if wc had clung to thc

old superstitious bcliefs of religion. You

peoplc are still the prisoners of old Tibet'

and stillyct to undcrstand the ideologies of
socialism."

Dcspite strong protess from thc monks,

rhe PSB officials ademaorly stated that the

construction ofncw rcad will go ahcad. They

also warncd that those who hindcrs the

consmrction ofncw road will bc arrcsted and

6ce dire consequences.

The local Chinese authoriries have a plan

ofconvening rhe holy pilgrimagesitc inro a

major rourist dcstination by scning up shops,

resaurans and picnic garks. ln order to carry

our rhe implcmentarion of rhc blue print,
rhc Chincse officials have a plan ofmoving
in hundrcds and thousands ofHui Chincse

workers and migrants to thc arca. At the

moment, significant Hui Chinesc sctrlcrs

werc running garment shops and orher

groccrics in the viciniry of mo nastery.

As it was secn in maior Part of
infrasrructurc dwelopments in Tibetan arcas,

many of thc dcvclopmental proiecrs have

lirtle economic beneGts to the local 'I'ibetans

who arc largcly the nomads and farmers.

Therc is littledoubt that the money churn

from the cnterprise will be reaped by

aurhoritics and those who invested in the

busincs.s venture.

In recent times, due ro tremendous

economic growth in Mainland Chirra,

rhousands and rhousands of rich Chinese

Buddhist visirs rhe holy pilgrirnage sites in

Tibet wery year. Many of holy gilgrimage

sites inTibet have becn converred into tourist

destination site, churning in millions and

millions ofyuans cvcry 1car.
This is yet anorher orample of communist

parry's brutaliry and inscnsitiviry to the

religious beliefr andsentiments ofrhc local

Tibctans, Thc Tibctans in Tibcr arc stripped

o[thcir own right o sclf{erermination and

ro have a propcr share ofparticipation in the

decision making proccsses. In this case' the

repcatcd plea of the monks of Kirti
Monastcry was rcjected and went ahcad

despite strong ob)cction fiom theTibetar
people.

Meanwhilc in anorhcr incidcnr, an

ancestral hor spring sitc in Khumtsar
Township, Dzogen CounrY, NgaPa

prcfccture in Qinghai Province Tibcr
Autonomous Prefccturc (TAP) was

nationalized by the local authoritics as the

place attracted hundre& and thousands of
touriss who come to the spot to have a rirual

dip as thc hot spring watcr is bclieved to

have containcd medicinal healings. For

ccnrurics, the localTibetans visitcd thc hor

springsitc ro cure certain ailments.

Thc Chincsc govcrnment has issued stcrn

guidelines on visiting thc hot sPringwater
for locals and tourists. Thc aurhorities also

fixcd rates forvisiting thesiec.

l. Thc locals are chargcd 2 yuans

pcr hcad for taking bath in hot
springwatcr

2. The visirors 6om Tirwrrhips and

Countics are clrarged 5 yuars pcr

pcrson for taking bath in hot
spring weecr,

3. The Tourisrs from wesrcrn
countries and China are chargcd

l5 yuans pcr pcrrcn for raking
bath in hot springwarer. f
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Forcing silence in
Congressionol Gold
Thcre arecrcdible reports oo the arrcst ofa
monkof Drepung Monasrery, five peoplc in
Iabrang Tashikyil Monasrery and rwo other
from Kardze region ofTiber for cetebraring
rhc US CongressionalGold Medal Award to
thc Dalai Lama despite severe rcsrriction and
conrrol imposcd by dre Chinese aurhoriries,
according to confirmed information received
by theTibctan Ccntrc for Human Righa and
Democracy fICHRD).

Hundreds ofTiberans in rheir best arrire
converged early in the morning ar Lingkor
Road and Barkhor Srreet in Lhasa fbr
cusromary observance of Sangsol(incense
burning prayer rhar involve rhrowing rsampa
in thc air for success and good fortune) aod
visired monasrcries in large number to offer
p rayats despite Chinese aurhorities im pqirion
ol scvere restriction and vigilance in Tiber
ahead ofand during the US Congressional
Gold MedalAward ceremony for rhe Dalai
l:ma on I 7 Octobcr. The placc adorn a fesrive
armosphere with pcople from allwalls oflife
garhercd fora kind-ofpicnic to celebrate rhe
day, accordiog to rhe informarion received
by rhe Centrc.

Earlier oo l6 Ocober, dozens ofDrcpung
monla had begun repainting the e<terior ofa
hall assigned as the rcsidence ofrhe Dalai tama
witl whitcwash ro exhibir their joyafter US
C-ongress decidcd ro award ir's highcst civilian
honor to rhe Dalai Lama. However, the
Chincse audpriries came ro stop rheactivirics
in rhe monastery. In the morning of 17
Ocrober, whcn monks resumcd painting
auspicious symbols insidc the Drepung
Monastcry, rhc Public Sccurity Bureau (pSB)
Officcn moved in to srop the monla resulting
in violent scuffles bcrwecn the monks and
the officers which left a monk wirh inlurcd
head. There was also report ofarrest ofa mon k
from Drepung Monasrcry during rhe
celebration of rhc award.
According to one report, a largc conringenr

of around thrce thousand armed police
surrounded rhe Drepung Monasrery ro carry
our the round-the-clock vigilance of rhe
Monastery and refused to allow aoyone ro
entcr and lcavc rhe monasrcry ln addirion,
strict checking were donc to restrict pcople's
movcmcnts ar rhe road leading from west of
Lhasa towards Lhasa ciry Similar bans and
rcstrictions wcrc imposcd ar the Ncchung

Tibet qs
Medol

Monastcry located below the Drcpung
Monastcry and at rhe Sera Monasrery
situated north ofLhasa City.
According to sources inside Tibct, a large

conringenr ofPeople's fumed Police (PAP)
and PSB oflicers were presenr ar rhe major
roads parricularly at rhe famous Barkhor
Strcct in Lhasa. Additional surveillance
cameras wcre installed around rhc ciry to
idcndfr rhe people ancnding the Sangsol
(incensc burning prayer) and to monitor
wherhcr any ethnic Tiberan government
employecs are participating in the prayer as

rhey are banncd from parriciparing in
religious activities.

In a similar incident, a monk and four
laypersons wcre arresred while celebrating
thc US Congressional Award to the Dalai
Lama in Amdo labrangTashilg,il Monasrcry
in Sangchu County, Kanlho ',Tibcr
Autonomous Prefeoure" ('TAp'), Gansu
Province. The five pcrsons werc arrested
following offering ofsangsol prayer and
bursring firecrackers in cclebration ofthe
award ro the Dalai lama. There were also
rcports oftwo libctaru having becn arrested
from Orhok Village, Lithang Counry,
Kardze "Tibecan AutoDomolrs prefecrurc"
('TAP') on l7 October following hoisring
praycr flags and lor offering Sangsol pr ayer
for rhe Dalai Lema, who reccived the US
highcst civilian award. Although rhc Cenrre
could nor asccrrain their idenrities, houcvcr,
wc will conrinue to moniror the siruarion
iruide Tiber and cordidons oflthose arresred
by the Chinese authorities.
The centre has rcponcd a serrcre imposition

of rcsuicrion and hcighrcned vigilance prior
ro rhe award ceremony. Despite rhc
resrriction and vigilance, Tibetan people
across rhe rhrce tradidonal Trbetan provinccs
risked arrest and detenrion by cclcbrating
the day wirh prayer and fcsrivities.
Although it was reponcd dnt there has bcen
lidc spacc for celdntion in rcrnote Tibctans
areas, howwcr, it was not the cesc in bigBer
towns and ciries whcrc scvcrc rcsrrictions
and bans werc imposed by rhe local
authoriticc to prevent cdcbration.
Thcse hcightcnd mcasurcs and rcsuicrions
have rcsulted in violatioo of fundamcnral
human rights of Tibetans in Tibct by
arbitrarily arrcsting dran for oftring praycrs

?,
Dqloi Lomo receives US

and celebrarion in honor ofthcir spiritual
leadcr-rhe Dalai Lama. TCHRD expresscs irs
serious concern on thewhereabouts and rhc
condition ofrhosc arresred and condernns
in strongesr rerms for violaring rhe 

-Iibctan

people's fundamenral human righrs
guarantecd in rhe Chinese consriturion and
maior inrernarional human righ$ covcnanrs
and rreatics which she is parry to. !

Rrlnbow archs ovor orepung monaslery on lhe
day s4len Congressional Gold Medat was
awarded to the Dalai Lama.

On 16 October 2007, Tibelans gear towads rc.
painting erterior of hall with h,tlitewash wiich
was the resideoce of the Dalai Lamas as a dis.
pl.y of ioy whon US Congress confer its highesl
civilian honor to the Oalai Lama.
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A group ol policemon stationed on the hill
above orcpung lilonaslery to teep yratch ot
monk sneaking avf.y to Lhasa city.
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Chinose policsmen keeping guard at the
westem tenaco of tho Drepung llonastery on 17

October 2007.

Chinese army troop on standby iniide thg
compound ol 0repung trionastery to rapidly
qusll any show of defiance to gov.rnment
odols.

A huge contingenl of Chinese troop stalioned
al 0ropung Monastery for rapid action.

Tibetans in a sheer act of bully and
officialdom.

During the construcrion ofthe tunnel,
the local authoritics srationcd military florce

around the mounain and barredTibeurrs
from going near the mounrain site where
rhey were cons(rucling rhc tunncl. I:rer, ir

was known rhar the construcrion of the
tunnel was just a pretext, a cover to fool
and dcceive local llbetaru abour the mining
activiries going insidc rhe mounrain. The
mountain actually conrained a rich deposir

ofmany flatural rcsoLrrccs which Chinese
wanred ro cxplore.

Lobsang Tendar says, the Chinese
gov€rnment has been rather insensirive ro
the localTibetans sentiment and rhcir way
of lifestyle. For instance, thc presenr
highway is corutrucred in a dosc proximiry
to rhe Khangsar Monasrery In summer the
local'llbetans from regions such asTawor,

Hai, Ngawor, Hor, Charkor celebrated

summer picnics and horse racing festivals
on an open grassland pasturc near the
Khangsar Monastery. Thc monasrery is alrc
a maior cenrre ofattraction forTiberans for
religious festivities and ri ruals. Thcrefore thc
consrruction ofthe highway is abig risk for
pedestrians and festivc goers during the
major celebrerions.

At rhc momenr, rhe local Tibetans were

b.rrred from hiking on rhe mounrain sire

stating it is a risk for drem ifin case landslides

and other naual calarnirics srrike. In realiry,

rhe hccric mining and resourceexrraction
acrivities has been taking place in thc
mountain core thar rhe aurhoriries don'r
wanr rhe local Tiberans ro noric€ rheir
activities.

This is a rypical case o[ how Chinese
aurhoriries deny and violare the
fundamental human rights ofthe Tibetan
pcople and thcir day-to-day traditions. In
rhe 6nd andysis, rhe highway construcrion
does nor bring any benefit for rhe local
Tiberans who arc supposed ro be
beoeficiaries of China devclopmental
projccs in Tibct. Thc highway only bcnefi ts

thc China's long tcrm dcsign ovcrlibct and

thcir hungcr for Trbet's rich raources co

6rel thc massivc cconomy, I

lrlonks walking by under close ry.tch by tho
armymgn,

,T
G TCHND

Policamon gu.rdlng wort linglor p.th o,
orupung onartory.

Mining ond conslruclion of o highwoy
rood in Gonsu Province

ill
1',

tobsa-ngTcndhar, 27, a monk from Tawoer

Mllage Kharma Township, Dzogcn Counry,
Ngaba Tibet Autonomous Prcfccrure C[AP),
garcTCHRD rhe following restimony abou t

a consrrucdon ofHighr*ay berwecn Sichuan

Province to Chendu.
The consrruction of a broad highwaywith

estimate lengrh of more rhan rhousand
kilometers has been going on for last tcn
years under thesupervision ofrhe Chinese

military. The highway can handle four
vehicles simultaneouslyand said ro be made

ofa high quality material. The highwaylinks
rhc rwo maior cities of l.anzhou in north
easrern part ofAmdo and rhe Chinese ciry
ofChengdu. The highway currenrly runs
through Gansu province, Dzogey Counry
and ends at Chengdu ciry
The Chinese govern men t has spcnr billions

ofdollars on rhe highway proicc and thc
construction is due ro complete by the end
of2007. Although the consrruction ofrhe
highway projecr rlras carricd our in the name
ofbringiog dwelopmenr in Tibet, however,

on a nroresinister note, rheconsrruction of
thc highway is to serve thestraregic inreresr

of China in mobilizing, transporting oI
militaly hardware, equipmena inroliberan
region and dumping hazardous nuclear
wastes inTibet.

The construcrion ofthc highway broughr
significanr damages ro rhe livelihood ofthe
'l'ibetan farmers and nomads as the highway
falls on the rraditional grazing areas. The
Chinese government has issued a

compensa[ion of 50, 000 yuans but the
Tibetan farmers and nomads received only
a palrry sum of 10,000 yauns due to
corruption and extortion by rhe local
authorities.

The part of the highway is to cut a two
kilometcrs long tunnel through rhc
mountain. Incidenrally, for Tibetans rhe

tunnelcuts through a holy mountain named

by'Iibetans as 'Lago Fib: holy si rc] . In wakc

of thc consrruction, rhe local Tibetans
submitted writ peritions to local authoricics

not to construct a tunnel across the holy
mountain repeatedly. Howevcr, the local
authoritis turned deaflca-r to thc plea ofthc
local Tibctans byourrageously srating that
thc mountain site bclonged to thc Peoplc's

Rcpublic of China and not to the locd
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Unemploymenl woes for young
educoted Tibetons

F6

Sonam Choetso a 22-year old student from
Padur village, Maro Township, Nyachuka
Counry Kardze Prcfecture, Tibet
Autonomous Prefccture (TAP) recently
tcstified to TCHRD about the
unemploymcnt woes faced by the young
Tibctan graduares in Tiber.

Sonam Choetso hailed from a humble
peasant family. Her ambition to pursue
higher studies was rhwarted when faced
with firuncial consrraints ar home. She could
havecontinued herstudies ifshc was able ro
aflord high tuition fee. Evennrally she setded

down to find a job bur jobs wcrc hard to
come by.

Shc remained uncmployed for a while
and thcrcaficr she joined Tibetan Medical
Insriture after her graduation, She rook up
Tiberan Mcdicine as Major subjecr and
srudied Mandarin and English languages for
five years ar Sichuan Tibetan Language
School in Dhartsedo County, Kardze
Prcfccturc Tibcr Aulonomous Prefecrure
(TAP).

Normally rhe studenrs pay around 2400

1'uans for mid term ruirion fee. ln a year
studenrs have ro pay around 4,800 yuans
for ao entirc one academic year excluding
accommodation and mess expenscs. Sonam
Choetso says,'I had to cconomize myshoc
string budgct, spending a meagcr 120 yuan
wcry month ro mecr my basic nccds."
Thc Chincse governmeot claims rhat they

arc providing free primary and middle school
education to citizens undcr rhc'NincYcars
Compulsory Educarion'. Howcver, in
contrary to rhcir clai ms, thcTibetan smdens
arc imposed with hcfty tuirion fccs whcn
rhey go for higher srudies. Thc Tiberan
srudcnts who camc from semi-nomad
families arc thc oncs mosr affcctcd by rhe
cxorbiunt tuition fecs imposition.

The Tibetan parcnr in order to afford
such exorbirant tuirion fces goes to collecr
Yartsa Gunbu fungus [Botanical namc:
cordyceps Sinensis] ln China, the carerpillar
fungus is widcly used in mcdicine and
titched lucntivc pricc whcn sold in markcts.
Thosc parcnts who havc morc rhan two
children scll their animal livotock and
propcnics to scnd rhcir children to school.

lronically, rhc future prospecrs of
educarion and finding decenr jobs are grim

in roday's Tibet due to thc discriminatory
pncticcs against rhc Tibcraru. Thoce Tibetan
srudents who have a good command over
Mandarin languagc can only ffnd a job. ln
the case ofSonam Choeao, she didnt ffnd a
job after she completcd her Tiberan Mcdicd
School becausc hcr Mandarin wasn t good
enough.

One ofpopular avenues offindinga good
career prospect is gerting rhrough the

Eovernment civil servicc exam inat ion.
Howcver, Tibctan srudcnts with their
educational background in Tibetan studies
are not preferred by the Chinesc aurhorities
when it comes ro new recruirment. The
examination srrucrure is such thar only l0
marks are allotted for Tibctan srudias and
other 90 marks allotred for non-Tiberan
srudies such as Mandarin langtuge and other
subjecrs. So Sonam Choerso and many of
her Tibetan pcers hce difficulties challenges

in gerting decenr jobs and enioying
prospcriry under China's'harmonious
sociery' campaign.

After failing ro find ajob, she went on to
practice her mcdical knowlcdge in rcmore
Tibetan areas sellingTibetan and Chinese
medicines. She provided mcdical scrviccs ro
remorc areas whcre there wcre no hospitals
and doctors,

In 2007, she finallymadc her decision to
leave Tibct and comc into exile to find
educational opportunitics which is not
possible in Tibet. She currenrly livcs in exile
India. I

New Restrictions
for Tibeton civil
serryonls in Tibet
Phentri Kyi, 3l from Phclshar Township,
Dado County Golog Prefccture, Tiber
Autonomous Prcfccrure (TAP) testificd to
TCHRD about rhc new restrictions placcd
on Tibetan civil scrvants to display thcir
loyalry ro rhe Communis ltrtyand to display
atheism ro the statc.

Phentri kyi sap, "itwas hopcless ro find a
job for mc had it nor ben my rcladvei timcly
help to paid a huge bribc to rhe Chincse

ofTicials. Ifone were to follow the normal
procedure, ir would take yean to ger ajob. I
worked in government srore for seven years

and during which rhere wcre no increments

in my salary and besidc the Chinese sraff in

our shop were paid higher. I[weTibetans
complained abour rhe discriminarorv
rrearments, only wewoLrld land in a rroublc

and possibly beingsacked from rhe job.

Phentri Kyi further explains toTCHD that
"Thenbetan srudents flrom Golog protested

in front ofgovernment office abour the lack

of employment opportunities and high
unemploymenr rate arnongsr the educated
Tiberarr graduares. Tlrel had rlso *rirren
petirions ro rhe Counry officials but were

responded by crackdown and fbrce."
She says, "Todav the majoriry o[ rhe

government civil servanrs are Chinese hailed
from various parts ofChina. They are paid
higher and wirh on going intlu-r ofChinese
migranrs and skillworkers, more and more
Tiberans are lefi unemployed and lose their
jolx."

ln recenr times, "theTibetan civilservanrs
and staffgovernmenr offices are not allowed
ro apply flor visa ro lndia. Thev are cspecially
barred from seeking an audience wirh rhe
Dalai L"ama. Ir is considered a serious crime
and the concerned person willbedcah wirh
serious consequences."

She continued, "Onc day in June 2007,
rwo Chinese police came ro my office and
interviewed me abour my son. I rclused ro
disclose the facr on several occasions. I was

inrimidated and harassed by rhe police
officials abour rhe whereabouts ofmy son
who is a reincarnated lema, Tulku srudfrrg
in one of rhc monasrcry in India. Evcnmally,
I left Tibet and fled to India. I procured a

visa pass to India bybribingan official paying
him a ransom of3,000 yuans. Normally thc
standard visa fee is only vo hundred and
fifry yuans. In recenr times, there is more
restricrion placed on 1-iberan civil scrvana to
procure a visa to travel ourside." !
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TCHRD presents talk to
legal students

On October l5 2007, the Students for the
Promotion of I nternational Law
Organization convened a workshop ar
Gangkyi staff mess, Dharamsala for a

symposium on a topic, "Refugees and
lnternational law". To argue Centret legdist
perspecrive on human righrs violarioos
taking place in Tibet, Mr. TLnzin Norgay,
Centret UN Afairs Personnel gave a lega.list

prcsentation on lnternationd declarations
such as covenants, UDHR and other legd
stipulations during the gathering of the
studenr for the promotion of internationd
law. f

TCHRD distributes
publication

On 28 October 2007, Himalaya Parivar
organized a Tibet awareness activiry for
lndian srudentsstudying in rarious colleges

in Shimla in a form ofdisplaying literatures,

books and reports on Tibemn poliry, cufture
and human rights situation inside Tibet.
Seizing the occasion, Centret staff Ms
Phurbu Dolma was specially disparched for
displaying and distributing Cen rre's
ptrblications for the occasion. I

TCHRD meets the vice

President of EU Parliament

On 5 November 2007, Mr. Chukora
Tsering Agloe, researcher and Mr.
Yardrong Lobsang Tsultrim, field officer
at the Centre briefed the Vice President
ofEuropean Parliament and his staffabout
the current status ofhuman rights and the
Tibetan freedom movements in exile
during EU Vice President's rendezvous

wirh Tiberan NGOs based in Dharamsala

ar Chonor Guest House. I

TCHRD participates Active
Non-Violence Workshop

On 9 Novcmber 2007, Mr. Yardrong
Lobsang Tsultrim, Cenrret field officer
participared in a workshop givcn by Acrive
Non-Molence Organizarion at Gangkyi saff
mess, Dharamsala on an invitation senr by
the active non-violent organization. The
workshop was ro reiterated the principlcs and

ideologics ofMaharma Gandhi and the Ddai
Lama in the context ofaccepting rhe globd
redism and to also ro aflirm that rhe acrive

non-violenr approach can be rhe most
suitable stratcgy ro engage China and ro
resolveTibet issue in rhe context ofglobal
geopolitical scenario. The workshop
attendees discussed various aspect ofdre non-
violent freedom struggle of rhc'Iibetan
people. f

TCHRD briefs
international students

On l5 November 2007, Mr. Chukora
TseringAgloe, researcher and Mr.
Yardrong LobsangTsultrim, field offi cer
gave a briefing mlk to l5 international
college srudents from USA, Australia
and Canada on current Human Rights
Situation in Tibet at Peace cafC, Mcleod
Gani. The talk was followed by lively
interacrion and discussion. I

Jampa Monlarn addresses

Sherab Gatsel tnbling School

On 30 Novembcr 2007, Mr. Jampa
Monlam, thc Assisant Dircctor of the C.tnrre

was invited to deliver threc hours address to
some mor€ thar s€ven hundred studenr of
Sherab Ghatsd Lobling School, formerly
known as Tibetan Tiansit School. Mr Jampa
gave a talk covering a wide range oftopics
from human righu, development, violations
and some of the pressing issues faces by
Tiberan people inside Tiber. He later
answered over hundred quesrions posed by
rhe srudents in an atmosphere of heated

exchange ofopinions and discussions wirh
rhe studeots about rhe currenr polirical and

human righrs siruation insideTiber. !

Tiaining Program
In view o[ Cenrret emphasis on staff
empowermenr and enhancing professiond
capabiliry Centre's accounont, Ms Phurbu
Dolma atcended a training stint in advance

accounring (Account-9) in sourh extension

New Delhi from 3 November ro 29
November 2007. f

TCHRD attends seminar to
commemorate the 50 years
in exile

On 30 November 2007, Mr. Yardrong
Lobsang Tsulrrim, Centre's field officer
parricipared in a seminar cum discussion

about how to commemorate rhe 50 years in
exile by chalkingour plans and acriviries ro

remember rhe hllofTiber to China in 1959.

The actual commemotation of the till of
'Ilbcrwill be remembered with sequenc.es of
activities and programs scheduled to take

plaqe froml0 March 2009 to l0 March
2010. In prepararion ro rle comme morarion,

rhe attendees ofseminar cum discussion sar

down to chalk out acrivities and programs to
mark rhe sad occasion olTibcr's history

The seminar cum discussion on 30
November 2007, was firsr of maoy of
meetings and discussions thar will be held
subsequently from rhere onwards. Thc
Tibetan government in exile has set up a
committee to head and carty out the
commemoration ofthe fallolTibet in 1959.

The nexr meeting is to take place in few

monrhs time. I
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E-mail:taphun@tdrrd.org; dsala@tchrd.org;

Ph:009'1 1892 223&3t22fi74, Fax:225874

Tibetan Cenlre for Human Rights and Demosacy
Top Floo(, Nalhang Building

Gangd€n Kyishong

DhararEala 'l 7621 5

H,P INOIA

Website: www.tchrd.org;

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy OCHRD) is an independent
centre which aims to promote and proteci human rights and a democratic polity
forTibet. lt attempts to educate Tibetans on human rights principles and to work
with other human rights and democracygroups as panofa worUwide movement
towards these ends TCHRD is registered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Ac1 21 of 1860 in 1996

lf you would like to subscribe to TCHRD's monthly Human Rights update or to
order one oI our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our offlce.

Partial list of TCHRD publications:

.The Next Generation:The Stale of Education in Tibet Today (1997). Aehind
Bars: Priso, Conditions rn f,Det (1998) . Closing the Ooors:Re/igious
Repressio, in Tibet llggSl.Convention on the Rights of the Cnid (Tibetan
Translation) (1998).Democtaay:An Education Sooklel ( 1998). Fearless Voices:
Accounts of Tibetan Forme. Political Prisoners (1998).Human Rights:A,
Educdtion Booklet (1998)'4 Guida to Human Rights (1999).4 quide to
Ogmoqacy (1999).Tales ol fetrct:Torlure in Tibet (1999),Briefinq papet for
ttavellers to frrbet (1999) ,Torture and lll-Treatment in Tibet (2000). Raciat
Oiscrimination in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing TibetanstCh,na s rawed ecgnomic
policy l20OO). Destruction ot Serthar lnsitute : A Specidt R€pott (2002)
Daspossessedr Land ard Housing Rights in Tibet (2002). Strike hard Campaign:
China's crcckdown on political dissidence (2004) . State of education in
'nbet A human ights perspective l2004l . Kuxing: Torture in Tibet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) . lntemational Bill of Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRD 1996-2006: A Decade of Human Rights Research. Raih/ay and China's
Oevelopment Strategy in Tibet:ATale ot Two Economies. Prisoners ofTibet.
Annual Report : Human Rights Situation in Tibet (1996 - 2006)
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Human Rights begin with you. Your concern
and participation make a difference. Your
support could instillfaith and hope in those who

have been stripped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

Your benefits and respoBibililies
v You'llreceive free ofcostour Human Rightsupdate
v All our publications will be sent for free upon request
, You'llreceive a membership card
, You canjoin qurcampaigns

r Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1001 tor members wilhin lndia
US$ 201 forstudent members outside lndia
US$ 40/- fornon-student members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at dsa/a@lcf,nC. ory or wrate to us on
our postal address forfu rther information.
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TCI{RD press stoteme,it on Humon

Rights Doy
On the occasion of the 59th International
Human fugha Day, rheTiberan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD)
salutes those around the world who srrugle
to defend, prorecr and promote thc
fundamenral freedoms. rhe inherent digniry
and rhe equaland inalienable rights thar are
dre binhrighrof a.ll members of rhe humar
Farni.ly. The Univera.l Dedararion of Human
Righ6 (UDHR) was passed by rhe UN
General Assembly on 10 December 1948
and was proclaimed as rhe'common
standard ofachievemenr for dl people aud
nations' in respecr ofhuman righa. Despirc
uking years to formulare and decades of
exisrence, rhe srrugglc to ensure jusr
entidemenr ofrhe rhirry righa and freedoms
enshrined in the UDHR requires our
atrention roday and everyday.

On I0 December, Tibetans commemorare
nor only Internarional Human fughts Da1
but also rhe conferment in 1989 of rhe
Noble Peace Prize on the Da.lai lama for His
continued struggle For peace and human
righrs through non-violence. TCHRD re-

VOLUME i ISSUEI

dedicates itself to the objectives o[ rhe
UDHR, rhe values ir enshrines and ro irs

ongoing efforts ro promore and defend
human righu ofrheTibetan oeople rn Tiber." Continueu oh next page

Two politicol prisoners
exile
Two political prisoners, Jampa Tashi and

Lobsang Palden, who spenr l2 years in

Chioese prisons, came into exile on 23

December 2007. Theywere released on 29

March 2006 from Pawo Tramo Prison in

Nyingtri County, "Tibet Auronomous
Region" ('TAR").

Upon their arriralar theTiberan Receprion

Cenrre in Kathmandu, Nepel in December

2007, rhey tesrified ToTCHRD about rheir
prison days.

€ome int@

On 29 March I994, rhe Public Securiry
Bureau ofiicers arrested Jampa Tashi, Lobsang

Palden, Chirne Dorjee, Lobsang Tiegal and
PemaTsering oo charges ofremoving boards

from the Chinese governmenr ofiices and for

pasting pro- in depen dence leaflers and
pamphlers in fronr of che Chincse
governmenr ofiices. The pamphlets called lor
freedom inTibet.
Vhile theywere shor-rting slogans such as "[ree

llbcr", rhe Chinese securiry personnel arrived

at rhe spor and rook rhern ro Public Securiw
Continued on page 3
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the Huftan Rights Day (pg 7)
-TCHRO bre ifs Denver University
studenls (pg 7)

Jampa Tashi and Lobsang Palden
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In the past eleven months. the human

rieia and freedom ofTrb€tans in 
-Ilber 

have

*inor.d - unpr.c.dented beatiog at the

han& ofdre Chinese au*rorides. It is highly

reerettable and condemnable thar the

Pe-ople! Republic cf China (PRC)' dapite

bcing a pcrmanent membcr of*re United

Narions ard a srate parry to UN ueatics on

human rights, fails ro respect and uphold

rhe basic principles sct fonh in the UDHR
and drat dre moq blarant forms ofvioladons

arc regululy occurring in the rcgion with

impuniry Chinesc authoritics cootinue to

precticc a gstcmadc deuid ofhumaa righa

ro rheTibetan PeoPlc.

TCHRD received information on scores

ofnew koown cascs ofarrests ofTibctans

suspectcd of polirical acrivities;

continued from Previous Page reincarnation of living Buddhas in Tibetan

Buddhism," which camc into effect as of 1

September this year, dearly demonsuates r}le

Chinese Communist Parryi ademant anempr

to undermioe and tarnish thc cenruries-old

Tibctan radirion ofreligious practice' The new

measures described by the oFrcial press as'an

imoorrant move to insrirutionalize the

-"n"g"^.nr of ,.irromation.' are deliberately

targctld at one of the core beliefsystems of

Tiietan Buddhism rnd ser out'approval

proccdures' for new living Buddhas' It also

underscores the Communisr Parry's agenda ro

underminc and supplanr the Tibetan religious

hierarchy and weaken rhe aurhoriry of
legitimateTibetan religious leaders including

the Dalai Lama;

-China intcrsficd restriqions in Tiulku Tlnzin

Deleki Kham NalandaThekchen Jangchub
Choeling Monastcry with the arrcst of rwo

elderlywomen Odho andApha Bomo, both

in dreir late 50t and residens ofOthokV lage,

Nyagchuka Counry Kardzc "TAP" Sichuan

Province, on l9 July 2007 by rhc Nyagchula

County Public Scouity Brucau @SB) officials.

The women r*'ere alleged to have commiaed

the 'crimc' ofinsdgating people to join thcir

call forTiu.llqrtnzin Delekt rclcase.Theywere

larer released on 27 Augusr aftcr rie aurhorides

ca.lled rhe head of rhe Othok rillage to stand

as guaranrcr for rheir rdease;

-On I August 2007, RonggYe A&ak was

arresed for staging a public protcst during

rhe annual Lithang horse racc festival. In tie
aftermath of Ronggre .{drakt arrest, severe

restrioions were imposed in Lithang and

surrounding uea.s for fear ofa massivc popular

uprising by his zupponers. Thc authorities sent

additional contingens ofPeofet Armed Police

(PAP) lorccs as reinforcemcnts to monitor and

resrrict thc activirics oIhis supporters. L,ater

on 2 I August, three ncphews ofA'dnk-Adruk
Lopoc, Adruk Nyima and Adruk Gyaao were

arbitrarily arrcsted. Afthough NTima and

Gyarso were releas:d after six hours, A'&uk
Lopoe's whereabouts temained unknown
until hiscoun trid;

-On l9 August 2007, Lothok, a 36-yea-r old
Tibecan nomad and a father offive children
frorn Drakar Latse \tlage, Lithang Counry
was arbitrarily derained from a guesthouse in

Chengdu, rhe provincial capitd ofSichuan
Province;

-A near completc gold and copper platcd

colosal sratue ofGuru Rinpoche in Samye

Monastery, in Dranang CouotY, Lokha

P..fe.trr", "TAP" was dcmol'ished bY

Chiaese Peoplei fumed Police (PAI) during

rhe Buddhisr holy monrh ofSaka Dawa in

mid Mav this ycar; and anothcr sta'le of

G uru funpoche *u alrc demolishcd in *re

Frrst week of October in Ngari Darchen,

Purang County, Ngari Prefccture' "TAR"'

In a similar incidcnt on 14 Augu$ 2007, a

statuc of Guru RinPoche under

construcrion at Rongpasa Village, Kardze

Counry Kardze "TAP" was susPcnded

[ollowing the local authoritics' issuancc of

an order prohibiting consrucrion of thc

statrre;

Hcncc during dtc past cleveo months of

2007, TCHRD has documenrcd, among

orhcrs, the fullowing known evcns:

-On I January 2007, aew "Mcasures for

the'Reguladon on Rdigious Affzirs'" with

56 anicles, issued by the I lth Sranding

Commitrce of the "TAR" PeoPlels

Govcmmcnt came to be cnforccd This new

reguladon, insread of providing protcction

for religious affairs, aimed at enforcirg

compliance with goveromenta.l regulations

and policies oo rcligious organizations,

rcligious personnd and religious citizens,

places ofworship and activities.

-Tiberan Communist Parry members, civil

servanrs and even fie ordinary people in

Lhasa were barrned from visiting temples

for a wcek corresponding to the Nationd
Peoplc! Congress and the Chinese Peopleb

Poliriel Consultative Confercnce being

held ia Beijing in March. Parry members

and civil servants wcre issued stark

wamings of faciog expulsion and dismissal,

if rhey prayed at Buddhisr temples in the

Capitd.

-China intensifi ed prohibrtion oIreligious

activitics in Tibet with sevcre restrictioos

aod curbs during the holy month ofSaka

Dawa, which bcgan onl T MaY 2007. The

China Stare Administrarion of Religious

Afkirs (SARA) office's is.suance ofthe l4-
anicle; "Management measures for the

-Since the first week o[ Septcmber 2007,

the Chincse authoritic have commenced an

inrense "Patriodc Educarion" Campaign in

Lithang and thc surrounding coundas. On

2 Scprember, Ad.ruk KalSram, a Tibctan

nomad from Youru Khushul Village, was

arrested for challeoging thc Chioese

authoritics druing the camgaign. In a similar

case on 3 October 2007, Jamyang Tcnzin, a

monk ofYouru Geydcnling Monasrery in

Lidrang Counry was arrcscd for his opcn

opposition to the authoriries during rhe

'Pauiodc Education' Campaign. Thc fate of

these rwo sdll rcmains un}oowni

-On around 7 Septembeq police detained

somc 40 srudcnts allcged to have wrinen

slogans cdling for ttrc rerurn of rhe Dalai

Lama and a freeTibet the previous day on

the wa.lls ofrhevillagc police station and on

other buildings in the village. Wirhin 48

hours, all but scven of rhe studcnts were

released from police cusrody. The seven

studcns, all from nomadic 6milies, are

smdents ofArnchok Bora Village Sccondary

School, in labmng Counry (Ch: Xiahe xian),

Gannan/Kanlho "TAP" in Gansu Province.

Four schoolboys from the group ofscvcn
dcrained are still in custody after being
romrred for ric a.llegcd offence ofsoibbliog
graffid.The use oftorrure is srill ar cndemic

and prevalenr pracrice in Tiber despire

China's signaturc ard ntification ofthe LIN
Coovention Against Torturc. The
prohibitioo o! romute is well esrablished

undcr internadonal law.lt is unembiguous

and atsolute.It is binding on allSetes in all

territories under dteir jurisdicion or effecive

conrrol. k applies in all circumstances and

timcs. Nor is rorrure permisible when ir is
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called something eise: cruel and inhumaa splinist activiries, " and Lothok was given overall human righa siruarion in Tibet and
trcatmen! is-unacceprable and illegal, drree ycars imprisonmcnt by rJre same coun. China remains grim despire inrernarional
irrespeoive ofthe name ir is given; dny ofChina=,s humaorights policies and

-Over 130 Tibcrans still remain derained in pracrices before rhe 200g Beijing summer
-Heightened vigilance and stricr measures various prisons in Tiber for excrcising rhen bfy.pi*. ii. in,..r,",ion"t community.prior to and after rhe coofermenr of the frcedom of cxpression. The panchen shorlj ,"-ind iJirhat behind all the glie
highest civiliar award by rhe US on che Rinpoche, Gedhun Choclgi Nfma.and ,,d gi;;;r;i;" biggest intcrnational
Dalai Lama oo l7 Ocrober 20O7 bave manl .mo!e scnior religious l.rd.rr' ,p.r1f" *.* n"o*-_o,,frere are peopleiesulcd io China'sviolation offundamcntal whereabouts still rem"ir,,ni-o*rr. inside Chioa andTiberwho are harassed andhunan righa ofTiberans in Tibet. The
chinesc authorities urilized yarious The case ofRonggreAd-rak and rhree oricrs i11::l_.-d^,.J:1*y 

for exercising rheir

precau'tionary measures i""t;;i; fromLithangCo?tyTr.n:Y-Y;:;i Hff':1l'T':*::TT:#':*;
hcightened vigilaace, closcr supervision of terrns given b/ Kardze Intermediate People! ;--_--,: --,- -'-
susfected ind-ividuals and former polirical Court-undei vaguely defined charg.! of 

uonsutulon'

prisoners, even resorting to arbirrary arrcsr 'en&ngcring sate security , clearly epitomize t1.---- __ _
and detenrion. ln parricular, the armosphc.. the magnirude orr.p.*.i"r;l ,i";'.i; TWO pOlitiCOl...
at Drepung Monastcry remains rense, with Tibetans inside Tibet are paying for rbe continued f.om page 1

monks under continued heightened peaceGll exercise ofrights enshrined in the
' surveillance. A massive cootingeni ofPAp Chhese constirudou and odrcr fun&mental Bureau office (PSB).'!7hile theywere in PSB

forccs was deployed arouod rhe monastery human rights, which are prorecred 5y oflice' they were pur in scparate rooms for
resrricting people's righr ro freedom 95 intcrnational coveoans to which Chin.lr" three days. During rhe inrerrogarioa, they
movemeot, A monk and four laypcrsons pary. were beaten, rorured with various torture
were arresred, in Amdo labrang Tashilcyil weapons to force rhcm ro confess the name

Monastery in Sangchu Coun[, K"nlio On rhis important occasion, TCHRD oftheir leadcr'

"TAP". Gansu Proiircc fotlowing oftring expresses is concems over China! increasing 
-

ofsangsol Prayer and bursring fu-ecrackerl use ofwaguc_rerms such as "endangpring srate After chree days ofinrcrrogation and mnure,
in cdcbratioo ofdreaqard a U. prUi f"-. sccuriry", "disrupting social order" and the Chioese sccuriry pcrsonnel failed ro
There wcre also repors of rwo Tibetans 'public ordcr oimc", etc., as a part ofChinese exnact confession about who plomed rhe

having bccn arresrei from Orhok Village, law, ro arresr and imprison'Iibcons. TCHRD prorest. They were later rransferred to
'Lithang County, Kar&e "TAI- on 

'iZ urges the Chinese leadership ro put an another prison Pawo Tramo Prison in
October follorring hoisdng pnyer flags and immediate end tothe practice oftomure i1 Nyingtri Counry "Tiber Auronomous

- offeringSangsol pli,er in lionoi ofrhe-Dalai Tibet and ro rhe conducr of "parriotic Region" ("TAR").ln PawoTnmo Prison thcy

Lama'r rcceiving rhe US' highest .ir1;"n education 
ampaigns io the monastic wcre subjectcd ro most ilhumane ways of

award; - instirudons ofTiber.The Gnue urges China torturc, beatiogs and malcrcatment. The
to respecr the provisions io the UN interrogarion and rorcurc lasred for rirce

-Anodrcr shoorilg incidenr on fleeiog Convenrion agaiustTormre (CAT) aod rhe monrhs. After rhar they were again
Tibctaa refugeo at.Nangpa Pass or 18 Intemadonal Covcnant on Economic, Socid transferred !o anorher prison in Parshul
Ocrober rhisyear lcft ninc missingand *rce and Cultural Righrs (ICESCR), ro borh of Couary Chamdo Prefecmre for rwoinonrhs
arresred from the initial group of46 which itisastatcparry China should honor and l5 days. Ir was during rhat rime;'Ilbetans; its commitments to aod ratify the oprional Tsulrim Lobsang, Pema Choephel andTashi

prorocol to rhe CAT and the Internadonal Palden from Parshut Counry Chamdo
-On 20 Novembcr, Kardze Intermediate Covenant on Civil and Political fulhrs preflecrure were arresced on alleged charges
People's Coun sentenccd Ronggyc A'&ak (ICCPR). Thc Centre also calls upon the of shouring "free Tibec" slogans a-nd
ro eighr years of imprisonmcnt and Chinese governmenr ro respecr and comply dcmandingrhe releaseoffivc orher monla.
deprivadon ofpolitical righs for four years wirh incrnariona.l srandards ofhuman righa
on chargesof inciting ro splir the country practices and is constitutional guarantees. In April 1994, rhe Peoplet High Courr
ro undermine rhe counrry! uoiry," and - convicred JampaTashiand Lobsang palden
..sevcrery disr'pring rhe pubric .,0.," il"n'n'J'|?[ttJT:i:i:"#j IX,T ,r ".";;;;,-i;;;,ion",y ..i,"".,."nd
Vhereas Adruk Lopoe, a nephew .f ;;: J.-#.;,t,I.; rc."J;"ro,r;;rfr;; senrenced rhem to l2 years of rigorous
Ronggye A'drak received rhe heaviesr n-"1.V"]",f"^.'i.;ll;;;;;;;;y,o;' imprisonmenr. In addirion. rhey wcre
senrence of ten years imprisonmenr on d;.;;.;. "ijil;"r# ;;;; deprived of polirical righu for four years.

.-charges of"colludingwith foreign separaust ^., .- "*"-" Chime Dorjee. LobsangTlcgyal and pema

forces to split thc co,nrry and disrrib,rcing :l:.:.L]-:::: .rt 
d€?rcrs va.ous human

.poriticarpamphrers 
.'K",kh* (]i.-;i: ;*.: ffi:;:;:lx;"r:lx::* "fr'xi:::.ti#J"T,fiilHl:

arresred on 22 Augusr by che Lirhang l"'ljjji'li;_li,lijll_f::Y "lT'' and - --' ---'" r-
.Counry PSB official, fo. unk ,o*n ,.".o": IP,:TIl-'J"19-',i'-t-tJ:'-1'j 

*"EPtace '
was senrenced ,o nin. y.".,-",i H',t:i*:::;If$7;:::::jffii g:rrNovemberree4Jamparashi and
imprrsonmenton chargesof"carryingout Lobsang Paldcn were imprisoned in pawo
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Tramo prison, Nyingtri Counry Tsultrrm

Lobsanp., P.ma Choephel and Tashi Palden

*er. ii,prisoned in Drapchi' 'Tibet

Autonomous Region' ('TAR").

)n prison. the prisoners workcd in fields'

,egetable gardens and did cleaning activities

sulh as *ashing toilets. Every morning rhe

orisonen carricd out rheir morningd"rill The

prisoners wer. usually made to do hard labor'rr

and condirions in the prison were nor up to

inrernational legal standards ar all.

Politic.al prisoncrs were usually not given

enough visirarion righu while non-polirical

prisoiers had [ar betrer visitation righrs. as

r hey could spcnd more time with rheir visirors

at orison.

Qn Z9 M"..h 2006, JamPa Tashi and

Lobsang Palden were rcleased from Tramo

prison after compledng I2 years ofprison

rerm each. During his relcase' his relati"es wtre

made to o<pres verbal assurances dnt he wont

be involvcd in any polidca.l activities in funue'

Theywere also barred from re-entering rhe

monaslery and From performing religious

riruals and prayers in homes of Tibetan

families.

fu ir has been rhe case wirh many polirical

prisonen who have been releascd. the Ch inese

sccuriry personnel kepr them under constant

vigilancc. They were categorized as third

classes and also not dlowed ro work in highcr

ofliccs by the Cbinese local authoriries'

Having no hop in Tibet, they finally decidcd

to escape to lndia and reached Dharamsala

on 23 Dccembcr 2007.

EP's Chinq
resolution on

humon rights in
Tibel

The European Parliamenr pa^rsed a resoludon

criticizing China lor its poor human rights

recor& in'Ilbet. The EU Parliamenr also urged

the European Commisiotr ro take a srrooger

stance on China.

The resolution regrerr Chinai poor response to

the Dalai [,ama dialogue initiarives to solve

Tiber's status peacefullywith China. It said, "

The sixth Sino-Tibcran round of talks has

broughr about no r,strlu;calls on dre Panies to

make cvery effon in order to conrinue rhe

dialogue and calls upon the Chinese

goverDment Io engage in subsranrtve
-negoriations 

uking inro due considerarion the

delands of *re Dalai bma for autonomy for

Tiber;callson China ro refrain ftom exerring

presslre on states rhat have &iendly relations

with rhe Ddai Lama".

EP! rcsolurion accused China ofviolating dre

fundamenul human rights ofTibetan people

in areas oftomrre, the intensification ofrhe

'parrioric educarion campaign in 'liber's

religious insriturions, forcing'Iibetarrs to

denounce rtre Dalai Lama as a'sepanris ' The

EU also demanded China to allow an

indeoendenr bodv to meet Gedhr-rn Chodcyi

Nyrm", rhe elwenrh Panchen I:ma ofTtber

as demanded by the UN C-ommiaee on the

tughs of rhe Child (CRC).

Resolution
possed bY the
Europeon
Porliomenl:
A. wherees since the set up ofthe EU-China

Summir mechanisrn in 1998, China-EU

relations have strongly developed politically

and economically,

B. *trereas any decision to initiate a human

ri$o dia.logue is aken cn rhe basis ofcerrai n

criteria adopred by the Council, which

norably rake ioro considerarion the maior

concer.N on the pan of rhe EU about rhe

human rights siuatioo on dte glound in rhe

country concerned, a genuine commirment

on rhe pan ofthe authorides ofrhe country

conccrned, with regard to such dialogue' ro

improving the human righrsinration on the

ground, and thc positive impacr which a

human rights didogue may have on the

human righs sinntion,

C. whereas dre 2008 Beijing Olympic Cama

should constituce an ided opportuniry for

focusing theworld ancnrion on the human

ri$ssiruation in China,

D. whereas dre EU is based upon and defined

by its adherence ro the principles ofliberry
democracy and respecr for hrrman righa,

fi.rndamental lreedoms and rhe rule of law;

reolling ar dre sanre rime, *rat dre EU corxiden

rhat adherence to ther principles consirures

rhe prerequisite for peace andstabiliry in any

society,

E. *&ireas the EU-China straregic pannership

is ofgreat imporunce for rhe reladons between

rhe EU and China and whereas a genuine

parurenh ip must be based on shared common

v'alues,

E whereas rlrc strengthening and deepening of

F-ll-China relations could help ro develop

convergent vicws for aoions to ackle global

challenges such as climare change, securiry'

terrorism and non'proliferarion of arms

C. whereas rhere are conrinuous disrurbilrg

reporo of political repression. panicularly oI

ioumaliss, human righrs activisa and memben

ofreligious and ed.rnic minoriries, allegations of

torrure. rvidespread use of forced labour'

frequen r u5€ ofde dea*r penalry aad qrrcmaric

,epression of fieedom o[religion. spcech and

6e media induding rhe Inrernet and thc stricr

controls exercised by rhe Chioese Govemment

over informarion about and access to rie
Tiberan areas ofChina; whereas ir is therefore

difficult ro derermine accurately the scopc oI

human ri$ts abuses,

H. whereas China's engagcmenr and infucnce

in rhe world have incresed considcrably over

rhe last decade, and oosidcring dut ocdibiliry'

democratic values and responsibiliry should

constitute the fuodamental basis of rhe

relationship berween rhe EU and China,

EU-China human righa dialogue9. Regrets

rhar China's human righrs rccord remains a

maner ofscrious concem; emphasises, dlerebre,

the need ro considerably strcngthen and

improve dre EU-China human righs dialogue;

calh orr.the Council to provide a more deailed

briefing to the Parliamenr; coosiders it rcleranr

ro con[inue to organise the EU-China legal

seminar on human righcs, which trscd ro prccede

dte dialogue, with the panicipation ofacademic

ard cMl sociery represcntarives, and in this

regard welcomes rhe esoblishmelr ofan EU-

China Human fugha Aedemic Network

turder Objective 3 ofrhe EuroPeart lnsrrument

for Democracy and Human fughcs (IDHR)

ald calls on the Commission ro cnsute rhat

this nerwork will effectively funcrion in

coopcration with Parliamenc

I 0. Corsiders drar the maners discussed in dre

successive rounds ofdialogue with China, such

as ratificadon ofthe ICCPR, reform ofthe
criminal iusdce system, including rhe death

penaly and rhe sysrem ofre-edr.rcation rlrrough

work, fieedom ofexpression, particularly on

rhe Internet, frecdom ofrhepress, freedom of
access to informarion, freedom ofconscience,

rhoughr and religion, rhe siruatjon of minonries

in 1l bet, rhe relea-sc ofdcrai nees following the

events inTianannren Sqr.n:e, and workers- and

orher rights, must coorinue to be raised in the

conrcxt ofrle dialogtrc, in paniorlarwirh rgard
ro rhe applicadon of rhe reconrmendationi
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resulting from previous dialogues rnutually
agreed upon by borh pamies and seminars on
legal affairs; to rhis end, ca.lls on che Council to
consider exrcnding rhe rime period of rhe
dialogue and ro allow more rime for disctusion
of rhe issues raised; calls, finhermore, oo rhe
Council aad Commission ro gay specizJ anention
to complia-nce wiri dle lotemariona.l Labour
Organisarion's conventions with regard, in
pardcular, ro independenr trade unions artd
child labour;

I l. Nores Chinai commirmenr ro supporr rhe
UN Humar fugha Council in perfoimingits
funcdon ofaddressing human righs issues in a
credible, objective a-nd oon-selective manner,
and calls for a suengtheoed coopcration in rhe
IJN qsrem as well as ro cooperate with rhe LN
human righs mechanisms and the intemational
hurnan righa starrdards provided for in the
rele,ranr inrernarional human righs insu-umencs,
including rhe righrs of minoriries;
12. Draws attention ro rhe need for China ro
allow dre Fee expression aod practioe ofrcLigion
ard rhoughr; a.ffirrns rhe need, parricularly in
rhe Iighr o[ rhe discussions among Chinese
officials abour rhe definicion of,religion' and
apeclally 'lcgai rcligion', for a comptchensive law
on religion meeting inremational standards and
guaranreeing genuine religiou freedom; deplores
the contradiction berwcen *re consriturional
freedom ofbelief(enshrined in Arride 36 ofrhe
Chinese Consrirurion) and the ongoing
rnrederenc€ of rhe $are in *re a-ftirs ofreligious
communities, in panio.rlar as rega-tds the rraining
selection, appointmenr and political
indoctrinarion of minisrers oI religion:

13. Regrea rhar the sixth Sino-'llbetan round
ofralla has brought abour no resulc calls on the
parrics ro make every effon in order ro contin ue
rhe dialogue and calls upon rhe Chinese
governmenr ro engag€ in strbsranrive
negoriadons aking inro due considerarion rhe

. demands ofrhe Dalai ["ama for autonomy for
Tiber; qlls on Chjna ro refrain from o<eruing
pressure on stares rhar have friendly relations
wir} che Dalai [ama;

14. Reitcrares is concero over the reporrs of
continuing human righs violarions in'Ilbet and
in the orher provinces inhabited by libetan
people, including tomrre, arbitrary aresr and
detention, reprcssion of religious freedom,
arbirary testrictions on fiee movement, and
rehabilitation chrough labour camps; deplores
rhe inrensification of che so-called pauiocic
education' campaign since Ocrober 2005 in

Tiber's monasreries and nunneries, forcing
Tiberans ro sign dedarations denouncing rhe
Dalai l:ma as a d.engerous separarisc ca.lls upon
China roallowan independeor bodyro have
access ro Cedhrrn Choekyi Nyima, rhe
Panchen Lama ofTiber, and his parenrs, as
requested by the UN Commitee on rhe
Righa ofrhe Child;

15. Calls on China, as a membcr ofrhe UN
Human Righrs Council, ro implemeor rhe
recommendations ofdre IIN special npponeur
on romrrc and ro issue a standing inviation ro
China to UN experu; Is of rhe opinion that
human righrs concernsshou.ld receive much

13re fool in *re buildup ro che Beijing
Olympic Games; and reiterares ,tespecr foi
universal fimdamcntal erhical principles- and
rhc promorion ofa pea.cefi.ll sociery concemcd
"wirh dre preserv"arion of human digniry as
enshrined in Artjdes I ard 2 of rhe dlympic
Chaner:

17. Requesa rhe Inrernarional Olympic
Lomminee to publish is own asses,sment of
China's compliance with the uadertalings
gircn in 2001 before rl.re Games were awarded
ro Beijing stresses rhe responsibiliry ofrhe EU
to rake note ofsuch aa asessment artd rc work
wirh is Olympic Nework ro creare a basis for
responsible behaviour io preparacion for,
during and after the Olympics;

I 8. Is srongly concemed by d-re recenr inoease
ofpolitica.l perseorrioru reJated o rhe Oly,rnpics
ofhuman righs defendos joumaliss, Iawyers,
pedtioners, civil society activists, edrn ic gtoups
sr-rch as rhe Uighurs, reiigious of all fieliefs,
especially Falun Gong practirioners; calls on
the Chinese authorities ro release these people
irnmediardy and ro pur an end ro dresc human
righs violadons, as r*dl as ro dre demolition of
subsrantial nr-rmbels of houses withour
compensatron to make way for rhe Olympic
m trairucures;

cyber dissidenm detained iu Chirr;r ftrr
exercising cheir right ro informarior; reitcmr,s
its call oo rhe Chineseauthoriries ro csrablish
a moretoriunr orr execu(ions durrng rht
Olympic Games in 2008, and ro wirhclraw
rhe ban iist of 42 categoies of people;

20. Draws ancn rion ro *re condusions of ch c
l Trh Chinese Communist parry Narional
Congress, heJd io mid-Ocrober 2007, ar
which different perspccrives and ep,cnnes5
arose rowards rhe implcmenrarion ofhigher
inrernationa.l human righa benchmarks in
China-

Chinq detoin
monks from
Phelkc
Monostery
China detained six monks from phelka
Monasterl Driru Counry, "Tibetan
Auronomous Region" ("TAR") according ro
con-Grmed informa don received by 6c libean
Ccnae for Human fughrs and Democracy
(TCHRD). Thederention ofmonk came rn
rhe *a-ke of"parrioric educarion,' campaign
conducred in Phelka Monasrery by rhe
Chinese audrorities. On 20 November 2007,
rhe monks were florcibly made to sign
documenc denounciag rhe Dalai lama as
'tplitdsf but they refired ro sign dre papers.

In addition to rhe dercntion ofsix mooks,
two o*rer monk Nani and TenpheJ were also
derained after they refr.rsed ro pay a fine o[
10,000 y,uan ro the Chinese governmenr.
There was no funher information about rhe
monks

The Chinese govemment hal inrensiEed rhe
rcrricdons on religious institutions long
described as a basrion ofTibcran nationalam.
The daiJy activities of monla inside rhe
monasterywgl6 kspg under a close scruriny.
According to a reliable reporr. monk of
Phello Monasrery were asked ro vacare rhe
monasrery premiscs. The monastery used to
house around rwo hundred monk bur in
rhe aftennarh ofrhe recenr clamp down by
rhe Chinese govemmenr, rhe monk have
remmed ro their respective homes leaving the
monasrery abandonod and desened.

19. Callson China ro make concrere steps ro
grant freedom oF expression, aod ro respecr
&eedom of rie press, both for Chinese and
foreign joumalisa, rais6 parricular concems
about the lack of implemenration ofthe oew
regulation oo inrernarional journaJ isa acdve
in China, arrd urges the Chinese aurhoriries ro
immediately srop ccnsoring and blocking _

especially with the help o[ mukinarional
companies - rhousands of news and
informarion websires based abroad, calls for
rhe release ofall joumalisrs, Inrerne! users and
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Officisl lies treote
tension in
Nyogthu Cot;nty

Ngawang Dalqa, a monk ftom Mlak testified

rc rhe Tibetan Cenrre for Human fughts and

Demoo'acy ICHRD) about displacement of
over 900 families in Shete villaga 

'\Taruchoe

Township, Nyagchu Couoty, flGum Miyak),

"TA-P", Sidruan Province.

The Chinese government ordered the

consruction ofa hydroelectric power sudon

in 'Waruchoe Township, Nlagchu Counry

Kham lrliyak which had been inhabited by

libcrans for many ccnotia. The local'I'ibetan

communities wete rife with rumours about

Chinai governmenr setring up a mining czmp.

The'l'ibetars rvere hcing a sedous crisis in the

arca. The local Chioese aurhorities told rhe
-Ilberans 

, "Your possessions were only houses,

give us a rorgh estimate ofhow much de house

cosr. In accordance ,;,/idt that we would

compcnsate. Apart ftom that you cent daim

anything &, as *re land belongs to drc State".

Aftcrwards, the local authorities ordered rhe

afftned 1-rbeuru o sign art agreemenr rhat drey

would bc eviqed from dre area for which they

musr sign ao agteement papcr. Howwer, the

local'I i beuns re6.rsed to do so. lncidcnrally, a

well respected local [:ma io Miyak, Choekyi

Gyaltscn Rinpoche, advisd local Tibetals to

pedrion dre case to the cenral governmenr in

Bciiiog. He told drem *ut rhere was no rearcn

for rhem o s@ the compensation agrcement

and also that they had inhabired thc place for

so many centuries, had a land to dll on and

house co say. Therefore, there was no need of
any hrr,7 from the part oflocal Tibeurs to go

ahead and sign the compensadon agreemenr.

As a resu[, rhe locd Tibeuns have not signed

the compensadon agreement to date.

ln 2006, itvas known rhat the Chinae mining

compan ies had already sraned mining aoivities

in a lcw mounrains in and around Waruchoe

Township. ln response, around 30 local

libetans approached the Chinesc miners arrd

requcsred rhem not ro mine at their ancestral

dwelling placc. Having their request tumed

down bythe Chinese miners, the angry local
"Ilbeans sroned rhe Chinese miners.

This year, around (r0 local'Iibeuns fought with

the Chtnese miners and ua result rhe Chirese

localauthorities imposedcurfew on the angry

local 'llberans. The Nyagchu local liberans

wcre oot even allowed to go our to buy essential

comrnodiries &om o rer places. As a result,

uound 30 enraged and furious locel Tibetans

confionted the miners aod rhis resu.lted in

anorherfight. i
Latet in order ro briog thc situation under

control one of the Chinese local authorities

visited the area and told the angeredTibetans

nor to fight with the Chinese miners- He

promird drat hc wou.ld take responsibiliry for

nor taking any fucher action if the loql
Tiberans srop fighting wirh the mining
wod<ers. I:'u rhe angryTrbcra-rswidr&erv to

thcir homes and moments later the local

Chinese authorities sent several hundred

pople's armed police for a clackdov,m orr the

Tibetans. During the crackdown, many

libeunswere iojued. somc seriously

Ngawzng Dakpa firnher tcsrified that the

Chincse police hit widr iron bq.rs fourTiberaos

who had their hands brokcn. One of rhe

Tibetaruwas hit at dre hip, criticallycrippling

him. Afew ofrcrTrbeols receiraed serious head

injurious and wounds causcd by bluot objects

used by Chinese police pcrsonnel."

During rhe incident, Tibetans gathered

rogerher and lodged a complaint with rhe

Counry sccuriry personnel through telephone.

Unfomrnately fie Counry securiry perrcnnel

insread of rcspondihg positively toTibetans'

complainta again beat them seriously.

Scangely, aTibetan employed in the Chinae

seclriry force, apressed his disPleasrue to dre

Chinese seouiry person nel accusing chem of
misueadng rhe Tiberan protesrors with bias

and discriminarion. Latcr, the higher senior

apparatus of rhe Chinesc securiry polices

accused him of'verbal exccss' and was latcr

sackedhim from thejob.

ln the aftermath ofpolice beatings, rhe locd

Trbetans lodged a complaint with the hcad of
Counry aurhorides. He soo rebuked rhe local
'l-ibetans and categorically ignored their

ptition.

ln the end, Iocal Tibetans wcre victims of a

double jeopardy, many of rhem were

permanendy crippled and lhe concerled

authorities gave no medical compeosatioo to

dre victims.

TIBETAI'J CENTRE fCR HUll{Al'l RIGH-|S AND DEMOCRACT-
9t1

The 'Freedom of Speech'medal awarded to
Woeser by Associalion of Tibetan Journalists
(ATJ) during its 1oth lounding annrversary

Tibetan write!'
sworded
Freedorn of
Speech Medql
India-basei Ass&iation ofT'rbetan Journalisa
(AI]) awarded a prolific and widdy acclaimed

Tibetan wrfter Tsering Woeser in Tibet a

"Freedom ofSpeech Mcdal' on l7 December

2007 during is 106 foLrnding annirnersary ar

Gangchcn kyishong Dhanmsala. The award

wx giveo to her for hcr long-sonding dcfiance

ofthe Chinese governmcnt in speaking up as

dre voice of theTibenn peoplc about the

human rigtia a-rrocitics oomrnincd by rhe

Chincse govemment in Tibcc

Upon receivihgthe medal, Slie described it as a

vindication of the enormous inrernational 
-

conccrn on rhe human righasiruatioo imide .

I rb€t.

Norwegian Authors Unioo also awar&d her

"Freedom of Eryrcsion Prbc" for dumpioning

rhc fteedom ofexpression of1.-rbetan people

inside Tibet. She is roday one o[ the most

respected wrirers writing in Ch.inese languagp.

Her writings are conccrns lor their known by

is audaciry, defiance and isste bascd.

She rose ro iotemarional limelighq with her

higtrly conrwersial book "Mres on Tibci' (Ch

Xiztng Bij a compilation of38 shon stories

on Tibemn culture, firsr published in 2003.

The book becamea bestseller in Chirta for iu
sensirive depictions ofisues hced byliberan
people io Tibet. The Chinese authorides later

banned her book, removed her Gom hcr literary

association acorsing her of commining "politio.l

crrors" in herwork. and sraring her opinions in

rhe book "are harmful to the unificarioo and

didarity of the nation."

Some ofher work are "liberAbove" rXtzzzg

Szr2razrr), "Notes on Tibet" and"Map of
Burgundy Red" lXiargbongcdc Ditt1.
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The ExecutEve
Directoc'briefs
TPPRC workshop
porticiponts.
On 27 December 2007, Mr. UrgenTenzin,

rhe Executivc Director briefed some of 80

students and l6 teachers ftom 16 Tibetan
Senior Secondary Schools across India and

Ncpal on rhe sidelines ofthe workshop on
"Tiberan Democracy in exile and siruarion

ofTibet,'organized by the Delhi based

Tibetan Parliamentary aod Poliry Research

Centre (TPPRC) at Tibetan Childrent
Village School, Lower Dharamsala. Mr.
Urgen Tenzin gave a slide presenrarion on
the curreor human righa situation in Tibet
to the studenrs. l:rer he explained to them
rhe democratic principles in rhe context
of rhe currenr exile Tiberan democracy. He
later fieldcd many questions from
enthusiastic students at the eod of his

presenration

Two former
Polilicol
Prisoners shored
their ordeol lo
visiting studenls
On l9 December 2007 , Mr. Dawa
Tsering, Cenrret field officer, and a

forme r polirical prisoner, Ms. Rigzin
Choekyi were iovited by (fill forum) for
their workshop on " Tibetan Democracy
and Situarion ofTibct" to a largc group
ofTiberan srudenrs from various senior
Secondary Schools at Lower Tibcran
Children's Village School Hall. Mr.
Dawa and Ms Rigzin Choekyi, both
former political prisoners, shared thcir
personal srories, prison ordcal, life
ourside prison and situation inside Tibet
wirh the visiring students. Afrer their
talk, srudents raiscd many pertinent
quesrions which were answered to thc

I satisfacrion ofthe studenrc by both the
sPcakers

I
I

TCHRD set {rp
book distribution
slall on Hunron
Rights Doy

On the occasion of rhe 59rhe
In rernational Human Righrs Day,
TCHRD put up a stall for publication
distribution, near the venue of the
official funcrion, in order to creare

gencral awareness on the importance of
human righrs and their *buse ald
violarion inside Tiber. Various special
reports and publications which iocludcd
the Centrt Annual Reports, monthly
Human Righrs Updares, news lerrers in
both English and Tibetan were
distribured.
The Cenrre's staff Bugahgah, Palden
Tscring, Tenzin Migmar and Yardrong
LobsangTsulrrim were in charge ofbook
distribution.
On the occasion, TCHRD rcleased a

posrer and a sticker entitled
"Celebration of Human Righrs
Violations, Beijing 2008-one world onc
dream, iet thcre be human rights in
Tiber", depicting various human righrs
violation-viz torture, csrtailment of
frcedom of cxpression, arbitrary arrests,

detcntions, lengthy prison terms,
religious pcrsecution taking place inside
Tibct by using rhe symbolic Olympic
mascots inside rhe five Olympic rings.

?CF{RE
Denver
University
students
Mr.Tashi Choephel, Researcher,
delivered a talk on the over all human
righrs siruation in Tiber accompaoied by
a power poinr presenrarion, ro a gror-rp

of 15 visiting srudenrs from Denver
Universiry U.S.A on I I Decembcr 2007
at Lhakpa Tsering Hall, DIIR, Cangchen
Kyishong, Dharamsala. Mr. Tashi
Choephel, highlighred the incidents in
Lethang, where a series of peaceful
protesrs, arrests and derenrions took place

this year. He later fieldcd quesrions from
the floor. A documentary fiIm "ltr7'har

remains of us" was later screened to the
srudenrs.

briefs
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t undetveid, kidly rctun to

E-mail:laphun@lchrd.org; dsala@lchrd.org:
Ph: 0091 1892 223363225874, F?,-:225874

Tibelan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy

TA Flmr, Naftang Building

Gangchen Kyrshong

Dhardmsala 176215

H.P INDIA

Websile: www.lchrd.org;

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and OemocEry (TCHRD) is an independent
centre which aims to promote and protect human rights and a democratic polity
tor Tibet. lt attempts to educate Tlbetans on human rights principles and to wo.i
with otherhuman rights and democracy groups as part ofa worldwide movement
towards lhese ends. TCHRD is regislered underthe lndian Societies Registration
Act 21 of 1860 in 1996.

lf you would like lo subscribe to TCHRD,S monthty Human Righls update or to
order one of our publacations, please send your name and postal details
(includjng +mait) to our oflice.

Partial list of TC HRO publications:

.The Next Generation:The State ot Education in Tibet Today (1gg7l. Behind
Barc: Prison Conditions rn fibet (1998) . Closing the Ooors:Re/iglous
Repressio, in Tibet (1gggl.Convention on the Rights ot the Chitd (Tibetan
Translation) (1998).Democtac!:An Education Booklet (1998). Feerless Voaces:
Accounts ol Tibelan Former Polilicat Prisones (1998).Human Rights:,4,
Education Booktet (1998).A Guide to Human Rights (j9991.A guide to
Democftcy (1999).Tales ol Teftor.Toiure in Tibet (i999).Bdeting paper tor
t@vellers to f.i.bet (1999) .Torture and ltl-Treaiment in Ttbet (2OOO). Racial
Discnminalion in Tlbet (2000). lmpoverishing Tibeta n s:Chira s ,awe d economic
policy 12000). Destructioo of Sefthar lnsitute : A Speciat Repod (2002)
Oispossessed: Lardard Housing Rights in nbel(2002). Strike hard Campajgn:
Chinas cQckdown on political dissidence (2004) . State of education in
Tbel: A human ights peEpective 12004) . Kuxing: Torture in Tibet (2005) .
Death Penalty in China (2005) . lnternalional Bill of Human Rights (2005) .
TCHRD 199G2006 AOecade of Human Rights Research ' Railway and China's
Development Slrategy in TibetrA Tale of Two Economies . Prisoners ofTibet.
Annual Report : Human Rights Situation in Tibet (1996 - 2006)

,g
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Job l**l+ 4;,11, TCHRD

Human Rights begin with you. your concem
and partlcipation make a difference. your

support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Your benelits end responsibilities
v You'll receive free of clst our Human Rights update
v All our publications will be sentfor free upon request
v You'llreceive a membeBhip card
, You can join ourcampaigns
v Annual membership fee:

Rs. 1004formembers within lndia

US$ 20^ for student members outside lndia
US$ 40 for non-studenl members outside lndia

Please e-mail us at ds ala@tchrd.otg orwrite to us on
our postal address forfurther information.
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Join hands with TCHRD
BECOME A MEMBER


