
illlMArll Rl0ilr
It ilAll RO{IS .?&

ri3nE|trlr EHlroltr
Ihdarofit ftr

Hffi'l Rirhb r|d Ddrc.lri L
TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY -JANUARY 20O2

The Tibetcn Cenlre for Humon Righh

ond Democrocl welcomes lhe releose of
Ngowong Choephel, o 36-yeor-old
Tibeton musicion, on medicol porole.
Ngowoog Choephel served six yeors ond
hqlf out of o tolol sentence of l8 yeors

in Chinese odministered prison in Tibel
for filming hoditionol Tibetons orls in
Chinese-conlrolled Tibet He londed in
Woshing on on 20 J onuoty 2002.

"This geslure by lhe Beijing
Governmenl is however nol lo be
underslood os Chinq respecling the
humon righh in Tibel. We recognise lhis

recenl move os well-limed to coincide
with the US President Bush' stole visil lo
Chino in o monlhs' lime os well os lo
overl inlernolionol criticism on humon

righh in Tibetduring the impending 586

United Notions Humon Righls
Commission scheduled to be held in
Morch 2002 in Genevo", soid Nozin
Dolmo, TCHRD Reseorcher.

Ngowong Choephel stu d ied
elhnomusicology in Middlebury College

in Vermont, US, os o Fulbright scholor

in 1993 ond 1994. ln July 
'1995, the

Ch inese police orresled Ngowong
Choephel from o mo*et in Shigohe in

Tibetwhile he wos on o lour to reseorch

ond lilm o documentory on lroditionol
performing orts such os Tibeton folk

songs ond donces. He monoged lo give

his videoiopes to o western koveler

bebre he wos orresled. The l6 houn of

lhe video foologe reveoled nol even o

single scene of polificol oclivity.

The Chinese govemment qdmitled l'o

his delention on l5 Oclober 1996, o

yeor ofi,er his disoppeoronce. He wos
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subsequenfly senlenced lo i 8 yeors on
espionoge chorges ol "spying" for lhe
Tibeton Govemment-in-exile. Iniliolly
detoined in Shigohe Nyori Delenlion
Cenhe, he wos konsferred to Dropchi
Prison on 27 June I 998 ond ihen to tle
high securily Powo Tromo Prison in Pome

County, Nyinglri Prefecture, 500 km eost

of Lhoso, in July 1998. During his
imprisonmenl, Ngowong Choephel
endured heightened molheolment ond
lorlure ol lhe honds of prison officiol,
which exocerboted his olreody froil
heqlth.

Tire londmo* visit o{ his mother ond
his uncle in August2000, ond lhe recenl

releqse is lhe culminolion of exlensive

comp-oigning by vorious humon righls
orgonisotions, Tibelon Advolocy
Groups, Porliomenlqrions, Actlvisls,

Supporlers ond severol govemmenh.

Especiolly. the lone bolile compoign for
Choephel's releose by his molher, Sonom

Dekyi, over lhe yeors hos ployed o

cruciqlrole.
In the Chengdu Generol Hospilol

where Choephel wos supposed to hove

received medicql lreotment, the doctor

described Choephel os suffering from

four differenl oilmenh. He wos denied
proper medicolion when he suffered from

severe illness during his prison doys.

Even while in his thirties, his co-prisones

nicknomed him os Gyokor Pola llndion
grondfolher) owing to his {roil heolth.

TCHRD would like to thonk oll the

supporters, either individuol or
orgonisolions, {or lheir oclive supporl

ond compoign for lhe releose of
Ngowong Choephel.

ln oddifion, TCHRD colls upon Chino
to releose oll the politicol prisoners in

Tibel. There ore now 253 known politicol
prisoners in numerous prisons ond
delenlion cenlres lhroughoul Tibet for
octivities deemed to be "endongering
stole securily". Other prominenl polilicol
prisoners include

. Chodrel Rinpoche, the obbot of
Toshi Lhunpo Monoslery ond Heod of
lhe Seqrch Commitlee to ldenti{y the

Successor of lhe l0s Fondren Lomo, v*ro
foiled lo mqke on oppeoronce ofter lhe
expiry of his six yeors'prison term in Moy

200r
. Geshe Sonom Phuntsok, the

respecled Buddhisl proctitioner ond
leocher, currenily serving o five yeor

senlence for conducling o proyer
ceremony for the Doloi Lomo, due for
releose 24 October 2004

. Phuntsok Wongdu, o monk
serving '14 yeors imprisonmeol for
insligoling politicol octivities, due Ior
releose 2 Februory 201 I

. TonokJigme Songpo, nominoied

by TCHRD for the 2001 Mortin Ennols

Aword for Humon Righh De{enders,

currendy serving o cumulolive sentence

of 28 yeorc for "counler-revolulionory
octivilies", due for releqse on 3
September 201 I by which time he will

be 85 yeors old

' Ngowong Songdrol,, o nun

serving o cumulotive sentence of 2l
yeors imprisonmenl for'seporolisl"
qclivilies, due for releose in June 2013.

' Phunhog Nyidron, reciPienl of

lhe 
'1995 

Reebok Humon RighhAword,

o nun who led o demonsirolion in Lhoso

I

tt



in I 989, clrnenfly sewing o cumulolive
senlence of I 7 yeors qnd due for releose

in October 2006.
. According lo the Son

Fioncisco-bosed Dui Huo Foundolion,
Ngovong Choephel wos releosed under

o previously unknown Chinese legol
regulolion ollowing medicol porole lo
prisonerc who hove served olleosl one
lhird of lheir sentencas ond conltqded
illnesses in prison, These circumslonces
moy opply lo mony o{ lhe Tibelsn
prisoners. ln December 2001 TCHRD
received informolion lhol Geshe Sonom

Phunhok is cunen{y suffering ill-heolth
os q result of his imprisonment. As he
hos served more thon o lhird of his

sentence, TCHRD therelore colls upon
lhe Chinese Governmenl lo olso
immediotely releose Geshe Sonom
Phunlsok under$is legol reguloton. o

Summarv of
human ri

(NPC), where opprovol wos given lo lhe
ruling Slote Council's proposol lhol lhe
PRC ioin the inlemolionol compqign
ogoinsl "lerrorism, splitlism ond
[onolicism'. Addressing this meeling, U

Peng, NPC Choirmqn, soid thot, "The

decision for Chino to ioin the globol
compoign is wise io the woke of'splifiist'
oclivilies in Chinq ond will be helpful to
slrike hord ogoinsllerror creoled in lhe
counlry by inside ond ouhide enemies."

TCHRD believes lhof lhe evenh of
200'l mqke it more vilol thon ever lhql
lhe inlemolionol communily - induding

the PRC - honours lhe intemotionol
convenlions ond universolly-recognised

lows which specifo the righh lowhich oll
humon beings ore enlitled. With lhe
globol spoliight cunently on Chino, due
to ih entry inlo lhe wTO ond ih winning
bid lor the 2008 Olympics, lhe
internolionol communily hos on
opportunity ond o duty lo increose
pressure on Beiiing to corry oul lhe
obligotion s under internolionol
convenlions lo which il is o porly.

Chino's widespreod humon righh
obuses were o cenlrol feoture of
inlemolionql opposilion lhis yeor to ils
Olympic bid qod ih occession lo lhe
WTO. lgnoring world opinion, the
Olympic selection ponel ond members
of lhe WTO hove in eflecl sonclioned
Beiiing's cleorly-documenled obuses
ogoinsl its own populoce ond in
lerritories it occupies induding Tibet.

ln June 2001 lhe Fourlh Tibel Wo*
Forum wos held behind dosed doors in
Beiiing. This high-level meeling seh
Beiiing's upcoming policy on Tibet; this
session hos ploced trcp down "economic
developmenf ond "stobilily" over oll
olh er freedorns ond rights ol fie people.
It is evident from lhe leslimonies of
refugees fleeing ic exile in lndio lhot the
moiority of Tibelons do nol believe thot
they will ever reop the much-vounted
" benefits" from fhe mommoth
"development" projech now being
implemented on lhe ploteou.

The White Poper issued on 8
November 2001 by the ln{ormoticrn
Ofrice of Chino's StoteCqtncil - fibt's
Morch Toword Modemisofion 

- is

crofted lo fu rlher prcrnole qnd enhqnce

z

Chino's imoge in lhe globol oreno.
Brushing oside lhe occepted norms of
civil'ond politicol righh os "Weslem
nolions", Chino conlinues lo coll on
culturol relolivism to iustily ih humon
righh obuses. While still cloiming thot
"economic developmenl' supersedes oll
other rights, Chino rotified the
lntemolionol Covenont on Economic,
Sociol ond Culturol Righh (ICESCR) in

Februory 2001. Yel, lhe lnlemotionol
Covenonl on Civil ond Politicol Rights
(ICCPR) remoins to be rofified more lhon
lhree yeorc ofter PRC become o signolory
to the documenl.

ln his l0 Decembar200'l NobelPeoce
Prize occeplonce speech, the Uniled
Nofions Secretory Generol, Koff Annon,
soid thol in lhis new cenlury "...the
sovereignf ofStotes musl no longer be
used os o shield for gross viololions of
humon righh" ond " ...peoce musl be
mode tongible in the doily exislence o{
every individuol in need". He colled
upon lhe world to consolidole its resolve

io fight ogoinst injuslice ond humon
righh violotions.

TCHRD hos relied upon the fromework
of ICESCR ond ICCPR to presenl ond
documenllhe humon righh situolion in
Tibet throughout 2001 . At the heort of
lhese lwo internolioool covenonh is lhe
righlofoll p€oples lo self-detsrmin olion,
by virtue o{ which they {reely determine
ll,eir politicol stotus ond pursue lheir
economic, sociol ond cullurol
development. Tibelons ore recognised
os o disli nct people wilh lheir own h istory
culfure, longuoge, religion; heir own
ethnic identily ond o shong conneclion
to lheir own lerritory ln lhe context o{
the Tibelon people, the right to self
delerminolion muslrelote to lhe fqcl lhql
Tibelnns ore o people under occupolion
ond lhe coses ofhumon righh viololions
documenled in this reporl stem from lhis
foct. During lhe PRC's dominotion over
Tibet's politicol, economic, sociol,
culturol ond religious life for more thon
holf o century lhere hos been o tolol
disregord for the Tibelon people's righl
io self-determinotion.

At lhe much-publicised September
2001 Durbon World Conference on
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concefn ln
durrng 2001

The evenh of I I September 2001
coused o porodigm shifiin inlemolionol
concem over humon righh. \ryhile most

slolas hove meosures in ploce lo ensure
the securi[ of $eir cilizens, olhers ore
toking odvontoge ollhe I I September
ottod<s to iuslifo inlomol repression. The
People's Republic of Chino (PRQ is o
dislinct cose in poinl.

TCHRD is concemed lhot Chino hos
loken odvontoge of this globol crisis to
stBp up govemmenl oclion ogoinsllhoce
it lobels 'seporotish": Uighuls, Tibebns
ond the Folun Gong. Chino is
otlemplin g lo seek inlernotionol
iusfiffcotion ond polilicolsonclion {or ils
octions. Beiiing chooses to drow no
distinclion belween'lerrorism" ond
"seporofism".

Officiol mcnipulolion of itre new wcld
order become cleor ot the 27 October
2001 Ninlh Session of the 24th Meeting
of Chino's Nqlionol People's Congress
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itical pdsoners cunently imprisoned Tihol

pr0tes t
Sonom Choephel, oged 29,

wos bom in Domshung County,
Lhoso City. He become o monk of
Khomong Monosrery in
Domshung Counfy, while he wos
in his eorly childhood.

On 10 April 1995, Choephel
ond five other monks wenl to
socred Jokhong Temple in Lhoso
qnd stoged o pro- independence
demonslrotion. lmmediotely,
Public Security Bureou (PSB)

officiols of the orao inlercepted
.- fie protesting monks ond took

them to Lhoso PSB Detention
Centre. The officiols sublected the
deloinees to prolonged
inlerrogolion ond lorture sessions
in lhe detention centre.

ln October of the some yeor,
Lhoso People's lnlermediole
Courl possed sentences on the
five detoinaes on "counler-
revohiionory" chorges. Their
sanlance ronged from lhree lo
five yeorc. Sonom Choephel wos
senlenced to four yeon' rigorous
imprisonment.

At the end oI I 995 lhe six

monlc werg tnrnsfened to
Dropchi Prison where lhey wae
tortured ond beolen severely.
Songoy Tanphel, one of lhe six

monks, succumbed to Chinese
{ bn olity on 6 Moy I 996 ofter

intensive lorlure tachniques
employed by the Chinese officiols.
Such torlura methods ore usuolly
employed by Chinese outhorities

to extrocl more con{ession os well
os to dompen the detoinee's
notionolist sentimenl. Tenphel's
deoth is directly ottributed to
torture thot he suffered ol the
honds of prison officiols.

On I Moy I 998, during o
Chinese nolionol flog hoisting
ceremony in ihe compound of
Dropchi Prison, lo conimemorote
the lntemotionol Lobour Doy, the
prison inmoles stoged o moior
demonslrolion. Subsequently, the
prison officiols crushed lhe
peoceful demonstrolion by moss
beoiings ond torture. The politicol
prisonen ond the criminol
prisoners were forced to oltend o
flog hoisting ceremony three doys
loter on 4 Moy 1998 to celebrote
lhe lntemotionol Youlh Doy. Due
to the 1 Moy incident the prison
officiols hove heightened sacuriiy
lo overl onother similor prolesl.
Yet ogoin the politicol prisoners
led o peoceful demonslrolion
ogoind the Chinese ond
demonded for independent Tibet
ond lo slop the genocide in Tibet.
Sonom Choephel wos in the
forefronl of lhe demonstrolion
thot time.

ln lhe cource of demonstrotion,
the ever-vigilonl PSB ond PAP

(People's Armed Police) beot the
prisonerc mercilessly ond quelled
the demonslmtion within minules.
All those who hod porticipoted in
the demonslmlion suffered

punishments in vorious forms
such os beotings, senlence
exlension ond confinemenl in
solitory cells.

On thot very evening, Lobsong
Choephel, o monk {rom
Khomong Monostery committed
suicide by using iron bors of the
loilet window to hong himself,
unoble to beor Chinese bruiolity.
ln yet onother cose five nuns olso
commitled suicide for the some
reoson. Two oiher mole prisoners
died owing lo the some incident.
This protest incidenl resuhed in
totol eight deoths, solitory
confinemenl for mony prisoners
ond sentence extension for mony
more.

Sonom Choephel ond four
other prisoners were singled out
for their iniliolives in leoding the
demonstmlion ond gol severely
beolen. They were kepl in solitory
confinemenl cells for some
months. Choephel's sentence
wos increosed by lhree yeors for
his porticipolion in the Moy
demonslrotion. ln totol, he is

serving seven yeors' sentence in
Dropchi Prison. O

Three more years for leading prison
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Roctsm,Rociol
Discriminolion,Xenophobio ond Reloted

lnloleronce, one of the moin themes of

discussion wos economic, sociol ond

culturol discriminolion bosed on roce.

TCHRD goined occreditolion lo lhis

conference ond presented lhe cose lhol
the discriminolion suffered by Tibelons

inside Tibet shos ils rooh in ihe focllhot
Tibelons do nol hove the right to sel{-

delerminolion ond ore o roce under

occu potion.
On lnlenrolionol Humon Righh DoY,

the UN Humon Rights Commissioner,

Mory Robinson, reiteroted lhol the onli-

discriminolion ogendo odopted ot lhe

Durbon Conference should be "on
integrol porl of efforts to sofeguord
ogoinst ony erosion of humon righh
slondords thot might flow os on
u n inten ded consequ ence of meqsu res to

counler terror". Her words of concem

reflect on tololilorion regimes ond lheir
new-found inlerprelotions of "tenorism'

Bosed primorily on TCHRD's intewiews

willr recenl orrivols from Tibel, ond

supplemented by secondory sor.,rces, lhis

repod furnishes cleor evidence lhol
during 2001 Chino hqs syslemolicolly

violoted lhe humon righls of Tibelons

through policies leoding lo och ond

omissions. Additionolly, officiol Chinese

sources occosionolly provide ond publish

informolion thot gives insighh into lhe

reol scole of humqn rights violotions

continuing ocross the Tibelon ploteou.

Economic, Sociol ond
Culturol Righrs

With its rotiffcotloo o{lhe lniemqlionol

Covenqnl on Economic, Sociol ond
Culturql Righh this yeor, il now becomes

obligotory for Chino lo enocl domeslic

legislolion implemenling lhe orlicles of
lhe Covenonl. Guided by the ICESCR

fromework, lhis report exomines lhe
situolion regording righh of Tibetqns

inside Tibet lo educqlion, economic
porticipolion, heolth, housing ond
livelihood. We hove odd itionolly
inlegroted the rights of women ond
children, os lhey ore two ofTibei/s mosl

vulneroble groups under Chino's
colonisolion.

Attempling tc ensure women's equolily,

$e PRC hos periodicolly inhoduced o

number o{ domeslic lows pertoining to

women's righh. The legislolion now

covers women's politicol porlicipotion,

employment, lobour Proleclion,
educolion ond mqnioge, omong other

concems. To dole, lhese domeslic lows

hove foiled to provide women ocross

Chino with proteclion vio righls to which

lhey ore universolly enliiled. This leoves

Tibeton women litile or no options to

exercise iheir bosic righl to freely

delermine lheir fulures. Birlh control

policies conlinue to deny the

reproductive righh o{ women in Tibeflo

conlrol lhe size of lheir fomilies, decide

upon spocing belween birlhs ond loke

in{ormed decisions on oborlion. Severe

penolties ore exocled lor non-complionce

wilh reproduclive policies. The

disproporlionob discriminotion Ioced !y
women in Tibet is further exomined

porticulorly under fhe Rightto Health.

Children ore lhe most vilol osseh o{

ony sociely, v,hile olso remoining lhe mosl

vulneroble to obuse ond exploitotion.

Chinq hos signed ond rotified monY

inLemolionql convenlions guotonleeing

children proteclion from obuse ond

support lor lheir wel{ore. Despite this,

counfless children in Tibel remoin
deprived of occess to bosic educolion
ond odequote heollhcore. This exploins

why olmost holf of this yeor's osylum

seekers ore under the oge of 18.
Violotions ofThe Righh ofthe Child qre

documenied in this report, porliculorly
under The Rigfu a Educotion ond Heollh

chopters.

The Righr to
Livelihood

A very high proportion of recenl
orrivols inlerviewed by TCHRD reveoled

lhotTibetons, podiculorly in rurol oreos,

ore being denied lheir right to livelihood.

Nomods ore focing o progromme of
excessive lqxqlion ond lencing of
grosslonds which oppeors designed lo
deslroy o quinlessentiol Tibeton woy of
life. Tibeions in lhe urbon oreos ore

focing severe discriminotion ond lqck of
opporlunily in relolion lo employmenl
ond business. One oflhe greotestlhreoh

to lrodilionol Tibelqn livelihoods is lhe

ongoing environmentol destructlon
coused by Chino's rnlensive exploilolion

of relsources, {rom which there ore olso

no benefils thotflow bock to the Tibeton

people.

Under lhis chopter, TCHRD exomines

the rightto livelihood ofTibelons oswell -=os the policies o{ the Chinese
govemmenl lhot inlringe on lhese righh.

The section furlher exomines Beiiing's

ombitious new economic policies ond

lheir impoct on Tibetons within the

norro* delin ilion o{ de"elopment
embroced by lhe PRC government. Wiih

Beiiing's emphos's on economic
developmenl, rein{orced by the 2001

releose of its White Poper on
Modemisolion, lhe Chinese leodership

shows no interesl in odopting o holistic

opprooch to derelopment, oppropricrlely

outlined in lhe UN Declorotion on the

Righlto Developmenl, which stresses the

indivisibilily ond inter-dependobility o{

oll righh.
Chino cloims to be boosting Tibet

economicolly; ho*euer, policies ond

infrosirucfure ore designed to consolidote

Chinese control over the region ond

beneftlChinese migronts lolhe dehiment .
o{the Tibeton populolion. Not only is

lhere officiol neglecto{lheir bosic needs,

but Tibelons ore not consulted on, or

meoningfully involved in, ony seclor of
the developmenl of their country. The

Chinese govemment is pursuing o policy

o{ populolion honsler to suit its economi(

ond politicol ogendo to morginolise
Tibelons in lheir own lond. Theinlluxof
Chinese selflers [urthe' perpeirdles rocism

ond discriminotion ogoinsl Tibetons,
porliculorly in the urbon oreos. This

includes o wide-ronging bros in
employmeni wilh preference given to
hose fluenl in Chinese ond preferenliol

heotmenl of Chinese migronls.

The Right to
Educotion

The NGO Dedorolion odopled olthe
Durbon Confsrence on Rocism, Rociol-+
Dscriminolion, Xenophoho ond Reloted

lntoleronce slqles lhol "...lhe mono-
cuhurol ond hegemonic prodices of lhe
Chinese govemmenl, lhrorgfi l+te school

syslem ond through other Stote
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inslitulion s, hos coused forced
inlegrotion ond ossimilotion ond
deprived lhe Tibelon people of their bosic

humon righls", ln reolferms, this meons

thotTibetrn Lhildren suffer o high degree

of discriminolion in goining occess to
educolion, ond wilhin the curriculum

ond everydoy teoclring proclices.

Chin o's proclomolions ovet lhe

enormous in vestme n t mode in

developing educolion hos litle lo show

in lhe woy of ground reolities in Tibel
ln mony rurol oreos lhere ore eilher no
schools or lhose thol exisl coler only lo
lhose studenh who con offord lhe fees.

An eslimoted 85 percenl of porenh reside

in rurql oreos, wilh incomes lhotdo nol

ollow their children the luxurY of
ottending schools demonding high fees

ond locoled for from lheir homes.

Moreover, Tibeton porenh ore exkemely

concemed wilh lhe increosing ond overt

Sinicisohon of school curriculoe. The

oll-pervosive Ch in ese medium of
inslruction puh lhose Tibelon children

who ore oble to oliend school ot o
furlher ocodemic disodvonloge. For

lhese reosons, iuveniles ore increosingly

dominoling lhe numbers of refugees

fleeing inl,o exile.

The Righl to Heqlth
Wilh exhemely limiled qccess lo

heohhcore focililies, fie wellbeing of
Tibet's populotion is under serious lhreot,

with the levels of molnulrition,
tuberculosis ond other prevenloble
diseoses reoching epidemic propclions.

ln mosl remole oreos, where lhe moiorily

of the Tibetqn populoce resides,

odequote heol*rcore focilities ore virfuolly

non-existenl. For Tibetons wilhin bo$
urbon ond rurol oreos, lhe cosl of
ovoiloble heollhcore is prohibitive.
Romponl discriminolion is yel onolher

inhibitive foctor, oll of which hos lEd to

mony prevenloble deoths ond
unollevioted physicol suffering ond

dislress.

Wilh eslimotEs of uP to one million

HIV posilive persons ocross Chino lhis

yeor, ond on onnuol increose rote of30
percenl, one con cleody exhopolote the

incidence o{ HIV/AIDS in Tibel The

currenl obsence o{ testing focililies,

lreolmenl ond supporl cenlres, or
educolion compoigns, exposes once

ogoin Chino's blind refusol to toke

respdsibility fo,r contoining the epridemic.

The Righl lo Housing
The rotiftcolion of ICESCR in Februory

2001 obligotes Chinq lo now offord
"odequole housing lo everyone'. This

meons providing housing fit for
hobitqlion, in o non-discriminotory
monner, ond indudes the developmenl

of lows lo protecl ogoinst u nfoir eviclions

ond demolilions. ll olso meons
inlroducing nolionol leg islotion
implemenling fie principles os defined

under ICESCR os necessory to lhe
provision of odequote housing. Despite

issuing sffiemenb on lhe bore necessilies

o{ occomodqlion, ihe B€iling oulhorilies

hod by yeor's end nol enocted specific

legislolion on housing.
From lhe treslimonies given by recent

onivols in Indio, il is evident thot while

discriminotion persish ogoind Tibelons

over urbon housing, lhere is olso o
distinct lock of infrostruciure. on d
qvoiloble moteriols in rurol oreos os wdl.

Culfu rol ond dimotic inopproprioleness
of new housing is onother serious

concern. The mosl numerous. ond

blotont housing righh violotiors during

the yeor 2001, however, were lhe

exlensive forced eviclions o{ monks ond

nuns, primorily due lo govemmenl-
enforced ceilings on lhe number o{
proclitioners permitled in religious
inslitulions. Urbon developmenlprciects

under Beiiing's new economic policies

olso led to eviclions ond demolilion of

Tibetun dwellings.

Civil ond Politicql
Righrs

Under the frqmework of the
lnlemolionol Covenont on Civil ond

Politicol Righh, lhis report prirlorily

documents $e lock of freedom o{

expression lhqt resulls in orbitrory
detenlion ond lorture, ond lhe lqck o{

fraedcn of religious belief leoding b lhe

impoeiton o{ reslrictions on, ond in some

coses aven deslruclion o{, religious

inslitulions. Freedom House, lhe New

York-bosed freedom ond democrocy
wotchdog, releqsed its onnuol sludy o{

world freedom on l8 December 2001 .

The study reveols Tibel os one o{ lhe

worsl-rol,ed oreos in lhe world for poliiicol

righh ond civil liberties.

Politicol Freedoms
TCHRD conlinues to be highly

concerned obout the orresl ond
senlencing o{ prisoners of conscience

ond lhe exislence oflegislolion providing

for their delenlion. Prolonged detenfi ons

wiihoulhiql, inodequole hiol procedures,
qnd lhe obsence of legol sofeguords to

ossure o foir ond open lriol, hove been

lhe coses Jhroughout lhis yeor. Reported

torture qnd ill heolment of prisoners o{

conscience - usuolly in detenlion
cenlres odministered by Public Security

$u1Equ3 - 
qnd 666dilions o{ delenlion

ore deploroble. There ore currendy 254

known politicol prisoners out of which

37 known orresis took ploce ihis yeor.

Ten Tibelons died directiy due lo torlure

ond ill-treolment.
A moior policy developmenl wilh

specific implicotions for Tibel hos been

the reJounch in April200l o{ Beiiing's

'Strike Hord" Compoign, {irsl
implemenl,ed in 1996. This onli-politicol

oclivism compoign is torgeled towords

"ochieving lhe ullimote gool of improving

Chino's public order situolion in lhe
future'. ll legolises heovy crockdowns

on drug lroffcking, smuggling octivilies,

mofiolic crimes, finonciol scoms ond lhe

guiding of osylum seekers ocross
intemotionol borders. Under ih ouspices,

locol Porty Committees ore to skike
relentlessly ogoinst octivilies lhot
odvocole locol nolionolism.

ln Tibet, the co m Po ig n's
implemenlolion hos been primorily
ogoinsl peoceful prolesl demonslrqtions

ond/or lhe possession of "illegol"
moleriols; lhis term includes the Tibeton

flog, o phol,o of the Doloi Lomo ond onY

moleriqls deemed "polilicol".
Furlhermore, on 27 June 20ol the "TAR"

Higher People's Court stoted fhot the

"TAR Shike Hord Compoign will shike

ogoinsl those who endonger nolionol

securily ond lhose who ossist people lo

illegolly cross into foreign counhies" As
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o consequence of lhe lwo-yeor exlension
o{ "Shike Hord", mony Tibetons hov6
been orresfad {or 'polilicol octivism'
during 2001.

Al lhe some time thol Tibelons ore
being denied freedom of speech ond
expression, Chino is utilising thefullftrce
of ih propogondo chqnnels in qn oll-
oulendeovourto enhonce ils own imoge
intemolionolly ond olso prcriecl on lnroge
of lhe 'generol well-being ond
hoppiness' o{ Tibelons under Chinese
rule. Chino hos ospired to exkoordinory
levels o[ spin doctoring lhis yeor in lhe
ulilisolion of not only ib olvn Stre medio,
bul olso lhe intemolionol modio.

Recently Beiiing's propogo n do
mochinery boosted thot lhe number of
politicol prisonerc in Tibet hos dropped
significontly ond ih medio projected o
glorified imoge o{ prison condilions on
lhe plobou which ore, in fod, deploroble
ond life-lhreolening. While it moy be
kue thol lhe octuol number of polilicol
prisoners hos dropped, shict vigilonce
ond counter meosures hove been
stepped up lo prevenl ony oclivilies
"endongering slote securily". ln
oddilion, the "reform lhrough lobour"
scheme ond delenlions ore ulilised to
clomp down on dissenl qnd crilicism.

Freedom of Religious
Belief ond Proctice

Lenglhy ond incessont Communisl
Porty 'wo* teom' visih to propogola
loyolty to Beiling ond Monist ideology

- resuhing in lhe expulsion of mony
monks ond nuns from lheir inslilulions

- exemplified lhe suppression of
religious heedom over lhe yeor 2OOl.
A heighlsn€d Doloi Lomo denunciolion
compoign, ond slric-ier conlrol on public
expressions d belief ond proclice. were
furlher widespreod viololions of lfie
freedom olreligio.rs belief. During lhis
yeor, 9,408 religious proclifioners wer€
epdled &un rodors relisiorrs indituIqrs
ond lhe dcure of tuo moior inslifulions
uros repobd.

Designed lo suppress lhe religians crd
polriolic senlimenls ofTibelons, ond in
porliculor oflhe populoce in robes,lhe
ongoing'Poiriolic Educolion'
Cornpopn inilobd in 

'1996 hc imped

ceilings on lhe number ond oge limih
o{ lhose enlering religious inslifulions,
leoding tc mony onesls ond expulsions.
Almotoll religious inslitulions now hqve
o "Denrooolic lvlonogemenl Cornmilbe"
monned by Communisl Porty codres
inslolled on fieir premises ic conlrol ond
oversee lhe working of the instifulion.
Mon osle ries ond nunneries qre
increosingly perceived os "hotbeds of
splifiist octivity" ond tools of lhe "Doloi
Clique".

The gorne o{ rein com olio polifics now
ployed by Beijing is onolher officiol
inlrusion lo conlrol Tibeton culture,
idenlily ond the whole hodilionol woy of
life ond belief. Obvious previous
olbmph hove been Beijing's inlerference

in lhe seorch for the reincqmotion o{nol
only lhe Ponchen lomo bul olso, more
recenfly, of Reling Rinpoche. This yeor
hos olso seen slolements on lhe
conhoversiql issue o{ lhe reincornolion
o{lhe presenl Doloi Lomo. Chino hos
mqde known lhe key role it inlends to
ploy in selec'ling ony future Dqlqi Lomo.

According to o US Slole Deportmenl
reporl on religion releqsed in Oclober
20Ol , "...repression of religious freedom
in Tibet hos reoched severe levels'.
Guo Jinlong, Porly Secrelory oI lhe
'TAtr, in his interview wilh lhe t'lewYo*
limes lhis yeor, mode o peculior bul
lelling cornmenl lhot, "...the belief of th'e

Tibeton schod ol Buddhism is lhe chcfce
of lhe locol residenls ond lhe locol
Tibelqns will hove o belter choice of
religious belief when lhe economy hos
well-developed in lhe region'. This
reraeqls lhe inlenlbehind &iiing's cunenl
push lowords economic odvqncement.
ll olso illuslrotes Beijing's view o{
Tibelons - ond wilhin lhol, Tibeton
religicr - os o 'primitive, bo&wrrrd qnd

ignoronl ruce'.

The Stotus of New
Tibeton Refugees

ln oddition to lhis report odhering lo
lhe t'ro cor.snonb ulilised obcrye, TCHRD
drour speciol oflenlion l,o lhe porliorlor
plight o{ lhe rsc€nt Tibebn refugees ond
their righh under inlemolionol low, in
porllorlorlhe Refugee Convenlion. The
Cenhe documenh lhe experiences if

Tibelqns who were forced lo flee lheir
homelond in 2001 in seorch of
proleclion ogoinst humon righls obuses.
Feor of perseculion ond deniol of
fundomentql humon rights leoding to
suppression oflheir religion, culfure ond
identily, ond discriminotion foced in
every ospect of lheir life - in porliculor
in educolion - forces lhousonds of
Tibetons tc ollempt the orduous lrek inlo
exile.

The "TAR's" border security officiols
delqined 2,500 Tibelons trying to cross
the border during six months of 2001 .

Recenfl y-onived refu gees hove leslifi ed
lholmony o{ihese Tibetcns subsequenily
suffered beolings, orresl, lorlure ond
imprisonment- in some coses rcsuhing

in deqth. Addifionolly, the heightened
cunenl polilicol instobility in Nepol -the region lhrough which Tibetons must
honsit lo €scope occu pied Tibet - o n d
the receni declqrolion of o stole o{
emergoncy poses on increosed threot
lo ihe osylum seeker's obility to
successfu lly reoch freedom.

While ocknowledging lhe
longsfonding generosity of Nepol's
govemment trc Tibeton osylum seekers,

ond lhe exisling onongemenl belween
Nepol's Deporlmenl of lmmigrofion ond
the Kolhmondu-bosed Uniiad Notions
High Commission for Re{ugees
(UNHCRIwhich ollows refi,rgees to poss

through Nepol ond be processed for
third counlry resefilement, TCHRD is

currendy grovely concemed qboul lhe
od hoc forced deportolion of Tibeton
refugees ond lhe probobility thot such
coses moy be increosingly common
olong lhe Nepol/Tibet border. Such
forced deportolions refl ec1 on obsence
o{ undentonding of the humon righh
of osylum seekers by Nepolese border
officiols, os viololion olTibeton osylum
seekers.

fhe obove summory is lhe execfuive
summory of lhe 2001 Annuol Report:
Humon Righh Situqtion in Tibet, o report
releosed by TCHRD lhis month.

The reporl con be occessed ql
www.tchrd. org, or fu rther copies con be
obtoined by contocting TCHRD on
phone +91 1892 23363/2587 4 , or e-
moil &olo@hhrd.org). O
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The Tibeton Cenhe for Humon Righh
ond Democrocy orgonised its fifth
workshop on humqn righls ond
democrocl ot SOS Vocolionol Troining
Cenlre in Selokui, Dehrodun, from 9-
I 3 Jonuory 2001 . Almost 65 Tibeton
sfudents from vorious colleges ond
univercilies oll over lndio oltended the
workshop.

The resource person for fie wodcshop
included Kolon Lobsong Nyondok
Zoyul, Kolon for lhe Deporlmenl of
Finonce ond Heohh; Mr. Pemo Jungney,
Tibelon Porlioment Member of ATPD;
Prof. Jompo Somlen (Assoo'ob Probssor
in Tibeton Hislory ond Culture),C|HTS,
Ms. Nirmolq Pondit, Director, lnslitute
of Advonced Legol Studies; Mr. A,shok

Aggorwol, o Lowyer bosed in Delhi; Mr.
Migmor, former politicol prisoner; Ms.
Youdon Aukohong, Senior Progromme
Officer, TCHRD; ond Mr. Lobsong
Tsering, Tibeton Reseorcher, TCHRD.

Sfudenb were exposed tc o wide ronge
o{ topics ond concepls such os Fufure
Vision of Tibel, Chorter o{ Tibetqn
governmenl-in-exile, Youlh ond
Aclivism, lnlroduclion io Uniled Nofioos

System, united Nolions ond Tibef, ond
Univenol Declorotion o{ Humon Righh.
Vqrious methodologies including role-
ploys, simulolion exercises, group
discussion ond video screenings were
incorporoled intclhe sessions to Enlhuse
lhe student porliciponls.

Besides role-ploy on Tibelo n

Porliomenlqrions,lhe Cenhe held o quiz
compelition on humon rights ond
democrocy for the sludenls. The
porliciponls hod o memoroble time
during o sighlseeing four of Rqjpur,
Clemenl Town ond Mussoorie in -

betueen lhe wo*shop sessions.

The overoll response from the
evqluofion session for lhe porliciponh
reveoled lhe workshop wos o greol
success in terms of impoding knowledge
obout humon righh ond democrocy in
porliculor ond Tibeton issues in generol.
The porticiponts were extremely
fodhcoming wilh queries ond suggeslion
ond the level of porlicipolion ond
inleroclion wos good. I

On lhe eve of lhe rel qse of lne ,Annuol
Repod 20O I : Humon Righh Situdtion in
Iri6e4lhe Centre held o press conference
ol tfiokpo Tsering Memoriol Hqll on 8
Jnvory2fi2

Bolh fie locql lndion ond Tibeion press

oltended lhe press conference, which uos
conducted by Ms. Youdon Aukolsong,
Senior Progromme Officer; Mr: Lobsong
Tsering ond Mr: Jompo Monlom, bofi
TCHRD reseorcher.

The reportdebil humoo dghh violqlion
perpelroled by the Chinese governmenl
ogoinstTibelons in the yeor 2001 . O

Ngowong
Choephel's
prison releose

Ihe Cenlre held o press conference on
21 Jonvory 20f.2 in Lourer Dhorqmsolo
for lhe locql lndion press qnd Tibstqn
medio people upon hoving received lhe
nevrc di.'lgo$,qng Chephd's releose ond
his subsequent sofe onivol in Woshinglon
on2O Jonuory 2002.

lvh lobsong Tsering ond Norzin Ddmo
(Mrs), reseorchers, ond Mr. Ugyen
Tsewong, lnformolion Officer, conductad
lhe press conference. I

TCHRD would like to wish oll
ils subscribers, members,
supporlers ond well-wishers o
wonderful New Yeqr 2002 ond
o hoppy fibeton Losor al
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Human Rights begins witr you. Your concem

and participation makes a difierence Your

srpport could instillfaith and hope in those wilo

have been stipped of treir human dignity.

Your benefi& and rEsPonsiDililies

, You'lt recerw tl€e d cost ow Human Rights Qdate
, All our pilicatifis will be sdld fIB€ t^pon rBqj€st
, YqJ'll reeive a [Ernbe{shP cad
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mqr$ss and Rs. 50 /uS $ 15lor stu&nts
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TCHRD hos received relioble
informolion thqt Chodrel Rinpoche, the
62-yeor-old former obbotof Toshi t-hunpo
Monostery qnd Heod of the Seorch
Commillee of lhe reincomqlion of the lOth
Ponchen Lomo, hos been releosed from
Chuondong No. 3 prison, Sichuon
Province. The Centre owoits more
confirmed informolion on the exocl dqte

^ on which Chqdrel Rinpoche wos releosed.
Even ofter releose, Chodel Rinpoche

continued to be held under house orrest
in Shigotse, "Tibel Autonomous Region,,
("TAR"). No odditionol informotion on his
exocl whereqbouh in Shigotse or his stole
of heohh ore ovoiloble ot this moment.

'This releose is yel onolher loken gesture
by the Chinese governmenl thotsfrongely
coincides wilh lhe visit of President Bush.
The focl remoins thot Chqdrel Rinpoche
conlinues to be ploced under house orresl
which is on extended form o{ detention
ond lhqt roises serious concern," soid
Youdon Aukolsong, the Senior
Progromme Officer of the Cenlre.

Chodrel Rinpoche wos supposed to
hove been releosed in Moy 2001 fdlowing
o six-yeor prison term on chorges of
"plotling tc splitthe counlry" ond "leoking
stole secrels". Since Moy I995, detqils

- regording his prison term hod been* shrouded with inconsistenl officiol
stolements.

On 14 Moy'1995, the Doloi Lomo
onnounced $e lhen six-yeor old Gedhun
Choekyi Nyimo os lhe reincornqlion o{

the lOth Ponchen Lomo. Three doys loter
on 17 Moy 1995, Chodrel Rinpoche
disoppeored.

Th ree monlhs ofter his disoppeoronce,
o spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry soid Chodrel Rinpoche wos
deloined but stoted he wos "ill ond in
hospitol'. The firct ofliciol qdmission of
Chodrel Rinpoche's detenfion wqs nol
mode unlil Moy I 997, when Xinhuo, the
govemmenl ne\.\,s ogency, reporled on 2l
April 1997, thot Shigotse People's
lnlermediote Court hod sentenced
Chodrel Rinpoche lo six yeors'
imprisonment commencing on 5 Moy
1997.

Around September 1997, initiol reports
ffltered out of Tibet on Chodrel Rinpoche's

delenlion ploces. Previously deloined in
Trochu County (Ch: Heishui), Chodrel
Rinpoche wos loter imprisoned in
Chuondong No. 3 Prison, Tozhu County,
Sichuon Province, which held hiqhly
sensilive polilicol dissidents. Chodrel
Rinpoche wos reportedly kept in the top-
secrel compound, refened to os o ,,prison

within the prison" somefime in loie April
or eorly Moy ofler the sentencing.

Chino's Revised Criminol procedure

[ow stipulotes thotthe detenlion period,
storling {rom the doy oI orrest, is counled
in lhe term ofprison senlence. ln Chodrel
Rinpoche's cose, it wos blotonfly violoted
becouse even ofterexpiry of his prison term
on Moy 2001, he continued to be
detoined.

Prior ic his debntion, Chodrel Rinpoche
held the posts ofthe Director ofthe Civil
Adminislrolion Sociely ond Choirmon of
lhe Democrotic Monogemenl Commifiee
olToshi [.hunpo Monostery. Rinpoche wos
lhe membero{ Notionol Chinese people,s

Politacol Con s u Itolive Conference
(CPPCQ ond Vice-choirmon of the ,,TAR,

CPrcC.
By Moy 1996, Chodrel Rinpoche hod

been dismissed from oll officiol posts
becouse he hod "gone ogoinst lhe bosic
principles ond lostlhe politicol stond ofo
pokiot'. On 24 Moy I 996, Rodio Lhoso
onnounced lhol "in doing this, we hove
purged lhe CPPCC of bod elemenls ond
hove mode itcleon" l
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-Foilh, Foith kePt me
going" : An obituorY for
Ani Pochen

Ani Pochen Dolmo Possed owoY on 2

Februory 2002 due to heorl fqilure

following o prolonged illness. She wos 69

yeorc old.
Ani Pochen, qs she is more commonlY

known with her exuberonl smile, wos o

deceptive shield ogoinsllhe memories o{

the mony sufferings she endured in

Chinese occupied Tibet Ani Pochen spenl

2l yeors imprisonment by lhe Chinese
qulhorilies unfil her releose in Jonuory

1981. She survived mollreotmenl in

prison, which included solitorY

confinement, exposule lo exlreme cold,

slorvolion, beolings, ond mony olher

emolionol ond phYsicol lroumos.

Ani Pochen wos born in Gonio in

Khom, eoslern Tibel, os the only child to

lhe chief,oin oflhe Lemdho don. Although

expecled lo morry into.onolher chiefiqin's

{omily, she evoded this role by becoming

o nun. When Gonio wos overlhrown bY

Chinese soldiers ond wilh her folher's

deoth in 1958, Ani Pochen qbondoned

her religious responsibilities to leod lhe

resistonce ogoind lhe Chinese oco.rpying

force unlil her copfure.

ln lhe lqte 1980s when Tibei sqw

resurgence in polilicolprolest, Ani Pochen

wos oclively involved in demonstrolions

in Lhoso. Feoring re-orresl, she wos

, ompelled lo flee into exile in lndio in

1988. She settled in Dhoromsolo ond

since lhen wos octively involved in lhe

Tibeton couse. She lrqvelled woddwide

ond becqme o well-known figure. Her

remorkoble life-slory wos publishedln o

book titled 'Sonow Mounlnin: lhe ioumey
of o Tibelqn worrior nun" in 2000.

Yulo Dowo Tsering, o former polilicol

prisoner, wfio spenl o totol o[ 27 yeors in

prison {or odvocoling Tibeton religious

freedom possed olaoy cr I 6 Jonuory 2002

ol his home in Lhosq.

Yulo Dowo Tsering wos born in 1930

in GushiTownship, Tokhe County, [hoso

City. At on eorly oge he wos recogni""d
qs lhe reincornolion o{ Choney Yulo

Rinpoche ond subsequen{y ordoined in

Goden Monoslery one of lhe lorgesl

monqsleries in Tibet. ln 1950, Yulo Dowo

Tsering wos owqrded lhe prestigious

degree o{ lhe "Doclor o{ Divinily" ond

lotrerstudied ot lhe Gyulo Tontric School.

ln l959, fie Chinese police orresied

Yulo Dowo Tsering lor porticipofing in the

Morch 1959 l.hoso UPrising. He wos

eventuolly senlenced b life impdsonmenl.

Wlh lhe senlencing, Dowo Tsering wos

o

sent lo o hord lobour comp in Dropchi

Prison. He, ho*euer, secured releose in

\979. r-
Yulo Dowo Tsering wenl on to leoch

Buddhisl philosophy ot Lhoso University

till 1982. ln 1982, he wos oppointed os o

member of the Chinese People Politicol

Consullotive Conference (CPPCC). He

wos olso o nrember ofthe Lhoso Buddhist

Associotion.
Al oround midnight o{ 26 December

1987, Yulo Dowo Tsering wos orrested

olong with his friend Ven. Thr-rpten Tsering,

o monk {rom Sero N4onoslery. They were

onested for giving o video inlerview wilh

on llolion tourist, Dr. Dollcrri Stefono

According io lhe l0 Morch 1988 Rodio

Lhoso Broodcosl, "On lhe oflernoon o[

26 July 1987 , two monks, Yulo Dowo

Tsering ond Thupten Tsering spreod

reoctionory views, such os Tibeton

lndependence, lo {oreign reoclionory

elemenh who come to Tibet os lourist The

lwo monks olso viciously vililied the 
^

qrolicies odopled by the Chinese '
Communist PorlY ond the PeoPle's

governmenl." Yulo Dowo Tsering ond

Thupten Tsering *ere chorged under

{ricle I 02 (2) of lhe Chinese Criminol

Low Ior spreoding " counter-revolulionory

propogondo".
After lheir orresh, both monks were

delqined in Seihu Delenlion Cenfe for one

yeor ond seven months. On I 9 Jonuory

1989, the Lhoso lntermediole People's

Cou rt senl,en ced Yu lo Dowo Tseri n g lo l0
yeors ond Thuplen Tsering to six yeors

imprisonmenl. Bolh were tronsferred lo
Dropchi prison.

Yulo wos Iinolly releosed on

medicolporole on 4 November 
'1994.

Three weeks loter, o Uniled Notions

Humon Righh delegolion visibd Lhoso lo

ossess Chino's record on religious
Ireedom ond Yulo wos ollowed to meel

with the Speciol Ropporleur on Religious 1-
lnloleronce, Mr. Abdel{ottoh Amor. Yulo

expressed his concern oboul lhe version

of Tibet's disiorted history lhot is known

io the world ond soid thol he hod been

I
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This is a regular soction profiling political prisoners currently imfisoned in Tibet

Three times arrest on political ground

A 33-yeor-old Lobsong Nomgyol
(olios Lonom), o monk, is originolly
from Chushul County, Lhoso City.
His fomily used to form for o living.
During his childhood, he went to o
locol primory school for five yeors.
Loier, he got the opportunity to
study in Nechung Buddhist
College, Lhoso.

ln Morch I 990, Lonom wos firci
onesled for helping o .group of
nuns from Shugseb. Nunnery evode
onesi by the Chinese outhorilies.
He helped these "fugilive nuns"
disguised in loy women's dresses

ond iook them to lheir nunnery.
These nuns hod porlicipoied in o
polilicol demonstrotion for three
doys from 5-7 Morch 1995.

Soon ofter his onest, Lonom wos
loken lo Seiiru Detention Cenlre,
Lhoio, where he suffered lorture.
He wos occused of being o "bod
influence" ond "instigoting" the
olher Tibeton prisoners in lhe
delenlion centre.

Hence, Lonom wos loter
lronsfened to Lhoso PSB Detention
Centre where olso he did not
escope Chinese torture. Once,
Lonom wos "tied foce to foca with
o girl politicol prisoners nomed
Tsekyi ond lortured in this posilion".

After one yeor delention, Lonom
wos releosed. Beforc being
releosed, Lonom wos ordered to
poy for his food for the entire
period of his detention ot lhe rote

of 3 RMB per doy or else he would

not be ollowed lo leove lhe prison.
h is unknown os yei whether
Lonom ocluolly poid fie
demonded sun.

After releose, Lonom wos
forbidden to re-ioin his college. So,
he lived in Lhoso ond did religious
services for Tibeton households in
Lhoso. He wos "still punuing thot
occupolion when he wos orrested
in Februory I 995 without o
wonont or ony stoiement of
g rou nd'.

Lonom wos deloined in Lhoso
PSB Detention Cenke for six

months. He wos loter sentenced to
lhree yeors "refo rm -th ro u g h -

lobour" in Triso m "Raform-through
Lobour' Comp. During his

detenlion, Lonom endured
immense suffering ond beolings ot
the honds of prison officiols.

ln eorly I 997, Lonom wos
releosed from prison. Even ofter
releose, Lonom wos kepl under
constonl surveillonce ond
summoned for regulor
inlemogotions obout his octivities.

Since Lonom wos highly
educoled, he used to give luilion to
dudenh during his spore time.
Except for privole tuition, he could
never hope lo gel employment in
govemmenl-run offices.

ln April 2001 , with the re-

lounch of "Strika Hord' compoign
by lhe Beiiing Govemment oll over
Chino ond Tibei. mony orrests

took ploce. While the moin mission

of the compoign is to strike hord
ogoinst criminol octivities of
vorying nolure such os smuggling,
drug trofficking, mofiotic crimes,
murders, the moda o{ the
compoign lokes o different
dimension in Tibet. The "Strike
Hord" compoign in Tibei is oimed
solely to crockdown heovily on
polilicol octivities.

ln June 2001, some people
were onested from Lhoso on
suspicions of involvemenl in
politicol octivities. Lonom wos one
omongst them ond token to Lhoso
PSB Detention Centre. During his
delenlion, Lonom underwent
intensive intenogotions ond
beotings. For mony months since
his delenlion, Lonom's
whereobods ond condition
remoined unknorvn to his {omily
ond friends.

It wos only oround November
2001 thot Lhoso lntermediote
People's Court possed senlence on
Lonom. He wos sentenced to four
yeon' imprisonmenl on chorges of
'endongering slole securily".
Within len doys of the sentencing,
Lonom wqs tronsfened to Dropchi
Prison where he remoins cunently
incorcemted. r)
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orrestod lor politicql reosons.

ln 1996 it wos reported lhol Yulo wos

ploced under whol is effeclively house

orrest, opporenfly os o punishmenl for
lhose comments to UN officiqls. Thre€

members of lhe Europeon Porliomenl

(MEPs) visited Lhoso in eorly November

I996 ond were ollowed to meet with Yulo

for ten minutes. The meeling took Ploce
ol on unnomed locotion, omid$ high

securily, wilh Chinese officiols present ond

photogrophs forbidden. A Tibeton-
English inierpreterwos notprovided. The

MEPs reported thotYulo oppeored to be

under some kind of reslroint ond wqs nol

lhe moster of his own movemonh.

ln Seplember 1998, Mrs MorY

Robinson visited Tibet ond wos olso

prevenled from meeling wilh Yulo Dowo

Tsering. Until Yulo Dowo Tsering's deolh

on I6 Jonuory 2002, he wos believed to

be under close surveillonce by Chinese

outhorities. O

Tibetan Students
denied Univetsity
Education

TCHRD received cqrf rmed inbrnrolion

lhotin 2001 opproximotely 300 Tibeion

stu denh were den ied lheir opportu n ily for
higher educolion. These courses induded

speciolised lields such os medicine,
secreloriol sfu dies, bonking, occounlonc'y,

police force elc.
According to on exclusive bullelin on

exom resulh published on 30 July 2001

by the "TAR3 Deporlmenl of Educolion,

lhe cul off score wos 225. Four doys loter7

o revised higer score wos onnounced on

W cousing greol distress lo lhe studenh

ond lheir [omilies who hod olreody been

celebroting lheir odmitbnce into uni\.ersily.

Approximotely 300 Tibetons including
porenb ond sludenh golhered otllre ofice
o[ lhe Lhoso City Educolion Deporlmenl
tc presenllheir grievonces. Receiving lilile
response from heods oflhis deporlment,
they then proceeded to lhe "TAR"
govemmenl office, ond protesled ogoinsl

fiis obruptond unexploined chonge. Wilh

the evidence of lhe originol published

bulletin, lhey presenied lheir cose.

A iunior ofiicer oflhe deportmenl tried

lo exploin thol this wos solelY on

unfortunote typist error. He lhen demon&d

lo know who wos heoding lhis protesl ond

stqled itwos "not heolthy to do things like

this.'This intimidoted the ongry ond

dislressed porenls, ond lhe more osserlive

ones were even singled outfor insinuolive

threoh. The iunior officer demonded to

know who speci[icolly would'be
responsible if the protesttumed polilicol.

This prolest, ond feorc ofescololion of
unresl, forced the govemmenllo otlemPl

to rectify lhe situolion. They offered lhese

sfudenh lhe opportuniiy o{ remoining for

on oddilionol yeor in lheir cunenl closs

wilh on exemplion of fees. ln reolity, lhis

is rn no monner on effeclive solulion, os

it is ofno bene{itforlhe sfudenh to repeol

o yeor successfully completed, ond they

lhen foce no guoronlee of enkonce into

universily lhe follovving yeor.

According lo one of the students, lhe

Chinese governmenl ore olso folsely
cloiming lhol only 200 studenh were

ofieded due tc lhis disoeponcl. Aportfiom
lhis, these university posilions qre

spacificolly meqnl lo be ollocoled to

"elhnic minority groups'. He stoted lhol
Chinese offrciols loke bribes to recruit

Chinese sfudenh in lhe reserved seqh

meontfor lhe Tibelons in lhe cotegory of
"elhnic minority group".

ln o nutshell, mony Chinese ore
steoling lhose {ew oppodunilies thol ore

exlended to Tibeton studenls. This
speculolion is supported by the foct lhot
in 2001, of the l0l9 sludenh who
quolified for lhese specificolly ollocoted
positions, only 405 were Tibeton ond fie
remoining 5l 5 were Chinese studenh.

This sifuolion is porliculorly relevonl
considering cloims by Beiiing thot
enornous inveslmenls ore mqde inlo
developing educolion within lhe "TAR".

These clqims ore controdicted by $e focl
thot one lhird ofqll Tibetons feeing Tibei
eoch yeorore children seeking educolion.
ln 2001 olone, 750 children below lhe
oge of '18 qrrived in exile, mosdy {or
educolionol purposes. O

Memorqndum lo
President George SL
Bush prior to his
recenl Beiiing visil

TCHRD in ih memorondum submitled

to PresidentGeorge W Bush doys before

his recenl trvo-doy Chino visil urged His

Excellency lo roise urgenl humon righh
issues reloling to Tibet during tolks with

thE Govemment of People's Republic of
Chino. Following is lhe conlent of lhe

memqondum:
TCHRD would like to thonk lhe US

Govemmenlfor ih vigilonl moniioring of
Chino's humon righh record, porliculorly

firough the onnuol Stote Deporlment
Counlry Reporls on Humon Rights

Proclices. We welcome lhe news lhot Your

Excellency inlend lo rqise humon righh
issues during lhis trip to Beiiing. We would

like to toke lhis opportunily to highlight

some perlinent issues relofing b humon

righls siluofion in Tibet.
While we welcome lhe recenl releqse

of Ngowong Choephel os o posilive
gesfure, we would like to bring to lhe

ottenlion of Your Excellency thol Chino
conlinues lo detoin ol leost 252 known
Tibetons lor olleged polilicol oclivities.

including oclions such os peoceful
demonslrofions ond possessing phoioo of
lhe Doloi Lomo or copies of lhe Univenol

Declorolion of Humon Rights. We urge

Your Excellency lo requesl lhe Chinese
Govemmenllo uphold lhe univenol rlghh
to freedom ofspeech, opinion, ossembly

ond religion; to rolify the lntemolionol
Covenont on Civil ond Politicol Righh;
ond mctimportonfly to releose ollTibeton
polificol prisoners.

Of mostserious concem.is the Chinese

Governmenl's foilure lo produce ony
informolion on the whereqbouh of lhe
I lth Ponchen [omo, Gedhun Choekyi
Nyimo, the world's youngest politicol
prisoner. We osk thol Your Excellency
persuode lhe Chinese Government lo
gronl occess lo lhe Ponchen lomo by o
United Nolions' represenlolirae.

We olso drow Your Excellency's
othniion ic lhe following Tibelon prisonen
of conscience:

Geshe Sonom Phunhok, o respected

?-
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Buddhist proctilioner ond leocfier, currenfly
sawing o five-yeor senlence for conducling
o proyer ceremony for ltre Doloi Lomo, who
is suffering serious heohh problems ond
should be releosed on medicol porole

Tonok Jigme Songpo, nominoted lor lhe
2001 Mortin Ennols Aword for Humqn
Rights Defenders, currently serving o
cumulofye senlences of 28 yeors for
"cou n ter- revolu lion o ry oclivilies", due for
releose on 3 September 201 I by which
time he will be 85 yeorc old

Ngowong Songdrol, o nun serving o
cumulolive senteoce of 2l yeors
imprisonmenl for "seporolisl' oclivilies

Phunhok Nyidron, recipient ofthe 1995
Reebok Humon Rights Aword, o nun who
led o peoceful demonsholion in [hoso in
1989 is serving o cumulolive senlence of
I 7 yeors.

We ore olso concemed oboul recent
demolilions ol, ond expulsions from lhe
Serthor Buddhist lnstitu}e. Unlil recenlly this
wqs Tibet's leoding Buddhist inslitulion,
drowing sfudenh {rorn throughoulfuio lo
leorn ond proclice Buddhism. The horsh
reslrictions imposed on lhe lnslifule ore o
cleor breoch of lhe right to heedom of
religious belief on d proclice. We u rge Your
Excellency lo osk Beiiing Govemmentfor
detoils on the whereobouh qnd hsohh of
Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok,lhe lnslitub's chief
obbot.

We olso urge Your Excellency lo roise

lhe issue o[ populolion lronsfer, whereby
lhe Ch in ese Government provides
incenlives lo non-Tibelons to migrole lo
Tibeton-moiorily regions. This populolion
lronsfer will ropidly occelerole wilh lhe
cornplelion of roil'aoy line from Guongzhou
to Lhoso.

lhe result is ihotTibelons ore becoming
increosingly morginolized ond
discriminoled in lheir own lond.

Finolly, TCHRD is concerned lhol
Tibetons ore being denied lhe right lo be

educoled in iheir own longuoge, o righl
guoronteed under inlernolionol ond
Chinese nolionol lows. The phosing oul of
lhe Tibeton longuoge in schools ocross lhe

Tibeton ploteou, ond imposition ol Beiiing

Chinese diolecl pulonghuo os lhe moin

longuoge of inslrudion, furlher exocerbotes

discriminolion ogoinsl Tibelons in every

sphere of lile.

The obove issues qre only some 9f lhe
humon dghh violotions being perpehoted
by lhe Chinese Governmenl ogoinsl
Tibetons. TCHRD is ofcourse owore lhoi
Your Excellencl hos mony issues to roise
wilh fie Beiiing Govemmenf.

ln the woke ofSeplember I l, ilis surely
more vilol lhon ever lhqt$e inlemqlionol
communily, including Chino, honours
iolernotionol convenlions ond univercolly
recognised lows which speci{y lhe rights
to which oll humon beings ore enlided.
The US hos o long hislory o{sofeguording
humon righh globolly, ond we urge Your
Excellency lo use your influence lo
improve lhe humon righls oi Tibelon
people. t)

A police detained
fot slogan-taising
incident

According to o recenily onived ref,rgee
from Tibet, o Tibelon police r,omed
Tsongpo roised 'Free Tibet" slogons while
he wos under lhe influence oI olcohol.
Tsongpo wos in o bor wilh severol olher
Tibetons.

Soon ofier, Chinese police lrom
Dzokhong Counly, Shigotse, 'TAR",
immediolely detqined Tsongpo ond kepl
him in o delenlion cente for five monlhs.
Wilh the completion of five monlh's
debnrion period, Tsongpo wos releosed,

ond simulloneously he wos ousted from
his police post. Afterwords, he refurned
lo his nolive ploce in Shigohe, "TAR'.

The in{ormonl olso reporled on few
cqses ofrociol discriminolion. One such

incidenlwqs q browl in o lheotre belaeen
some Chinese soldiers ond lwo locol
Tibeton guys nqmed Dowo ond io"hi.
Bolh porlies suffered equol inluries. Afler

lheir recovery Dowo ond Toshi were put
behind bors for o week butno odion wos

loken ogoinsllhe Chinese soldiers. r)

Crippling
govefnment tax

Sonom, o recenlescopee from Tibel,
reporls, "My fomily consish of three
members. We hove oboul50-60 wheot
producl on on overogE onnuolly. We
give 500 gyomo of wheql eoch to lhe
govemrnent in severol fornrs of bxes. So,
eoch yeor, fifly percent oflhe totql {orm
producl ore poid lo lhe govemmenl in
lhe form o{ tox. This high tox mokes o
big burden on lhe olreody poor living
stqndord ond mony of lhe formers live
hond ,,o moulh.

There qre l3 fqmilies in NyigoVlloge
with o populotion of 140 people. Outof
*ris, omrnd 60 people belonging to ffve
fonilies do nol horae sufiicient rolion, ond
they live by borrowing {rom olher
fomilies. They grow yorlso gunbu in lhe
{ourlh lunor monlh of the Tibeton
colendor ond repoy loons.

Despite poor living condition, lhe
Chinese govemment hordly give ony
ossislonce lo lhe poor. lnsleod lhose
Tibetons who qre little belter off would
generously give food ond clolhings to
lhe poor.

There ore no hospilols in lhe iownship
oreo. To go lo lhe counly hoopitol, ittckes
one doy by horseride. Besides, the
hospitolfee is very high ond tfie villogerc
connot offord lhe fee. Even lhe seriously
ill polienl connol getodequote medicol
ollenlion.

Schooling
oPPorlunities

Sonom soid, "Under lhe pohonqge
of Droyob Kyobgue Rinpoche who
resides obrood, o primory school wos

builtin lhe towrship. The studenh need
nol poy fees lo study in the school. lt is
soid Rinpoche poys lhe solory ol lhe
leocher.

However, ofter lhe primory educolion,
lhe porenh connol offord to send lheir
tildren lo middle school. There ore
twelve villoges under the lownship ond
not o single Tibeton hos ever otlended
middle school {rom lhis oreo so for".O
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Doriee L-hundrup, o recenfly orrived

refugee from Tibet, grew up with his

porenls ond two siblings in Gonio County.

Chomdo Prefocture. Doriee never otlended

school. Insteod he helped his fomily toke

cqre of their lond ond onimols.

lhundrup reports, " Approximoiely two

yeors o9o, lorge number o{ Chinese

wo*ers begon orriving in lhe oreo ond
storted mo*ing olllhe lrees wilh red point

They conied outtests on scil ond rod<s in

the oreq. We were not told of whol the

Chinese were doing or why lhey were

there. Mony rumourc begon lo circulole
thol the Chinese intended on mining lhe

oreo or cutling down lhe hees ond lhol
locol people would hove to move out of
lhe oreo. Some presume lhe possibiliry of
setling up o big militory comp in the

vicinily.

ln eorly 2000, lhe locol Chinese
oulhorilies colled lhe 60 fomilies ltrot lived

in lhe oreo for o meeting. The oulhorilies
exploined thot oll of us hod lo move oul
oflhe qreo os houses were being builtfor
lhem in onother oreo. Mony fomilies
responded lhotthey hod lived on lhis lond
for over one hundred yeors ond did not
wqntlo move. The oulhorilies exploined
thot the lqnd ocluolly belonged to lhe
Chinese govemmenl who in tum lends
the lond lo the fomilies. lt wos olso
exploined thot Drichu River lhol flows
lhrough he border between lhe "TAR' ond
Chino were .ooding ioo otbn ond cousing

mony problems in Chino. The qulhodties

gove sorne flimsy excuses to lhe effecl ltrql
our removol would help prevent food in
the oreo. But if we foil or refrrse lo vocote
the oreo, we poy 70,000 yuon os fine.

The oreo drcen fqlhe fqmilies b m-r"
wos lo Miling County, Kongpo kefecture,
where lhe Chinese oulhorifies spentneorly
two yeors building new housEs. ln

December 2001 , the oulhorilies told us
lhd lhe houses were reody for lhem to
more. All lhe 60lomilies were lhen looded
inio opproximotely I 00 militory truck ond
we trqvelled for five doys from Gonjo
County to Miling County. Whilst the

to poy lor lronsportotion, lhe lomilies
were requ ired tc poy for oll other expenses

on lhe kip such os {ood ond woter.

Every yeor, hundreds of people
circumombulote o neorby socred
mountoin colled Songchen Bum. ln o
lorge cove lived o lomo colled Dhorgyol

ond l5 olher monks ond nuns. Duiing
$e period in which lhe tllogers were

forcibly removed from their lond, resl o{
lhe clergy except for lhe lomo were forced

to leove olong with their fomilies lo the

new locqlion.
The forming lond, to which the fomilies

were moved, wos o{ on inferior quolity lo
their hoditionol lond ond il is difficult to
grow crops. The houses were buill in
Chinese style ond seemed unsuilqble for
the needs o[ hoditionol Tibetcn forming
or nomodic fomilies. The houses were

grouped inlo lwo oreos wilh 30 fqmilies
residing on eoch side of the oreo. The

houses hod three rooms eoch ond no
olher focililies

To odd to the olreody growing list of
problems f,r lhese fomilies, lhere were not

enough houses builtwith nine out oflhe
60 fomilies hoving no occomodolion built
for lhem. Apporenily, ol lhe meeling in
lhe villoge lhe previous yeor,lhe fomilies
were required lo regisler to hove new
holrses buihfor lhem. Unforfunotely, some

fomilies including mine were nol presenl

during lhe meeting ond hence, no houses

were buih{or us.

Four of lhe fomilies who were wilhoul
o house sought occomodolion with
relotives qnd the other five fomilies
including mine wenl qnd lived wilh
relqfives in Lhoso. The locol Chinese
oulhorilies told us lhot the govemmenl
would poy on omounl for lhree yeors os

compensolion but os yel no fomily hos

received ony solory. My fomily members
ore currendy living in Lhoso ond trying to
find employment.

Along wilh onolherfriend, ldecided to
escope from Tibet. We reoched Tibeton
Recepfion Cenlre in Kolhmondu, Nepol,
on l3 Februory 2002."

Choedon reports, "l become o nun of
Konchuen Denchen Choeling ol lhe oge

o{ I 5. Before thot I used to help my {omily.

lhove five fomily members. I hod no{ormol
schooling.

My nunnery hod 64 nuns when lfirst
gotodmission. Buttodoy, due to Chinese

reslriclions, only 20 of us *ere ollowed to

remoin.

ln Jonuory 2000, the Chinese
oulhorilies bonned photos o[ His Holiness

the Doloi Lomo. Soon ofter, "pohiotic
educolion" compoign storted ond we were

forced to denounce lhe Doloi Lomo. Some

nuns refused lo obey the Chinese orders

ond got beolen. lVe were modeloleorn
Chinese veaion ofTibeton hisicry ond soy

thot Tibel ond Chino were olwoys one."
Choedon crlso provides informotion

on icxolion in her oreo ofJupo To*nship, ^
Nongchen County, Tsongon Province.

Every yeor, lhe villogers musl poy one yok
qnd cheese os lox. In winter, people were

loxed meot ond iwo fqmiiies often
combined give o yok, o sheep ond o goot
to the locol Chinese oulhorities. Choedon
lomenh, "Alreody the Tibetons ore very

poor ond lhey ore still mode poorer by

lhese indiscriminole loxes."
There ore mony Chinese in the oreo

ond they live o better life lhon jhe Tibeicns.

The Chinese civilions need not poy ony
loxes. A new Chinese policy wos to be
implemenled with effect from 2001 thot
one person could nol hove more lhon five

livestock ond those thot hqd more would
hove lhe excess confiscoted. The escopee

nun soid, "The nomods depend on the
liveslock for their livelihood ond these

reskiclion on numbers will hove negolive
reperclssions on lheir living. There is olso !
o woter lox ond gross tox which ore oll
poid in cosh omounting to 500-600 yuon

onnuolly.
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Public Tolk
orgonised by
sludenls for Free
Tibet, lndio

Ms. Youdon Aukolsong, Senior
Progromme Officer, ond Mr. Jompo
Monlom, Tibeton Reseorcher, were inviled

by lhe Studentfor [ree Tibet lndio, to giue

o public tolk ot the Shonkor lol Holl in
Delhi University on F ebruory 28,2002.

Mr. Monlom gove his own personol

occount os o polilicol prisonerin Dropchi

Prison following his poriicipolion in lhe

firslmoss demonskolion in lhoso on 27
Seplember 1987. Ms. Aukotsong brie{ed

lhe oudience, lorgely Delhi Universily

sfudenh, on lhe current humon righh
situotion in Tibet qnd lhe role ofsupport
group such os lhe Students for Free Tibet

in lhe conlexl.

This wqs {ollowed wilh lhe screening ol
Tibet's Stolen Child, o documentory on

lhe lllh Ponchen Lomo. O

First Asiqn Tibet
Support Group
Confurence

Upon invilolion from lhe orgonisarc,

TCHRD porlicipoted in lhe FistAsionTibet

Support Group Con{erenca held in
Rewori, Horyono, from Februory 7'10,

2002. Ms. Youdon Aukohong, Senior

ftogrcnme Ofiier, represenled lhe Cenlre

ol lhe Conference.

More lhon 70 port(ciponb sponning I 0

Asion Countries gothered lo cholk oul

tirr. .ornpoignt ond ocJivilies of lhe

e"i"n f iU"t i'pp"'r Grorp Not only vrere

the porliciponls ocquoinled wilh lhe
chollenges focing TSGs todoy, bul they

were olso in{ormed on lhe most pressing

issues focing the Tibetons qnd its
supporlers.

A drofi Progrrrrrrnre of Achon wos drown

up ot lhe end o{ the conference, which

lhe porliciponts commilled lo corry oul.

This conference wos loindy orgonised

by lhe Deporlment of ln{ormolion qnd

lnlemqlionol Relolions (DllR), Tibeton

Podiomenlory ond Policy Reseorch Cenke
(TPPRC) ond Friedrich Noumonn
Foundotion. <)

At the inu tolion of Fronlline-lhe

lnlemolionol Foundotion {or flre Proleclion

of Humon Rights De{enders' l''4r' Jtrmpcr

Monlom (Jommon), Tibeton Reseorcher

visited Dublin, lrelond, for o three-doy visit

from I 7- 19 Jonuory 2002.
The conference wos ottended by

opproximolely 250 delegotions
representing 70 corrnlries. Eminenl
personolilies such os lhe Prime Minister
of lrelond, Mr. Bertie Ahern, the UN High
Commissioner for Humon Righh, Ms Mory
Robinson, UN Speciol represenlolive on

Humon Righh Defenders, Ms. Hino Jiloni
ond Nobel Loureote, Seomus Heoney, were

present.

During the {irst coffee breok, Mr.

Jommon metlhe UN High Commissioner
ond spoke to her obout humon righh
violotion in Tibet. Mr. Jomon olso
presenfed on orol stotement on his
personol experience os o former politicol
prisoner.

Wilh frontlrne l)rreclor, Ms.Mory
Iowlor

On his refurn journey, Mr. Jomon visiled

theTibet lnformotion Nelwo* ([lN) office

in London. While in London, the Tibet

Society orgonised o meeling wilh some o{

lhe porliomenl,orions of lhe House of Lords

where Jomon briefed lhem wih he humqn

dghts sifuqtion in Tibsl Jqrns6 qlso vistted

ii o{ff""" o{ Fr"" tibel ComPoign ond

the lvnneslY lniemotionol l)
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According lo relioble in{ormolion

received {rom Tibel, Geshe Sonom

Phr-rnhok is sufiering from serious ill heollh.

Geshe Sonom Phuntsok, o well-kno*n

Buddhisl proctitioner ond leqcher from

Korze County, Sichuon Province, wos

orresied in 1999 ond is now serving <r

five yeor prison term for purpodedly

c<-,nducting "illegol" reli gious octivities.

Geshe's followers ond fomily in Korze

County ore grovely concerned obout his

ill heohh ond suspecl thot the ouhorities

ore nol providing him with sulficienl

medicol core.

Reports indicote thof on 21 November

2001, Public Security Bureou (PSB)

officiols frorn Koze County visiled Geshe

Sonom Phunhok's fothea Agyo Phunhok,

in Rongboch<rn Dish.ict, hometown o[

Geshe Sonom Phunfsok . The officers

informed Agyo Phunhok lholGeshe wos

suffering from "high fever" ond wos

"cr-rnendy bedridden in Tsongtung Choyul

hospitol".

The of{icers exploined thot Geshe

corght the lerer o*ing lo lhe hol weother

condilions prevoiling in his iloce of

imprisonment, reportedly Chuondung

Prison #3 in Tsongtung Villoge, Dorlsedo

Counly, Koze "TAP", Sichuon Province

(the some prison which held Chodrel

Rinpoche until his recent releose lo house

onest).

After heorinq lhe news of Geshe's

illness, Agyo Phuntsok le{t for Tsonglung

to see his son ond reoched lhere on 4

December 2001 . He monoged lo sPeok

with Geshe for o totol of 40 minutes The

lwo were only ollowed lo conuerse on lhe

phone wilh o lorge gloss porlilion belween

lhem. Prison officiols closely monitored

th eir con versoli on .

Our source s<rid thot Aqyo Phuntsok

wos shocked lo wilness Geshe's

debrioroting heohh. Geshe hos reportedly

become very thin- He could not move

properly ond seemed lo require support

*fiile *olking.

Geshe reportedly exploined b his folher,

Geshe Sonam Phuntsok suffering
serious ill health
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"lnitiolly, lfelto loss ofoppeiite ond lcould

not eot. I lelt dizzy ond lethorgic. I hod

diorrheo for sometime ond very oflen I

*ould foll unconscious. This cootinued

{or quile o long period until the lime thot

i got seriously ill. The prison officiols took

me for o blood lest in lhe neorby militory

hospilol. As soon os the check-up *os
o,er, l*os immediolely brotrghtbock. On

n,y second visil to lhe hospitol the

{ollowing doy, I wos kepf in the hospitol

lor seven hours <rnd kept on lV drips.

These check-ups ond lV drips did not

bring much improvement. lfeel sick every

other doy ond lwould oflen lose my

memory".

TCHRD hos now wrillen on urgent

<rppeol io ihe United Notions Working

Group on Atihory Delenlion lo intervene

in lhe motter ond rcquesl lhe People's

Republic o{ Chino to secure Geshe's

immedicrle releose on medicol porole.

lnformolion recenliy obtoined by re Dui

Huo Foundolion bosed in Son Fron<isco,

USA, reveols the exislence of o 1990

Regulotion under Chinese crinrincrl lo*s

by which prisoners con be releosed on

medicol porole when they hove {ollen ill

while in prison ond compleled ol leosl o

lhird of lheir sentence. Geshe hos now

serued lwo ond o holl yeors of his {iue

yeor senlence, ond is cleorly ill. He

lhere{ore quolifies for being releosed on

conrinued on P 2
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medicol porole.

Geshe Sonom Phunlsok wqs orresled
on 25 Oclober 1999. He wos forcibly
removed from reliqious relreol in Koze
county ond deloined in Dorhedo Prison
in Dorlsedo County, Koze "TAP".
Following Geshe's delention? o moss
sponloneous demonsholion took ploce in

Koze Counly resulting in delention ond
imprisonmenl{or mony o[ his followers.

Geshe wos in detenlion for one yeor
ond four monlhs before lhe courl
pronounced his senlence in Morch 2001 .

The court lound him guilty of " l ) inciting
splitlisl ociivilies omong lhe mosses;2)
trovelling lo lndio on on illegol documenl
procured from Lhoso, {or seeking on
oudience with the Doloi Lomo qnd {or
toking phologrophs with him; 3) illegolly
conducling religior,rs ceremony in Korze
counly; ond 4) donducting long-life
proyer ceremony for the Doloi Lomo in

Rongbolsong."
Geshe wos senlenced lo live yeors

imprisonmenl. During o five- minule
speech in lhe courtroom ofler the
senlencing, Geshe soid, "My orresl ond
couri lriol belies Chinese high cloim of
religious Feedom in Tibetqnd rhis should
be mode known lo the public'.

Geshe Sonom Phunhok is o populor
figure in lhe Koze region. Tibelons revere
him os o greot Buddhisl proctitioner ond
scholor. He hod lought Tibelon literoture
to monks from 35 diflerenl monosleries
in lhe 1980s, ond fulored monks from
Dhorgyelirrg Monoslery on Tibeton
gronrnror, libelon History ond Buddhisrn.
He hod olso recorded historicol
description o{ l3 monosteries in Korze
"TAP". l}

Ilxile rcturnees

J)aY hclu\- pricc
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lorgeled becouse lhey hod visited lndio
for pilgmmoge or {or study. ltoppeors lhol
the octofvisiling lndio wos in itself proof
of spliflisl oclivilies.

l) Mothok Domchoe, 27, llolneis
nome Tsering) wos o monk ot Robgyo
Monoslery unlil '1992 when he trovelled
lo lndio ond studied ot Sero Monoslery in

Soulh lndiq. A{ter two yeors, he refurned
to Tibel ond re-entered Robgyo Monostery
compleling his studies in I 997. ln 1998,
he ogoin come to lndio ond studied ot
Sorqh Buddhist Dtolectics School. By the
end of 1999, he returned to Iibet ond
continued his studies in lhe {ield o{Tibeton
medicine. He wos orrested in Moy 2001
ond sentenced lo six yeors on chorges of
engoging in polilicol octivities.

2) Sonom Gyoho, 34 (fofier's nome
is Woeser) ioined Robgyo Monostery in

1996. On 25 November 1993, Gyolso
qrrived in Nepol, lhen wenl on to Serq
Monoslery in South lndio. ln 1994. he
retumed io Tibetond conlinued his studies

ot Robgyo Monostery. Gyotso wos
reporledly orresled in Moy 200lond
senlenced lo six yeors on chorges of
engoging in olleged politicol ocfivilies.

3) Kunchok Dhorgoy, 32 (fother's
nome isJinpo) become o monk o{ Robgyo
Monoslery in 1987- Dhorgoy hovelled to
Nepol in Februory 1993, then in 1994
Dhorgoy wenl {or o pilgrimoge lour o[
socred Buddhistsites in lndio. Some time
ofler lhis lour he refumed to Tibel ond
conlinued his monostic sludies ot Robyo
Monoslery. ln Moy 2001 , he wos
senlenced lo six yeors for involvenrent in

olleged politicol octivilies.

4) Phuntsok,26, kovelled to Nepol in
Jonuory 1996 on o pilgrimoge. Allhe end
o{ lh ot yeor, he olso went {or o pilgrimoge
lour o{socred Buddhistsites in lndio On
completion of the lour, he relurned lo
Robgyo Monostery ond conlinued his

studies lhere. ln Moy 2001 , he wos
senlenced lo six yeors on olleged polilicol
crimes.

TCHRD owoih odditionol informolion
obout lhe exocl chorges ogoinsl eoch
person, the nome of the court ihol possed

senlences, ond lhe nomes of lhe delenlion
cenlres in which lhese Tibelons ore beirrg
held. O

Heightened
securitv in Lhas:r
on 10 March

According to relioble in{ormolion ogoin
received from Tibel, pro-iodependence
leofleh were found posted in vorious porls

oflhqso on l0 Morch 2002, the Tibeton

Nolionol Uprising Doy.

This l0 Morch sow tight securily in

hoso. A lorge number o{ securily of{iciols

bolh unilormed ond in civilion dress were

seen poholling lhe slreel, presunrobly os

o prevenlolive rneosuae to curb ony
politicol octivities.

Despile lhis, o nunrber of leoflels such

os "Tibel is lndependenl" ond "Long Live

His Holiness lhe Doloi Lomo" were found
posled in ond oround lhe Borkhor, the
circumombulolion oreo oround Jokhong

Temple. Similor leoflels written in oil point
oppeored on the reor wolls o[ the Potolo
Poloce

Our source commenled, "These ore
cleor ouilel o[ discontentmenl ogoinsl
reskiclive policies imposed by the Chinese
outhorities. Keeping the spirit o[ {reedom
olire ogoinstollodds, Tibelons inside Tibet

hove conlinuously voiced lheir onger ond
fruskolion ogoinst lhe brulol force ond
clrocilies committed by the Chinese
govemmenl. The repeoted ond unending
coll {or independence for Tibel is o cleor
indicqlion thot Tibet is on occupied
counlry"

At o. time *hen Chino is Llon,rnq
humpels ol hoving broughl economic
prosperity inlo Tibet, Tibetons firouqhoul
Tibel qre opposing lhe Chinese
governmenl lhrough o voriety of prolesl
meosures.

Such disploy of opposition hos resulted
in inlensificolion o{ security rneosures
during mojor Tibeton lesiivols ond evenls

in Tibet. Lorge deploymenls of security
offciols ond heightened securily nreosures

in Lhosq, poriiculorly on nolionol
highroys, hove reshicled freedorn oI trorael

for Tibelons ond lourists olike. r)

f'^
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According lo recenl in f ormolion
received from Tibet, four exile relurnees
were detoin ed ond subsequenlly
senlenced lo six yeors imprisonmenl in
Moy 2001. The four deloinees ore oll
monks from Robgyo Monostery which is

Iocoted in Mochen County, Golog "TAp",
Qinghoi Province. The monks were
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This is a regular section profiling political prisonbrs currently imprisoned in Tibet

Ex-political prisoner re-arrested
Lobsong Dhorgyol is originolly

from Mochen County, Golog
"TAP", Tsongon (Ch: Qinghoi)
Province. He wos bom lo
Shergycm ond Tsodon in 1962.
Shergyom, his fother, committed
suicide in I 970 lo evode onesl by
Chinese outhoriiies for his
involvement in mony "reociionory "
oclivilies in the oftermoth of the
Chinese invosion of Tibet.

Dhorgyol helped his molher in
nomodic works ond studied
Tibeion longuoge. At 22, he
become o monk of Robgyo
Monoslery. He undedook the
responsibililies of security
personnel in Robgyo Monoslery, os
rvell os serving os coretoker of
Tomding Monoslery.

Lhoso witnessed o surge of pro-
independence demonslrotions in
the lote eighties. When this news
spreod lo Golog, Lobsong
Dhorgyol ond his two friends,
Lobsong Polden ond Yeshi

Gyolhen, plonned to iniiiote
polilicol octivities in lheir oreo. They

printed obout 40,000 pro-
independence leoflets. The four
wrote ond prinled the leo{lets on
wooden block prints. The leoflets

contoined slogons such qs "Free

Tibe't" ond "Chinese Qui, Tibei"
ond hod the slomp of the Tfbeton

noiionol flog on lhe bock. TheY

hod Tibeton notionol flogs with

lhem os well.
A grond enlhronemenl

ceremony lor lhe then 1 3-Yeor-old

Shingso ng Tenzin ChoekYi

Gyoils.n Rinpoche wos scheduled

to be held ot RobgYo Monostery on

I 5 November I 992. Shingsong
Rinpoche, heod o{ Robgyo
Monoslery ond the /'Xth
reincomolion of the molher of
Jelsongkhopo, $e founder of
Gelug School, is considered one of
the leoding lomos in Tsongon
Province.

The night before the ceremony,
Dhorgyol ond his componions
posted ond disiributed lhe leoflels
in 20 strotegic ploces, such os

noiionol highwoys, busy streel
molls, ond the circumombulolion
o req oround lhe monoslery's
stupo. They hoisted o Tibelon
notionol flog on the roofiop of the
ossembly holl of the monoslery
ond posled o smoller poper flog on
one side.

Consequently, Public Securi\
Bureo u officers {rom Mqchen
County ond Golog "TAP" onived in

the evening of I 5 No'rember
1992. An inlensive inlerrogoiion
session followed foroll the monks.
On 25 November 1992, Lobsong

Dhoagyol wos orrested while his

componions could moke lheir
escope. The officers ronsocked his

room in lhe monoslery {or politicol
evidence ond discorered the
wooden block prints.

Lobsong Dhorgyol wos detoined
in Golog Prison for olmost o yeor.

ln 1994, the Golog lnlermediote

People's Courl sentenced DhorgYol

to two ond holf Yeors in Golog

Prison ond on odditionol
deprivolion of politicol rights for

two yeors. He wos hondcuffed ond

his feel monocled during his

imprisonment. He even lost his two

{ronl teeth when he wos beolen
severely. Despile oll the sufferings,
his dountless spirit olwoys
remoined high.

On 25 Moy 1995, Lobsong
Dhorgyol wds releosed. Though he
wos forbidden lo re join his
monoslery, he still continued to
conlribule lo the Tibeton couse in
wholever woy he could. The
Tibeton Youlh Congress bosed in
Dhoromsolo, owqrded Lobsong
Dhorgyol, Lobsong Po lden ond
Yeshi Gyoltsen with Mortyr's
Awqrds in August 1995, to poy
iribuie to lheir courogeous deeds
ond socrifices.

Unoble to beor ihe vorious
restrictions imposed on Shingsong
Tenzin Choekyi Gyollsen Rinpoche
by the Chinese o ulhorilies,
Lobsong Dhorgyol ond Rinpoche
secrelly lefi ihe monoslery on the
night of 2 April 1997 . Dhorgyol
served os the moin escod io
Rinpoche ond they reoched
Dhoromsolo on 27 April 1997 .

Aftenvords, they.went lo Sero

Monostery in South lndio.
ln the beginning of 2001,

Lobsong Dhorgyol wos returning to
Tibei io visit his oging molher rvhen

PSB ofliciols crrresled him
someurhere neor Shigotse, "TAR".

He wos immediolely h<.rnded over
to Chinese outhoriiies in Golog
"TAP". h is reporled thot DhorgYol

wos subsequently senlenced to I5
yeorc. However, lhe Prison where

he remcins detoined ond his

chorges ore still unconfirnred. O
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The number of Tibetcns incorceroted

in Nepoli ioils for being in Nepol wifiort
the oppropriote lrovel documenls hos

reoched h,velve. The lotesl prisoner, Tenpo

Robgyol, 'l 6 (molher's nome Tsering),

from Lhoso, "TAR", wos orresled lost

monlh. Tenpo, wos orrested in Durbor
Squore, cenlrol Kolhmondr-' where he hod

been dropped off by his Sherpo guide.

Police opprooched Tenpo ofter they

sighled him wondering oround lhe

Squore. He wos deloined for loiling to
posess lhe necessory immigrolior popen.

He wos fined I 4,000 Nepoli Rupees (NRs)

ond os he connol o{Iord lhis fine, he

remoins in prison.

There ore now lwelve Tibelons
incorceroled in Dilli Bqzo(1r Joil,
Kothmondu {or being in the counlry
illegolly. Three ore monks - oneolwhorn
wos orresled in June 2000 ond is olreody

holfwoy through his {ive yeor senlence -

eighl ore sfudenh {rom Amdo, who were

retuming lo Tibet ofter studying in lndio
ond the finol prisoner is Tompo. All o{
lhe incorcerqled Tibetons hove cleorly

stoted thot lhey ore Tibelon refugees,

hoving escoped Tibel being unoble to
beor lhe viololions of their civil righls.

ln vAot is olreody o difficult situotion
for the detoined Tibetons, one of the

femole sfudenl prison'ers, onested in lole
2001, gove birth to o boby girl in lote
Februory whilst in ioil. The womon hod
been oble to conceol the {oct lhol she
wos pregnonl up until lobor begon; both
lhe womon ond her child ore both
repoded lo be in good heolth. Appeols
from UNHCR to releose lhe womon for
Mo monlhs into the custody of he Tibeton
Receplion Cenke hove been denied by
the Juslice Deporlment ond lhe womon
ond her boby remoin in loil.

The Tibeton refugees ore being treoied
relotively well, olthough the condrtions,
underwhidr they endure, ore difficult. The

prisonerc tdd NGO represenlolives, who

recendy visited lhe ioil, lhot lhe moles ond
{emoles ore nol ollowed lo mix ond lhot
lheir exercise periods were reskicled. This

lreolmenl is differenl lo olher prisoners

held in the ioil. One of lhe women

sulfered on emotionol breokdown ol her

senlence heoring ond wos honsferred to

the Tibeton Receplion Cenlre for
supervised medicol core.

The eight student Tibelons hqve been

senlenced underlhe lmmigrotion Act ond

o fine of NF.s 20,000/- imposed. A lotol

fine o{ NRs l2l ,897/25 for living without
viso ond possporl in Nepol hos olso being

impced. fu none of lhe eighlwere oble

to poy lheirfines, lhey were senlenced lo
ten yeors joils. Two o{ lhe olher monks

were fined US$2,000 plus 25,000 NRs,

which omounled lo NRs 200,000 or ten

yeors ioil.
The detention of the Tibelon re{ugees

occurred despile on ogreemenl between

lhe Unifed Nolions High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) ond lhe Nepolese

Govemmenllhotenobles Tibeton refugees

to lrovel lhrough Nepol on lheir woy lo o
third country. The informol ogreemenl

belween lhe UNHCR ond ifie Nepoli
Governmenl is o verbol ogreemenl ond

stotes lhol the UNHCR will ensure thot oll

Tibelons ore genuine refugees ond willnol
remoin in Nepol. ln refum, the Nepoli
Government will nol refurn Tibefons to
Tibel once in Nepol. Under this
ogreemenl, Tibeton osylum seekers who
ore orresled on Nepoli ferritory ore to be
broughtto the Deportment of lmmigrolion
Delenlion Cenhe in Kolhmondu. They ore
lhen meonllo be releosed tofie UNHCR.

Royol clemencl {or lhe imprisoned
Tibebns wos requested during Demooocy
Doy on Februory l9'r, buf no clemency
wos gronted. Clemencyfor *re imprisoned
Tibelons is now being requested on lhe
Kings birthdoy in July. Both the O{fice o{

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

No relief for Tibetans detained in Nepal

2.^)

Tibet ond represenlolives from vorious

embossies bosed in Kolhmondu hove :.-
opprooctred differeni Nepoli govemment

deporlmenls, who indicoled lhol the

motler wos before the courts ond os such,

il would be inoppropriole for lhem lo
intercede.

The Slqle o{ Emergency imposed in

Nepol is olso moking lhe tro"el o{ Tibeton

re{ugees through Nepol more
heocherous. Whilsl there is no evidence

of ei6er $e Nepolese securi! forces or

lhe Mooish lorgeting Tibeton refugees

porticulorly, the iourney oul of Tibel ond

lhrough Nepol lo lndio now hos new risks.

It is generolly believed by ogencres

ond orgonisolions responsible for Tibeton

refugees whilsl lhey ore in Nepollhoiwhile
the UNHCR/Nepoli Govern menl
ogreemenl slill holds, misfokes by lhe

border police in honoring lhe ogreemenl

hove been mode, resulling in lhe

deportolion ofTibelon refugees bock to

Tibet. Porticulorly in lhe Kodori oreo, lhere

hqd been increosed reporh o{ Tibelon

re{ugees being retumed to Tibet.

Some sources go so {or os to ollege
thol there wos o possibilily thol some

Nepoli border police moy be octing in

collusion with the Chinese oulhorilies up

to 30 km9 inside Nepol sovereign lenilory
trc retum Tibeton refugees bod tc Tibel. lt

is difficull lo subslonliole the numbers
involved due lo lhe foctlhollhere ore {ew

supervisory mechonisms in ploce, no
opporlunily lo mointoin ongoing
monitoring in lhe oreo ond the Nepoli
Governmenl's suspension of visils by
UIIHCR personnel lo lhe border
regions.O
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Trvo-year sentence fot pro-independence activities

Holiness the Doloi Lomo.
ln lote '1995 when I mode my ioumey

bock home olone, I followed my eodier
roule in lhe deod o{ nightond loter in lhe
doy hilched o ride in o huck corrying gross.

I hid mysel{ under lhe gross ond reoched
Lhqso where I sloyed for three doys ond
then went shoight to my villoge. fuound
Tibeton New Yeor 1996 I reoched my

hqne.
ln lhe summer of '1996 

I olong with

some of my trusled friends begon
distributing lhe moleriols thot lhod
brought {rom lndio lo the studenh oflhe
minorily school in Chenho County, Molho
'TAP', ond in Kongtso County, Tsochong

'TAP", ond Tsigorthong County, Tsolho

'TAP'. Mony o{ the moleriols were given

b known people in our counly. They were

lololly unowore of Chinese invosion in
Tibet becouse lhey were completely kept

in lhe dork {or so mony y6ors.

During lhe 1997 Tibeton New Yeor, I

hovelled io Lhoso ood sfoyed lhere {or

some monlhs doing smoll business ond

odd 1obs. ln Moy 199 7, during lhe holy

monfi ofSogo Dowo (the festivol o{ Lord

Buddho's hrlh, enlightenment ond deoth),

I posted o posler in front of the Jolhong
Temple during lhe night. The posler

contoined slogons, which colled for Tibe/s

independence, on end to forced
sterilizolion of Tibeton women ond mining

in Tibel, ond vorious olher humon righh
obuses.

Loter I drew o Tibeton nolionol flog in

my room ond lhoughl o[ stoging Prolest
on I July 1997, lhe Hong Kong hond-
over ce.emony doy. On l3 June 1997,

oround 7 p.m in lhe evening, when mY

wi{e, t voo{my friends (dentilies probcted)

ond lwere hoving o conversolion, {our

ormed policemen frorn the I st unii d [roso

PSB borged inlo our room. They seordred

our room, leoding to lhe discovery oflhe

hond-drown Tibeton nolionol flog. On
seeing lhe flog lheir seorch become oll

lhe more oggressive [or {urlher
incriminoling evidence.

We were hondcr-,f{ed ond foken lo lhe

>t

Lhoso City PSB Detention Cenlre for
inlerrogolion ond we were loler
trqnsferred to PAP (People's Armed
Police) Office for four doys of
intenogolion. We were kept wiihout food
ond ,alqler qll four dop. One o{myfriends
wos releosed ofter lhe inlerrogolion btrt

my wi{e, my olher friend ond me were

token lo Gulso Delention Centre. After
two monlhs' detenlion my wile wos

releosed. My friend ond I were detoined
for five more monlhs, moking it o totol
detenlion of seven monlhs.

During our detention the Chinese
used oll lheir lociics lo exkoci informolion
{rom us. All of us were interrogoted
seporotely. One time, lhe o{licer lhrew o

huge bundle ofmoney (opprox 50,000
yuon) on the loble ond soid lwill be

releosed, given employment ond could
olso toke lhe money if ltell him the whole

huth. I lold him thol I knew nolhing o{
polilics, for which lwos beqten ond

lortured severely. [oler lbecome
unconscious. The lodure continued for
four monlhs. Then one doy they showed

us oursenlence popers ond lold us lhol
we hod been senlenced fo two yeors'

imprisonment.

My {riend ond lwere then lqken lo
Trisom Prison, Toelung Dechen County,

Lhoso Municipolily. There were three

unih in lhe prison. The first wos {or the

polilicol prisoners, lhe second for
criminol prisoners ood the third for the

women. Al lhe time when lwos
imprisoned lhere were obout 20'30
polilicol prisoners.

On I 6 June I 999, Sonom ond I *"re
releosed on lhe completion of our Mo
yeors' senlence. Our delention ot Gutso

hod been included in our senlence bui

still we spenl obout one yeor ond live

monlhs in Trisom Prison.

Afler my releose I sloyed for o month

in Lhoso. lwos conslondy wotched by

the PSB so lhod to go bock to my

villoge. Even there the PSB frequented

my home ond conslonlly osked me

<ohlinued on P 6

Domchoe, loy nome Wongchen Gyol,
30, wos bom in TsodrukVlloge, Chenho
County, Molho'TAP', Qinghoi Province.

He is {rom o {orming fomily-
Domchoe reporled to lhe TCHRD: When

I wos seven yeors old, I went lo the villoge
school ond leornl Tibeton, Chinese ond

Molhemolics. At 14. I stopped my

schooling. For o period of one yeor from
I 987- I 988, I did forming on our fomily
field.

ln 1989, I becqme o monk ol Kehu

Shedup Dhorgoy Monostery which wos

founded by Kehu Jongchub Shonnu in fie
I 5th century Before 1959 some 500 monks

studied ot lhe monostery. During lhe
Culturol Revolulion the monostery suffered

lolol deslruclion. ln 1980, some dedicoied
monks collecled donolions ond re-buihlhe

monoslery Curren{y ihere ore oboul 130

monks in the monostery olthough there is

o govemment ceiling of80. Lomo Lobsong

Thupten Wongchuk, o renowned person

in lhe Chinese governmenl circle, is lhe

heod o{lhe monostery
ln lhe post {ew yeors, monks of the

monoslery hove shown dissent ogoinsllhe
Chinese oulhorilies by posling pro-
independence posters in ond oround lhe

monostery No one wos qrrested os lhe

Chinese outhorilies hod no clues of lhe

people responsible.

ln ltre winterof 1993, I lehlhe monoslery

olong with l9 other monks lo Pursue
educolion in lndio ond mosl imporlontly

b seek oudience with His Holiness $e
Doloi Lomo. We firsl wenl to lhoso ond

then left for lndio. We crossed lhe Nepol

border ofToroponi ond finolly escoped io
lndio.

ln lndio, I wos odmitted to the Tibeton

Tronsit School, Dhoromsolo, wlere lstoyed

{o one yeorond len monlhs. Lqter ldecided

lo return lo Tibel. On my refum ioumey I

corried some politicol booklets, on

oulobiogrophy of lhe Doloi Lomo, WD
Shokopo's 'Politicol History of Tibet',

'Guidelines {or {uture Tibet's polity ond

bosic feolures of lhe conslilution' ond

oudio-lopes contoining sPeeches of His
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obout my oclivities. Such conslonl
surveillonce gollo me ood I le{t for Gode
County, Golog 'TAP' where I sloyed {or
more lhon lwo yeors doing iobs ond smoll
business.

Regording schooling in my oreo, lhere
ore two middle schools in lhe ploce where
I live. ln one, mosl oI lhe studenh ore
Chinese ond few children o{ the Tibeton
codres. The sfudenh lhere ore smorl qnd
very kno,adedgeoble.

The olher school hos only nomod
children ond lhe blol shenglh wos oround
700. There ore qboul40 leochers who
ore mos y Tibetons. ButChinese stoffheld
lhe top positions in the school
odministolion.

The studenh in lhe lolter school ore
required lo give qbout 50 Yorkq Gunbhu
(medicinol plonl known os Cordyceps
Sinensis) on odmission lo lhe school ond
lhe number increoses by 50 eoch
subsequenl yeors.

There is no discipline in the school ond
the studenh con do whotever lhey wish.
The sfudenh gomble, wotch videos ond
ploy snooker in fhe mo*el.

Concerning medicol focilities in Gode
Counl,v, lhere is one hospilol nomed Gode
County People's Hos5itol. The doctoa ore
mocfly Chinese bul lhere ore few Tibeton
nurses. Tle Tibetoo polienh ore notgiven
proper core ond chorged exho fees on
the conlrory.

There were few deqlh coses coused due
to negligence by lhe doctors. As such
people stopperl going to the hospitol ond
lhe hoapitol hod to ullimotcly dose down.
Polienls slorted consulfing lhe privole
doctors.

There ore six privole clinics in lhe
coun\. Due to growing demond {or lhe
privote dinics,lhe People's Hospilol wrote
on opplicolion to lhe counly outhorilies
{or lhe closure o{ lhe privole clinics in lhe
coun\,. The oulhoriiies in tum ordered lhot
oll privole clinics would hove to close.
Despiie the officiol bon, tlre locol people
slill oo to !he doctor's residence secretly
lor consull<llions. lf o potienl is serious,
he or she is token Ior check-up lo Pemo
County, Xining County.

Some people from my villoge come to
Gode county for business purpose ond
since lhey knew r,ry whereobouh, I lefi for

\

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

[,hoso in December I 999 feoring thot lhe
word might spreod in the villoge ond I

might be token bock to {oce further
inlerrogolion. ln Lhoso I met Phokmo
Dhundup ond we decided lo go lo lndio-

ln eorly 2002 we oossed over lhe Nepol
border ond reoched lhe Tibelon
Receplion Cenhe in Kothmondu on 20
Febuory2002. ASerfiheen doys lwos sent
to Dhoromsolo, lndio, reoching lhere on
11M adr 2002 . a

ln 1994 he become on obbot ot Shugseb

Nunnery.
He oni\red in lndiq in 2001ond reporbd

to TCHRD qbout reshiclions imposed on
religious oclivilies in Shugseb Nunnery

1ln lole 
.l994, 

lhe ouihorities o{Shugseb
Nunnery requesled my inslollofion os
khenpo (obbot) of lheir nunnery. I r,vos

lhe obbol lhere unlil my onivol in lndio in
200r.

"According lo officiol Chinese sfqlislic,
lhere were 208 nuns when in focl lhere
were 270. Of the 208 nuns, 130 were
permonent nuns while opproximolely 80
ollended the nunnery on o temporory
bosis. There were 20-30 unregislered
nuns, some of whom hove been expelled
from olher nunneries. These nuns r.vould

disoppeor during lhe "work leom' visils.
"Due to o feor o{ politicol oaivity, tfie

nuns were restricfed to lhe nunnery
grounds. They were not permilted to lrq\iel
lo [-hoso during imporlonl onnivercories
such os 50 yeorc ofChinese Liberolion o{
Tibet

"V/ork ieom members of 4-20 officiols,
moinly from lhe Religious Deportment,
would normolly oltend fire nunnery for one
lo two months every three lo four monlhs.
During importont officiol evenk, o "wor&
leqm" would be ensconced ollhe nunnery
{or lhe whole durotion-

'During lhe work leom visits, lhe
o{ficiols would force lhe nuns lo study
politicol history o{ Tibet. The officiols
would exploin lhol the nuns ore olreody
good in Buddhist studies qnd should no*
be oble to devole more time lo polificol
study.

"l refused lo obey their orders ond
relorted lhot I could nol choose {or lhe
nuns whot they desired to study. There were

olher lomos in lhe nunnery lhol odvised
me to counsel the nuns ogoinst engoging
in politicol octivities. During my six yeors
sloy in lhe nunnery, Shugseb Nunnery hod
no politicol octivity.

"Once I wos subjected to inlensive
inlenogolion lhol losted foroboulon hour
The wo* leom officiols checked my roorn
for bonned porhoih o{ His Holiness lhe
DqloiLomo.

"Aher my deporture, it is unlikely lhot
there will be o repl<rcement{or lhe khenpo
post ot Shugseb Nunnery. O

aL

Drapchi itun:ttes
foil propaganda
film

TCHRD hqs received some reporls
regording disfurbonces in Dropchi prison

iust before Losor, the Tibelon New Yeor.

According lo lhese reports, on 9
Februtrry 20@ grrvemmenl cn rltrorities hod
orgonised lo film o "documenlory' in
Dropchi prison thot would proiect well-
[ed, well-lreoted prisoners living in o well-
mointcined prison.

Horvever serrerol polilicol inmotes mode
lheir disopprovol of lheir condifions cleor
on lhe doy of lhe filming. Reporh indicote
lhol some prisoners were beoten while
olhers were kepl in solitory confinemenl
os punishmenl for lheir dissenl.

There hove qlso been reporh ofsudden
tronsfers o{ polilicol prisoners {rom
Dropchi. ln some inslonces, fomily
members hove not been told where lhe
prisoners hove been moved lo.

TCHRD owoih deloiled informoiion on
bolh these incidenh. I

ttWork tearrl" visits
Shugsc'b Nunnerv

Kunsong Tenzin is on er-obbot of
Shugseb Nunnery. Chushul County,
lhoso City

Al 15, he comnrenced his religious
studies under $e tuleloge of Khendron
Norbu Thupten. At 21, Tenzin ioined
Serlhor Monostery in Korze County,
Sichuon Province, where he pursr-,ed
religious studies for the nexl eight yeors.

I
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TCHRD welcomes
new Execulive
Director

St<-rff members ood vdunteers o[TCHRD

- welcome Mrs. Tsewong l-hodon who wos

unonimously selecied lo heod the Centre

on l9 Februory 2002. She joined lhe

Centre on I Morch 2002.
Mrs. Lhodon groduoted from Puniob

University, Chondigorh, ond hos
experience working os Reseorch Assislqnl

to the Politicol ond Economic Section oI
lhe Conodion High Commission, New

Deihi. She hos olso worked os fusislonl
to the Bureou Chief of Soulh Asio Globe

ond Moil, Cor:odo, bqsed in New Delhi.

Mrs *rodon olso wo*ed os Monoger

o{ Chooor Guest House, Dhoromsolo, {or

o period o{fwo yeors .

The Cenhe held o formol hond-ouer

c"remony olflre po.l o{ Execulive Direclor

by Mr. Lobsong Nyondok Zoy.rl to Mrs.

Tsewong Lhodon on l3 Morch 2002.

Mr. Nyondok, lhe former Executive

'. 
Director of TCHRD,led lhe Cente from o

fledgling orgonisolion lo o well-known

ond inlernqlionolly recognised non-

governmenlol orgonisolion wilhin o
period ofsix yeors. TCHRD poys hibute to

his ouhtonding leodership ond wishes him

oll lhe very besl in his post os Kolon lor
ihe Deporlments of Finonce ond Heollh.

At lhe some time, TCHRD welcomes

Mrs Lhodon ond looks {orword lo*o*ing
with her O

Swedish
Porliomentorion
Briefing

On 9 Jonuory 2002. on eight-member

delegotion o{ Swedish porliomenlorions

come on o four-doy visil lo Dhoromsolo.

Non - g overn men lo I org o n iso lion s

(NGOs) bosed in Dhoromsolo, including

lhe Tibeton Cenhe for Humon Righls ond

Democrocy (ICHRD), Tibelon Youlh

Congress (TYC), Tibeton Women's
Associolion (IWA), I'lolionol Democrofic

Porty ofTibet, ond Gu-Chu-Sum held o

ioinl meeting ollhe of{ice of lhe TV/A.

Open discussion ond briefings look
ploce omong lhe porliomenlqrions ond

nrembers o{ Tibelon llGOs.
Mr. Ugyen Tsewong. lnformcrlion Officer

ol TCHRQ represented the Cenlre. He

briefed lhe porliomenlorions obout the

Centre's obieclives ond its posl ond

present oclivilies. The porliomenlorions

roised severol queslions rel<rting lo lhe

humon righh situotion in Tibel, to which

Mr. Tsewong gove on overview of lhe

ongoing humon righls obuses in Tibet.

ln the end, lhe porliomenlorions
unonimously ogreed fhol lhey were nol

owore of lhe grovity o[ lhe humon rights

violotions going on in Tibel ond ossured

the Tibeton NGO's lhol they *ould roise

tETbetiE-E n te S,redlCi hdinn grla

New TCHRD Sloff
Mr. Tenzin Norgoy hos been recruiled

os the new TCHRD Field O{licer followrng

o wrillen lesl ond orol inlerview conducled
by the Cenhe on 26 Februory 2002. He
joined the Cenlre on I Morch 2002

Mr Norgoy hos o Moslers degree rn

Linguistics. He originolly studied ot Delhi
Universily lhen did his M.A. ot M.5.
Universily, Borodo. O

Open Discussion
Forum for Young
Tibetons

On l0 Morch 2002, tle occosion o{

the 43rd Tibeton Uprising Doy, TCHRD

co-hosted on Open Discussion Forum lor
Young Tibetons with Tibeton Jewish Youth

Exchonge Progromme. More lhon 50
young Tibetons turned up.

Among lhe speokers were Ms. Tsering

Yongkyi, Heod ofthe Environmenl Desk,

DllR, Mr Tsering Thor, Ex-Mustong Fighter,

ond Mr. Negon, o recenl onivol from Tibet

Ms. Yo,l d on Aukolsong, Sen',rr
Progromme Officer, olso p rovided
informotion on TCHRD ond the currenl

humon righh situolion in Tibel.

During the open discussioo session, lhe

porliciponls were divided into four groups

ond given lopics reloled lo Tibetto discuss

ond slrotegise on follov,ed "rilh
preseniotions by group leoders. A Forunr

wos olso provided to lhe porliciponls to

express their {eelings ond concerns

regording lheir identily os Tibelons.

The evening ended wilh proyers ond o

condle light vigil led by Achoryo Yeshi

Phuntsok, President oI N<rtion ol

Democrolic Porty for Tibet. i
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Human Rights begins with you. Your concern
and participation makes a difference, Your
support could instill faith and hope in those who

have been skipped of their human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

Your benetits and rcsponsibilities

v You'll recejw free ol cost our H uman Rights Wdate

' All our pLblicatims will be send lree r.rpon req.rest
Y You'll receive a nrembershp card
v Yor may join our canpaigns
v Annualmembership fee Rs. 100/US g 30 for adult

mernbers and Rs. 50 fuS $ 15lor students

Please e-mail us al dsa lu(Atchrd. org or
tfizjn@lchr.l.org ot t\rite to us at ou postal addess
lrfirher info.rnatim.
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Freedom at last for Tibet's I
serving political prisoner

ongest

Tonok Jigme Songpo wos releosed on
medicol porole on 3l Morch 2002. The

75-yeor-old Tibeton served l9 conlinuous

yeon in prison ond o cumulolive senlence

o{ 4l yeors, moking him the longest

serving politicol prisoner in Tibet.

Reports indicote thol he is currently in

Lhoso, Tibet's copitol cily, under the core

of his niece, Pemo Chozom, o retired
r leocher-

While welcoming 'the news o{ Toncl

Jigme Songpo's releose on 3l lr4orch

2002, TCHRD believes thoi Chino hos

used him os c "borgoining chiy''in iis

ongoing negotiotion lo ochieve biloterol

diologue with lhe United Stotes ond olso

to prevenl iniernolionol scruliny on ils
humon rights record.

"Chino is willing to let go o{ o lew well-

compoigned politicol prisoners to sove

ils {oce from being smeored ol
inlernolionol {oros. l{ Chino is truly

committed to upholding internotionol
humon rights slondords, it should releose

ollthe other 251 known politicol prisoners

in Tibet", soid Ms Youdon Aukotsong,

Senior Progromme Of[icer ot the TCHRD.

This lotest releose come ot on

opporlune time os lhe 58th United

Nolions Humon Righh Commission wos

r in session in Genevo. Chino wos

lobbying hord to overt ony resolulion

regording the humon rights record.

ln the woke o{ the recent releoses of

Ngowong Choephel ond Tonok Jigme

Songpo, Chino hos ottemPted to

convince the internolionol communily

lor biloterol diologue on humon righls.

According lo lhe verdict issued on 4

April I 992, Tonok Jigme Songpo wos

lo be releosed on 3 September 201 I

with conlinuous 28 yeon'senlence. On
his releose on 31 Morch 20C2, Tonok

hos olreodyserved 19 conlinuous yeors

in prison. This ligure excludes his

previous senlences.

Tonok Jigme Songpo (b.1 926), olso

known os Jigsong, wos reportedly {irst

oneded in 1960 while teoching ot Lhoso

Primory School. He wos chorged wilh

"corrupting lhe minds ol children with

reoclionory ideos". ln 1964, he wos

sentenced lo lhree yeors' imprisonmenl

in Songyip Prison {or moking commenis

regording Chino's repression o{ Tibet.

ln 'l 
970 Tonok wos senlenced to ten

yeors' imprisonment in Songyip Prison

{or 'cou nler- revoluliono ry'
propogondo. Tonok wos co ughl
ottempting lo send o documenl
reporting Chinese otrocities through his

niece, who wos lrying to {lee Tibei.
Tonok Jigme Songpo wos releosed lrom
prison in I 979, ond irons{ened to lhe
'Reform-Through-Lobour' Unit One in

Nyelhong County in Lhoso
Municipolity.

The Lhoso City PSB orrested him for
rhe third rime on 3 September I 983.
According to the '1983 verdicl, Tonok

wos seen ol Jokhong Temple in Lhoso

on l2 July 1983 posting o personolly

writlen woll-posler which contoined
onti-Chinese slogons. On l5 July,

Tonok wos seen weoring o piece of
cloth on his chest whereupon the words

"salf determinotion {or Tibelons" were

wrillen. The verdict olso soid Tonok

hod shown no sign of re{orming os he

conlinued wilh independence oclivities-

On 24 November '1983, 
Lhoso Ci+Y

lnlermdiote People's Courl senlenced

him lo I 5 yeors' imprisonmenl ond five

yeoa deprivolion o{ politicol rights.

While in delention qi Dropchi Prison,

on 5 October 
.l987, 

Tonok wenl

lori,ords the rukhog gote, timing his oct

when prisoners were being fed. He

shouted "FreeTibet', "PRC {ooled the

Tibeton people" ond "Chinese leove

( :I II

il[iIII

r
I



Tibei" reoding {rom o se}f-prepored poster

Prison guords immediotely cought him
ond ofter olmost o yeor on I December
1988, he received on exiension of {ive

yeors'imprisonmenl ond one yeor
deprivotion of politicol righis.

On 6 December I 99] , Tonok shouted

slogons in three different longuoges,
Chinese, Tibeton ond English, during o

visit by Swiss delegolion. Olher inmoles
qurelened Tonok {eoring serious
repercussions il cought. Aiter the
delegotion lelt, Tonok wos drogged from
lhe room ond beoten so severely lhot his

body become numb. He wos then ploced
in solitory con{inement.

Six weeks loierTonok reportedly held in

solitory confinement ond suffered o new

form o{'cold cell'lorture. This cell is lined

wilh sheels lhoi ore designed lo lowerlhe
cell's lemperolure. Permission lo pul on
extro clothing wos denied ond overoge
winierlemp€rolure in Lhoso is 3.5 degree
celsius below zero ond con drop os low
os l0 degree celsius below. On 4 April
I 992, Tonok received on extension o{ eight
yeors ond three yeorc deprivotion of
politicol rights. This would hove brought
his releose dole lo 3 September20l 1 , ot
'lhe oge oI85. O

On the night ol 7 April 2002, Tulku
Tenzin Delek, populorly known os Ah-ngo
Toshi, o highly-respected lomo in Lithong
County, Koze "TAP", Sichuon Province,
wos orresled by Sichuon PSB of{icers on
suspecled involvement in o series o{ bomb
blost incidents ot Chengdu. Four of his
oltendonh were olso orrested. They ore
Tsultrim Dhorgyol, Tomding Tsering, Asher
Dhorgyol ond Dhondup (loy). The current
whereobouts of oll {ive ore unknown.

)-6

ll is reporteci thoi his students Tulku

Domchoe Nyimo ond Toshi Phunisok,

Disciplinorion-in-chorge of Othok
Monoslery were olso deloined rn lhe
{ollowing dop. The whereobor.rts o{ both
lhese monks olso remoin os yel.

Followen of Tulku Tenzin Delek
believe he hos been lromed {or the
bomb blosts due to his so-colled
"splittisl' octions. Tulku is renowned for
his odive involvemenl in the reslorolion
oI Tibeton cullure ond religion, sociol
welfore oclivities ond his bold stolernents

oboul repressrve Chinese policies in
Tibet. He wos vocihrous in roising ond
resolving issues of locol concem. Tulku
olwoys emphosised the need lo resolve
issues omicobly, lo odhere to the
teochings o{ the Doloi Lomo, to preserve

Tibel's unique culture, ond for lhe
soloried Tibaon codres to l;d Tibet into
'the modem 2 l sl cenlury

Recenl irends in orresl indicole thot
Beiiing outhorities seem lo lorget
prominent religiousffgures who hod hod
meetings with the Doloi Lomo. Geshe
Sonom Phunlsok, o respeaed Buddhist
procliiionet wos sentenced in Morch
2000 to five yeors' imprisonment on
chorges of seeking on oudience with
the Doloi Lomo ond ior conducting long-
li{e proyer ceremony for him. Khenpo
Jigme Phunisok, chie{ obbot o{ Serthor
lnslitule, is reportedly held
incommunicodo, ond mosl of his well
over 8,000 siudenls expelled ond
opproximolely 2000 dwellings

Born in I 950 to Tsepok Doriee ond
Dolmo Choezom in Lithong, Tulku
Tenzin Delek loined lithong Monostery

ot the oge ol seven. He sought monk

ordinotion lrom Khensur ({ormer obbot)
Shokpo. Aher the Chinese lorce{ul
occupolion ol Tibet in 1959, Tulku

Delek returned to his {omily.

During lfie Iir* Tibelon govemment-
in-exile delegolion visit in I 970, Tulku

Tenzin Delek briefed one o{ the -

delegotes in detoil obout the -
deslruction ol monosteries perpetroted

by Chinese oulhorities in Tibet.
Soon q{terthe lOth Ponchen Lomo's

releose {rom Chinese custody in 1978,
I lL,r Tenzin Delek secretly sought on
oudience wilh lhe Pqnchen Lomo ol
Lobrong Toshi Kyil Monostery. He
expressed his concerns obout the
indiscriminole lorture in{licted on the
locol Tibetons by Chinese outhorities
ond sought inlervenlion o{the Ponchen

Lomo in securing ocquittol {or lhose
chorged with "block hors". He olso
stressed lhe need {or resloro'lion ond
renovotion of most o{ the destroyed
monosleries in Tibei, porticulorly in
Lithong.

ln I 982, Tulku Tenzin Delek soughl
on oudience wrth the Doloi Lomo in
Dhoromsolo ond thereo{ter stoyed in -
Drepung Toshi Gomong Monostery, \-
Soulh Indio, forsix yeors. ln I 983, the
Doloi Lomo recognised him os ihe
reincornolion o{ Ges he Adhom
Phuntsok ond nomed hrm os Tenzrn

Delek.

demolished in 2001. The Chinese
oulhorilies moinloined lhe suspicion
thot Khenpo might hove contocts wilh
the Doloi Lomo in bolh politicol ond
religious mollers, o{ter his mee'ting with

the Dqloi Lomo in Dhoromsolo in
I 990. The orrest o{ Tulku Tulku Tenzrn

Delek is the most recent cose. All these

three leoding religious {igures ore {rom

the some region o{ Korze County,

Sichuon Province.

este(
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* 
*r,-o Dokpo is o 27 -yeor-olrJ

monk o{ Towu Nyitso Monoslery
which is locoted in Sichuon
Province, Koze "TAP" (Tibet
Autonomous Prefecture).

Dokpo wenl to o locol primory
school ond studied for three yeors.
He then studied o yeor in County
Middle School. Till his odmission in
Towu Nyitso Monoslery in I 989,
Dokpo engoged himsel{ in field
works.

Dokpo stoyed {or one yeor in
Towu Nyilso Monostery ond fled to
lndio in 'l 990. He sioyed in lndio
for three yeors in South lndio. ln
1994, Dokpo once ogoin relurned
to his monoslery where he stoyed
until his orrest in 2000.

1 ln the summer o{ 2000, Nyimo
Dokpo posled pro-independence
posters of "Free Tibei" on the
doors o{ locol Chinese office, bonk
ond Memoriol Gorden in Towu

County district. The posters
corried slogons such os "Free
Tibet", "Tibelons in Tibet hove no
{reedom", "Tibei is not o port o{
Chino", ond wos signed ot lhe
end with his nome. Mony locol
Tibetons hod reportedly
wilnessed the incident.

The county PSB of{iciols who
siorted investigotion lhe very nexl
doy orrested ond deioined
onother Nyimo Dokpo from the
some monostery. The incident led
to the flight of Dokpo. While rhe
one under police cuslody wos
releosed ofter l5 doys' detention
when the officers reolised their
mistoke.

A police teom led by Yeshi, o
Tibeton police officer in Towu
Police Stotion, wos sel oul in
nobbing operotion of Nyimo
Dokpo. Finolly, the police
monoged to orrest Dokpo in Moy
2000 from o villoge neorby
Lhoso on hoving received
informotion obout his hideout.

On occounl oI lhe "exemplory
deed" thot Yeshi, the police
officer, did in the orrest of Nyimo
Dokpo, Chinese governmenl
gifted him o cor. A security post
wos set up within the vicinity of
Towu Monostery monned by
obout 'l 

5 stoff ond Yeshi wos put
in chorge of it.

Dokpo wos kept in o detention
centre in Towu Counly, ond
suf{ered severe beotings lo

extroct coniession obout his
olleged crimes.

The court iriol {or Dokpo wos
nol mode public {eoring
possible protesl by the mosses.
On 5 Oclober 2000, rhe
counly court possed senience
on Dokpo who wos given ten
yeors' imprisonment in Towu
Prison on chorges of
propogondo ond incilement
ogornst lhe mosses. lt wos only
in December 2000 thot his
{omily members ond relotives
were ollowed to deliver {ood
ond to meet him. His fomily ond
{riends were denied visitotion
rights for two months o{ter the
senlencing.

It is reported Dokpo wos so
severely beoten thot both his
legs were broken ond he could
nol even stond properly on his
own. ll is soid he required
support {rom his {ellow
prisoners to qo to bofhroom.
Nyimo Dokpo reported ly soid,
"lf lom releosed, lwill continue
to posle Free Tibet slogons till
Tibet gel {reedom".

Dokpo is physicolly described
os toll. He hoils from o forming
fomily ond he hos o brother
nomed Norbu in Goden Tilwu
Khonglsen in South lndio. O

Exile returnee earns 10 years for poster
pasting incident
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ln 1987, Tulku Tenzin Delek relumed

to his notive ploce in Tibet. Tulku Tenzin

Delek left {or Olhok Thong Kormor, lew

kms {rom Nyogchuko County lo corry on

with his plons to construcl monosleries.

BUt there the regionol officiols lded to holt

such oclivilies. He weni slroighlowoy lo
Beiiing ond secured o{ficiol permission

{rom the lole Ponchen Lomo who nomed

lhe new monoslery Khom Nolondo
Thekchen Jhongchub Choling.

Between I 991 ond 1995, Tulku Delek

monoged lo built seven monosleries ond

on old peoples home in Nyogchuko
County (Ch:Yoiiong Xion), Koze "TAP".

The seven monosleries ore JomYong

Chokor Ling, Delek Choling Nunnery
Golok Thegchen Nomgyol Ling, Tsochu

Goden Choeling, Golok Toshi Kyil, Deho

Monostery ond Tsegon Shedup Dhorgyol

Ling.

During the some period, Tulku Delek

met with Lithong counly o{ficiols io s'lop

offores'totion in Npgchu County when the

Forest Deporlment begon its work. Tulku

soid thot the forest belonged to the locol
people ond they should hove lhe sole

right to decide whot they wished to do
with their lond. Loter, he iiled o cose ol
lhe provinciol level court.

During the conlroversiol issue oJ lhe
I Oth Ponchen Lomo's reincomolion in

Moy I 995, Tulku boldly commented, "l

only recognise lhe reincornolion oI the

lOth Ponchen Lomo recognised by His

Holiness the Doloi ond no one else."

Once in the presence of county o{ficiols,

Tulku soid, "You people issue orders

colling for bon on the disploy of portroirs

o{ His Holiness the Doloi Lomo in
monosleries. For me, il does nol moke

ony difference. Disploying the bonned
piclures does nol deepen my devotion lo
His Holiness nor the o{liciol bon on lhe
portroits lessen myfoilh. His Holiness the

Doloi Lqmo is my very soul".
ln o speciol meeiing held by Koze

outhorities in 1997, Tulku Tenzin Delek

wos occused o{ six differenl chorges in o

documeni titled Angog Toshi. The chorges

included "endongering stole security'
ond illegol conslruclion o{ monosleries

under lhe bonner o{ religion. This

documentwos dislributed in I 8 different

counlies ond Tulku {oced Jongers of

imminenl orresl. Tulku took retreoi for
{ive months in o neorby hill. ln the

meonlime, locol Tibelons collecled
opproximotely 30,000 signotures ond

senl on oppeol letter to the provinciol

outhori+ies to coll off lhe orresl worronl.

The outhorities relented on ihe conJition

thol Tulku would hence{orth not indulge

in polilicol octivities.

Loter in 1997, Tulku built o school in

Geshe Lungpo Villoge in Nhyokchuko

Counfl which provided ossislonce lo
morethon 300 children of poor nomods

ond formers. All costs such os lood,
clolhing, teochers' solories were bome

by Tulku himseli. However, lhe locol

oulhorilies lermed lhe privote school

illego I ond {orcefully conducled
"polriolic educolion" sessions in lhe
school, eventuolly leoding to lhe closure

o{ lhe school. The old people's home
in Nyogchu Counly wos olso closed due

lo pressure lrom locol outhorities.
ln 2000, Tulku medioted o dispute

over ownenhip ol grosslond between

the regions o{ Lithong ond Molo, which

hod reportedly led to two deoths. The

Chinese outhorities occused Tulku ol his

inlerference in the mqtler ond were

oboul lo onesl him when Tulku once

ogoin weni inio relreol for o period o{

seven monlhs.

ln o letter left by Tulku, he sloied, "l
hove never commitled ony politicol

crimes. I received o phone collJrom the

Chinese outhoriiies soying thot I should

come lo lhe de'enfion cenlre olone os

lhey hove something to tell me. lf you

people could cleor my chorges through
legol procedures, I sholl come'oul".

For the second lime, opproximolely
20,000 locols signed ond oppeoled ro

the cenlrol oulhorilies oi Beiiing to
consider Tulku's cose. The cenlrol
oulhorities soid thot Tulku wos
hencelorth bonned from conduciing
ony religious octivities, ond his freedom
of movemenl wos rcstricled. He wos only
permitled to live o li{e of on ordinory
monk. lt is believed thot the Beiiing
govemmenl viewed Tulku Tenzin Delek

in lhe some lighl os Khenpo Jlgme
Phuntsok, chief obbot of Serthor
lnslitute; they ore "splillists' who
"endonger slole securily'. O

The Xlth Ponchen Lomo, Gedhun
Choekyi Nyimo observed his l3th
biahdoy on 25 ApnJ 2002, seven yeors

o{ter he ond his porents disoppeored.
On I 4 Moy 1 995, His Holiness the

Doloi Lomo recognised Gedhu n
Choekyi Nyimo os the reincornotion -
o{ the Xth Ponchen Lomo. The
Governmenl o{ lhe People's Repr-,blic

of Chino (PRC) declored lhe
onnouncement involid ond illegol. A
{ew doys lolerGedhun CHoekyi Nyimo

disoppeored. After o {ew monlhs, the

PRC government oppoinled ils own
Ponchen Lomo, o boy nomed Gyolhen
Norbu. ln Moy I 996, the PRC odmiited
'to holding Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo
"oi the request ol his porenls" {or "he
wos ot lhe risk o{ being kidnopped by

seporotisls ond his security hod been

threolened". lt is stronge thot the
Chinese outhorities would go to such

lengths to provide "securily" for
someone they considered just on
ordinory boy.

ln the yeors {ollowing this
onnouncemenl, lhe PRC ordered thot
only the Chinese-oppoinled Ponchen i
Lomo wos lo be recognised in Tibet,
while monks, nuns ond ordinory
Tibetons were ordered 'lo denounce
Gedhun Choe\i Nyimo. Reports from
refugees feeing Tibet, ond lrom weslem
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trovellers, ore thot pictures of fie Chinese-
oppointed hnchen Lomq ore disployed
prominently in lhe moin monosteries ond
tourist hotels ofTibet. On the other hond,
pictures o{ His Holiness the Doloi Lomo
ond Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo ore bonned
throughout Tibet.

Mony UN representolives ond
delegotions {rom governmenls hove
expressed concern over the Ponchen
Lomo's continued delention, ond colled
Ior he Chinese odhorilies lo ollow occess
to lhe boy by on independent {igure
occepioble lo the Chinese govemmenl
ond Tibetons io verifo his heolth ond living
conditions. However lhe PRC conlinues
lo deny ony oulside occess 1o the child
ond his porenh. ln October2000 o Brilish

delegotion wos lold by Chinese outhorilies
thot the boy wos well ond ottending
school. They soid lhot his porenls did not
wonl inlernofionol {igures ond lhe medio
intruding in'to his li{e. Two photogrophs
cloimed to be o{the Ponchen Lomo were
shown to the British delegotion showing
o boy of opproximolely the right oge.
However it wos impossible to determine
the boy's identi, or locotion, ond lhe
British officiols were not given lhe pholos
to toke with them.

lnAugust 2001 , o Polish Porliomentory
delegotion visiting Lhoso wos told in
response lo repeoted queslions thot
Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo wos heolthy; the
delegolion wos promised pholos o{ the
boy within six weeks bul never received
lhem. Jusi recen{y the Polish Govemment
received o lelterfrom the Chlriese embossy

in Worsow sloting thot Gedhun Choekyi
Nyimo ond his porents did not wonl their
peoceful life disturbed by strongers, ond
thot the Chinese governmenl "respecls
{reedom o{ choice for ils cilizens ond
hopes thot the Polish people would
underslond thot too."

ln Morch 2OO2, o government
delegotion Lom lhe Tibelon Aulonomous
Region (TAR) met wiih o Europeon
Porlioment delegotion ond once ogoin
soid thoi Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo did nor
wish lo be disturbed. The TAR delegotion
relused lo onswer quesiions oboul
photogrophs promised to the Polish
delegotion.

ln lhe light of o relusol lo provide

phologrophs which positively identily
Gedhun Choekyi Nyimo, or to ollow
independent occess to the boy ond his
fomily,lhe Tibelon people con only {eor
,tn worst. The Tibeton CenlrelorHumon
Rights ond Democrocy is oppolled ot
the Chinese govemmenl's continued
detention o{ o I 3-yeor-old boy. We once
ogoin coll on the PRC to ollow on
independent {igure to visit Gedhun
Choekyi Nyimo ond veri{y his heolth ond
living conditions.

The conlinued disoppeoronce oI lhe
second highest lomo in the Tibeton
hierorchy completely conlrod icts
Chino's cloim lo respecl religious
{reedom in Tibet. While we opploud the
concerns ofcounlries oround the world
regording lhe Ponchen Lomo, TCHRD
{oils to understond why lhis yeor no
counlry hod lhe couroge to toble o

resolulion ogoinst Chino's humon rights
record ol the UN Humon Rights
Commission. Wilhoul internqiionol
condemnolion, Chino will conlinue to
deloin importont religious ligures ond
deny religious {reedom in Tibel. O

Film lootoges
smuggled out of
Tiber

ln Morch 2002,lhe Tibeton Cenlre {or
Humon Rights ond Democrocy received

smuggled film footoges {rom Tibet
showing the destruction olone olTibel's
leoding religious centres, Sertho r
Buddhist lnstitute. The Centre mode o
lO-minute documenlory lo generole
oworeness oboul lhe ocluol siluolion
inside Tibel

Serlhor lnstitufe, olso known os Lorung

Gor, is locoled in Koze "Tibelon
Aulonomous Pre{eclure", Sichuo n

Province. Until lost yeor il wos Tibet's
lorgesl Buddhist lnslilule. Serthor's non-

seclorion ocodemic leochings by Khenpo
(obbot) Jigme Phuntsok otlrocted
Euddhist scholors {rom oll oround the

world, irrcluding students Irom moinlond

Chino, Toiwon, Hong Kong, ond Koreo.

It wos olso home 1o o lorge number o{
Tibelon monks, nuns ond loy-people.
Tofol populotion before the current
crockdown wos well over 8,000.

ln I999 Chinese Communisi Porty
"work leom" visited the lnstilule ond
ordered thot only I 400 residents were
permitted to study there. Firsl to be
expelled were studenls {rom orherfuron
countries. Then in June 2001 {ifty trucks

ond jeeps orrived o't the lnstitute ond,
under lhe proleclion of lhousonds o{
security o+ficiols who comped on the
outskirts q{ the lnstitute during the
demolition, beqon to destroy the
residentiol oreo.

The documentory shows Chinese
outhoritres overseeing rns 6qmal;1;a.
of buildings, while monks ond nuns
retrieve lheir possessions from the
wreckoge. lt olso contoins interviews

with two ex-residenls ofSerthor lnstitute

who ore now in exile. O{ porliculor
concern io {ormer residents of lhe
lnstitute is thot Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok

ond his niece, hersel{ o senior religious
inslruclor. ore being held
incommunicodo in Chengdu Another
moior concern described by o nun
interviewed in the documenlory is thot
hundreds of nuns in porliculor ore now
homeless.

ln lhe losl seven yeqrs, TCHRD hos

recorded the eviction o{ olmosi I9,000
monks ond nuns {rom religious
inslilulions ocross Tibel; the closure o{
24 religious inslitutions; ond lhe orresl

ol rhousonds of monks ond nuns who
ore ofien guilly of little more thon
expressing lheir opinion or re{using lo
denounce their spiri'tuol leoder, the
Doloi Lomo.

Youdon Au kolso n g, Senior
Progromme Ofiicer o{ TCHRD soid
"The docu me nto ry completely
conlrodicts Chino's cloim lo respect

religious {reedom in Tibe't. Chino moy

hove escoped condemnolion on therr

humon rights record ot the Humon
'Righls Comn, .:ion this yeor, but with
evidence suc;r o. this, the world con
no longer lurr, ^ l-rlind eye." <|

HUMAN RIGHT
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\ young Tibetan
assaulted ft-rr molt th s

An escopee from Tibet reported'to
TCHRD on conditions of ononymily, her
honowing experiences during escope

ocross lhe Himoloyon mounloins.
The in{ormont reported lo TCHRD:

I went to primory school whon I wos

cn yeoa old. Alter com pleling my prinory
educotion, I oftended o middle school in

Gyoltse County {orthree yeon. I did not
poss lhe exoms ond therefore, I hod lo
quit school. I stoyed ot home {or o yeor

ond wo*ed ol my ounl's reslouroni in
Lhoso.

ln Jonuory 2002, I mode plons with
my componion lo llee from Lhoso to
Drom. We hired o guide ond poid him
4,500 yuon eoch to help us ascope so{ely.

We reoched Drom withoul ony moior
problems ond sloyed there lor two doys.

Then, the guide honded us over lo o
Nepoli guide colled Sundro. So, olong
wilh onolher guide who wos escorling
three olher escopees including on elder
womon, we wolked olong the
mounloneous tenion. After wolking lor
severol doya, we mn od o{ food. The two
guides on the prelbxt of getting lood lor
us mn owoy. But, they sent lwo young

bop to help us. We equesied one of lhem
to go ond bring bock the guides. So, one
boy wenl in seorch of the guides while
the olher lhough not so lomilior with lhe
terroin, lrook us oheod {oro consideroble
distonce ond then he olso ron owoy. Wth
lhe boy olso gone, we lost our trock bul
onived ol Totoponi, the border town oI
Nepol. Therc, we mel o group o{ Nepoli
men ond they told us thol they would
guide us to Kolhmondu individuolly.

A Nepoli colled Motong iook me ond I

wos seporoted fiom my componions while
they went on lheir own. After possing

Toloponi, Molong took me lo his cousin
Sherpo Norbu's house where I wos kepi.

He osked me lo be his wife ond ogoinst
my will, he forced ond roped me. I wos

completely stronge to the ploce ond didn't
know o word ol Nepoli. I wos feeling
helpless ond I could nol run owoy.

I wos confined inside ihe room for lhe
whole doy, ond wos kept locked inside
forthe {ollowing two moni}ls ond I 5 doys.
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During lhottime, lwos repeoledll used

os his wife ogoinst my will.
There wos onolher sherpo colled

Tsering. I requesled him lo loke me lo
the Tibeton Reception Centre in
Kolhomondu. Without Motong's
knowledge, I escoped {rom his cousin'
house with lhe help of Sherpo Tsering. I

hid in Sherpo Tsering's house {or len

doys be{ore moking ii to Kofimondu.
There, I mel two Tibelons from Amdo
ond they gove me 2000 NC. I hod 400
yuon with me. I gove oll ihe money lo
Sherpo Tsering. Motong's wile ond
Sherpo Tsering look me to lhe Tibelon
Receplion Cenlre on 21 Morch2OO2.'

The in{ormont unden.renl o medicol
check-up ot the Tibeton Recepion Centre

in Nepol. Now she wonls io sludy ol o
Tibeton school.run by the Tibelon
governmenl-in-exile in lndio. a

Destruction of
old Lhasa

ln lote April 2002, reporls were
received {rom Tibel conceming eviclions

ond demolitions of buildings contoined
within o World Heritoge protected site

in Lhoso.

Reporrs indicote thot oround 24 or
25 Apnl 2002, demolitions begon on o
building on the southeosl comerwhere
Dekyi Shor Lom (Ch: Beiiing Dong Lu)

ond "Snow lond Street" meet.
Apporently, the Beiiing governmenl's
plons ore to demolish the eniire block
oround this building complex, including
on old residence colled Somding. The

oreo concemed is the block beside
(immediotely nodh o0 fte well-known
iourisl hotel "Snowlonds," including o

French reslourdnt opposite (eost of)the
Pentoc Hotel ond the Xiongbolo Hotel.
This block conloins some imporlonl old

orislocrol buildings, such os
Phunkhong ond Gonglho Metok ond
is one o{ lhe {ew remoining canlres o{
troditionol Tibeton buildings. The oreo
is opproximoiely three minules wolk
lrom Jokhong Squore, which is the
historic centre of Lhoso.

These demolitions ore iust port of
the Chinese outhorities' ongoing
desiruciion o{ Lhoso's troditionol
Tibelon chorocter. Mony troditionol
Tibeton-style b u ild ings hove
disoppeored due lo Chinese
Govemmenl's deierminolion lo tum
Lhoso into o "moderr/ Chinese-style
city.

Tenonts ol one o{ the buildings ore
reported to hove been evicled oround
24 April wilh only five doys' notice.
According fo reporls from lCl the
residenls hove been offered
occommodolion in the new buildings
replocing their old homes, but the rent

is expected 1o be much higher ond the
size o{ lhe oportmenls much smoller,

Becouse ofthis, mony of the Tibelons
who rented in this oreo will be lorced
lo move lo onolher porl of the city
where renls ore cheoper. Chinese
setllers who come lo Lhoso {or wo*
ond business opporlunitios ore more
likely to be oble to ofbd fie nary renls.

Orre ogoin, o "modemisotion" projecl
in Tibet will benef Chinese people
rotherthon Tibetons.

These eviclions ond demolilion
conlrovene numerous inlernotionol
lows. Among them is the right not to
ba lorcefullf eYicted which is on
importont principol to lhe righl to
odequote housing, conloined in the
lnlemolionol Covenont on Economic,
Sociol ond Culturol Rights. The
deslruction o{ culturolly signilicont
buildings olso breoches the proteclion
gronted by lhe UNESCO (Uniled
Nolions Educolionol, Scienti{ic ond
Cuhurol Orgonisotion) World Hentoge
slolus.

TCHRD ioined NGOs from oround
the world in colling on lhe United
Nolions lo invesligcte the demolitions
ond eviclions ond order Chinese
govemment oulhorities to comply with
inlernolionol low. t)

escapee sexualh
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The Tibeton Centre o{ Humon Rights

ond Democrocy (TCHRD) held o press

conlerence ol Foreign Correspondenl's
Club in New Delhi on l8 Apnl 2002.

Al the press conference, TCHRD
screened for lhe firsl time o lO-minute
documenlory showing lhe mossive
deskuction ol Serthor Buddhist lnstilute
in Sichuon Provlnce in Tibet. The
documentory wos modefrom film {ootoge
smuggled oul from Tibet by ex-residents

of the lnstitute.

fu mony os 50 press correspondenls
{rom foreign, nolionol ond Tibeton news

ogency encompossing prinl, rodio ond
lelevision come to o pocked holl lo cover
the event. There were olso officiols lrom
vorious embossies.

Two former residents of Serthor lrstitute,
Khenpo Tenkyong ond Poldrup, were
presenl ot th6 press conference lo {ield
queslions {rom lhe iournolisls. Ms.

Youdon Aukolsong. Senior Progromme

Olficer, ond Ma. Nozin Dolmo, English

Reseorcher, ocled os interprelers.The

evenl received wide medio coveroge in

lhe {ollowing doys. r)

On 25 April 2002, Tibeton Centre for

Humon Rights ond DemocrocY held

octivities lo mork the I 3th birthdoy oi
Gendhun Choekyi Nyimo, the Xlrh
Ponchen Lomo, who hos been missing
since Moy 1995. TCHRD sent urgent
oppeols to Ms. Mory Robinson, the
United Notions High Commissioner {or
Humon Righh, ond otherUni.ted Notions
bodies such os lhe Commiltee on the
Rights of Child, ond Wo*ing Group on
En{orced or lnvolunlory Disoppeoronce
prior to his birthdoy. The oppeols urge
the UN to increose pressure on Chino
lo ollow on independent {igure io meet
lhe child ond see tlrol he is well.

Amid heovy roin ond windy weolher,
on in{ormotion slollwns held otthe bus-

stond in Mcleod Goni, ottrocting moiry

Tibetons ond lourists olike. The Cenlre
disseminoted reports ond booklels free

of cosl qnd onswered queries
concerning humon rights in Tibel.
Hundreds of signotures were collected
{or o pelilion urging lhe releose o{
Gendhun Choekyi Nyimo ond messoge

chorts {orlhe obducted child were olso
disployed.

Meonwhile in lhe community holl, on
exhibition ol piciures by Tibeton
schoolchildren ond quilf moking proiect

ottrocled some brove souls who dored
risk lhe roin ond wind. The pictures

deprict siudent's understonding of humon

righh ond lheir perspeclive on humon

righh situotion inside Tibet.

Other Tibelo n orgonisotions, including

ihe Nolionol Democrotic Porty lor Tibel,

ihe Regionol Tibelon Women's
Associotion, the Regionol Tibelon Youlh

Congress, ond Studenh lor o Frea Tibet

held proyea throughout the doyforthe
lX Ponchen Lomo. A condlelight
procesion in lhe evening then ended

ol llla nnin Temple, where speeches ond

proyBls were conducted .

Finolln TCHRD screened lwo
documenlories, "Tibet's Stolen Child'

ond "Desiruction o{ Serthor lnstitute".
ll wos o premiere screening o{ the
"Deslruclion of Serthor lnstituie" in
Dhoromsolo, ond {or mony o{ the
monks ond nuns who viewed the
documentory it wos cleorly shocking
lo sea lhe Chinese oulhorities
deshoying homes ol fieirfellow monks
ond nuns in Tibet. O

The Tibeton Centre {or Humon Rights

ond Democrocy successlully concluded
its first round o{ educolionol tolk series

rn Upper ond Lower TCV schools in
Morch ond April 2002. The stoff
members moinly deoli with humon
rights concepts, democrolic principles,

United Notions ond its vorious
mechonisms, Tibeton democrocy ond
humon righfs situotion inside Tibet.

Ms. Youdon Aukotsong, Senior
Progromme O{{icer; Mrs Nozin
Dolmo, English Reseorcher; Mr. Ugyen

Tsewong, ln{ormotion O{licer, ond Mr.

Tenzin Norgoy, Field Officer, took o
'tololol l5 closses in Upper TCr'School
ohd 20 closses in Lower TCV School
wilhin o period o{{ourdoys. The closses

ronged from Vll to IX.

The oworeness level of the sludents

concerning Tibelon issue in porticulor
ond humon rights ond democrocy in

generol wos very impressive. They

roised mony pertinent queslions on lh9

subiect ond octively porticipoted in lhe

role-ploys. O

(
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Man sentenced to fifteen Years for
actlvlsm

According trc relioble informolion from

Tibet, Dowo Tsering Fom Khog Township,

Mo*hom County hos been senlenced lo
'15 yeon in Dropchi Prison.

Eorly in his childhood he oltended

school where he did lroditionol Tibeton

sfudies. Afi,er some yeors he ioined o co-

operolive ond wo*ed os o driver. He wos

opporently populor omong locol people,

known os on honesl, sincere ond polriolic

mon.

compokioh ond storted to give polilicol

educoliqr lo Tibelcns. Fle tolked b peoPlo

oboutlhe freedom ofTibetond ik history.

ln the nighh he posled freedom posters

on the wolls o{Chinese offices ond olong

ihe route of the l-hoso circlmombulolion.
After two yeors he relurned lo his

homelown when he come lo know lhot

the Chinese flori lcorresthim on suspicion

of involvemeot in politicol octivilies.

Even qt his hometown, Dowo tolked to

young people obou he freedom ofTibei
ond imporled messoges of lhe Doloi

Lomo. Chinese intelligence offfcers knew

o{ his oclivilies ond inlenogofed his fomily

ond mony olherfomilies in Khog Township

obout Dowq's oclivilies. Dowo once ogoin

wenllo lhqso ond conlinued his oclivilies

lhere.

ln lhe evenings when Dowo lislened lo
the Chinese Rqdio broodcostservice ond

heord Tibelons refened os lhe DoloiClique

ond Reoclionories', he smoshed lhe rodio
set in onger.

ln I 996 Douo Tsering wos orresbd wilh

o friend. They were severely beoten ond

tcdured during inlerrogolions. Once v,hen

his friend soid, 'Iwill toke the whole of

lhe chorges on my heod, you go oulside

ond conlinue with lhe freedom shuggle.'

Dowo replied, 'You connol toke my

chorges, I hove socri[iced my lomily ond

everylhing to ofier my self {or the freedom

of Tibet. Since you ore young ond lhe

Chinese ore unqwore ofyour octivilies, I

will toke your chorges on my heod.' He

took lhe whole chorges levied ogoinslthe
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group.
When his court hoil begon, Dowo

occepted every chorge ond even spoke

ofsecrel ononymous letlers senl lo Jiong

Zemin, Presidentof Chino. When osked

whelher he wos behind o bomb-blosl of
lhe gole of the govemmenl of lhe "TAR"

heodquorters, he replied,'yes'. Finolly he

wos senlenced to {ifleen yeors'
imprisonmenl ond token to DroPchi
Prison.

ln Dropchi, ihe Chinese officiols told

Dowo, 'Don't be so obsurd, iust obuse

lhe Doloi Lomo ond your senlence mighl

be lightened.' ln onger Dowo spol on lhe

officer's foce, 'Even if you kill me righl
now, I hove only words o{ proise lo offer

to His Holiness the Doloi Lomo ond I will

never obuse him.' An old friend come to

him ond soid lhqt he shouldn'i be so hol

heoded, ond thothe should opprooch lhe

Chinese in o belter woy {or the benefilo{
his fomily members. Dowo soid, ' lhove
given myself for the freedom of Tibet, I

don't worry obout my fomily.'
When Dowo's elder son ond doughler

come to visil him in Lhosq, the Chinese

prison officiols would not ollow them to

meet lheir folher. Al home Dowo's molher

hod gone blind ond his wife, Rinchen

Lhomo, developed skess-reloied heorl
diseose. She sought medicolion in her

hornetown bulevenfuolly hod to come to

Uroso in seorth of beller medicolion. She

olso hoped l,o see her husbond. ln Lhoso

$e doclorc diognosed her diseose os

incuroble. Her request lor o visit of her

ln 1990 Dowo Tsering drove some

pilqrims lo [}roso for pilgrimoge ln [-hoso

he sowTibetons suffering o lotofhordship

under lhe Chinese. He listened lo loreign

Tibeton longuoge rodio broodcosl
services qnd heord speeches o{ihe Doloi

{ Lomo ond the Tibelon communily in exile

He reolised lhe need to do something for

the Tibeton people. After driving the

pilgrims bock to lheir home, he left his

job ond his {omily to ioin the lreedom

shuggle. ln Lhoso he ioined some olher

\



3thusbond in prison wos olso reiecled.
A monlh qnd holfollerthis, o friend of

Dowo who held q visit poss wos on his
woy lo lhe prison to deliver food. Dqwo,s
doughler ron io him oying ond osked him
tro ioke herolong. He tnld the gid lo retum
horne qs she $,en'l be ollolved to go inside
ond moreover it wos roining heovily lhol
nighl. ln onger, she ron lo lh'e fronl-door
ground of Dropchi ond cried loudly
osking lor o visil. She rolled on lhe roin-
puddled ground ond conlinued lo cry
when one Tibehn stoff come oul lo her
ond enquired why she wos crying.

After heoring the girl's story four
officiols escorled Dowo lo his wife,s ploce
for o shorl meeling. They did nol speok
much, mostly slored ol eoch olher. After
o while, Dowo lold his wife, "Don,t be
sod. I hove given up my life for lhe noble
couse of Tibet's independence. Proy lo
lfie oll knowing Doloi lomq for merih in
lhis ond the nextlife. I hove only one lhing
lo soy lo my parenh, children, wife ond
oll olher neor ond deor ones lhol I qm
commitled lo lhe noble couse of Tibet,s
freedom. The Red-Chinese lorlured me
lhroughoulond ordered me lo denounce
His Holiness lhe Doloi Lqmo. Buleven ol
such o tesling lime when I die o hundred
deolhs, I still shouted, 'Tibet is q free .

counlry'ond 'Long live His Holiness the
Dqloi Lqmo.' I hove not tumed bock on
my loyolty. I hope thot oll o{ you will proy
for me to slqnd lhis uhimqte tesl o[ life."
Dowo's wife possed owoy o few doys ofier
Dowo's visit.

He wqs token bock lo fie prison ofter
lhe meeling. Dowo remoins in Dropchi
Prison, nol due for releose unfil 201 L

On 3l Moy 2002 the Tibeton Cenhe
{or Humon Rights ond Democrocy

ICHRD) wos denied occreditofion tro lhe
World Summil on Susto inoble
Developmeot (WSSD) ot the 4fi kepCom
meeling in Boli, lndonesio.

Chinq once ogoin used o no-qclion
molion lo block discussion on
qccreditolion. 90 counkies voted for
Chino's no.oclion molion, 37 counhies
ogoinsl ond l0 counhies obsloined.
lniereslingly. oboul 50 counlries were
obsenl ol lhe fime ofvoling. Pokisbn ond
Cubo spoke in fqvour of Chino's no-
oclion molion, while the USA ond Spoin
(on beholfofthe EU) defended TCHRD.

Chino's obiection to TCHRD,s
opplicolion wos oullined in o letter
oddressed io the Secrelory Generol Kofi
Annon doted 14 Moy2O02. Ihe Chinese
Permonenl Representolive lo lhe UN
olleged in this lefier thol memberc of
TCHRD wera "seporolisls' ond lhol'we
volue ond supporl... porlici pcrlion of lfiose
NGOs which hove mqde posilive ond
concrele conlribulions in close
cooperolion wilh Chino...'

Under ECOSOC Rules, NGOs hove
o right to respond lo obieclions lo
occredilolion . fierefo re ot 23 May 2@2
TCHRD qddressed o letter to the Seoebry
Generol Kofi Annon in response lo
Chino's ollegolions. The le er wos sent
lo the Mojor Groups Progrom
Coordinotor of the WSSD Secretodot wittr
q request to forwqrd il lo PrepCom
members. However il oppeors from lhe
press releose by lhe Uniled Nolions doled
3l Moy 2002, thotwhile the Preporotory
Commitee considered Chino's letter, ildid
nol consider TCHRD's lelter.

A jointstolemenl wos issued by severol
NGOs ottending the Boli PrepCom
supported TCHRD's occredilotion_ The
stotemenl sqid "Chino's obiection to
TCHRD's porticipotion is not bosed on
the merih bul rother is o refleclion o[
polilicol onimosilybwords o humon rights
orgonisolion. Exclusion ol on olherwise-
quolified NGO on the bosis of politics
would denigrote the spirit ond objectives
of the World Summii." Among the
signolories lo lhis siolemenl were Green
Peoce (lnlernolionol ond Soulh A{rico);
Eorlh Juslice (USA); Centre for
lnlernolionol E n viron menl Lqw
(Woshington DC); NGOs ot lhe

lndonesion Peoples Forum; lnlemolianol
lnslifule for Susloinoble Future Associolion
of World Citizens; ond the Eorth lslond
lnslituie.

Chinq hos olreody used no-oclion
molions to block occreditotion to the
WSSD for two ofher NGOs, the
lnlemolionol Compoign for Tibet ond ihe
TibelJusfice Cenhe.

Tse'aong [-hodon, lhe Execr.rlire Direcror
of TCHRD soid, ?ll we ore osking for is
lhe right to porticipote in o conference.
Chino is so desperole lo slop ony crilicol
discussion o{ Tibet in lhe inlernqlionol
oreno lhot il stoops lo procedurol meons
lo stiffe debole. Supporling o no-oclion
molion undermines lhe bosic principles
o{ democrocy ond freedom of
expression. "

"TCHRD would like to thonk ollthose
counhies who voled lo support our
qccrediiolion. We ore olso heorlened to
see lhol mony inlemolionol NGOs olso
lenl lheir support,' Tsewong lhodon
qdded.

TCHRD is on independent humon nghh
NGO bosed in Dhoromsolo, lndio.
lnformolion gothered from first hond
inlerviews of recently-orrived Tibebn
refugees is lronsloled inlo English ond
disseminoted through reporh. TCHRD
olso publishes $e Universol Declorolion
of Humon Rights ond other UN
Convenlions in Tibelon longuoge.

TCHRD delegate Norzin Dotna.t B.lt.
lndonrBl.
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Release of village head overdue

35
This is a regular section profiling current political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet

Pemo Phuntsok is opproximotely
39 yeon old. Pemo hod received

no formol educotion being from o
semi-nomodic bockground. Pemo

is originolly from Mong So Ngo
Villoge in Koze County, Sichuon
Province. He worked on lhe lorm
wilh his porents unlil the Chinese
Commune system wos inirod uced.
Pemo then worked for ihree yeors

herding onimol {or the commune
ihen did forming ogoin. When the

commune system wos obolished

ond the lond redistribuied. Pemo

wos no longer interested in

forming. ln sleod, he deolt with

soles of medicinol plonls ond

become o businessmon in this

field. His deolings were wilh other

bigger businessmon or Tibelon

hospitols.
A {ew yeon lotel he wos elecied

os the heod of the Mong So Ngo

Villoge. He wos kno*n for being o

qriei bui trustwodhY Person' While

he wos the heod he wos very

efficient ond did his villogemen o

loi ol good. He orgonised for his

villoge folks io gei forming
eouioment sonclioned bY higher

county heods. While he wos the

heod, he olso orgonised monY

religious qcltvities ond took core o{

lhe expenses. On severol

o..o.ion, he inviled Geshe Sonom

Phuntsok io groce lhe occosion

" ond leod the ProYer services'

On 25 October 'l999 when

news of Geshe Sonom Phuntsok's

orrest sPreod ocross Korze CountY'

opproximolely 3,000 peoceful
protestors golhered ond
demonslroled in front of
Rongbohong sub-dislrict office,
demonding Geshe's immediole
ond uncondiiionol releose. Pemo

Phuntsok led the people shouting,
"Chino cloims of religious freedom
ond orresl of Geshe codrodicts
thot. Geshe hos not done onything
politicol so you hove no reoson to
onest him." The people held
hostoge l5 [igh-ronking officiols
including the Heod ond Deputy

Heod of Koze County ond some

policemen. Despite threots o{ dire

ccnsequences ond deoih PenoltY,
the public sbod undaterred ond

demonded the outhoriiies lo
produce Gesha before lhem.

At lost, lhe outhorilies relented

ond broughl Geshe bock from

Korze Detenlion Centre ol obout

l0 p.m. Ove4oyed, lhe crowds

whistled ond wePl when Geshe,

hondcuffed ond heovilY guorded,

finolly onived ol lhe demonstrolion

spot. Geshe then odvised the

public to disPerse. TheY loter

releosed the Chinese officiols but

held the l0 policemen.
By 9 o.m. the next doY, over

10,b00 people frorn two different

counties ond 10 odioining sub-

districls gother€d in front of 
'heCourt where Geshe wos brought

for o closed triol. TheY storted

shouling slogdns of Geshe's

innocence. Abour 600 PSB ond

PAP officers lhrew teorgos shells

ond fired indiscriminotely to quelt
the mob, br.rl luckily no one
sustoined serious iniury ot thot
lime. However, policemen beot lhe
demonstrslorc with sticks, electric
botons, ond rifle buth cousing
iniuries lo hundreds o{ people.
Twenty people were hospitolised
ond neorly I 00 people were
detoined in Koze Delention Cenlre
lhe some doy.

The entire incident wos being
filmed. Pemo wos prominenlly
coplured in the film shouting ond
demonding on explonotion from
the Chinese outhorities. On 3l
October 1999. Pemo wos

opprehended ond immediotely
token lo Korze Detention Centre.

Puring his '15 doys' detention
there, he suffered severe lorlure
ond bbolings olong with the rest of
the detoinees. Some of ihe
methods of torture included
pouring hot woter from o thermos

on to his bore bock, Pinching ond

loceroling his bodY with Plien, ond

forcibly plocing his hqnds ond

olher ports of bodY on electric

heoterc. ln mid November 1999

Pemo wos sentenced to two ond

holf veon in MenYong Prison'

Some detoinees were releosed

ofter being deloined for one to

seven months ond PoYing fines

ronging lrom 500 to 5000 Yuon'
P"-1 should hove been releosed

bv 3l April 2002. But to dote we

hove no in{ormotion confirming his

releose.
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Fourth time luclry for escapee
Toshi,30, wos born in Rishoekho

Villoge,Tewo County, Konlho'TAP',
Gonsu Province. At the oge of 23 he
become o monk ond served Lomq Horho
{or seven yeorc os o personol otendonl.
ln mid- I 995, Toshi wenl 1o Lhoso on o
pilgrimoge.

Toshi reported to lhe TCHRD, "On
complelion ollhe icur; I oltempled lo cross

lhe borderlhree limes bul wos coughlon
oll the ottemph. We were oround 30
people, oll skonger lo one qnolher bul
oll hoving o common gool; lo escope lo
lhe lond of freedorn. Unbrlunobly we l,,erc
cought ot Shigolse ond deloined for o doy
lhere. We were direcled lo refum lo our
notive ploces following releosg from
delenfion."

For lhe second lime, Toshistruck o deol
wilh o guide in Lhoso to loke him to lndio.
He soid, "There were oround 40 people.
The guide took us in q lruck covered wilh
o ploslic sheel. We were unlucky ogoin.
At o check post we 'arere coughl by o group
of30-40 ormed police. They detoined us

in o bosemenlfor lhree doys." Toshiwos
bent on fleeing to lndio ond for lhe third
lime gove the thought o |ry. During his
third otbmpt, lhere rvere I 6 olher escopees
in lhe group. They were opprooching lhe
Nepolese border when ill-luck slruck lhem
ogoin. Toshi told TCHRD, "We were oll
lqken b o deienlion cenlre where we were
detcined for 26 doys. During ou r delenlion
we were mode lo flolten o big ground. I

suppose i/s o footboll ground.,, ln oll lhe
lhree ottempts he wos robbed of his
belongings ond the money lhot he hod
ononged for his escope.

Toshi testiffed, "ln tolol, lwos robbed
of 50,000 yuon. The first lhing thot o
Chinese police would do is to seorch your
body ond luggoge for ony cosh or olher
voluobles. They kn ow lhot escopees come
wilh money ond lhe ffdone lo loy honds
on ,he cosh con clqim il lo be his. Only
on my fourlh otempt, I monoged lo reoch
lndio. I gol odmission intoTibeton Tronsil
School, Dhoromsolo. The yeor wos I g95.
During my lwo-monfi sloy ollhe school,
lfell illfiequenfly, os I om not used to lhe
hol climqlic condition in lndio., Around

Morch 1995, Toshi decided lo retum to
Tibet.

On my relurn to Tibel, I gofiered
oround 32 booklets deoling wilh politicol
lhemes, five oudio cosselles corloining
speeches of the Doloi Lomq ond lhree
documentory video cosseltes conloining
foologes on lhe invqsion ofTibelwhich
qre oll deemed politicol. At the Tibet-
Nepol border, o friend coulioned me lhqt
I might be orreited for possessing lhese
items. I befriended o Khompo (li6elon
from Khom Province) koder ond requested
him io corry the lhings. The troderwos o
regulorlroveller ol lhe border ond unlikely
to be checked.

I kepl o smoll pock o{ Moni Rilbu
(blessed pills of the Doloi Lomo), o smoll
porlroit of lhe Doloi Lomo ond one booklel
contoining politicol lhemes. During the
security check ol the border, I wos
oppreheirded for possessing lhe ilems. I

wos immediotely token b Nyori Delenfion
Cenhe, Shigohe, 'TAR'. The prisoners
there hod to do hord lobour.

One moming, I sow o Tibelon prison
officer severely beoting o monk in lhe
prison premises. I pleoded the officer to
refroin from such unholy ocl. Olher
officers ioined lhe commolion ond beol
me os well. The prison officiols were
porticulorly very horsh qnd rude lo lhe
monk ond nun prisoners os lhey ore mosl
oclive in lhe Tibelon Freedom skuggle.
Prison o{fciols hold grudge ogoinsllhem
ond ore seporoled from olher prisonen.
On being imprisoned ihe prison offciols
brush fieir fingers on o prisoner,s hoirlo
check the lengA of hoir ond occordingly
decide whether he or she is o from o
monoslic communily or nol. The monks
ore mode b deon loileh, which is o tolol
disregord of Buddhist monks os lhey qre
held ln fie highest esteem in the Tibelqn
hqdilion. ln order lo evode oddilionol
beofings the monk inmoles resort lo
leoding o loymon's li{e. ltcok to smoking
ond growing my hoir in order lo ovoid
orousing suspicion o{ my identity.

I wos deloined lor q lotol period o{ six
months in lhe prison..After my releose, I
begon to leod o loy mon,s life, qs I wos

7(

unoble to moinloin my monoslic vows
while in prison. I olso melwrthlhe Khonpo
troder to pick up my things.

ln Lhoso, during o cosuol slroll in lhe
mo*el, o young policemon drogged me
lo o corner ond begon beoling. I wos
puzzled by the whole evenl ond
queslioned lhe policemen. The police gol
hold of $e embroidered bodge on my
sweoler ond osked why lwos weoring iL l
hod unknowingly put on lhe school
uniform sweoier lhql conied lhe nome of
my old sdrod in lndio. ASer repeoted pleo
of innocence, lhe policemon lel me go
but cul lhe bodge ond relurned the
sweol€r.

Fom Lhoso lwenl shoighllo my notive
ploce in Amdo. I begon distributing lhe
bookleh ond the moteriols thot I brought
from lndio.

Once, I wenl fo o rich lroder's house
ond gove him some of the booklels qnd
o smoll pocketol rToa i Rilbu.Thetode(
refused the present ond lold me nol to
come ogoin to his house os it might put
him in houble.

On the night of 28th doy of the sevenlh
month flibeton colendor) 1991, I wos
wolking when oboul 6- 7 mosked men
come in two cors ond sfopped righl in
fronl of me. Without uflering o word they
begon to beot me. I wos blindfolded ond
driven lo o dork room ond the beolings
conlinued. The mosked men inlenogoted
me conceming the whereobouh of lhe rest
of lhe moleriols ond lhe person who gove
il fo me. I replied thql I bought the
cossetles from q morket in Xining cily ond
lhe rest were hidden in o neorby lield. As
perlheirorder; lshowed them fie locqtion
where lhid o Tibeton notionol flog ond
lied tho he resl were missinq.

Soon ofler, Iwos loken boc* tc my ploce
ol delention ond kept in o do* solitory
confinement cell. I wos severely tortured
there. My honds were tied lo o rope from
lhe ceiling ond the room wos pilch dork, _
so much so lhol I could nol even .." -y f'
own body. They hit me oll over my body
with the rifle butt ond lbecome
unconscious. I complelely losl hock of
lime. However, lhe beolings conlinued for
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monlhs unlil one doy, lhey blindfolded me

ogoin ond iook me in o cor. Afler severol

hours drive, I wqs loken oul ond lheY

unfolded my eyes. They gqve me q poper

wifi Ch inese lexls ond ordered me lo refum

fo my home. When I reqched the oulskirh

of my villoge, I discovered lhol il wos iust
ofler 1998 Tibelon newyeor.

I wenl bock lo my home ond sloYed in

the villoge trying lo get bock to o rouline

life. lmorried ond hod o child.

ln 1999, some policemen come to mY

house ond hqrrossed me soying lhol I

should pleod guilty{or hoving engoged in

polilicol octivities. They olso soid thol if I

foil to pleod guilty, lwill be given lhree

yeors re-educotion ond foce further
beolings. They lefi wilh this woming nole

I immediolely borrowed 28,000 Yuon

from o reloiive ond le{t lhol some ofiemoon

with my wife ond boby to flee to lndio.

At the Nepol check-post, some robbers

robbed oll my belongings ond my wife's

iewellery l-hey even robbed me of mY

leother cool ond blonkels.
Aher much slruggle, on 3 Jonuory2000,

we reoched lhe Tibelon Receplion Cenlre,

Dhoromsolo."

Obituary
formet p
prisoner

olitical

According to relioble informoiion
received {rom Tibel, ex-polilicol prisoner

Thupten Nomdrol Possed owoY in his

home in Lhoso on lhe morning of l7 Moy

2002. Thupten Nomdrol hod spenl over

27 yeors in prison being releosed in 1995'

He wos 7l yeors old when he died'

Thuplen wos born in GYotso CountY,

Lhoio,'TibetAutonomous Region' During

his childhood he loined DhogPo-

Shedrupling Monoslery. Loter he become

ihe coretqker o{ ihe monostery' ln I 959,

the Resislonce lighters ' Chu-Shi-Gang'

DruP (for-tr rivers six ronges) ond lhe

-onorl"ry collqboroled lo resist lhe

Chinese invosion ond destruction o{

Buddhlsm. Thupten become on oclive

member of lhe group.r{le wos onesled
on lhe drorge of 'Counler-revolulionory'
oclivilies ond senlenced to 20 yeorc in

Dropchi Prison. ln 'l 964, he wos
konsfened lo Powo Trqmo Prison locoled

in Nyinlri [ib: Kongpo) Prefecture. ln

I 980, he wos releosed on complelion of
his prison term.)

Thupten retumed to his old monoslery

but loter moved to Goden Monostery ond

lhen to Tsuklokhong. ln 1986 when lhe

Lhoso Religious Bureou honded the

chorge ol Droklho -Luguk temPle to

Tsuklokhong, Thupten wos senl lo
DroHho-bguk temple lo be ils cqreloker.

There, olang wiih some ciher compolrioh,

he conlinued to work for the couse of

Tibet. During lhe some yeor he visiled

lndio l,o meel his relolives.

On his refurn, Thuplen conlinued his

:clivism ond in 1987, he ond TenPo

Phulchung, sent documenh oul ol Tibet

through tourish. The documenh delqil the

life history of the polilicol prisoners who

hod died during the lwo moss protesi of

27 Sepbmbr 1987 ond I October 1987.

Thupten ond Choeze Metok (deceosed)

wrole posters conloining informolion of

Tibet's independence occording to
internolionol low, ond thonking
porliciponts of the two moss

demonstolions. lnlormolion of $e oubide

world wos gleoned through the Tibetons

visiting lheir relolives in lndio.

ln 1987 lhe PSB roided ThuPlen's

house qnd discovered qnony pomphlets

ond printing bl".kt.]6n' t 6 December

\!pL, he wos onegled on chorges of

distributin g'Counler'revolulionory
Propogondo'. He wos delqined in Lhoso

Municipolity bronch police slolion for

invesligolion for o yeor, lhen in 1989 he

wos lronsbned in Tibet's no 4 prison . Loler

o."por[r" priron ,oom *o. .ode uoconi

lo occomodole ThuPten, Ten Po

Phulchung, Choezed Melok ond l"ro oiher

Chinese prisonen.

On 9 Moy 1989, Lhoso CitY

lnbrmediqb People's Court descdbed lhe

oclivilies ol Thupten Nomdrol ond Tenpo

Phulchung cls grove "counter-
revolulionory" propogondo oclivity'

Thuplen wos senfenced lo nine yeors'

imprisonment ond $ree yeors deprivolion

of pditicolrighls, qnd Tenpo Phulchung

wos senlenced to seven yeors
impdsonment ond two yeorc deprivolion

of politicol righh- Bolh of lhem were

senl l,o Dropchi Prison, Unit 4, group

no 6lo reform lhrough lobour. Thuplen

fell ill in lhe pdson but lhe prison offfciols

confinued lo force him lo perform hord
lobour.

ln Mqrdr I 995, ofter repeobd oppeols

ond pressure from lhe inlernotionol
communifi Thupten ond lhree of lhe

prisonerc were releosed from Dropchi

Prison. Afler releose Thuplen wos ploced

under virtuol house qrrest wilh police

doing rornds ofhis house ond reslricling

his movemenh. His heolfi conlinued
todeteriorote unlil his detoh on I 7 Moy
2W).

ln recenl yeors mony ex-Polilicol
prisoners hqve died following their

releose from illnesses lhey reporl to hove

conkocled while in prison. The Chinese

govemmenl sysiemolicolly ieopordises o

polilicol prisoner's life. Even qfler their

releose lhe Govemment ensures lhot
lhey don'l leod o normol li{e. They ore

repeotedly subieced b inves,ligotion, lheir

movemenls monilored ond their rights

depdved.
According'lo relioble inlormqlion

received, qn inlemql nolice hos been

issued to lhe Tibetqn stoff ond codres

sloling lhot during the holy month of

Sqko Dowq (Bu dd h o's birth,
enlighlenmenl ond Porinirvono), lhe

Tibelon slofl ond codres ore prohibiled

{rom doing circumombulotion, offerin g

proyers ond butter-lomp lighting. The

nolice hos olso colled for the expulsion

oflhe concemed sloffwho infringes lhe

rule.
Since 2002 being fie yeor o{ lhe 'ao}er-

horse occording lo lhe Tibelon lunor

colendor, mony pilgrims opply for lhe

officiol pilgrimoge permit poss to go lo

. Mount'Koilosh. The Tibeton stoff ond

codres opplying lorlhe permit poss ore

specificolly oblected ond worned wilh

fufure ieopordY in their coreer.

The prohibition is seen os lhe

Government's dislrust in their Tibeton

stoff qnd codres. The Tibetqn stoff ore

totolly dissolisfied with the prohibilion

impoed on lhem

Lof
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Tenzin is on l8-yeor-old studenlfrom
Chenduo iownship, Jyekundo County. He
onived in Nepol on I Apnl2002.

Tenzin hoils from o foming fomily with
firre members. Tenln ottended Chengdu
Tcrnship midde school which hos qround
200 studenh, oll Tibetons. Tanzin hos to
poy Yuon 280 per semesler. The studenb
ore highly discouroged from oliending
ony religiors fundions orvisifing lamples.
They ore olso boned from disploying
imoges of lhe Doloi Lomo.

ln 1999, o politicol incident occurred
while he wos in the higher middle sdrool
in Chendou Township. ln eocfi dossroorn
otlhe school,lhere is o lelevision. One
doy in Moy I 999, news obou he Doloi
Lomq wos broodcosl on lhe Chinese

'rolionol chqnnel qhhough there wos no
picture of lhe Doloi Lomo. Tenzin soys,
rh wos reporled ftotwho he Doloi lomo
wos doing wos nolforTibetor ih people;
thot he is only wo*ing for his vesled
personol inieresl in lhe nqme ofTibel ond
Tibetons; lhotlhe Doloi Lomo is shongly
determined for his spli isl oclivilies."

This news iiem evoked o skong tbocloo
from the studenb. Tenzin soid, "We cngued
wilh our Chinese polilics leocher, nomed
Xioo Su, reosoning thot lhe Dolqi Lomo
hos o point in roising the struggle oflhe
Tibeton people who should be gronted
genuine oulonomy. Hong Koog hod li'€d
under the British rule for 200 yeors, ond
then il wos fumed boc* to Chino, so wos
Mocou. We used lhese lwo exomples io
emphosise lhe point thqt $e Tibeton
people hove o righ o live seporolely from
the conlrol o{Chinese. Bullhe Chinese
treocher r,os slill odomont She osked uAqt
hos fie Doloi Lomo dooe forfie Tibelon
people's welfore? She believed thqt$e
Tibelon people hove educolion, dothing
ond shelter, oll becouse of lhe greol groce
of lhe govemmenl of People's Republic
of Chino. Xioo Su odvised us nol lo be
misled by the 'Doloi diques'-

"This remo* drew fudher reoclion from
lhe mojorily of sfudents in our closs, ond
there wos heqbd exchonge belween lhe
leocher ond sfudeob. The teochercould

not conlrol us, gnd wilhin o momen he
clossroom tumed inic ctoos with hqlf of
lhe closs, shouling ot the leqcher. The
leqcher ron oul o{ lhe closs wilh teon in
hereyes.

'The heodmoster, leoml obout lhis
incident ond come lo our doss lhe next
doy. He reprimonded fie whole clqss for
our conducL ln o very slem lone, he
reminded us ofwhothe hod blked obout
ol lhe meeling with lhe whole school ot
lhe beginning of lhe semester. He lold
us ogoin lhot we must follow the polh
shorm by Chinese ommunist govemment
wilfi lheir Morxisl ond Linenist ideology,
qnd we should not think o[ onylhing
incriminoling. He told us lhot we should
give up lhe Doloi Lomo's misleodin(;
preoching of Tibetqn's independence,
which is simply nololbinoble. We were
worned thol if thot sorl of incidenl
hoppened ogoin, he would not hesitrote
to expel the whble closs from the school
ond hund over us to fire Public Secrritv
Br*eou.

"lf it \.Es 6w individuols, we would hove
been expelled bul we were soved by lhe
foa*ot moiority of the doss wqs invdwd.
Ihcugh lhe elderly heodrnosler wos ongry,
he did not mele oul ony corporol
punishmenl,

lnsleod oborlt 20 of us induding myself
were singled odto wrile o leier d qdogy
lo our leocher, promising we would not
repeol lhe incidenl ogoin. The letter
corried our signolures ond nomes.
Thereqfbr lhere were no more similqr
incidenh of politicol signiffconce in our
clirss."

Tenzin dropped out ofschool in I999
wilhout completing his linol yeor os his
fomily foced difficrllty iir poying the school
fees for himself ond his tuo brolhers.
lnsteod, Terizinbegon helping his fo$er
in business, which Tenzin ol lhe time
enioyed. However, ofler o while Tenzin
reolised he did not do well in business,
so he decided to go to lndiq for furlher
educotion irnd to help his fomily
ffnonciolly.

Tenzin went io Drom, lhe Tibetqn ffir

iown, using folse hovels permih. ln Drom
he mel seven olher youngslers olso gcing
lo lndio. Fhe group come togelher wilh
four Nepoli guides poying lhem fees
ronging from Yuon | 000 to Yuon 3000.
the group bypossed the police chedpch
ond qfler wolking over treocherous
mountoin hocks for o week, they onived
ot the Tibelon Reception Centre in
Kothmondu on I April 2002. Tenzin
wishes to ioin o Tibeton school in lndio.

contin{ed from page 7

experiences. The nuns oddressed o
bteffng ot tfie UN during lhe Ccnmissior.
During lhotbriefing lvls Chokey olso mode
o presentolion on lhe humon rights
situotion in Tibet.

Ms l"hqdon ond Chokey qlso mode
lhree orol sH,emenl in lhe plenory on ibm
9, on lhe queslion o{ the violqlion of
humon righb ond fundomenlolfreedoms
in ony port o{ lhe world, ilem I l, Civil
ond politicqlrighh, including the queslion
of freedom of expression ond ilem

When counlries foiled to tqble o
resolufion on Chino,TCHRD issued o
press releose in lhe UN wilh lwo olher
NGOs, Free Tibet Compoign ond
lnternolionql Compoign for Tibet
expressing ouhoge.

Ms llodon ond Chokey olso melwilh
olher intamofionol NGOs ond discrssed
possibilities of {uture joint oclivities.
Aclivilies such os briefing ol the United
Nolions, written sfolemenls, seminors or
workshops ond ioinl reporh on counlry
or lhemolic.

While in SwiEerlond, itrey olso ottended
o golhering of the Tibeton youlh
Associolion in Europe. Mrs lhodon ond
Chokey bolh spol<e.b lhe young Tibetons
obout TCHRD's octivitias ond
responsibililes of young Tibetons.

They olso ollended severol briefings
orgonised by o$er NGOs during *re
lunch breoks where ponelish indude UN
personnel including Mory Robinson,
Speciol Ropporfuea, oclivisls, lowyen elc.
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The perconnel for UN Affoin, lrls Tenzin

Chokey otlended o six-week troining
progrumme orgonised by fie lntemolionol
Service for Humon Righh ond funded by

lhe lnlernolionol Humon Right lntemship

Progromme.

This course commenced lhe week

preceding the 58th Humon Rights
Commission. Sessions were held in order

lo prepore the lroinees [or lhe
Commission, including o bos ic
inlroduction to the UN qnd its
cornpcrenb. &lensi,re rcoding mobriols
were honded oul giving useful tips ond

bo&grorrnd in{omolion. Guestspeokers

were olso invited lo cover specific lopics,

induding lhe optionol prolocd on torlure.

A speciol visit ond presentolion of lhe

lntemqliqrd Commissiqt of lhe Red Crcs
wos olso orgonised.

The course exomined specific cose

sfudies or counhies such os Wesl Popuo,

Chechnyo, Goulemolo, Po lestine,

Bonglodesh, Molocus, Peru, NorwoY,

Swiherlond, Polond, Americo, lndio,
Sweden ond Brqzil. The cose studies were

discussed in order to develop slrolegies

lc slrenglhen vodous issues. This session

wos nol only interesling bPt olso

in{omofive. Leoming oboul olher couses

in lhe world prior io oltending lhe Humon

Rightu Commission wqs essenliol.

An inlreresling ospecl o{ lhe lroining r'vos

lhe Expert Meeling on the 3rd Wodd

Con{erence Agoinst Rocism. The Expert

Meeling wos lo ossess lhe forum ond ifre

conference in such o woy os l'o provide

re.ornmendolions {or fufu re conlerences

discriminolion in lhe future. Severol

represenlotives from non-governmenlol

orgonisolions olso chipped in lheir
perspeclives which were voluoble lo the

discussion.

After he ffrct iveek, experls on specific

issues were inviled lo speok to us. They

included Speciol Ropporteurs on Torture, .

Women, Exlro Judiciol Killings, Mequoie
Housing, rightl,o {ood ond righb of non-

cilizens. We olso received tolks from

experh on WTO Lows ond lLO. Everydoy

we hqd o review o{ lhe commission ond

on onolysis oflhe voling pollerns ond lhe

progress of lhe Commission.

The lroining wos ideol considering lhe

{ocl lhol simullqneous b lhe lroining
progromme, lhe Commission on humon

righh tokes ploce. The opporlunily to

obbin furlher speciolised knowledge wos

voluoble. Such trqining is cruciolforlhe

work ofTCHRD porticulorly given lhot we

ore lhe primory humon rights NGO with

direcl occess l,o lhe Enormous number oI

Tiheton refugees ond er-pditicol pisoners

thot enter $e cornmunily in exile every yeor'

An extroordinory number ol lhem hove

39

been subiected to orbitrory detenlion ond

severe lorfure ond lhe inlemolionol legol

rights of these individuols ore nol
odequoiely represenled in intemolionol
{oro.

The Exeqrlive Direclor, Ms Tsewong

l-hodon ond Ms Tenzin Chokey ollended

the .Humqn Righ ls Commission
occred iioted by lnlemolionol Fellowship

of Reconcjliolon . During lheir ollendonce,

lhey mel wilh severol delegolion members

including lhe represenlolives {rom USA,

Spoin, Luxembourg, Finlond, GermonY

ond Switzedond. ln the firsl week oflhe
Cornmission Ms Chokey olso oddressed

o press conference on lhe humon righls

situolion in Tibet.

During lhe second week, lwo nuns who

were fomer pdilicol prisoners of Dropchi

Priscr mode o slop over in Geneve during

lheir wodd tour leslifying on their prison

codlou'd on P'9' '

ond {orbridging the gops lhot hompered

the NGO negotiotion process ond fdlo"

,o a.orur"', lo combol 166i56 ond

n
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The Tibelan Centre fo( Human Rights aM Democraq (TCHRD) is an independent
centre which aims to p.omote and protect human rights and a d€mocratic polity
tor Tibd. lt attempts to educale Tibetans on human rights principles and to
work with other human dghls and democracy g,oups as part of a,irortdwide
movement towards th€se eMs. TCHRO is registered under the lndian Socielies
Registration Act 21 of 1E6O.

ll you would like to subscribe to TCHRO'S moothly Human Rig',ts update.or to
order one of our publications, please send your name and postal details
(including e-mail) to our oflice.
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HUMAN RIGHTS upd,

Human Rights begins with you. Your concern
and participation makes a differsnce. Your
support could instill faith and hope in those who
have been stripped of their human dignity.

Your tp,nefiB and responsibilities

v Yodll rEsive trBe of cost our Human Rights edate, All our plilicatims will be ssd fres $on re$est, You'll r€c€ive a nErnbashh card
, You mayidn ou carp{igns
, Annual mernbership fes Rs. 100/US $ 30 for adult

mqnbers and Rs. 50 fuS $ 15 for str.rdents

Preae email us aL dsala(@tchrd. org or
yaulatsang@tchrd.org orwrite to us on our postal
add€ss forfirfEr infunElbn.

COME A EMBER

Join hands with TCHRD

I
Prinrcd at progrtssivc O6a priae.n, Or8gd, Diss. I&ngra, H.p

TCHRD's publications:
i996 Annual Report: fib6t Ooe Morc year ot polfical Ropressbn (English
and Tibetan editions) . t997 Annuat Report: China in fibat: Sd,king Had
Agahst Human R ghts (English and Tibetan editions) . The Next Generation:
fhe Slate ol Education in nbet today (1997) . Unive\al Dectaration ot Human
Rights ffibetan Translation) (1998) . i998 Annuat Report: Tibet: Crackdowh
on Humanity. Behind Bars: ptison Condilions in frte, (.1996) . Closing the
9Tf:I"ligbr: Reqoesion in r,be, (i99E) . Convo1tion on the Rights & tho
Ch,{d (Tibetan TGnslation) (1998) , Democracy: An Educaton Aootat (199S). Fearless Voices: Accounts ol fibatan Fomet polilical paGoners 1tS9g; I
H.uman Rights: An Education Boo|,tet (199E). South East Asia: Huma; Rig;,s
l!-G_9-.Se?ina.t.on liDat (proceedings) (1998) . , cuid6 to Hunan Ri;hk
(1999) . 4 gu,ire lo Democrccy (19W). Tat6 ot Trror: lodurc in fibd (:Wl. Bnefing paper hr travelots to Tbet (1999) . ,99S Annurt Repod: f,bear
fightdning of Conool (2OOO) . TCHRD Reubw (2OOO) . Torlure and il-i""t 

"r,tin ribet (2000) . Racht Oiscriminatjon in Ttbet (2OOd) . rmpoveristring fhAins:
Chha'slewed econotk @rcy (?f/JF). prisoners & f,tA, prd"i o,t "iiiiporocat pisot ots (2000) . 2Om Annuat Report: Entorcing Loyany (2001).
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The Tibelon Cenhe for Humon Rights

ond Democrocl hos received informolion

lhot KhenpoJigme Phuntsok hos retumed

lro Serlhor Buddhisl lnstitule ol I I o.m.
q24 June2CfJ2. ftenpo wos reporledly

given on eloborote receplion on his refum.

Khenpo Jigme Phunhok, 65-yeor-old
is the obbot of Serthor lnstilute. He wos

reportedly held in house orresl in
Chengdu, Sichuon's provinciol copitol,
since lote outumn 200'l . Reporb indicoled

lhol he recently underwenl knee surgery
olthough his heod diseose oppeqrs lo
hove improved.

Khenpo wos held incommunicodo for
severol monlhs. He wos being lreoted by

on unknown physicion when his heolth

condilion deterioroled. His personol
physicion, Rinzin, from Bo*hom militory

hospitol uos denied occess. Thereoffer, no
ouhide visilors were ollowed.

Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok founded
Serthor Buddhisl lnstitule in I 980 to meei

the pressing need for renewol of
meditotion ond scholorship oll overTibet
in the woke of Chino's Culturol
Revolulion. Serthor Buddhist lnstiiule
situoted in Koze 'Tibeton Aulonomous
kefe<ture" ("TAPJ, Sichuon hovince, hos

recenfl y come underChinese perseculion.

This lnslitute hod over lhe yeors exponded
from o solilory mounloin hermiloge lo o
spirituol oosis for opproximotely 9,000
monks, nuns ond loy people drown from
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TibeL Chino ond Soulh EosiAsio.
ln July 2001, lhe Chinese oulhorilies

lobeled the inslilute 'illegol" ond ordered

ibclosure. Sine fien over 2,000 dwellings

hove been demolished. The most recent
reporb were of I 8 dr.,,ellings destroyed lote

April/eorly Moy 2002. Although exoct

numbers ofexpulsions ore impossible to

discern, it oppeors thot over 7,000 were

evicted from the lnstitute.

For more deloils on Serthqr Buddhist
lnstitute, the Tibeton Centre for Humon
Rights ond Democrocy hos well-
doc,,rmenbd literofure ond o documenbry
obout the demolition of Serthor lnstifute.

Visit our website - www.lchrd.org. O

I(henpo Jigme Phuntsok back at
Serthar Institute

Geshe Sonam Phuntsok's continued detention taises
concefn

According io relioble informqtion
received from Tibet, locol Tibetons o[
Rongbotong District, Koze County, Koae

"TAP', Sichuon, ore grovely concemed
oboul Geshe Sonom Ph u nlsok's
coolinued delenlion in lhe lighto{o recent

public onnouncement. Geshe Sonom

Phunhok is revered os o greol Buddhist
proclifioner ond scholor in lhe Koze
region.

On 2l Moy 2002, lhree highJevel
Koze officiols onived ot Rongbohong
Diskict, hornelown ofGeshe, to oddrass

o public meeling ot lhe Sub-Distiaoftce.

One of ltre lhree oftdols is Lolong To, the

second heod of Koze County, ond the

olher two ore subordinole officiols.

The visiting ofiiciols oddressed the

crowd ond onnounced possible releose

of Geshe Sonqm Phuntsok. They soid,
'when Geshe is releosed, nobody should

show ony sign o[ delighl nor resort to ony

protesl meosures. Owing b the news, if
onyone creqles ony disturbonce, it sholl

be deemed os prolest ogoinsl lhe
molherlond ond the culprit sholl be

occordingly punished.'

' ll hos now been o monlh since lhe

onnouncement wos mqde bul Geshe is

siill nol releosed. We horre now come to
believe lhqt lhe onnouncementwos mode
to fool the generol public. lt is o well-
cholked oul plon by the Chinese
outhorilies to creole ponic omongst the

followers ond supporlerc ofGeshe. Some

people soy thol lhe onnouncemenl wos o
deliberote move to test public reoction

obout lhe news qnd lo obsenie lheir
oclivilies os o resull of such on
onnouncement. Their inlenlion wos not
ocfuolly to releose Geshe,' commented

one locol Tibeton.
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This is corroborqd by fie focl thot one
ofGeshe's close rehioves visiled Geshe
in Chunogdong Prison no. 3 in Moy
2002. The heod o{Chunogdoog Prison,
Yonlen, reporledly told lhe relolive lhot
Geshe will nol be releosed becouse he
hos o senlence lo complele. Unless lhere
is some specific order {rom higher
oulhorilies in Beiiing, he could not be
releosed ol oll.

Reports indicole lhof Geshe Sonom
Phunlsok conlinues lo be interrogoted
lhree limes q week olthough il oppeorc
lhql he hos recovered slightly from his
eodierillness. There is reporledly renewed
heighlened security orrongement in lhe
prison. Geshe is inlerrogoled with
questions such os "Whol is the bosis of
Buddhism thot you oll Tibelons ore so
deroled to? Whol were lhe lhings you soy
fo your followers when you conducl
religious ceremonies before? Do you love
lhe Chinese molherlond? Ho,,r do Tibetons
respecl the Doloi Lomo? -Whot is your
personol opinion obout lhe leochings o{
lhe Doloi Lomo?

On 25 Oaober 1999, Geshe wos
orrested ond deloined in Dqrtsedo Prison
in Dorlsedo County, Koze "TAP", {orone
yeor ond fou r monlhs.

ln Morch 2001, Geshe wos formolly
senlenced tc five yeors' imprisonment. He
wos occused of "inciling splitlist qclivities

omong lhe mosses, seeking on oudience
with the Doloi lomo ond forconducfing
long-life proyer ceremony for the Doloi
Lomo" omong other chorges.

ln December 200 ), TCHRD received
informolion oboul Geshe's serious ill
heolth. Geshe, ot lhol time, wos suffering
frorn high fever, diorrhoeo, diziness ond
lethorgy. Ahhough on lwo occosions,
Geshe wos loken to o .neorby mililory
hospilol, kept on lhree lV drips ond
hospilolised for seven hours, it did not
bring obout much improvemenl. ln June
2002, it cqme to be known lhot Geshe
hos ulcer ond low blood pressure bul
reporiedly oul ofdonger. <)

Gyaltsen Dolkar
Released

TCHRD hos received confirmed
informolion {rom relioble sources lhot
Gyoltsen Dolkor, loynqme Dowo hos been
releosed from Dropchi Prison on 2l Morch
2002. She is currently ol her home in
Meldro Gungkor.

Gyoltsen Dolkor is o 3l yeor-old Goru
nun from Meldro GungkorCounly, l-hoso
City serving o l2 yeor-prison term. Her
expected dole of releose wos 2l Augusl
2002. ICHRD hos no confirmed
in{ormqtion on lhe reosons behind her
releose. Updotes will follow upon further
inquiries.

Gyohsen Dolkorisihe third nun politicol
prisoner lo be releosed prior to her due
dote including Ngowong Choekyi ond
Tenzin Thupten. Unconfirmed reporls
indicote thot Gyollsen ivos meonl to visit
o hospitol in l-hosq for heotment bul hos
nol done so. Former polilicol prisoners
hove testi{ied to TCHRD lhot Gyoltsen
Dolkor's heolth condition hoi been
precorious since on uprising in Dropchi
Prison in 1998.

TCHRD believes thot Gyoltsen Dolkor
moy hove been releosed on medicol
porole. With only few monlhs owoy from
her dole o{releose, TCHRD is concemed
lhol her curren! heolth condition moy be
precorious ohhough nolhing is coofirmed
to dote.

On 2l August 1990, o group of l6
pro-independence demonslrolors,
including seven nuns from Goru Nunnery
eighl from Michungri Nunnery ond one
monk from Sero iniliqted o demonsholion
disrupling o slote-run opero feslivol. ltwos
the first doy of the weeklong Shofon
(Yogu rt) festivol. The group shouted
slogons prolesling the Chinesesetflen ond
supporling lhe Doloi Lomo. They were
immedioiely onesled ond token owoy by
the PSB of l"hoso City.

Gyolisen Dolkor ras omong Goru nuns
senlenced on 30 November '1990, for
'cou nler- revolulionory' oclivilies, She vlos
senlenied lo four yeorc in prison ond
deprived of polilicol righh lorone yeor.

ln June 1993, while still in prison,

Gyoltsen ond l3 olher nuns recorded
rcngs ond messoges b itreir fomilies ond
friends on o smuggled lope retorjer
Eoch nun dedicoted o song or poem
expressing their feelings of hope ond
ospirqlions. When prison quthorities
discovered lh is 'clondesline" oclivity,lhe
nuns foced severe repercussions. On 8
October 1993, the nuns hod their
senlences exlended ronging from five lo
nine yeors. Gyoltsen received on eighl-
yeor extension bringing her current tolol
sentence lo l2 yeors. O

Chinese
policies
nomadic

land
festfict
life

Khundrup, 28, Irom Kone 'TAp,,
Sichuon Province reported fo TCHRD,
"8eing o nomod, my fomily moved wi*r
our herds occording to lhe seosons; in
worm weolher we go lo the higher
mounloins, in winter we come lo lower
londs. However, since the lole t 970s, the
Chinese or.'lhorilies begon reslricling lhe
ploces lhol we normolly go. Al certoin
limes of lhe yeor lhe outhorilies order us
to move our herds lo o newer posfure
even though the seosons moy not hove
chonged. lf we don'l move on os ordered,
we were lined 150 yuon per doy
regordless of whether il snows or roins.

The oulhorilies olso denronded thot lhe
boundories o[ the locol oreos be fenced.
Hence, we hod tc buy llre fencing mobriol
from the golvemmentqnd build the fences
ourselves. The omounl eoch fomily hod
lo poy lor fhe {encing wos cqlculol,ed
occording to lhe number of onimols
owned by the fomily. A bundle of fencing
wire cosh 1,500 yuon. Myfomily owned
100 onimols so we boughlsix bundles o[
fencing wire, which is 9,000 yuon.

lf we foil to put up fie fence wilhin lhe
slipuloted lime, we werc fined 300 yuon
per doy. As o result, we hod to work oll
doy lo complele lhe fencas os fosl os
possible, somelimes unlil our hon&'rvere
bleeding'. O'

-
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Behind Bars for supporting a "splittist"

Pemo Kunsong is oPProximolelY

26 yeon old. He is o former monk

of lGrgyu Bhelgoy Monostery
which is locoted in Rongbolsong

District, lGze CountY, lGze
'TAP', Sichuon Province.

Kunsong's folher's nome is

lGyung Doriee. He hos seven

fomily memben consisting of his

porenls, three brothen, one sister

ond himself. His fomily ekes out
their living by forming. Kunsong is

originolly from Shusor Villoge,
Shusor Township, Koze County in
Sichuon Province.

From the oge of I 1 , Kunsong

studied in Rongbohong Chushor
School for three yeors. Two yeors

loler, he joined Bhelgoy Monosiery
ond stoyed for three yeors. During
thot period, Kunsong studied
Buddhist Diolectics, Tibeton
Grommor ond bosic Buddhist
Philosophy in the monostic
educoiion centre.

Loter he got odmission into
Koze Nonglen Lobling (Korze

Buddhist lnstitute) in Koze County,
studying Tibeton Grommor ond Arl
of Heoling for six months. The

institute hod opproximotely 300
student ol lhe lime.

After six modhs' dudy ot Koze
Buddhist lnstitule, Kunsong

retumed lo Bhelgoy Monostery. He

wos given the responsibilitY of
coreloker of the monostery which

he serued for more thon five Yeon.
He then meditoted in Jusong

Meditotion Centre in Jotsuko

County for three yeon. On relum

once ogoin to BhelgeY Monoslery
he slorted doing public service.

Gruduolly, Kunsong become one

of the high lomos of lhe
monostery. He storled conducting

speciol religious proyen in Tibeton
households in lhe locol oreo.

When Geshe Sonom Phunhok,
the well-known Buddhist
proctitioner in Koze CountY, wos

onesled on 25 Ocrober I 999.
while he wos in o religious relreoi
in Wokhor Retreol Areo, Korze

County.
As soon os the news of Geshe's

o nest spreod ocross lhe town like
wildfire, opproximotely 3,000
peoceful proteslors including Lomo

Kunsong gothered ond
demonstroied in front of
Rongbolsong sub-district office
demonding Geshe's immediote
ond uncondilionol releose.

Lomo Kunsong oppeoled to
mony Chinese outhorities for
Geshe's releose ond iried to
convince them of Geshe'
innocence in oll the ollegolions
lhol were levelled ogoinst him. He

strongly criticised the Chinese
outhorities for hoving detoined
Geshe ond vociferously supported
Geshe Sonom Phuntsok.

Owing to his horsh comments
ogoinst Chinese outhorities, Lomo

Kunsong come under suspicion.
The Chinese oulhorities occused

him of being one of the ringleoderc

of the sponlobeous Koze
demonslmtion on 25 ond 26
October 1999.

ln November I 999. Chinese
police orrested Lomo Kunsong on

chorges of 'mobilising ond

mosterminding" lhe Koze
demonslrotion, ond [or oPPosing

the Chinese outhorilies. ll is

reported thot on o hidden comero

he wos coplured moking criticol

comments obout Chinese officiols'
The video wos loter used ogoinst
him os evidence. Opposition to
the Chinesa outhorities is included
os one of lhe chorges ogoinst him.

lnitiolly, Lomo Kunsong wos

detoined in Koae Delention Centre
for lhree months. He suffered

severe torlure ond beotings during
his detenlion.

ln Februory 2000, Koze
People's lntermediote Court
possed senlence on Lomo

Kunsong. He received five ond o
holf yeors' sentence. Lomo
Kunsong is cunently serving his

sentence in Xinduqio Prison. t)
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Religious testtiction in Gaden Tashi Choeling Monastery
qq

The informonl who wishes lo remoin
ononymous reporled,

'l om originolly from Tsekhog County,
Molho "TAP'. There ore obout eight
members in my fomily ond oll of them ore
nomods. Tsekhog Counly consists often
villoges ond len monosleries. Zhqbor
Monoslery hos been lhe mosl reshicted
monostery in the county. The Chinese
officiols olwoys conduct're.educotion'
compoign in Zhobor Monostery

lwqs o monk olJodqr Monostery which
is originolly nomed os Gonden Toshi
Choeling. At the lime of my enrolmenl,
there were only 40 monks. Todoy fhere
ore qbout 120 monks in lhe monoslery
ln 2001 , the Chinese outhorities set the
limit for monks ot 80 ond lhe resl were
ordered lo go lo olher monosteries. The
monks below the oge o{ 18 were nol
permitted lo sloy in lhe monoslery.

ln 1999, the Chinese outhorities slorled
'pokiolic educolion' compoign in Jodor
Monostery They distribuled documenh lo
oll lhe monks, which sqid there is one
motherlond. There were '15 chopten in
lhe do<lnrenl. llolso menlioned potiotism
ond denouncing lhe 'seporolisf.

hom July 2000 ond Februory 2001,
lhe Chinese prohibited pictures of the
Doloi Lomo. Expulsion wos lhe slqled
punishmenl for disobedience. lf we keep
the bonned picfure, il is considered os
breoking the Chinese [ow.

ln July 2001, o totol ol 30 offlciqls
cqme to lhe monostery including seven

"uork leom' officiols ond olhers lrom bolh
locol ond county level . Since lhe monoslery
is locoted nol for from lhe counly office,
the o{Iiciols would not sleep in lhe
monoslery ovemighl. They only come lwo
or lhree limes to lhe monostery The moin
lhemes toughl were pohic ism lc lhe nolion

ond lreedom of religion. ln reolily, we
didn'l hove {reedorn o{ religioo.

Since 1988, Jodor Monostery hos o
Democrolic Monogemenl Commillee
(DMC). At presenl five monks monoge

'the DMC ond lhese monks qre elecled
for o period of five yeors. The choirmon
o{ lhe DMC is Gedun Gyotso ond the
vice-choirmqn is Choeyong Gyoho. The

olherc ore Kungo, Zoepo ond Lobsong
who ore lheir subordinotes.

The Chinese oufiorilies olwoys reslroin
the DMC from increosing lhe number of
monks in the monoslery the responsibility
o{ lhe DMC is lo forestoll freedom poslerc,
pro-independence slogons in lhe
monostery to find those who hove
conneclions wilh lhe Tibebn govemmenl-
in-exile, ond to eliminote oll 'splittist' in
lhe monoslery. lf ony of those hoppen,
lhe choirmon of the DMC is held
responsible.

As the Chinese oulhorilies disollowed
monk below I 8 yeoa of oge from studying
in lhe monoslery we lried lo sel up o
school {or lhese smoll monks. The
govemmenl reiected lhe ideo. We senlq
lefier to lhe Counly ofiice ond lownship
offfce conceming lhe molter bulwe didn'l
succeed.

Mony monks would like to go lo lndio
bul lhe retumees soy thot lndio is too hot.
On the other hond, the Chinese
govemmenl do not give shon fein zhong
(Chinese cilizenship cord) lo the monks.
Becouse of lhis, the monks con never
leove lhe monostery. ln Februory 2001 , I

wenl tc try ond gel srl ong {ein zhang {rom
the county office but ldid nolgelitbecouse
I wos q monk.

When the monks need lo go lo eilher
Chino or l-hqso, lhey hovelo gel Tong xin
zhong (trouel permit) {rom the Religious
Deportmentond olsoyou hove to refum
on lime. lf someone does nol refurn on
fime, he is nol ollowed lo sloy in lhe
monoslery ony more. Porliculorly in lhe
cose o[o lomo, he hos to hove on officiol
who con guorontee in order to get the
Tang xin *ory. ll he Lomo des not retum
on lime, lhe person who hos guoronleed
would gel inlo houble. This meons thol
lhere ore lols of reslriclions even to go lo
Lhoso.

Other issues

The informqnt olso tolked oboul
condifions in the locol oreo. He soid,
"Since the division o{ grosslond omong

the fqmilies wqs introduced in fie 1980s,
mony dispules hove occured omong lhe
people. The woter doesn't flo*, to the brlile
lqnds bul where lhe woler flows, no gross
grows. This is lhe moin couse for mojor
problems. The Chinese soy evpryhting
belongs lo lhe nolion.

When lwos coming lo lndio, the
Ch in ese onnounced lhe Western
Developmenl Projecl ond lhey were
building roods in the nomods'oreo. The
rood construclion is very close lo my
hometown - Tsekhog County. Loh of
fomilies ore very poor in lhe counly, bul
lhe govemmenl never spends money on
the poor fomilies. They ore invesling
heovily in rood conslruclion from Tongren-
Tsekhog-Henon- Luchu-Mochu-Golog-
Sichuon. Now they hove conslrucled up
to Tsekhog County. All lhe workers ore
Chinese. Although some Tibetqns would
like to work, the Chinese govemment
{orbids them.'

The informont olso shqred informolion
on the murder of q monk, "When I wos
in Lhoso, I come to know thol o monk
from Sichuon got killed in Yok Hotel. The
monk wos lrying lo escope from Tibetlo
lndio. h wos soid thqthe hod 80,000 yuon,

ond lhe guide killed him ond look qll the
money. When police orrested lhe guide,
they confiscoted lhe money which sfill
remoins in lhe honds of the police.

Scne people prelend to be o guide ond
lhen hond over escopees lo the police.
Guides hove cheoted mony people so il
is reolly hord lo husl lhe guides. There
ore more people who hove been cheoH
lhon lhere ore people who corld escope
lo lndiq.

I qlso heord thot soms businessmen
from Amdo were deloined when we were
crossing lhe border. When lhey were
hoving picnic in Drom-Nepol border, they
buml incense ond shouled,'Long Live

lhe Doloi Lomo'. Becouse oflhis they got
onesled ofter lheir picnic. ldon'l know
whol hoppened fic them loter." O
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TCHRD in colloborotion wilh
lnl,gmotionol Rehobilitotion Council for
Torture Victims (lRC[) orgonised on essoy

contesl tided "Togelher Agoinst Torlure"

omong lhe Tibelon schools in ond oround

Dhorcrrsolo in June 2002.
The United Notions Generolfusembly

officiolly procloimed 26 June os the UN
lntsmolionol Doy in support of Viclims of
Torlure in 1997. Every yeor, $e doy is

commemoroled in supporl of victims of
torlure ond to eliminote iorlure lhroughoul
lhe world.

Wilhin the lhemolic conlexl of torlure,
the sfudents were given o ronge of lopics

I ) Why is il importont to punish people

rvho torfure?

2) How con we creole o world wilhoul
tcdure?

3) Torture in Tibet

4)How con we help lorfure viclims?

5) Could you forgive someone who
bdures?

The lhree best essoys of lhe compefilion

ore produced below. TCHRD hos

moinloined the originolity o[ the essoys in

bolh its contentond style.

First Prize

'Torture in Tibet' by Luesong, TCY

Suio
Being o politicol prisoner, il is good

experience how our lond colonizer's
lorturing lhe people living in Tibel. After

spending lhe few yeors in prison ond

sufbred under lhe lrogedy periods. A word

lodure is nol so sweet lo heor in my eors.

But trcdoy, by toking lhis opportunity ond

lhrorlgh personol experience, lwonled lo
shore wifi fie people of the world hovr the

people ofTibel were suffering ond lorluring

by lhe invodors.
Nofurolly the persans lMng in priso were

losttheir life freedom due lo lhe couse oI
politicol situolion ond certoin lo suffer o

lot. When I wos in prison ol lhe oge o{ 'l 5

yeorc, I hod seen lob of incidents un-

imoge-oble. From one of them, during lhe

occosion of lhe Tibelon New Yeor, lhe

officiol of lhe prison come inside ond

dossified oll lhe polilicol prisonas omount

of prisoners o[oll. Eoch one of them tools
o prisoners ond wilhout ooy reosons or
doing wrong deeds. They ployed o gome

by using the dif{erent kinds of tools for o
humon li[e. Some of we were so horch

bod ond no leeth presenls in mourlh ond

un-oble to wolk on our own leet. Thol
wos o reol-dromo-ploy which they hove
ployed fcr fieir enioyment. h deorly shows

lhqt lhere wos no reolily humon volue ond
rights. Especiolly truth, iustice ond
equolilies, were very rore like stors in doy.

Usuolly the woy of lheir forlures were

so voried bul bosicolly included in three

types. Physicollyihe prisonerhod lo works

in conshuclion, fields ond so on wilhoul
single doy {or rest in month ond monlh.

Also sometimes full 24 hours hod to
works. Without proper shoes hove to
weor. lmogine whot would you feel if you

were in lhol situolion. Some people soy il
wos impossible, lhough it wos in reolily.

Anolher woy o{ torturing {or prisonerc

were to leorn soldiers lroin during the

winlerlirnes. ltwos nolhing less lhon excepl

torturing both prisoners physicol ond
mentolly. At thol limes we gol mosl beh
ond kicks. Also somelimes there wos

teoching on communisl ideology by

forcing ond onswering lhe onswer in lheir
lhought. Wilhoulony desire lo leom such

lesson wqs obsolutely in menblly lorture.

After oll, lofu re wos $ eir goo I . Th ere wos

no lun lor lhe prisonerc.

Horever, whotlhey plonned progromes

ond oclivilies. All lhese were kinds of
lorfure for prisoner. There wos no excuse

lo I wos child, womon, donl know ond

conl, lo soy even the cousing sickness.

Suffering ond torturing in my counlry wos

not only in prison. 8ui olso wide vorielies

in lhe society, religoins ond economicolly.

ek.
Finolly, I hope ond requestlhe people

ollhe world loving in peoce, iuslice hove

lo cooperole us ond help lo cure our

diseose.

Second Prize

'Torlure in Tibet'by Wongdhen
Kyob,TCV Suio

Being o humon, lhe mosl imPorlonl

lhing is occeptonce of one's self-esleem

by lhe society ond obviously, lhe enicrymenl

of equol humon righh. This is necessory

for lhe bosic humon development. Thses

bosic humon needs ore completely
uprooted in Tibet by lhe borboric rule o{
Cornmunisl Chinese. Torlure is nolonly
o physicol ill-treolmenl rolher il offecls
menlol, economic, politicol ond
psychologicol slolus oI the Tibelon
victims. Such inhumon regime by

cornmunist Chinese hos been going on
in Tibetsince 

'1949 
ond noTibebn kno,,a

how long it will continue. Bul, they oll
hove hopes to seen on end to this

inhumon regime in Tibet soon wilh lhe

iuslice ond suppod {iorn lhe inlemolionol

communilies ocross $e globe ond foit
ful pro-Tibetons.

The torlured Tibelqn children horo no

tuned inlo destitutes wilh lheir fomily
members being imprisoned or sloin by

lhe Chinese govemmenl in response to

their bid to roise voice ogoinst the

communistregime ond ih inluslice. Such

deslilules hove been increosing ol
olorming role. This kind of violotion
ogoinsl humon righls roise serious
inlemqtionol concers wilh respecl lo
Tibefs future populolion, ils govemmenl

ond the risk of Tibeton's voluoble culturo

ond hoditionol deteriorotion. Lel us oll
wo* to moke heord the clorion coll of
threolhened Tibetond ils existence in lhe

world mop lo lhe eors o{ our {ellow
brolhers ond sislers ocross lhe world.

Atmosphere of religion is poiled in
Tibet by lorture ond repression. Before

occupotion, o coosideroble percenloge

of populolicr usd tc li'e o libof opirituol

devolees (monk ond nuns). There were

more lhon six lhousond monosbrues ond

nunneries in Tibel. They hod fullFeedom

lo proctise religion ot their wish. Wiih
lhe odvent of Chinese rule, oround 80
per cenl or obove ilof monosleries ond

nunneries ore deslroyed: The devotees

ore done lro deolh ond some ore expelled

{rom lhe monosleries or nunneries. Now'

o -doys, lhere is hordly consideroble

percent of spirituol devolees lefl in Tibet

when compored lclhe pre- Chinese rule

rolio. Nevedhelss, the few surviwls live

under the conslonl feor ond loriure by

the dictoto{iol ormies o{ Chino.

Tortu re ol educotion in Tibet is
limileless qnd unimoginoble dehimenl.

The world proises Chinese's sqccliorin

ob IE
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ond superffciol progress mode in Tibel in

lerrrB of increosed educqlionol enh€s ond
lechnologies. Bul the reolity is loo horch
behind ltre veiled Chinese diplornocl over
Tibel. There ore mony schools in Tibet but
lfieu ore eslqblished wilh lhe inlention to
ownhodow ond uproot lhe rich Tibetn
culluro ond longuoge by Chinese
ideologies ond ils longuoge. Of lhese kinf
o[ development will prove detenonce lo
Tibeton culture in smoll ond fte world's
culfure deversily ollorge.

Our fiiend let us ioin honds ond wo*
for lhe liberolion of lorlured ond
enthreotened Tibetons from lhe inhumon
Chinese rule. Neverlheless, lel us unveil
the double stondord of Chinese diplornocy
tolhe eyes of United Notions. Moy iuslice
reign lhe so for iniustice rule by the red
Chinese.

Third Prize
'How cqn we help torlure

viclims?'by Tenzin Tso ng yo n g,
Upper TCV

We con help torlure viclims, firstly by
providing them enough of their doily
needs ond expenditure for lheir iniuries
like beoten by elechic shocks, beoten by
elechic rods, froctured bes ond ony oiher
iniuries due lo the torturing. Then the
torture victim misl consult with o
counsellor. We musl osk lhem thot whot
ore lheirproblems, howcon we help fiem
ond by helping them in differentwoys to
think thot they hove someone who is

helpful to them in their depressed life. lf
some lodure vicJims who ore so depressed
ond donl wonl lo communicole wilh lhe
others in lhe ouhide world must hove o
counselling with o counsellor, lhis mighl
help the torture viclims feel relieved. We
olso con helplhem in cornmunicoling with
olhen. if ony of the todure vict ms ore not
interesled or do nothove enough obility
lo sfudy in the regulor closses wilh other
sfudenb must be given olher opporfu nilies.

Forexomple: lf she knows o lil e loiloring
we cqn send her to loiloring inslitulion
ond ofter finishing the loiloring cource,
she con moke o shop where she con slilcfi
ofher's clo*res ond live her own life. *e
should olso know wfielher th e lorlure viclim
hos ony tolenls or inlerest in them ond
con help the development oflheir coreer.
lf you offord oll fhe expenditures ond

focililies, you con osk lor funds from
difrerent societies rtfio ore helping lorlure
viclims. They ore mony socielias who ore
willing io help lorture viclims, {irst you con
osk lhem lo help build o menlol clinic
ond some quolified counsellorc for the
dinic.lfyou dont get enorigh hdp or funds
you con roise funds by moking o smoll
sociely yourcell ond orgonising loirs,
differentond inleresting gome which will
otkoct mony people, e.g bmbolo. selling
lolteries, ond giving useful things for the
firsl lhreewho wins lhe lollery ond use lhe
rest o[ lhe money for lhe expenditure o{
torture viclims. lf some people who dont
kn ow o nylh in g oboul torlu re, you con tell
them whotueryou know ond tell lhe reolity
of toitu re i n Tibel. You co n o lso s how lh e
books which is published by he Tibeton
Cenlre for Humon Righh ond Democrocy
which is mosdy oboul lhe situotion ond
lorlure victims in Tibet. Lostly i[you ore o
penon who con think properly help people
who hove suffered so much ond who ore

POOr.

Profile of the lst prize
wrnner

Luesong, lhe first prize winner o{ lhe
essoy contesi, is o former polilicol prisoner

ofTibet. He is cunendy 23 yeon old.
Luesong wos bom in Tokhe County,

Lhoso City. He become o monk when he
wos I 2. He wos onested on I 0 December
I 994 when he wos I 5. ofter he ond four
othen pointed "foee Tibel'ond similor
slogons on o Chinese officiol's office. He
wos detoined for four monlhs in Tokhe
Prison. Luesong wos lhen honsfened to
Trisom Lobour Comp for one yeor ond
nine monlhs when he wos forced lo do
mqnuol lobour with lhe odulh. He ,ros
lold by prison officiqls thot he hqd been
lried ond sentenced lo two yeor's
imprisonmenl.

When he vlos releosed from prison, he
wos no longer ollowed lo be o monk. He
{eltlhol he could not do onylhing else so
he come to lndio. Luesong sloled, "The
worcl thing wos lhol we were forced lo
wo* for the whole doy. We h6d no
opporlunily to gelo proper educoli on.'

Y6
Cultuml
Development
Society closed

Tenzin Robgyol, o recenlly orrived
refugee reporled to TCHRD, "ln 2002, ihe
Chinese outhorilies virluolly closed the
Cuturol Developmenl Sociely in Rebkong
County, Molho "TAP', Qinghoi Province.

The Chinese ore olwoys ogoinsl
onylhing thot promoles Tibelon culture.
On the pretexl of lhe sociely hoving
underlying politicol orcrbnes, lhe Chinese
oulhorilies ordered for ih closure wilhoul
ony prior nolice.

Two Tibeton periodimls colled Golden
Bridge [ib:Sesong) ond The Bockword
Tibel were merged inio one sociely ond
nomed os Culturol Derelopmenhl Society.

hwos o forum for pure cr.rlfurol exchonge
lhrough showcose o{ lilerory lolent. There
wos no poliiicol significonce otloched to
lhe oims ond obiectives ofthe sociely.

Robgyol reported o seporote incident
thot he witnesed during his ioumey, "On
3 April2002, two Tibelon wornen pilgrims
from Jinlso County, Qinghoi Province,
were hovelling wilh us. At Amdo County
in Nogchu Prefecture, the police tecked
lhe pilgrims tu Shon {ein zhong(Chinese
cilizenship cord required for Tibetons frorn
otherregions), Since lhe lwo wornen were
found wilhoulit, lhe police {ined them 50
yuon eoch. A defoulter's fine on this
motler is octuolly set ot I 00 yuon. Since
lhe women were wilh little money, lheir
6ne wos reduced to holf lhe octuolomount
Thousonds of Chinese migrole to Tibet but
Shon fein zhongis never o requiremenf
for them. During hovel, it is only $e
Tibetons who ore checked for this cord
ond not the Chinese. Hence, il is cleody
o discriminotion ogoinstlhe Tibebns'.

Tenzin Robgyol wqs bom in 1980 in
Tsolho Counly in Qinghoi Province. He
strdied in Kenney County Middle School
for four yeorc. From l6 to 20 yeorc, he
wqs o monk ql Rebkong Monostery.Then
he studied in Sero Je Monoslery for lwo
yeors ond onc€ ogoin returned to
Rebkong Monoslery for one yeor. Ayeor
loter, he fled Tibet ond orrived ot
Kolhmondu, Nepolon 25 Moy 2002.r)

i
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4th Preporolory Committee
Meeting on WSSD in Boli, lndonesiq

Fqrewel! lo
TCHRD stqff

The Cenhe bids fond odieu lo two
TCHRD stoff members, Lobsong Tsering

ond Lobsong Geyphel, bolh olwho served

the Centre wilh ulmost dedicqlion ond

sincerily over the yeors.

Mr. Lobsong Tsering served lhe Cenhe
in lhe mpocr'ly of o Reseordrersince 1997.
He will now pursue further studies in US

under lhe Fulbright Sch olorsh ip
Progromme for fuo yeors.

Mr. Lobsong Geyphel, hos been the
Cenlre's Driver since 1999.ln July 20O2,
Mr. Geyphel hos ioined the Security
Deporlment oflhe Tibeton Govern ment-

in-exile os o Driver.

All lhe TCHRD stoff members ond
vountesn wish both Lobsongs oll the very

besl in lheir {ufure endeovour. O

Mrs. Nozin Dolmo, English Reseorcher

o{ Tibeton Cenlre for Humon Righh ond
Democrocy, otbnded the fuio Advococy

Workshop on Humon Rights ond
Sustoinoble Development from 22 - 29
Moy 2002, follorved by the 4lh Preporotory

Commillee meeling on World Summilon
Susloinqble Development (WSSD) from
27 - 7 June2D2io Boli, lndonesio.

The Asio Advococy wofuhop orgonised

by Pox Romono (lnlemotionol Cotholic
Movement for lnl,elleauol ond Culturol
Affoirc)os port of lheir globol oclion plon

on sustoinoble developmenl. Sevenly-lwo

porliciponb from eleven different cor.rnhies

in lheAsiqn sub-conlinenl porlicipoted in

lhe workshop.

At lhe 4lh prepcom meeling on WSSD,

Mrs Dolmo extensively lobbied both
governmenl delegotes ond vorious
NGOS concerning their supporl to
TCHRD's occreditotion.

TCHRD wos seeking occreditolion os

on NGO fo the WSSD. Chino hod
oblected to the occredilolion on lhe bosis

thot TCHRD is "spliilist". To Chino's
proposol of No-Aciion Mofion ogoiosl
TCHRD's opplicotion {or occredilotion, 97
member counhies voted in fovour of lhe
motion, 37 ogoinsl, l0 obsioined ond 55
obsent on 3l Moy 2002.

Mrs. Ddmo olsoqltended Moior Group
coucuses ond side evenh for lhe durolion

offhe prepcom meelings. The coucuses

included Women, Youth, lndigenous,

fuio, Peoce, Humon Righls, Environment

ond Susloinoble Developmenl.

The droft politicol dedorolion prepored

by Peoce Coucus ond Humon Righh,

Environmenl ond Sustoinoble

Developmenl Coucus conloins severql

Tibel longuoges ond humon rights
references for inclusion in the finoj
Chqirmon's lext.

TCHRD representotive esloblished
network wiltr nrony NGOs ond spoke with

severol locol ond nolionol medio obout
TCHRD's occreditolion in porlicr.rlor ond

Tibeton issues in generol.

TCHRD qtlend ex-
poliricql
prisoners' qnnuol
picnic

Approximotely 25 former polilicol
prisoners of Dropchi Prison held on
onnuol get-together ol Norbulingko in

Sidhpur, in mid June 2002. The gothering
concluded with Iormer inmotes shoring
their posl experiences ond fufure vision.

Fire TCHRD sloff memben ottended the

picnic os o geslure oI supporl ond
synpolhy fcroll lhe sufferings lhese people

hod endured ot $e honds of Chinese
qulhorilies.

The sloff otendees were Mn. Tsewong

l-hodon, Execulive Director, Ms. Youdon

Aukotsong, Senior Progromme Officer,

Mr: Ugyen Tser.ong, lnformolion Ofricer,

Mr. Tenln Norgoy, Field Officer, ond Mr.

Lohong Geyphel, the Cenke's Driver. O
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Human Rights begin with you, Your concern

and participation makes a difierence. Your

support could instill laith and hope in those who

have been stripped of heir human dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD
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II

t HUMAN RIGHTS update , June 2( Printed rt Progr€ssivc Ofta printcn, GEgtd, Distt. Kangra, H.p,



I

I|UMAII HG I
Hlt All RGIITSl{dd

b a nffht mrdoltr ol f€
TrteE Ccllrt,

lllrrE! ftdrb rd lbEr.r.

VOLIJME VII NUMBER 7

wherererthe Chinese oulhorities order him

lo go. Moreover, il is dilftcuh to oscerloin
whelher ony conditions nove been loid
forKhenpo's releose. Owing lo coverl ond

coulious nolure o{ Chinese octivities,

everything is shrouded in secrecy. lf the

news is somelhing thot could bolsler
Chino's imoge, they propogole it
everyrvhere. lf it is not in the inlere$ ol ihe
s'lote,lhe Chinese oulhoriiie.s do werything

secrelly. Thol's why they didn'i soY

onghing good or bod obout Khenpo's
releose-"

Ihe "wo* teoms" from Serthor County

stotioned ol the inslitule consiontly moke

onnouncemenls lhrough loudspeokerc

lhot the lolol strenglh of the monks ond

nuns connot exceed lhe previouslY

enlorced ceiling of 
'l 
,400 ond no new huts

ore to be built.
Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok is the{ounder

ond obbot o{ Serthor Euddhist lnstitute in

Lorung Volley neor Serlhor Town, Koze
Pre{ec1ure, Sichuon Province. This non-

sectorion Buddhist ocodemy hod
exponded from o solilory mounloin
hermiloge lo spiriluol oosis for over 8,000
monks, nuns ond loy slvdents.

Alter two yeors ol escoloting restrictions

ond propogondo compoigns, the Chinese

outhorities evicted lhousonds ol monks

ond nuns, destroyed over I ,000 dwellings

ond held Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok
incommunicodo in Chengdu.

For more bockground inlormotion on

Khenpo Jigme Phunlsok ond on lhe

Serthor lnstituie, visit our website
w,,rr.lchrd.org/pubs/Serrhor.

JULY 2OO2

According to relioble sources, Khenpo

Jigme Phuntsok orrived ot Serthor
Buddhist lnstitute on Mondoy 24 June ot

1 I .30 o.m.
The lotest report suggests thot Khenpo

wos lreoled for his knee, bile ond wind

disorders in the populor "363", o militory

hospitol in Chengdu, the provinciol copitol

o{ Sichuon Province. Though he hos not

recovered {ully, Khenpo's condition hos

improved.
During his house orresl in'Chengdu,

Khenpo's {reedom ol movement wos

restricted ond his occess to informotion
ond visilors were curloiled.

The Chinese outhorities recently issued

speci{ic orders ogoinst ony use of
governmenl-owned vehicles ond

offendonce o{ government officiols for

Khenpo's reception ond subsequent
.celebrolory picnrc. The locol populoce,

nevertheless, with mixed {eelings o{

hoppiness ond sodness, gove Khenpo o

grond welcome. The recePtion PortY
including some 100 vehicles, motorbikes

ond some horsemen woiled ot Bomdo

Town, loco'led 80 kms owoY {rom the

lnstiiule.

Khenpo's enlouroge included Jeisunmo

Muntso, his niece ond obbess of Pemo

Khondro Duling Nunnery Tserbrum ond

Polzod, iwo olher nieces, Medon, his

sisler, Sog Dhorgyol, lronslgtor, Pemo

Delek, bodyguond, Tsepo ond A geg, both

drivea.
From 25 June2OO2, lhe enlire religious

communi! of Serthor lnslilule orgonised

picnic{orsix doys, during which time there

wos much revelry. Mony, however, {elt

bere{t ol the usuol ioy ond goiety o{ fhe

posl picnics. While the Tibetons express

delight for Khenpo's retum, yet lhey bre

onxious ob'oul whottheluture might hold

{ortheir precious lomo.

TCHRD source reported, "ln the Posl,
Khenpo {requently gove speeches to lhe

moss during onnuol picnics. After losl

yeor's crockdown ot Serthor lnstitute, his

speeches hove become very rore While

Khenpo seemed intimrdoted o{ the Chinese

oulhorities' response should he speok, he

olso did nol wish to submil to theirorden.

He oppeored lo hove lost his lreedom to

speok his mind. Followng his orrivol ol

the inslitute, he did not speok ol oll"
The source furlher commenled, "ll is

dilficult to soy whether Khenpo will be

token owoy to Chino ogoin. Khenpo hos

no choice but to go whenever ond

q9

Recent Information on Khenpo Jigme
Phuntsok's return to Serthar Institute
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5o
Taktsang Lhamo Kirti Monastery.faces Takna
danger of closure Sangp

According lo relioble inlormotion
received from Tibet, Toktsong Uromo Kirii
Monoslery locoted in Dzoge (Ch: Zoige)
Courdy, Ngobo (Ch:Abo) "TAP", Sichuon
Province, foces donger of being closed.
The monks o{ Kirti Monostery ond locol
populoce ore grovely concemed obout
lhe fote o{ the monostery

The dongerevolved olter the Tibetons
of Dzoge Counly oppeoled to the locol
Chinese ouihorities seeking officiol
permission lo ollow Kirti Rinpoche bosed
in Dhoromsolo, lndio, to visit his notive
homelown. The oppeol, writlen ond
submitled by the locol inhobitont, wos
submit ed in the woke o{ recenl Chinese
govemnrenl's off iciol onnouncemenl lhol
m lled for the retu m ol exile Tibelo ns i nto
Tibet v/ilhoul ony reslricfions.

The oppeol wos reiected ond Kirti
Rinpoche wos lobelled os o well-known
"reoclionisi". Tokisong Lhomo Kirti
Monostery wos suspecled lo be
inslrumenlol in speorheoding the oppeol
for invilotion- Eorlier this yeor. lhe
outhorities hove bonned o book by Kirti
Rinpoche titled Hopes ond Aspirotions o{
o Sixty-Yeor-Old Mon (Tronslit: drug cu
rgon po'i re 'dun), lhousonds ol which
hove olreody been distribuled omongsl
the monks ond the locol people.

Pursuonl lo the moss oppeol,.lhe
Chinese oulhorities mode ollegotions in
July 2OO2 fhot Rinpoche's book hos
underlying derogotory messoge.
Furthermore, siern orders were issued
sloting the closure of the monostery
should they {oil to re-collect the books.

Kirti Rinpoche's book, o personol
composilion, deols specificolly with
spirituolity ond delves deeper on lhe
subiect ol monqsiic discipline within the
spirituol comrirunily. The book odvises the
young monks to hold on {os't to their
monoslic vows ond serves os o guideline
in their doily lile os o monk.

The book {irsl sow publicotion in
December 2001. ln eorly 2002, one
thousond pholocopies o{ the book wos
dislributed omong the monks o{ Kiai
Monostery ond olso omong the locol

mosses.

Soon ofter, Chinese of{iciols {rom
Dzoge County ond Ngobo "TAP"
Sichuon Province, were deployed in the
monostery Thei, conduct doily closses for
the monks on "polriolic educotion". The
monks were olso coerced into occepling
responsibility {or moking photocopies ond
subsequenl didribution ol Kiai Rinpoche's
book

ln 1 985, Kirti Rinpoche visited Tibel lo
meel his reloiives but wos unoble to visil
his nolive hometown. At the time Kirti
Rinpoche visited Toktsong Lhomo Kiai
Monoslery bul wos oble lo stoy {or only
{ive doys. Toking inlo considerotion
Rinpoche's populority ond huge spiriiuol
{ollowings.{opproximotely 600,000), the
Chinese outhodties leored thot Rinpoche's
stoy mighl spur the Tibetons to rdvoh
ogoinsi the PRC Government.
Consequenlly, Rinpoche hod to leoveTibet
owing to Chinese pressure.

A Iocol inhobitont lomented, "We, the
locol populoce ond the monoslic
communi\, ore.soddened by the {oci thot
Rinpoche wos unoble lo visit his notive
ploce. We eogerly wish him to return. lt
hos been over {our decqdes thot Kirti
Rinpoche {led {rom his hometown Iirst to
Lhoso ond lhen to lndio in,the oftermoth
o{ Chinese occupotion of Tibel. The eldedy
people onxiously woit lo see their
benevolent Rinpoche once be{ore they
depod lrom the world."

The Xlth Kirti Rinpoche {more populorly
known by this spirituol title), o.k.o. Kirti
Trulku Lobsong Tenzin Jigrne Yeshi Gyofso,
wos born in 1942 in the present-doy Tewo

Coun\, Gonon "TAP", Gonsu Province.
Kirti Rinpoche resides in Kirti Monoslery
set up in exile in Dhoromsolo, lndio. Over
80 bronch monosteries in Tibel come
under the umbrello ond ore ol{ilioted to
Toklsong Lhomo Kiai Monoslery. O

Jigme
o arrlves'tn

for medical
i le .ttlrtcnI

Tibet's longest-serving politicol prisoner
releosed from Dropchi Prison on medicol
porole eorly this yeor orrived in lhe United
Stotes on l3 July 2002 to seek medicol
lreotmed.

Tokno Jigme Songpo, 24, hos served
l9 conlinuous yeors on chorges of
"counterrevolulionory propogondo ond
incilemenl" qnd corried o cumulolive
senlence o{ 41 yeors. Tokno Jigme
Songpo's ocluol releose do'le wos 3
September20l l when he wos lreed nine
yeors prior lo his due dole o{ releose on
3l Morch 2002.

According to Mr. Philip I Reeker,
Deputy Spokesmon o{ the US Stote
Deportment, "His (Tokno Jigme Songpo)
releose on medicol porole ond the recent
pe.mission lo trovel to the United Stotes
for medicoltreotment is lhe resuh ol ocfive
involvemenl of severol Admrnislrolions,
the Deportment o{ Stote ond our diplomots
posted in Chino, Congress, privote
Americons, ond lhe community of non-
govemmenlol orgonisoiions."

Tokno Jigme Songpo is in "prefi good
heolth" despite serious high blood pressure

ond coronory diseose, soid John Komm,
President of the Son Froncisco-bosed
Duihuo Foundotron He soid Jigme
Songpo wos "{roil but mentolly shorp"

Jigme Songpo wos met ol Hore Airport
in Chicogo by o [omily member ond soon
ofier spoke by phone to Prf. Somdhong
Rinpoche, cobinet heod of the Tibeton
government-in-ex,le oncl Lodi Gyori,
Speciol Envoy of the Dqloi Lomo. Prol.
Somdhong Rinpoche expressed his
personol greelings to.Jig,ne Songpo ond
urged him lo toke sulficienl resl.

ln on inlerview with RFAs Tibelon
Service, Tokno Jigme Songpo soid, "To
reolise my complele freedom - ils
unimoginoble This time the Chinese did
not impose ony precondilions lor my
releose ond deporture. They ollowed me
1o go directly with no speciol restrictions.

conlinued on poge 6

US
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This is a regular section profiling political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet 5l

Tibet activist servrng 1S-years sentence

Thupten Yeshi (b. 1950) is o

Iormer {rom, Doshong TownshiP,

Gyomo County, Meldrogungkor
County in "TAR". His {omilY

consists of his wi{e, {ive children,

his mother-in-low ond tuo brother-

in-lows - Tomding ond Sonom

Rinchen.
On 24 April 1992, Yeshi Put uP

pro- independence Poslers on o

neighbourhood tree. The slogons

written on the poslers ottocked the

sociolisl syslem, oPPosed the

sociolist ideologicol educotion,

ond encouroged Peosonts lo
rebel. Yeshi ond o {riend hod

opporently discussed plons to fly o

Tibelon flog {rom locol
government offices, on offence,

which conslitutes "sPreoding
propogondo regording incitemenl

to revolution. "
On 30 June 1992, LhundruP

Doriee, Sonom Doriee, Sonom

Rinchen, ond Kunchok Lodroe,

disrupied o politicol "re-educohon"

meeting ,n the villoge o{ Meldro

Gvomo Trikhong in

Meldrogungkor CountY' TheY

rushed on stoge, seized the

microPhone, ond wrestled with the

officiols shouting Pro-
indePendence ond ontr-Chinese

slolemenls while exhibiting o

Tibeton notionol {log After the

Iour moin demonstrolors were

drooqed owoY ond beoten bY the

' PeoiL'. Armed Police (PAP)'

oooroximotely 100 villogers begon

shoutinq similor slogons Thupten

i..ii *lt susPected o{ being the

"ringleoder" o{ the demonstrolion

olthough he did not personollY

loke port in the demonstrqtion.
On 6 July I 992, ThuPten Yeshi

wos orresled in brood doYlight ond

wos ddtoined in Meldrogungkor
Detenlion Cenlre for neorlY

thirteen doys. During this time his

wi{e, Tsering Yongchen, wos

ollowed to see him once, bul wos

nol ollowed lo tolk. Yongchen wos

shocked to see her husbond in o

poor heolth wilh bruises ond

swellings oll over his foce within

such o short period ln the course

of his detbntion, it is believed thot

he {oced severe beotings ond

lorture. He wos then secreilY

lronsferred to Gulso Delenlion

Centre (locoted eost o{ Lhoso}, for

olmost three monlhs.

Meonwhile, the oulhorities come

lo know oboul o Pointed Tibeton

notionol {log on the front gote of

Yeshi's house. SubsequentlY, high

outhorities {rom Lhoso ond GYomo

Township PSB oflicers come to

interrogole the {omilY ol regulor

intervols. Sometimes, the

outhorities would even droP in for

insoeclion ond interrogolion

during nighttime. Despite officiol

lhreots, the oulhorities hove nol

been oble lo con{iscole his house

due to evident Public suPPort for

the {omilY.
On 20 October 1992, Lhoso

lntermediote PeoPle's Court

sentenced him lo I 5 Yeors'

imorisonmenl ond {ive Yeors'

l"lrirotion o{ politicol rights The

Iour oihers who porticipoted in the

demonslrotion were Lhund ruP

Doriee, Sonom Doriee, Sonom

Rinchen (Thuplen Yeshi's brother-
in-low) ond Kunchok Lodroe. All

{our men were senlenced to l3
yeors' imprisonmenl with {our
yeors' deprivotion of Politicol
righls. Sonom Rinchen died whilst

in Dropchi Prison in JonuorY

2000, ond Kunchok Lodroe wos

releosed on medicol Porole
Thupten Yeshi, Lhu ndrup Dorlee

ond Sonom Doriee ore currenllY

serving their senlence in DroPchi

Prison.
A former Dropchi inmote

recolled, " I sow ThuPten Yeshi

when he first come to DroPchi

Prison. The new Prisoners were

ordered to reod out Prison lows

{rom the books thot were given to

them but Yeshi re{used lo do so.

lnsteod, he chonled montros om

moni podme hun.Ihis in{urioted

the prison of{iciol who beoi Yeshi

witl-r eleclric boton Yeshi snotched

the boton {rom the officiol ond
'threw it owoy. For this crime, Yeshi

wos kepl in o solitory con{inemenl

cell {or olmost {ive doYs during

which time he wos tortured ond

beolen severely. The prison inmotes

odvised him to oPologise to the

prison officiols os thot might bring

ohout o reduction in his

ounishment He relented o{ter

much Persuosion He 's very hord'

robusl'ond never eosily gives up his

slond even oiter lot o{ punishment'

He is Polriotic lo lhe core'"
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Exile returnee
arrested, his
whereabouts
unknown

According to relioble in{ormolion
received by TCHRD, on 1 4 .Moy 2OO2,
Dhondup, on exile relumee, wos orresled
in Lhoso. To dote his current whereobouh
remoin unknown-

The informo nl, who reqched
Kothmondu, Nepol, on I July 2002 soid,
"lt wos oround midnight of I 4 Moy 2002.
Dhondup, his four-yeor-old doughter ond
I were in his renied house ol Tromsikhong
in Lhoso when three elderly policemen in
civilion dress borged into the room. They
produced on lq which I dored not look
ol corefully. They immediotely interrogoted
me obout my ploce o{ origin, my
relotionship with Dhondup odd purpose
ol my stoy in Lhoso. Then lhey tumed to
Dhondup ond told him to follow them qs
thay hove somelhing io osk him in privote.
I tried to ioin Dhondup outside but then
the policemen ordered me lo remoin
inside ond to look o{ter the girl. They
ossured me ol the time thot Dhondup
would retum right owoy. However, I hod
no news ol him since the incidenl."

"The next doy{eoring lurther inquiries
ond horossmani, I decided io flee from
Tibel. When I reoched Drom (Iibet-Nepol)
border, I colled up friends in Lhoso for
inbrmolion bdb no ovoil. Noneolthem
heord onything obout Dhondup nor were
they willing to risk trouble {or being
ossocioted with Dhondu/.

Dhondup hod been to Indio twice
belore ond retumed to lhoso in 2001 .

There were rumours be{ore ihe octuol
orresl lhol police were lookino {or
Dhondup. His reom $7q5 5urprisingiy not
ronsqcked lor incriminoiing evidences.

No furtherdetoils ore ovqiloble of this
momenl. a

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Travellers' account of Tibet
experlence

Two loreign tourists, yoki plofl ond
Sineod Ni Ghoirbhith, trovelled o<tensively
in Tibet in the month ofApril-June 2002
moinly through the Khom ond Amdo
regions. Since boih of them spoke ond
undealood o little Tibeton, they "got lo
leorn o lot oboul lhe currenl siluolion in
the oreos" they visiled.

Their occount rellecl experiences ond
obseryolions lrom lhe ploces in Tibel
occording lo the route thsy took: Dortsedo,
Lhogong, Lithong, Towu, Korze,
Rongbohong, Moigongo, Derge, Sershul,
Jeykundo, Nongchin, Moto, Golok,
Tongden, Tsekok, Henon, Mochu,
Lobrong, Silingond Lhoso.

5L

ond pidures of Moo must be disployed in
clossrooms ond Tibeton hislory is nol
ollowed to be tought_ ln these schools,
however, the Tibeton spirit is very much
olive ond lhe sfudenh ore much owore o{
the current politicol ond religious
repression.

Sludenls who ottend the Chinese
schools moster Chinese belterihqn lhose
who ottend the Tibeton schools. Since q
hlgh level o{ Chinese longuoge is
prerequisite for ony govemmenl iob, those
who ottend the Chinese schools hove
beflerchonces.

Heohh
ln mosl moior lowns lhol we hove been

lo in Khom ond Amdo, lhere ore either
Tibeion ond ollopothic hospilols or
clinics. This is greot, Ior those who con
offord il! ln Lithong in Khom, we met o
mon who hod broken his leg o month
be{ore. He hod been bed ridden since he
could not offord the 4OORMB he wouid
hove lo poy i{ he wonled to get treoted in
the hospitol there. 5o you con soy there
ore better heolth core {ocilities in Tibet,
but lhere is no free heolth core iind thol it
hos improved, Iike the roods, in oreos
populoted by Chinese.

While stoying with boih {ormers ond
nomods we sow thot there is little i{ ony
oworeness of bosic hygiene ond
heoithcore e.g. no woshing of honds,
brushing teeth, ond most younq Tibeton
men smoke, even children os young os
live yeors old in some ploces, ond in {ront
of lhe porents. Cigorettes ore dirt cheop
os is beer, which is cheoper lhon woler.

E nviron menl
Obvious mqss deloreslolion in mony

ports o{ Khom ond Amdo (eoslern Tibet
now known os Sichuon ond einghoi).
Mony oreos wilh nothing on the mouniotn
sides.but bonen lond with tree stumps ond
deod trees still roflrng by the rivers edge f
e.g. outside Towu {Doo{u) Khom on the
rood.to Gonze ond between Derge ond
rvronrgongo. lo quole o locol former in

Educolion
Whi16 trovelling in Khom ond Amdo,

we sow {ew schools, moinly divided into
lhree cotegoriis:

Chinese schools (like in Dortsedo)
where oll subiecls ore tought in Chinese
ond no Tibeton subiects ore loughl, nol
even Tibeton longuoge ohhough in some
coses mosl oflhe sludenls ore Tibelon.

- Chinese medium schools in which
Tibelon longuoge is tought justos onotler
subject opd oll other sublects (like
Chinese, Moths, Science ond Chinese
History) ore tought in Chinese only. Tibaon
history philosophy ond ods ore not tought
in these schools. This is the type ol school
mosl prominenl in Tibet.

- Tibeton schools which ore run mostly
in Tibeton. Chinese longuoge is, o{ course,

'tought in these schools, but oll other
subjects ore lought in Tibeton. Mony o{
those schools ore not gefiing much
funding.from the government, il ony, ond
most o{ the money comes lrom oulside
Chino ond foreign funds, Rinpoches in
exile etc. These schools ore getting threoh
ol closing down from lime lo lime, os il
obviously con be o ploce for politicol
unresl.

The control of schools vories {rom ploce
lo ploce. ln some ol them ioreign English
reochen,. who come on voluntory bosis,
ore not ollowed to leoch. The Chinese flog
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lhol oreo "lhere used to be mony diflerent
onimols here, when lhere were lrees, now
everylhing's gone.

ln Dorlsedo (Khonding) Khom there wos

o big sign on the rood sign soying 'Plont
Trees, Good for Environment", yel Khom
Aid Foundoiion were relused to go oheod

wilh o moss tree plonlolion in some oreos.

There ore new lrees being ploirted in mony

oreos, bul in'mony coses on lond where

the formea used to grow borley {lhe stople

dier in Tibe{.
Duelo moss rerouling ond domming o{

the moior rivers o lol of oroble lond hos

become o {lood ploin ond in most ol these

oreos lhe lormen ore forced lo plont trees

with little subsidy to compemote lor the loss

of their bodey horvest.

For exomple, we sow on lhe woy lo hol
springs in Rongbotsong, olllhe oroble lond

is noe plonled wilh lrees. Al leosl lhere were

hord 
",<,,ods 

but not lruit beoring though,

lhis ot leost would give lhe lormers some

immediole relum from the lree plonling.

There is o strict policy os regords culting

down lrees in lhese provinces ond yel we

oltcn sow truckloods ol kees comi ng lrom

the 'TAR' oreo (moslly lrees behreen holf

o meier ond o meier in diomeler) e.9. sow

ot leo$ 20 truckloods on lhe rood leoding

lrom Rongbolsong lo Monigongo oround

7 Moy 2@2. Locol people suggested thot

the trucks were coming {rom inside the

'TARI ond olso soid thot they ore still used

lo seeing lhose trucks looded with timber'

Tibel is nolo cleon ploce onymore os lhere

is litler everywhere in lowns ond in mony

villoges - especiolly in rivea. Mony ploces

look like on ecologicol disoster - iust like

ony other Third World Country'

Woler
While trovelling in Eostem Tibei more

olten lhon nol, lhe rood lollows lhe poth

o{ lhe river. Neorly every river we sow

seemed lo hove been lompered wilh in

some woys, in mony coses lhe riverbed
wos len times wider thon the exisling
{lowing woter. We were there in spring sci

it seems thol il wosn't o cose ol lust being
lhere during o roinloll seoson. Also we
sow mony doms ond chonnelling of woter

through conols, e,g. the river flo,ning hom
Derge - Monigongo - Khom. ln most

lowns lhe rivers hove become rivers of
plostic, mostly blue shopping bogs ond
plostic bottles from iizzy drinks. ln mony

ploces moss gorboge is being dumped in

lhe rivers. ll seems lhol the locol
populotion, both Tibetons ond Chinese
hove very litlle educolion, i{ ony, oboul
environmenlol problems.

Cu hure
fu regords lolk culture, generolly

speoking, it seems thol in rurol oreos

Tibelons ore living lhe some woy os they

hwe been {or o long time, eoting the some

food, weoring the locollroditionol dress,

singing troditionolsongs ond hove sirong

Ioith in the Buddho's teochings ond

unqueslionoble loilh in the Doloi 'qmo.
Ol course in ony o{lhe lowns we hove

been lo, it's o difierea story Some Tibe{ors

will even give you their Chinese nome

(which they ore given in schoollwhen you

osk them- Here loo, especiolly in border

oreos such os Dorlsedo, young Tibelons

seem lo hove olmosl completely losttheir

Tibeton identi\. When we osked them why

this wos so, monytimes lhe replywos lhol

their porents iust$ink thot il will moke for

on eosier li{e {or their children if they ore

left to beliere whot they ore toughl in

schools (where lhe sludenls ore

indoctrinoted os Chinese) ond procticolly

doily by lhe medio.

The spoken Tibeton longuoge in Tibei

hos odopted mony Chinese words The

most populor cunenl singer in Tibet is o

Tibeton guy who sings obout the beouty

o{ Tibbt but in Chinese. ln Khom ond

Amdo, most ol the shoPs, restourorts,

ofiices ond holels hove signs only in

Chinese ond not in Tibeton (most business

seems to be owned by Chinese ond during

53
our stoy in Tibet we met only one Chinese
who spoke Tibelon). Mony olthe modem
Chinese everydoy qssimiloted into the
Tibeton woy of living such os smoking,
ploying srrcoker, populor Chinese muiic
ond Chinese TV

And os lor moking the Tibelon - Hon
Chinese, in cities ond iowns the Chinese

ore hoving some success with il while in
lhe countrpide it is less evidenl. ln mony

iowns thot we hove been to, Tibetons
hove odopied Chinese behoviours of
choin smoking. Some Tibelons give you

first their Chinese nome os lhol is whol
lhey were given in schools; they speok
wilh eoch other in Chinese.

lnterestingly, it seems thot Tibeton

cuhure is olso developing in il own
couse. ln l-hoso we sow some exhibitions

ol modem Tibelon pointing ond olso
Tibetons doncing troditionol donces to
modem Tibeton music.

Holv instilulions/ploces
ln some monosleries ond holy ploces

on entronce lee is chorged. lt is such o
shome lor turning holy ploces inlo
business, completely ogoinsl lhe
Buddhist spir , We wonled to go ond

see o speciol prinling ploce lor Holy

Scriptures thot is olso o Pilgrimoge site

{or mony, h wos sod lo see lhol moneY

hos blinded the eyes o{ people oround.

lley chorge 3- 7 dollo rs {or entro nce lee,

even if oll lhe Printing house's
workshops ore closed ond whot you con

see is only bore wolls ond even i{ orre

wonled lusl lo go ond see the monostery

inside - one hos lo PoY.

ln Song-Chu (Xiohe in Chinese) - the

homelown of Lobrong Monoslery the

ploce is so shocking. The Chinese hove

turned the monoslery inlo o louris.t's

circus. lt wos so unreolthot we decided

to skipthe guided tour into the "Chinese-

Tibelon monostery" which cos, o loi o{

money. Acluolly people ore not ollowed

lo go in without poying o log o{ money

ond toking o tour guide So we

circumombuloled the monoslery Ior

couple ol hours ond low some ports o{

lhe monoslery The monostery is widely

used lor Chinese propogondo ond wos

portly interesting lo see how it wo*s,

coniinued on next Poge

Roods
There ore rood improvements oll over

these two provinces, with busloods o{

Chinese being shipped in lo live on ttie

roodsides to do the wo* in Amdo ond

mostly Tibelons in Khom. However,

onyrhere lhot lhere ore still only Tibetons

living i.e. reolly rurol remole oreos There

ore no roods iust dirf lrocks The overoge

doily woge vories from 
'! 2 to I 5 RMB ond

in Gonz" oreo often where lhlre ore both

Chinese ond Tibetons wo*ing on the roods

logether, the Chinese ore poid ihree times

more lhon lheir Tibeton counlerporls'
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portly sod ond portly so ridiculous os

somelimos it goes to o reol low level one.
We visited len, temples bnd mono-steries

in ond oround lJroso. ln oll of them ihe
foreignea ore forced lo poy o lot o{ money

ond lol of it ends up in the Chinese honds
(lhough some Tibetons chorge the money

very enlhusioslicolly). For exomple the
entronce {ee to lhe Potolo Poloce, the
{onner poloce ol H.H. the Doloi Lonro ond
,he lormer seof o{ +re Tibebn govemmenl,

is 70 Yuon (obout 9$) ond lhere ore some

oddilionol fees inside. Some o{ the rooms

in the poloce ore decoroled with
propogondo signs thot emphosise ond
demonslrole the "rightful' cloim o{ the
Chinese overTibel. ll is somelimes written
in such o childish woy thol I wonder il the
Chinese govemmenl think thot everyone

is so stupid to get their low level
propogondo os simple os thot.

ln Kumbum Monostery bylhe woy, the

Chinese still screen o propogondo movie,
lull of lies, telling how the {ormerTibelon
govemment ond lhe Doloi Lomo himsel{
ployed o moior role in oppressing lhe
Tibeton people ond how Tibetons live
hoppily now underthe Chinese rule. The
Tibetons ore not ollowed to own pictures
o{ H.H. in their homes (ond lheir houses
ore seorched from lime to time) ond
proyen lor his long life ore bonned. The
Chinese govemmenl chorge money {or
Potolo ond Norbulingko - ond oll the
money goes into their rcckets. 50 this
double stondord is quite obvious but the
Chinese dor/t see ony problem with thot.

Buddhists, Hindus qnd Joins consider
Mount Koilosh holy ond thot mokes it holy
lo more thqn one billion people! Mony
foreignerc join the Tibetons to moke o
pilgrimoge to lhe holy mountoin but here
lhey ore olso chorged o lot ol money - 50
Yuon lor every circle qround lhe mountoin
ond more lhon 100 Yuon foreven pitching
up o tenl somewhere! Tuming the religion
inlo o business is such o wosle ond horms
so much ofthe purity ond fie spiril ol thot
poth ond it is such o shome thot mony
Tibetons loke pori in ihis Chinese woy -

moking o shop oul o{ religion.<}

Chinese monopoly
in schools and
business

Tsering Yongzo, 17, originolly from
Tingri County, Shigohe "TAP', reported
to TCHRD, "l ottended Tingri County
Primory School when I wos smoll. There

were obout 450-500 students. All the
studenls ore Tibelon ond olmost oll the
leochen ore olso Tibeton. We don't need
to poy ichool {ees. Since I 997, students
ore even provided with school unilorm
ond those with forming bockground need
nol poy 50 yuon forthe uniform,'

"ln the middle school lhol I ottended
{or hrvo yeon, ollthe teochers ore Chinese
Universily groduoles, ond lhey ore mostly
{rom Sichuon. The students foce huge
problem understonding their lessons thol
ore olltought in Chinese medium. There
never wos.ony free Tibel ocliviiies in lhe
school. The studenis poy more oflenlion
to Chinese closses, ond il is common
knowledgelhot leoming Tibelon does not
o{ler much scope in {ulure coreer."

"l dropped oul of lhe Middle School
ofler lwo yeors. There is lhis prevolent
beliel thot ony {ormer's children who do
not hove higher o{ficiol conloct normolly
con not {ind iobs even otter school.
Thereofter, I went to Lhoso ond lived wilh
my ount. There, lwo*ed in o Tibeton
reslouront lor six months, ond I wos poid
300 yuon o month. fu the business wos
nol doing well, I lefl the restouront.

"Conceming populotion composilion,
the district heod of Tingri County is o
Chinese notionol lrom Shonghoi. ln
Shekor Coun\, Chinese run most ol lhe
shops, reslouronls, vegetoble grocery
disco, theotre ond bors. There ore three
brolhels in Shekor County owned by
Chinese wiih opproximotely 9-'l 5
proslilules. The clients ore moslly ormy
personnelfrom the neorby Chinese ormy
comp. I hove heord obout AIDS while in
school, ond people soy it is incuroble
diseose, but I don'i know how it is
in{ected-"

"Though the locol Tibeton populofion
is for more thon the.Chinese immigronts,
*ey dominote lhe nnior economic oudels.

lf ony one is gone lo lndio, lhen his or
her lomily member is not ollowed to iorn
Chinese ormy. Thus, on escopee's {omily
is victimized through limiting their
opporlunities ond righls. "

Loler, I come lo Drom qnd monoged
lo obtoin o wo*ing permit in Drom for
one monlh. I worked in the Tibeton- run
reslouront ol Drom ond served beer lo
the clienh. ln Drom I olso mel severol ol
my clossmoles. They were wo*ing in
discotheques ond bon. As {or os I know,

nol o single student from my school gol o
decent iob ofter finishing school. (lt con
be in{erred lhol the'Chinese educotion
policyforTibetons is nol encouroging ond
the ovoilobility o{ schooling opportunity
in such oreo os Shekor is iusl on
eyewosh). Educotion does nol guoronlee
o good employmenl for us.

I reqched Tibelon Receplion Cenlre in
Nepol on 7 July 2002. I wonl to 9o to o
school ond leom English. There ore nnny
young Tibelon girls who con speok English

ond they ore hired in Lhoso. So, I think il
know English well, I will return to Tibet
ond wo*. The employment moy nol be o
problem then." o

continued {rom poge 2

I om unsure whelher I will be oble io retum
to Tibet ofier my medicol treotmenl here.
My fict priority is my heollh. I connot soy
Ior sure whd I will do. I will study rhe
siluolion os il comes. Since, I now hove
complete {reedom, I hope lo live o betier
lile. lt is difficuh to soy whot will hoppen.,,

The firsl holfol2002 witnessed releoses
of severol prominent Tibeton politicol
prisoners ol Tibel by Chinese oulhorities.
This hos led to speculolions obout
improving humon righls condition inside
Tibel. However, the foct is thot these
polilicol prisoners os well os those who
conlinue to be incorceroted in Chinese
loils hove been orbitrorily deloined for
exercising lheir fundomentql righh. They
did not deserve to be l.reld, did not deserve
to suf{er endless torture ond punishmenls,
otlimes leoding to deoths ondfinollythe 7
Chinese governmelrl does not deserve to
toke credit for lheir releose ond bolster
their imoge in the internqtionol community
for "upholding" hurnon rights.

-
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Ms Youdon Au ko tso ng, Senior
Progromme O{{icer o{ TCHRD, gove

orien'lotion to the Tibelon Fulbright
scholors oi DllR Lhokpo Tsering Memoriol

Holl on 10 July 2002.
Ms. Aukotsong tolked obout humon

rights concepts ond lhe current humon

righls situotion inside Tibet. She olso gove

guidelines to the scholors obotrl how to

opprooch Tibel questions while in U5. An

inleroclive queslion-onswer session

followed the tolk.

These Fulbrighl scholors ore expeded
to leove shorlly to US to pursue {urther

studies.

Adieu ro TCHRD
stoff

Mr Goden Toshi, Field O{{icer ot
Kothmondu Bronch Office of TCHRD,

Nepol, resigned in Moy 2002. Mr. Toshr,

hod served the Centre since Februory

1998.

Goden Toshi, o {ormer politicol prisoner

in Tibet, hod porlicipoled in the Morch 5,
'1988 demonstrotion in Lhoso during the
Monlom {estivol ond wos orrested on lhe

some doy ond token lo Gulso Detenlion
Cenire. Alter one modh he wos irons{erred

to Seitru Detention Cenlre. After o formol

orrest in.July 1988 ond hoving been found
guilty o{ "co{,nler-revolutaonory" oclivilies,

the "TAR" People's Courl senlenced him

lo lhree yeors'imprisonment ond
deprivotion of polilicol righls {or one yeor

At Dropchi, Goden Toshi formed on
independence group with three olher
prisorers. When the prison oulhorilies
discovered some o{ their pomphlets, his

senlence wos increosed by on oddilionol
nine yeors. His honds ond legs were
monocled lor over o yeor unlil he losl oll
{eeling in his legs ond wos hospitolised in

November I 992. He remoined in hosprlol

{or over '18 months itill monocled ond
wos lhen releosed on medicol porole. He

escoped to lndio in November I 995. Toshi

ioined the Centre in I998 os o {ield officer

in our Nepol office.
TCHRD wishes him success ond

hoppiness in his {uture ond hope his sense

of polriotism ond sincerity inspire'ond spur
people inlo posilive oclion. r)

TCHRD New Field
Officer

TCHRD welcomes Mr. Dowo Tsering

who wos selected os the new Field Officer

o{ lhe cenlre's brqnch o{fice in

s5

Kothmondu, Nepol. The seleclion wos

done ofier conducling wrilten lesl os well

os orol inlerview o{ I 7 quoli{ied oppliconls
in eorly June 2002. Tsering joined of{ice
on I 5 June 2002.

Dowo Tsering, originolly lrom Lhoso

Mu n icipo lity, porticipoted in pro-
.independence demonslrolions ol I

October 1987, 5 Morch I 988 qnd 5-7
Morch I 989 ({or lhree conseculive doys)

in Lhoso.

Dowo Tsering wos {inolly onested on 1 3
June 

,l989 
ond lronsferred'to Songyib

Delention Centre o{ter lwo monlhs'
delenlion. Loter he wos trons{erred lo Sietru

Detention Cenlre ond wos detoined {orone
month. Loter, the "TAR" lnlermediole
People's Court {ormolly sentenced Dowo
Tsering lo lour yeors' imprisonment in

Dropchi Prison.

Hewos releosed on I4 June 1993 ond
escoped into exile in lndiq in September
I 993. Since then, he hod been sludyrng

in Soroh Buddhisl Diolectics. Dhoromsolo,

H.P.'
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Chinese authorities close
down a
School

pflvate Tibetan
d Arrested Mother

released rvith her
babv from Nepal
Jail

According lo relioble informotion
received frorn Tibet, Tso-Sursdrool (konslit

kho zur) populorly kno*n os Tsong-Sul
school, o privr.rte Tibeton school in Lhoso,
wos reportedly closed by lhe Chinese
governmenl ot lhe end of July 2002.

The school wos first founded in 1988
through the ioint efforts of lhree Tibeton
individuols lo pionrole ond preserve

F Tibeton longuoge. ln ih initiol yeors the
school wos run on volunlory contribulions
by the sludents, but loter it otlrocled
[unding from obrood.

The moiority of the leochers were lormer
politicol prisoners or people with hislory
of poliiicol oclivilies. The first principol of
the schocl, lobsong Yonlen clios Tsong-
Sul Shonglo, wos deloined for eight
monlhs in Moy 1993 when he ottempled
to hond over documents to o visiling
Europeon delegolion in Lhoso. He pcssgd
owoy on 30 October 1994. AJter Lobsorg
Yonten's deofi, Topgyollook over ond ron
lhe school up unlil ils closure

The populority of Tsongsul School wos
bosed on iis minimol schoolfees ond [righ
slondord of teoching. Upto the Middle
School level, similor curriculum wos
followed os in olher schools, except lhot
Tibelon wos the moin subje<:t, followed
by Chinese, Mcrths, ond English.

' According k, one refugr-.e ,fio orrived in
1995, there were 120 studenh lhen, rvith
no reslrictions or condilions imposed on
lhe studerrh.

ln 2002, the school hod 500 studenrs,

of rrhom 60 sfu denh-oll orphons-received
free educotion while the others, who
generolly were unoble lo poy lhe exorbilont
fees osked by olher schools, poid o
nonrinol fee of 20 Yuon per semesler.
Jhere were l2 teochers in the school with
Topgyol os the direclor, odminisholor ond
fhe moin teocher.

According to informotion provided by
{ormer studenls wfio spoke to TCHRD, lhe
school wos progressing well. However
since 2001, problems were coused by tlre
locol government scl<rc|, Yuellrong Schcrcl

no. l. Porents siorled removing lheir
children from thc governmenl school to
odmil thenr lo Tsongsul School, ond the
qulhorilies of fhe governmenl school
blcrrned Tsongsul School for their
dwindling sfuclent populotion. "

locol residenfs believe thol the rising
populorily of th. school os well os lhe
school's foilure to follovr lhe governmenl'.
demonds to collecl higher school fees
were coio[sh forlhe cl<xure. Goverornent
outhorilies opporenfly olleged thol fie
school wos offiliqted with lhe 'Doloi
Clique'.

The school cornpus <rnd clossrooms
hod been rented from o locol fomily.
llowever: following ilre recenl orders frcm
ilre governmenl, lhe londlord w.rs no
longer permitled to rent the premise for
schooling purposes. Alllhe leochers ore
uneorployed ond1he {ole of he children
unk4own.

According to reli<rble TCHRD source,
on Fridoy, 23 August 2OO?. lenzin
Yongzom ond herboby were releosed fiom
the Dili Bozqqr prison in Kothmondu,
Nepol. A Germon physicion hod been
er<omining Tenln Yongzorn ond diognosed
typhoid in coniunclion wi$ her olreody
froil physicol condition. Recognising the
seriousness of her conJifiorr, the physicion
orgonised to poy the residuol fine of NC
121,897 of,er cr reduction NC 25 for eoci
doy o{ inlemmenl, which ensured Tenzin's
releose-.

N4other ond child ore ncrv both under
lhe core of Tibetqn Receptic.,n Centre's
clinic, wt,ere lhe boby boy hos recovered
from o mild gustric prcl,lenr Tenzin
Yonqzom wos exlremeiy wcok ol lhe time
o{ her releose, ond i; nr>^ recovering
under lhe constonl co:e of the kind
physicion ond the Clinir stoff. Tenzirr will
reiurn to Dho'omsoio once her heolth
condilion in-!provcs.

Tenzin Yongzom, olong with eighto$er
sfu de nh from A,rrrlo were refu rn ing to Iibel.
when they were orresled on 22 August
2001 by Nepoli Security Personnel ot
Thongkot, the lorgest checkpoint ot the
Nepol-lndio border. An exorbitont omount
of US $1,365 per person ond on
odditionol penohy of 20,000 l.lepoli
Currency (NC) for illegolly crossing the
border; lotoling NC Rs l2l ,897.25 per
person were imposed on fhe eight
studenh. Non-poyment corried o defoult
sentence of l0 yeors' imprisorrnrenl.

f/
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Unoble lo poy lhis huge sum,'lhe studenh
hqve been lingering in prison since
Augusl losl yeor. Tenzin Yongzom, 19,
gove bidh lo Tenzin Dhondhup while in
prison. Her heohh condition becqme
crilicol ofler giving birth. Every effort in
the posl lo gel the ill molher ond boby
oul on rnedicol porole foiled. Severol

concemed humon righh groups including
TCHRD ond individools hod been voicing
their prolesh ond providing food lot both
the mother ond the child.

Efforts ore underwoy for the releose o[
the remoining Tibelons in fhe prison, o[
whom il is reporl,ed thot one mole, Sonom

Gyolhen Lomo is in serious ill heohh.

Affluent businessmon
flees Tibet

Nyimo Tsering is o 32 yeor-old thonko
pointer lrom Lobrong. He fled Tibet ond
orrived in lndio in August 2002.

Nyimo wos for o brie{ momenl in lhe

Chinese ormy following vrhich he wos

ossisling his uncle in Lhoso wilh his

business, which did nol run well. This

prompfed Nyimo lo storl his own venture

rnto business by opening o shop in

Shigotse in 2000.
"The procedure wos lenglhy os permih

ore usuolly not gronied to lhose from

ouiside 'TAR" ond inrolved heovy bribing

to the of{iciols. Additionolly ihe toxes one

hos lo poy per month is exorbilont. [o
this office (Kunshong) o monthly tox o[

Yuon 70 should be poid. Every month

one hos lo poy l2O yuon io ihe tox

deporlmenl. This is excluding the

"cleonliness" tox of yuon 80, 300 Yuon

to the fire deporlmenl, ond 12 to the

woler."
"The shop wos initiolly deoling with

pointing {urniture ond toiloring works. I

hod ot first three opprenlices from poor

v illo ge bockground GroduollY, I

exponded my business ond eventuolly

opened o reslouront. I hod opproximotely

86 employees ond progress wos ropid'

The Shigohe TV network even publicised

my rise in business os o successful privole

enlrepreneur. My compony wos nomed

"Amdo Toiloring Shop". At the height o{
my success in business, I hod property
worlh on estimqled Yuon 6,00,000.

Around 6 August 2001 , during one of
lhe infomous rondom visits, policemen
come ond confiscoted 20 poirs o{ corpeh
(opprox. cost 4000 yuon per poir) ond
l2 thonkos (religiot-'s woll hcrnging
scrolls). These inspections <rre ocluolly
meonl for surveillonce of ony unregistered

guesls. The lhonkos *ere o[ Chenregzig
(god o[ compossion, the Dolor lomo is

very often re{ered lo os the monifestotion
o{ Chenregzig) ond opproximolely cost

Yuon 20,000 eoch. The next doy oll the

con{iscoted lhonkos were burnt right in
front o[ my eyes. lwos olso frned Yuon

6000 olthough ltold them thot ldid not
hove lhe money lo poy ihot sort of fine.
When I clcrirned my innocence they soid
thot lhove done them on purpose. They

soid, "when you drow or slilch snow lions

ond snow mounloins lhen it is o polilicol
offence.""

"l wos deloined, hied ond sentenced
lo three yeors in Ngomring Prison,
Shigolse. Wlhin two monlhs in lheprison,
I wos ossiqned lo drow lhe Pololo Poloce

hy the ioil outhorilies in order lo roise

prison fund. The drowing took o little over
o monlh. Upon ils complelion, lhe prison

officiols sold if toShiqotse Gogchen shop

Ior Yuon 14,000. As recognition of lhis

conlribulion, lwos lo be releosed *ell
before my prison term. I spenl ihree
monlhs in Ngomring Prison. Atihottime
lhere were obout 300 prisoners, oll serving

up to 3 ye<rrs' imprisonmenl. Prisoners

serving longer senlences were senl io
Dropchi."

"Upon my releose, I relurned lo
Shigolse however, nry reslouronl wos

closed ond olllhe items were con[iscoted.

lwos {inonciolly completely bonkrupt. All

my employees hod relurned l<, their

homes. lwos prohibited from conlinuing

my business."

Access to informotion
denied

Accor ding to inlormolion received from

Tibet in eorly Augusl, locol ond regionol

govemmenh ore imposing reslriclions on
the use o{ Inlernet ond odopting vorious

melhods lo iom foreign rodio broodcosh.
This oilempl hos creoled on olmosphere
of leor ond intimidotion for the Tibelon
people to lislen to the rodio broodcosl.
Reporls indicote thot the oulhorilies hove
ottempted to instoll hi bch equipmenl thot
would couse dislurbonces ond iom lhe
wove.

According to o testimony from o Tibekrn
{rom Ngobo 'Tibeton Autonomous
Prefeclure', "|n Ngobo, on equipmenf
*os inslolled under the prelexl of replocing

on old duplicote mobile service. Since lhe

instoll<rtion, lhe rodio broodcosts h<rve

been blurred qnd borely oudible. lt is the
new godgel instolled ihot hos directly
o{fected lhe quolity of the broodcostwhich
now sounds distonl ond iommed with o
lot o{ bloring loud cocophony."

Katmap
and two
arfested

a's tutor
assistants

Within o period of six months lhis yeor

the Chinese outhorilies orresled Yonqzin

Nyimo, tutor of Kormopo Ugyen Trinley

Doriee, ond two other monks nomely
Thupten ond Nomlo in Tibet.

According to o relioble source, who
wonls lo remoin ononymous, monk
Thuplen uvos orresled in Jonuory while

tryinq lo flee Tibet, Nomlo in Morch in

eoslern [ibet; ond lulor Nyimo in June rn

Kongpo. Uncon [irmed recenl report
emonoting {rom Tibet indicr.rles lholTutor

Nyimo is underloking o hunger stike os

o mork of prolest *hile in custody. TCHRD

hos not received ony confirmed reports

oboul where lhey ore being currently held

ond their heohh conditions.

Meonwhile in lndio, the Kormopo hos

expressed serious concern {or the well

being of the ihree rnonks. ln o recent press

slotemenlin August, he oppeoled forthe

three monk's immediote releose ond

urged lhe Chinese oulhorities not to lcrture

fiem in prison.
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A Tibetan Monk and four others
incarcerated since 1994

This is a regular section profiling current political prisoners currenfly imprisoned in Tibet sJ

Lobsong Polden wos 27 yeors
old when he wos orresled on 29
lr,4o rch 1994 by Poshoe County
(situoted 45 Kms south wesl of
Chomdo lown) Public Security
Bureou Officers. Lobsong, o monk
of Serwo Monostery wos orresled
olong with four other monks from
lhe some monqstery. They include,
Chime Dorle lb. 1967), Lobsong
jinpo (b. I 971 ) loy nome Pemo

Tsering, Jompo Toshi {b. i 968)
ond Lobsong Tsegyol (b. 1963) loy
nome Lobsong Tendorr.

According to o Tibel TV

broodcosl on 26 July which wos
molilored by the BBC, oll were
convicted of "cou nierrevoluliono ry
propogondo". The officiol Chinese
onnouncemeni soid thot ihe
prisoners ore oll from "Rizhi

township", o pporently o Chinese
rendering for Riiri (ri-khrid), o
remole lownhsip olso colled Do-ser
in the nodhern port of ihe couniry

of Poshoe (Ch: Boxoi).

The prisoners were convicted bY

lhe Chomdo Prefeciurol

lntermediole Coud for o{lences

commifled on 29 Morci 1994
They were poroded ot o Public
sentencing ro lly.

Accgrding to the Chinese

longuoge W broodcost, "At

oround 20.00 (houn) on on 29

Morch, the five occused, ormed

with iheir reoctionory slogons ond
the odhesive they hod prepored
eorlier, orrived in the proxinrity of
lhe iownship (Ritri) people's
governmenl building ond Jigme
Dorie (Chime Dorie) ond Lobsonq
Tsegye proceeded'to put up o
poster beoring reocliono ry slogons
on q door lo the lefi of the
township people's governmenl
building".

Reporls received from refugees
ol ihe time iestify thoi the foct thot
lhe Tibelons removed lhe nome
boords from lwo locol o{fices
oggrovoled the Chinese
outhoriiies- The nome boords bore
the titles " Porty People's
Governmeni" ond "Township
People's Govemmenl."

According to on ononymous
locol leoder, "They hod lurned over
ihe oddress plote o{ lhe
govemment building ond they

moved the oddress plote of lhe
township porty commifiee bro nch

building to o roodside 90 meleres

from ihe lownship governmenl
building, smoshed it with o rock

ond siuck the smoshed piece

upside down on the roodside to

indicote thol lhey were

overthrowing the lownshiP

people's govemmenl".

Addillonolly, ihe monks Pul uP

poslers colling for indePendence

Lobsang Pilden

ond srgned their nonres r"ith the
note, "We ore monks from Serwo

Monosiery."
They lhen comondeered qn

officiol cor ond drove lo lhe county
heodquoriers qt Pqshoe where they
put up more posters before being
orresled.

There were reports thot ihe five
were repodedly kept in oeriol
suspension ot lhe goie of the

County PSB by their orms
immedioiely ofter lheir qrrest.

Lobsong Polden ond Jompo
Toshi were senlenced 1o l2 yeors'

rmprisonmenl, while Chrme.Dorie,
Lobsong Tsegyol ond Pemo Tsertng

were sentenced to 1 5 yeors'

imprisonmenl.
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Kolochokro lnitiotion
in Tibel Prohibiled

Tenzin P<rls<rntt r. <, l9 yetrr-old rrt,>nk

{rom Rcrbten i\,4onoslery in Sog Coun\.
There were tlrree ollrer tnr,nks {rom the

some monoslery *h., escoped lo lndio.

They reoched t lPl)('l in July.

According lo Tenzin, "ln Morch 2001 .

Geshi Gyollen R<rbsel wcrs scheduled to
give o Kolochokro inilioficn in Sog Counly.

Geshi Gycrlten Rcrl>sel hos o Geshi
Lhobrong degree frorn lhe Sero monoslery

ond he is currenily the obbol of Roblen

Monoslery Prior pernrission lrom lhe Sog

county of{iciols wos olreody soughl ond
gronted, howeuer, tu,o cl,ry't l>trfore lhe

iniliolion slorted, cotrnty, rlrciols orrived
ond obruptly slopped il lhiswoson l4lh
doy of lhe second Tilrelon month fiibetons
{ollow the lr-rnor colendor). Grond
preporolions hod olreody been mode ond
mo ny expenses olreody incurreC.
Everything *os reody, ond big
preporotions hod been mode lor it, bu|
oll in voin. The officiols soid lhoi ihe
prohibilion order hod conre from lhe
Cenhol Governmenl. The cloim wos lhot
$e kolochokro teoching is the leoching
ofthe Doloi Lomo. A monk from Robten
Monoslery went lo the olficiols, produced
o copy of lhe scriplure ond sl<.rled thol
this teoching wos not by the Doloi Lomo,
but by the Buddho. Atter o month, he
wos colled to the County office ond held
in cuslody lor inlerrogolion for five doys.
He wos olso fined yuon 200 for
questioning the prohibilion o{ the
lniliolion. Another lqy person, colled Golso
Aryong, spoke to lhe outhorities ond
requesled to be ollowed to hold fhe
Kolorchorko, thot he *ould hke personol
responsibility for ony untoword politicol
incident. The outhorities did not lislen to
onyone. The elder people woiled ond
spreod themselves in front of the officicrl's
vehicles. The eslimoted one hundred
lhousond people, desperote for the
initiolion ond hoving lrovelled greot
disionce woiled oround for ten doys
hoping {or lhe permission to come
th rou gh.

Hundreds of tents were pul up ond lhe
monqslery wos s.rpposed io orgonise lhe

enlire e"enl with [inonciol support from
individr-'ols ond f<rmilies. People trrrived
from olher regions, inilrrding Chcrmtlo,
Penpo ond Sog Courrly to listen lo the

rerered lonro's leoching- But lhis wos

unforlun<rtely bonned.
Accortling lc, Tenzin Polstrng, in his <rrr.,cr

the Chin"se rro", hore b<rnned the
corrr lucling o[ fie exorrrrnrrlk>ns {or Geshe

hrrbrr tr,1 ,legree, effeclively lrrevenling lhe

ochieverrrenl of lhis level of r,rlir 1i<:us study.

The cerr:rrr<xry <rllrocls o l<rrge rrumber of
I il;el<rns: relcrtives rvho sponsor lhe event,

nr,rnks, ond the generol public. lt is this

gothering lhut the Chinese ore lrying lo
prevenl by lhe bon.

Educqlion in Morlho

Polden Toshi is q 17'yeor-old student
fr,>m Jelso Morlho County, Qinghoi
Province. He comes from o Iorming fomily
ol eight. His elder bro$er Wongchuk
Dorjee will complete lrom Hinon Elhnic
Teocher's Universily in August 2002.
Polden lhrows some light on lhe problems

ot educotionql lnslilutions in his oreo.
"Fcx tfie four-yeor university sfudies, o fotol
{ee omounls to Yuon 36000. 8ut fie
higher secondory schooi {ee is Yuon I 000
o yeor. My elder sister Jolnro Kyob remoins
crl home ond ossisls our porents in
running the fomily. lhod completed my
secondory school in I 997, since my {omily
could noiofford lo poylees lremoined ot
home ond could noi otlend further studies.
There were oround I I00 sfudenls in the
school lottended ond they were oll
Tibeions. We hod to give 400 Gyomo of
cereols ond five Gyomo o{ oii ond on
qdditionol 400-500 Yuon onnuolly os the
schoolfees. The school heodmoster hod
no concem for lhe sludenls' welfore. The
food we got wos very poor ond
unhygienic. The school heqdmoster hqd
no {eelings {or Tibetons. Although 6e
Chinese governmenl ron lhe school, lhe
conCifion wos quiie deploroble. Out of
lhe I50 teochers, 20 were Chinese. The
school hod neilher o Iibrory nor

, ornpulers. Though lhe school provided
,,,s wilh texlbooks, we hod to buy oll other
necessory slolionory. The school hod to
medicol clinic o{ ils own, so when studenh

fell sick the porenls were immediotely
contocted. During my primory educolion
in Jetso Iihnic Tibelon scl,ool, lwos loo
young to lh ink of going lo lndio. 8ul loler
on lgol encouroged ond inspired by o
letler {rom o clossmole who mode it to
lndio.

Photos o{ His Holiness llre Doloi Lomo
were nol ollowcd in the school. 5o for no
"Free Tibet" reloted oclivilies hqve loken
ploce in our school. When sludenls
golhered oround, lhey would covertly lolk
obout Free Tibet. Mosl o{lhe lheir view is

thcrt getting Free Tibet is quile imposiible,
becor..,se lhen lhere ore other minorilies
who *ould demond lhe srrrne, ond Chino
con nol slond for its disinleUrolion

Holong township Muslims nrove lo Jeho

ond look over lheir business. Since 1995
the Muslims slorted to come over,
coinciding wilh feslivols ond ceremony.

Such I st Oct, Tibeton New Yeor, I sl Moy
- 4th, school sports doy. During such big
golherings, the Holong Muslims will set

up restouronts, shopt ond olher business

oullets. The Muslim populolion hos good
conlocl wilh lhe Jetso police, so lhe
Muslim took over lhe siles ond Tibetons
were removed from there. When meeting
wiih police, they will fovour the Muslim
ond Tibetons olwoys end up losing oul.
Such discriminolion hoppens quile o

number o{ limes lhere
Afler consulting with the fomily, I

decided to leove {or lndiq. lcome with
3/00 Yuon ond by the fime I reoched
Nepol I hod only 200 Yuon lefl with me.
Alonq with l7 other Tibetons I reoched
lhe Iibeton Receplion Cenire vio
Solukupo. After 18 doys o{ wolking we
orrived ol Kodori but there the police
orrested us ond took us down lo lhe
lmmigrotion Deportmenl in Kothmondu.

Nomes of four sludenls who come lo
lndio in July ore Yongchen thomo (F);

Somten (lr4); Toshi Dolmo (F); Polden (F).

They hove finished higher secondory
school bul were unoble to offord,high
school fees. Mony people from Jetso 9o
lo Indio ond mosl them ore monks.

( C)
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"See No Tibet, Heor
No Tibet, Speok No
Tibet: WSSD Gogs
Tibeton Voice"

On 3 September 2002, ltre Souir Afticon
Pdice onesled Tibetons ond Greenpeoce
oclivish for on hour ond holffor holding o
silenlvigilwhile lhe Chinese &ime Minisler,

Zhu Rongii, wos oddressing lhe plenory
session oIfie World Summiton Susbinoble
Dev.elopment (WSSD). The vigil wos held
ouhide Sondlon Conference Cenhe, lhe
venue oflhe govemmenlol segmenl oI lhe
WSSD meeling. The poslerc reod, "See
No Tibet, Heor No Tibet, Speok No Tibel:
WSSD Gogs Tibelon Voice'.

The Tibelon vigil received more medio
ottenlion when oboul 25 South A{ricon
police'leom {orcefully pushed ond
surrounded the Tibeton Delegolion ond
Greenpeoce oclivisk. Al lhollime, Senolor
Bob Brown of Auslrolio wos meeling wilh
lhe members of lhe Tibeton delegotion. All
lhe demonskqtors were releosed bul no
explonolion wos provided by lhe Soulh
AJricon Police Deporlment

The Tibelon Cenlre {or Humon Righk
ond Democrocy, Tibel Juslice Cenlerond
lnlemolionol Compoign lor Tibel were
denied occredilolion to lhe Summil when
tfie People's Republic of Chino used o
procedurol molion colled "no-oclion"
during PrepComs ll, lllqnd lV of lhe Summit
held ot New York ond Boli, lndonesio.

While the Chinese oulhorilies blocked
Tibeton NGOs from lhe WSSD process,

Beiiing hos brought more thon 40
Govemmenl-sponsored NGOs to supporl
ils propogondo ot the Johonnesburg
Summit. The vigil wos oddressing lhis
hypocrisy ond insincerily by lhe member
stoles ollending the Summit- "We leel
pollticolly discriminoted ogoinst. ll is

unforlunole lhol lhe moiorily of member-
counhies of the G77 ployed o moior role
to gog Tibeton orgonizotions ol this
Summif soid Mrs Norzin Dolmq of lhe
Tibelqn Cenfre for Humon Righh ond
Democrocy.

Since the currenl wove of UN world
con{erences begon in 1992, lhe Chinese
oulhorilies hqve olwoys kied lo block lhe

pqlcipolidt of estoblished Tibebn N@s
to ensure *rol lhe issue of Tibet is nol
heord.

Work Teom in Yoelri
Monoslery

l(ungo Tenzin o 30-yeor-old monk lrom
An^,ode nllogg, Morldorn Counly reodred
lndio on 28 August 2002.

On being inlewiewed, he soid: " I om
q monk oI lfie Yoehi Monoslery which is
locoled in or.r Awqde villoge. The villoge
comprises of 2l fomilies. Our livelihood
depends bolh on ogronqn fqrm ond
livestock. Yoetri Monoslery hos o lotol of
40 monks. The "work teqm" from the
County Religious Deporlmenl {irsl come
lo lhe monoslery in | 997. During thot
visil, lhe "wo* leom" remoined ol lhe
monoslery for 3 mon*rs ood 20 dop. The
primory losk corried out by lhem wos lo
coll us for meelings where we were osked

lo denounce lhe Doloi Lomo".
"The "work ieom" intnrded lhe freeJom

of movement o{lhe nronks, by prohibiting
lhe monks from visiling lndio or Lhoso."
We were olso worned noi lo convert
ourselves from one sect to lhe onolher,
lhe conlinuity o{ ones own religious sect
wos emphosized" Kungo conlinued.

" Out o{ the 40 monks, only 30 hod
lhe permission to sioy in the monostery
while lhe resl were not ollowed inside lhe
monoslery. When fhe "wo*-leom"
colled us for sessions, mony monks
expressed unwillingness to ollend il. Sorne

young monks would monoge lo escope
from ollending lhe meeting by giving
excuses bul few elderly monks would
ollend lhe meelings. The elder monks
would o{ten tell the "work leom" lhol lhe
monks hove wo*s to do ond lherefore
connol ollend lhe indoclrinolion sessions.

The "work teom" honded out lexlbooks.
Bul we were mostly unowore of the
conlenh. We were osked fo study them
ond to sil fo( certoin tesb. Bul mony monks
wouldn'tcore obouldcing so. The monks
were highly disturbed in theirstudies ond

medittion by lhe presence of lhe 'worl
lreom'. Even lhe monks who were on
reheol would be osked to ottend lhe
sessions.

Lotely *re 'wo* leqm' hove been
visiting the monoslery lhree times o
monlh ond hove been sloying lhere for
nol more lhon o week during eoch visif.

"There never wos ony pdificolincident
like pulting pul "Fee Tibet" poslerc, bul
omong lhe monks, there wos o lol
discussion on Tibe/s independence.
People ore hopeful oboutTibe/s freedom
ond the Tibetons being more powerful
lhon lhe Chinese immigronls ore. The
monks ore so dislressed in lheir own
monostery lhol lhey ore oll very eoger io
go l,o lndio lo pursue religious sfudies.
Righl now I om lhe only monk from our
monoslery escqping to exile; but I om
sure lhol lhe olher monks would like to

ioin me loter on. All monks in our
monoslery do not wish lo remoin
reslricied under lhe Chin ese. All lh ot lhey
wqnl is lo seek on oudience wilh HH lhe
Doloi Lomo".

"l ospire lo be o good Dhormo
proclilioner bul under lhe Chinese
dominolion, itwos quile impossible for
me to fullill my ospirolions. There were
reshiclions on lhe possession of pholos
of HH the Doloi Lomo. Hence our
religious sfudies ond peoce of mind ore
negotively of{ected by lhe conslont
intervenlion of Chinese "work leom"
visih. I decided to leove Tibel."
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ATTENTION

Deor TCHRD members,
subscribers ond fiends,

The housing reporl os
exhibited on lhe following
poga will be senl to you
upon rcquesl.

It will be olso ovoiloble
on oatr websile- Please
send in t/our requesl olong
wilh your poslol oddress
eilher by e-moil or snail
moil.

fhonk you

t-



?r€*
,.o

D

I
J

,G
\f a.rt

r{ |

II -

Ydb'

iA r,lF

/*r":sj
, ",,
t

r{u

*-:

TI
\

':

(L
New Report on Lsnd qnd Housing Rights porticipoting in the Preporolory Meelings

for the WSSD were outroged ol the
exdusion o{humon righls discourse liom
the Summilplotform. lt is to be hopedihot
the WSSD in Johonnesburg will conect
lhe course of internotionol policy
developmenl. The focl is no cot.rntry con
cloim lo be ochieving sustoinoble
developmenf if it denies ils people lheir
[u ndomentol politicol, civil, religious,
economic, sociql ond culturol rights.
Sustoinobility is meoningless if people ore

not involved in creoling or toking port in
its benefits.

h must be stressed lhot lhis Report is
nol o resull of fieldwo* reseordr. ,aJlhough

Chino is increosingly permitting NGOs
ond internotionol ocodemics lo conduct
reseorch rn vorious regrons of Chino,
given TCHRD's bcrckground in humon
righh odvococy, we [oce insurmountoble
difficulties entering Tibet to conduct
comprehensive reseorch on hot-rsing ond
lond conditions. TCHRD very much hopes
lhot in lhe neor fulure ocodemics ond/or
irrlernolionol NGOs ore oble to conduct
grossrools reseorch in bolh the "TAK ond
the resl of ethnogrophic Tibet.

ln lhe obsence o[ lhis level of occes',
TCHRD hos reseorched ocodemic popers

ond Beijing's White Popers for doto on
Chino's policies in Tibet. TCHRD hos olso
mode use of informolion provided lo lhe
cenhe by Westem ho,rellers. However, our
greolest resource is the leslimonies of
recently-exiled Tibeiqns whom we hove
interviewed in lndio ond Nepol since our
inceplion six yeors ogo. ICHRD strongly

believes in o people-cenked opprooch lo
humon rights issues ond lo susloinoble
development. Tibelons best know whot is

hoppening in their counhy ond the
informolion they orovide is cruciol to
underslonding the situolion on the
ground.

This Report is tiiled "Dispossessed"

becouse lhe key feoture of lond ond
housing in Tibetin the 20lh century is the

dispossession by the Chinese govemmenl

ofTibeton lond ond housing. Even recenl

reforms which purport to gront households

greoler tenure orer lond ond housing

octuolly hove the ef{ect of furlher olienoting

conlrol over lond resources from the

people ofTibet.

The Tibelon Centre for Humon Righls

ond Democrocy releoses ils lolesl reporl
on lond ond housing rights in Tibet,
" Dispossessed".

For mony yeors humon righh monilors
hove reported on Chino's deniol o{
polilicol ond civil freedoms rother lhon
foors qr ecqrornic issues. ln refum, Chino
oflen defends ih slonce on civil ond
politicol issr.res by doiming lhol ih cilizens

ore rnore inleresled in economic securily

lhon wiltr penonol &eedorns. Wiih Chino's
rolificolion of lhe lnternolionol Covenont
on Economic, Sociol ond Cuiturol Rights

(ICESCR) in 2001, lhe time is ripe for o
dcer onolysis of Chinq's record in rdolion
lo specific econornic righh.

The Tibeton Cenlre for Humon Righh
ond Democrocy ([CHRD) hos lherefore
prepored lhis Lond ond Housing Rights

Reporl to present to lwo differenl forums.

The first is the World Summil for
Susloinoble Development (WSSD), South

Africcr, Seplember 2002; lhe second is $e
Unibd Nolions' Cornmitbe for Econanic,

Sociol ond Culturol Rights which will
qssess Chino's firstshte repod regording

lhe ICESCR, due in June 2003.
Lond righh, housing, ond susloinoble

hobil,oh ore economic issues which ore

cruciol nol iust lo individuols' perconol

iighls, bul olso io the {uiure <,[ rr counlry.

A bolonce musl be struck between
offording individuols equiloble occess lo
quolity lond/housing, ond ensuring lhol
lhd setdemenk in which such housing is

locoted, or the uses to which lhe lqnd is

pul, ore sustoinoble. This reporllherefore
eromines housing ond lond issues using
o righb fromework lhot embroces *re right
o{o people lc sustoinoble development.

ln l996lhe PRC governmenlmode o
public commilmenl to the full ond
progressive reolisolion of the right to
odequole housing. ln rolifoing the ICESCR

in 2001, Chino hos mode o legol
commilmenttc recognise this right, Over
lhe post decode, lhe PRC hos olso regulorly

mode submissions tc the United Notions'
Commiltee for Susloinoble Developmenl
cloiming complionce lo suslrrinoble
developmenl including the righl to lond.

Despite this public foce, lhere ore serious

violqlions of inlernqtionol low ond
principles ornenfly occrning wilhin TibeL

ln studying Tibel's housing ond lond
righh issues ogoinstlhe &omewak of bolh

humon rights ond susloinoble
developmenl, TCHRD hopes to conlribute

io the ongoing debole obout the links

belween lhe lwo issues. Al the time of
wriling, mony humon righh NGOs
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Workshops ond Educqlionql rolk series
BIR Tibeton Sefilement:

Ms Youdon Aukokong ond Ms Tenzin
Chokey were inviled os resource pcrons
to Bir Tibeton settlement for lheir humon
righh ond democrocy workshop on 2 ond
3 August 2OO2. The wo*shop wos
orgonised by the Regionol Tibelon
Women's Associolion ond exten&d io he
generol inlerested public in Bir. There rarere
opproximolely 50 porliciponls ond the
workshop losted lwo doys. During lheir
stoy, lhey visited the Tibelon Children,s
Villoge School in Suio. They tool over
closs nine for o doy ond hod exlensrve
discussions wilh children on fheir
perceplion of humon rights ond
democrocy.

Monoli:
Ms Tenzin Chokey ottended lhe humon

righh ond democrocy workshop in Monoli
orgonised by fie Regionol Tibelon youth
Congress on l8August2002. She to<-,k
o session on humon righh ond lhe United
Nofions ond its relevonce to the Tibeton
slruggle.

Workshop on Humon
Righfs ond Democrocy:

The Cenfe successfully concluded its
second workshop on humon rights ond
democrocy jointly orgonised wilh Asion
Humon Rights Commission bosed in
Hong Kong. The four- doy workshop
storted on 12 August 2002 ond *os
ottended by 32 porticiponts from vonous
bockgrounds including, governmentol,
non-qovernmenlql orgonisotions ond
religious instifu tions.

The Resource persons were Mr Bosil

Fernondo ond Mr Bruce von Voorhis;

AHRC, Mr Lobsong Songoy; Horvord iow.

School, Ms Youdon Aukotsong ond Ms

Reception to lndicrn pqrtiqmentqriqns

Ienzin Cho&ey;TCHRD.

The worlshop deoltin detoil the UDHR
ond lhe lniemolionol Covenooh. Some
o{ the cruciol discussions lool ploce while
dwdling on the low on regionol outcnomy
for Chino's nolionql minorilies ond how

The Executive Direclor Ms Tsewong
[hodon ond Senior Progromme Of{icer
Ms Youdon Aukotsqng received o group
of lndion porliomentorions oboul lhe
Cenlres obieclives ond octivities. Ms

Aukoisong inierpreled occounls for lwo

il ofiect Tibelons; the stotegies ol Chinese
oulhorilies.

The response frorn *re porliciponls wos
very encouroging. They were uroed lo
opply ond impodthe knon l"dge fi;y hod
goined in their e'rerydoy life.

{ormer polificcrl prisoners ond oflended to
vorious queslions {rom the
porliomentorions. Ihe porhomentorions
expressed solidorily ond ogreed to support

the couse of Tibel.
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The Tibetqn Cenke for Humon Righh
ond Democrocy ([CHRD) hos received o
letter of oppeol from one of the Tibelon
debinees incorceroted in Dili BozoorJoil,
Kolhmondu. Following is the lronsloled
version of lhe lefierdoted l3 September
N).

" I om Dorjee from Amdo Ngobo in
Sichuon Provine. The very word 'prison'
grips everyone's mind wifi feorqnd bnor.
Actuolly it is frightening ond difficultto be
in o prison. Communicolion borrierond
discriminotory proclices prevolenl f urlher
oggrovqles our problems. We sincerely
request lhe wodd communily lo supporl
ond secure our releose."

"l would like to shore the prison
condilion inside Nepol's Dili BozoorJoil,
wfiere l0 of us Tibetons ore o.rnen{y held.
ln lhe prison, we ore served wotery rice
ond dol (lenlil) wilhout ony vegefobles
twice o doy. Itre food provided is undeon
ond dce uncooked wilh loh of stones."

"Sonom Gyolhen Lomo, one of our
Tibeton ioilmotes, hos been sick lor more
lhon o monlh. The prison doctor is very

coreless ond negligenl obout his
r€sponsit lity. He pe.forms mediol check-

ups ond prescribes lhe some medicine lo
every sick inmotes regordless of fieir
nofura of oilmenls,'

'We ore surviving this miseroble
exislence with the hope lhot we will be
oble io see he lighl of freedom soon. lf
we die in prison now, we will dio like o
d"s.'

"ln o big holl, obout 100 pdsoners old

people, mentolly chollenged ond
criminols ore oll pullogether All l0 ol us

hove been in lhe ioilfor more lhon o yeor

now We foce mony problems ond
hordships in the prison. Somelimes olher

Nepoli inmoles bully ond beol us

rondomly. None o{ us dore hil bock, os

lhol will worsen the cqse. Othea lell us

thot even i{we were killed nobody would

core.'
"We were qrrested ond senlenced to I 0

yeors' imprisonmenl for loiling to possess

lrovel documenls required for commuling

between Tibel ond lndio vio Nepol. We

ore nolq fre e cilizen. We fled the Chinese

govemment's brufol perseculion to come

inlo exile to seek on oudience wilh H.H.

the Doloi Lqmo. We come inlo exile in

lndio os o refugee."
"Nepol is o tronsil poinf qnd we hqve

to cross lhrough it to go to lndio.
Unforlunolely, on our return to Tibel, the

Nepoli border police orresled us in
Thongkot, ond demonded o fine of USD

2,000 from eqch o{ us. From where ond
how con we produce lhql omounl of
money? lf we con poy lhe [ine, we will be

releosed ony mornent, foiling lhot we will

be imprisoned for l0 yeors.'

"The prison condition is so bod, lhot I

connol imogine how we cqn survive for
I0 yeors. We ore jusl innocenl people

refuming b orrr corrntry, Tibet. ofter hoving
soughl on oudience with H. H. the Doloi
Lomo.'
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fu of Seplember 2002, 12 Tibeton

refugees remoin incorceroled in vorious

ioils in Kolhmondu, Nepol, for illegolly
crossing lhe border/stoying in Nepol
wilhoul required lrovel ond residenliol

documenh.
Ten Tibelons incorceroted in Dili Bczoor

Joil ore serving l0 yeors' imprisonmenl

ofler hoving foiled to poy lhe exorbilonl
fines impoed by fie Nepoli lmmigrolion

Deporlmenl, operolive under the Minislry

oI Home. The fines rong between Nepoli

Cunency (NC)20,000 (USD 260.42) to

NC 205, 249.75 (U5O2672.s21.

While informotion on lhesenlencing of

two olher delqinees in JiriJoilond Cenhol

Joil ore nol cleor, lheir delention is

coofirmed.
On 20 August 2001, Nepoli police

orresled lwo monks, followed by orresh

of eighlstudenh two doys loler They were

subsequently deloined in Dili BozoorJoil,

lhe lorgesl prison in Kolhmondu.
The hno monks ore Sonom Lomo ond

Seycho Lomo from Sero Monostery in

South lndio. The eight students, oll
originolly lrom Amdo in North-Eostem

Tibet, ore Songye Dhondup (M), l9;
tobsong Doriee M), l9; Dor;ee Toshl ffi,
2'l ; Drukor M (26); Tenzin Yongzom, (F),

l9; ond Sheri Tso, (F), 23; ond Kyizom

(F), 22. (For detoiled informolion, refer

September 2O0l ond Mqrch 2002 Humon

Rishls Updote).

6F

Appeal letter from a Tibetan detainee in
Nepal iail

Bockgrou nd inf ormotion



TIBEIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

The lwo recent detoinees, Choeyong
Dorjee ond Polden Gyotso ore olso
deloinEd in Dili Bozoor Joil.'Two olher
monks, Gendun Somten, (Rebkon g

monk, Amdo) ond Heruko (detoils of
origin unwoiloUe tc dote)ore imprisored

in Jiri Joil qnd Khor Guoid Joil (Centrol

Joil) respectively for similor reosons.

O{ the initiql '14 detoinees, Tenzin

Yongzorn ond Kyizom ore bolh releosed

for medicol reosons, moking the lotol
number of currenl Tibebn deloinees in

Nepol ot 12.

Tenzin Yongzom who gove birlh lo o
boby boy in Dili B<zoor Joil wos exlremely

weok ol lhe lime of her releose on 23
Augusl 2002 (for further deloils, refer

August 2002 Humon Rlghts Updole).

Kyizorn suffered o nervor.rs breokdown
whila being intenogoted by the Nepoli
lmmigrolion Offfcea. Therefore, she wos

honded orer to lhe core of Tibetqn
Receplion Centre [RC) in Kolhmondu,
on lhe condilion thol she should retum

lo prison ofter hercondilion improves.

Tenpo Robgyol (not listed in lhe tolol
l4 detoinees), onested on 28 Jonuory

2002, vosrelrcdq l8June2002 ofier

on individuol poid his ffne of NC I 'l 
,000

(usD r 43.22).
Tibebn omciols frqn lhe Ofrice of Tibet

ond Tibeton Receplion Cenhe in Nepol,

lhe United Notions High Commissioner

for Refugees, ond the US Embossy in

Nepol ore moking every eflodlo inl,ervene

wittr the Nepoli outhorrlies lo secure

releose ollfiese l2 Tibelons ot lhe eorliesl

pesiUa dote. Noone con pradictwhelher

orwhen lhese prisonerc ore going to be

releosed. A lowsuii hos been filed on

beholf of the detoined Tibetons ond o

courl cose is in process.

As of now, Sheri Tso, one o{ lhe girl
debinees is sick ond o Tibeton doctor hos

visited ond pul har on medicolion.
TCHRD empothise the plight of these

imprisoned Tibetons, ond we know there

ore mony who ulould willingly poy lhe ffnes

lo secure lheir releose. However, it is for
lhe soke of olllfuture Tibetcn refugees thot
lhe diplomolic process lhol is underwoy
is given o chonca lo succeed.O

An account of a
released detainee

Tenpo Robgyol, one of $e Tibeton

deloinees in Nepol ioil. uros releosed on

l8 June 2002 ofter on individuol poid
his {ines. He wos onested on 28 Jonuory

2002. Robgyol spoke to TCHRD obout
his erperiences during his escope from
Tib€t.

Tenzin Robgyol reloles,'l om on l8-
yeor-old studenl from Lhoso. My poranls

wonted me lo escope{o lndio for better
ond more comprehensive educolion. I

sscur6d hovel permit in l-hoso ond lhen
come to Drom."

Al Dmm, the border tum of Nepol ond
Tibet, Robgyol formed o group wilh lwo
elderly women who 'anre gcing to see lheir
children in exile Tibeton schools. Two

sherpos ogreed lo guide $e group. The

group sEl off lheir ioumey ocross lhe
mounloinous lenoin in the night ond
wolked for five doys, until lhey
Encounlered lrlo olher sherpos.

Robgyol continued, "Our inifi ol guides

obondoned us ol lhe honds of lhe other

furo sherpos who were suppoeed lo be our

ncw guides. The excuse given wos lhol
lhe guides would ononge o loxi for us to

be token to Kolhmondu. We olreody poid
2,000yuon eoch lo lhese lwo newguides.
The initiol guides fed no soonerlhon lhe
$e new guides took chorge.'

'We pleoded our new guides lo loke
us to Kothmondu. Afier escorling us 1o o

cerloin dislonce ond exlorling
consideroble omounl of money, they
obondoned us ogoin.'

ln lhot umy, we met onolher lrao gu ides

ond boorded o bus to Kothmondu olong
wilh them. We chonged seveml buses, ond
some*here olong lhe woy, I suddenly
reolised rry bogs rvere missing ond so were

fie guides..l conied on wilh my iolmey."
Once Robgyol reoched Kolhmondu,

he wos lefion his own to fend for himself.

'Being lolol slronger to lhe ploce, I wos

ol o loss nol knowing whoi lo do. I wos

wondering oround dron lsuddenly mel
hlo ormy personnel, who vrere suspicious

of me. They took me to o mililory ploce
ond conffned me in o cell thot nighl.'

'The nexlerening oround 5 p.m. lwos

hondculfed ond lokEn lo the Nepoli
lmmigrolion Deporlmenl where I wos

inlenogoled ond deloined {or ffve dop. I

could communicote wilh lhe officsrs
lhrough my litile knowledge of spoken

English. During inlenogolion, ihe ofices
noled everylhing down in Nepoli.'

"l never soid lhot I could go bock to
Tibet wilhoul ony problem which lhe

lmmigrolion Deporlmenl held
occounloble {or my lenglhy detention ol
Dili Bozoor Joil.'

Robgyol wos deloined ot Nepol's Dili

Bczoor Joil for four monlfts ond 12 doys.

Finolly, he wos releosed on o boil ol NC
r r,00o (143.229 usD).

Robgyol soid, 'lvos not beotn during

my delenlion. But ihe food wos very Lod.
We were given lwo meols o doy.
Somelimes, few Nepoli prisoners r.rould

bully ond beotus otfieirwhim ond foncy

ond when lhey were in o nosly mood.'
Robgyol express concern for olher

Tibelon deloinees when he soid,'l om
vary concemed forlhoee Tibelons wholstill

remoin imprisoned in the ioil. The
detcinees fuor thot *rey might be honded
over to lhe Chinese, which some prison

moles leor lhe Nepol govemmentis likely

to do." t

Four years'
sentence fot
disttibution of
Dalai Lama's
photos

Somdup, o 26-yeor-old lormer, is

odginolly frorn fundo Ngobo in Sichuon
Province. He gove ffrsl-hond in{ormolion
toTCHRD obout his friand Song Go who
wos senlEncEd to four yeorc for pholo-
copying ond dislribuling lhe Doloi Lomo's
photos.

coolimcdm pege4
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lhis is a regular s€ction profiling political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet (T

A physically challenged sentenced to
three years term

Anu is o 47-yeor-old womon
from Lhubug in Lhoso. For mony
yeon, Anu worked os o toilor oi
her home in Lhoso. When she wos
young, Anu met with o tenible
occidenl. A Chinese militory truck
hit her thus cousing her to hove
her leg ompuloted. Since then,.she
hos been wolking with o support
of o cnrtch.

ln the beginning of Morch
2001 , Beiiing Centrol govemmeni
rc-lounched'Strike Hord'
compoign in Tibel. ln Chino, the
compoign is torgeted primorily "to
curb rising criminol offenses".
Subsequent lo the lounch of the
"Strike Hord' compoign, specific
orden werc issued to concemed
outhorities in Tibet thot the
compoign proposed to crockdown
heovily on drug tofficking,
smuggling oclivities, mof iotic

cdmes, finonciol scoms ond
guiding people illegolly ocross
foreign counlries.

ll wos during this time thot
Lhoso PSB officers onesled Anu
from her home on olleged chorges
ol politicoloctivism. She wos
detoined in Lhoso PSB Delention
Centre where she wos sub;ected to
severe interrogolion sessions. Two
olher suspech ( from neorby Lhoso
were olso held during the some
time.

According to o friend, "Anu's
helpful nolure could hove oroused
Chinese suspicion. She is known to
be generous ond kind-heoded. lt is
believed that before her orresl, she
wis very helpful to politicol
prisoners bolh lormer ond current.
She would visit politicol prisoners
incorcemied in ioils with food ond
provide occomodotion to releosed
prisoners os well.'

Around October 2001, Lhoso

Public Security Bureou Detention
Centre sentenced Anu lo lhree
yeors"re-educolion lhrough
lobour' in Trisom. She is cunently
serving her senlence in Trisom.

TCHRD hos raporled similor
coses eorlier where Tibetons
received prison senience or eomed
lhe wroth of Chinese otrthorities
for ossisling politicol prisoner.

One clossic exomple is thot of
Amo Lhundrup Wongmo (in her

sixties) from Lhoso City. She is
known lo be oclively involved in
visiting polilicol prisoners
incorcersled in Lhoso prisons. On
I0 August 

.I998, 
Lhoso PSB

officers took her inlo police
custody on suspicion of
involvemenl in politicol oaivities
due io her prison visih. She wos
orresied on two other occosions,
once in 1987 ond then ogoin in
I 993 on polilicol grounds.
Though she wos releosed owing to
lock of ony evidence ogoinst her,

her deolings ond movements ore
conslontly monilored.

Another exomple is thot of Dowo
(in sixties) from North Lhoso. For
his involvemenl in polilicol
oclivities, he served two yeors of his
three yeor sentence in Gutso
Delenlion Centre before being
releosed on medicol porole. He is

known to be exlremely potriotic
ond hod o sense of responsibility
towords oll prisoners. He used lo
visit oll the prisons neorby Lhoso to
toke food for thc prisonerc once o
month. His ossislonce to polilicol
prisonerc coupled with his olher
politicol octivilies roised Chinese
concem resuhing in his onesl just

prior to the I 997 Hong Kong
hond-over cenmony.
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"l hove o besttiend. His nome is Song

Go. He is opproximotely 26, originolly
from Horhong. Songchu County (Ch:

Xiohe xio n ), Gonnon 'Tibefon
Aulonomous Preleclure', Gonsu
Province. A monk from Togden Monoslery

(o Bon Monoslery olso colled os Topgyol

Monosterylin r',rndo Ngobo. ln July 2001,
he photocopied o phob of H. H. lhe Doloi

Lomo lhol wos loken during the
conlerment ol Nobel Peoce Prize in

Decemberl989, ond wrol,e seven lines

belo,v the photcgroph . The first line stoted,

'Long live H.H. lhe Doloi [omo" ond resl

o[ lhe lines contoin opposition to lhe

Chinese polic'y of forced plontotion in

Tibelon oreos in fundo. The photocopied

documenl wos posled on lhe wolls o{

populor Tibeton reslouronts in Amdo
Ngobo ond distributed omong the locol
populoce. I received two copies mysel{."

According b Somdup, lwo weeks loler,

Ngobo PSB officers come lo Topden
Mon o slery ond ordered Chepo,
disciplinorion-in-chorge of lhe monoslery

lo show Song Go's room. Chepo
hoppens lo be ihe elder brolher of Song

Go. The police roided Song Go's room

tc seorch lor incriminoling evidence. The

roid resuhed in ltre conffscolion ol o copy

ol fie Doloi L,omo's outobiogrophy. The

nexl doy, Song Go wos deloined in
Ngobo PSB Detenlion Cenhe. For the

following ltree doys, he wos intenogoted

ond lo.lured.
Somdup continued, "Despite the

inlerrogolion ond lhe use of lorlure
melhods, Song Go did nol coaless l,o his

oclivilies. However, lhe PSB officerc old
him lhot lhey were cleorly owore of his

misdeeds since lheir occusolion wos

bosed on concrele evidences. Some

informonl seemed to hove reveoled
everylhing to the police obout his
octivities. Song Go told the PSB officerc
thothe bonorryed the book from onolher
person. However, lhey slill remoined
unconvinced ond torlured him oll the

more lo exhoct in{ormolion oboul his

occomplices. He denied ony second
percon's involvemenl ond cloimed sole
responsibility for the qclivilies. "

"During one such interrogolion
sessions, Song Go even dored to soy thot

wholewr he wrole wos o kue focl. When

he confessed ffnolly, the obbot ofTopden
Monoslery wos colled ond the PSB

questioned him oboulSong Go's conduct.

The obbolwos reprimonded {or{oiling to

discipline his sfudenl. He wos furlhermore
lhreolened lhot he would be held
responsible {or ony untowqrd incidenl in

the future.'
Somdup furlhertold TCHRD, 'After I 5

doys' delention, Ngobo PSB Delenlion

Cenlre could not decide his cose ond
consigned lhe cose lo Bo*hom Counly
PSB Delenfion Cenhe. Thereupon, oftcers

from Bo*hom orrived ol Ngobo Counly
PSB Detention Centre to conlinue
inlerrogolion for onolher one week.
Sornelime in lote J u ly or eorly August 2001 ,

Song Go wos senl,enced l,o four yeorc'

imprisonmenl, ond subsequenlly
imprisoned in Bo*hom Counly hison.'

"Since Song Go is o very close friend
of mine, I om very concemed obout his

condition," lomenled Somdup. "lwos eren

lold thot Bo*hom PSB pul up o circulor
deloiling his misdeeds ond subsequenl
imprisonmenl."

Somdup soid, 'As for me, I oltended
the villoge primory school {or six yeors.

After completing my primory educolion, I

worked on o form. ln 1993, I r^enlb Uroso

furfie ffrstlime. I v,os l9 yeors dd. I uorked

os o soles ossislont lo o Tibelon
businessmon colled Lhundup. For three
yeors, I moved very frequendy belween
Lhoso ond Drom. ln 2000, I storled my

on,n business ond moved beiween Uroso,

Amdo ond Drom. Foro whole yeor{rom
2000-2001, I stoyed in Arndo Ngobo."

'lcome to Indio lo seek oudience wilh

H.H. lhe Doloi lomo ond plon to ioin o
Tibeton school somelime lol,er to leom

English longuoge ".o

A fotmer political
prisonet testifies

Thorgyol), o 30-yeor-old former polilicol
prisoner from Tibet, lestilied to TCHRD.

'l om originolly from Villoge no. 7,

Nomgyol Township, Lhoko Gongkor
Counly. lollended lhe villoge primory

school for six yoors. ln 1986, I wos

ordoined os o mqrk in Uroko Sungrobling

Monoslery where I stoyed till I 988.'
- Tsering soid, "Spuned by lhe series of

pro-independence demonshqlio.ts since
'1987, 

o meeling wos convened behneen

our monk iiends lo pulup independence
poslerc lo commemorol,e lhe l0 Morch

Uprising of 1959. The monk friends

included Yeshi Tsering, Tsuhrim Jbmpo,

@lh were my roommobs), Yeslri Domdul,

Yeshi l.lgouong md FoliorChoegyol. Thol
night, we discr.rssed our plon b corry oul
pro-independence qclivilies. We wrole

Feedom slogons such os "Chinese get out
o{Tibet. 'Long Live HH *re Doloi Lomo',

ond 'Free Tibet' on eight 2 x3 sized

poclers. We lhen postud lhese pocton nen
to lhe gola ond sunounding wolls neor
lhe ofiice oflhE People's Govemmenlof
Kyimshe Township ol 1 1 p.m. We olso

wrole freedom slogons wilh red point on
lhe some gole.'

"On I 5 Morch I 989, we posted lhree
pcten in lhe mo*et ploce of Chideshol

Township. Although we monoged l,o gel
bock lo ourmonoslery o poholmon sow

whol wa did. The next doy,'TAR'
Choirmon, Dorjee Tsering, issued o
slqlemenl of decree sloling lhol ony
'seporolisls' onesled.would be put l,o

deoth. lt wos wrilten on o lorge sheet of
poper ond put up on the woll . We secre{y

wenl to leor lhe poper down. However,

$e pdice coughlus in lhe ocl ond begon
shooling indiscri minol,aly. Wa escoped
unhurl.'

'On I 7 Morch 1989, t-hoko Gongkor
County Public Securily Bureou officiols
coms lo our monosiery ronsocted our
rooms ond found oll lhe equipmenb used

ic moke lhe posles. Yeshi Domdul olong
with five other suspecl monks ware

remonded to police cusiody. After four
doys, lhe some police force iook Tsuhrim

Jompo ond Yeshi Ngowong. All ofthem
were held ol lJroko Prefecture Delenlion
Cenlre.'

'One monlh lqler on 20 April 
.l989,

Polior Choegyol, YeshiTsering ond lnos
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orresled ond held in lhoko Gongkor
County PSB Delenlion Cenhe for lhree
doys. During our detenlion, we were
intenogoted, beoten ond hilwith whotever
they could gei hold of. ln Moy 1989, we

urere formolly onested."
"On 9 August 

'l 989, six of us were loken
for triol by l-hoko brqnch procurolorole.
Three o{ us refused tc occede lo lhe chorges

mode. Three doys loler, vre were shifted to

l-hoko Prefecture Delenlion Cenhe ond met
wilh olher onested Fiends. We leomllhol
lhey were compelled to corrying oui "free
Tibel' octivities, os lhey were severely

tortured. So we hod no choice bul to

con[ess."
"Subsequently, on 30 October 1989,

'TAR' l."hoko lntermediolo People's Court
held o hiolwhereby six ofus were chorged

wilh "counler-revolutionory' propogondo.

The cor.rrt verdicl stcted ihot we hod shown

disregord lo lhe Constitution o{ lhe Stote

by showing ollegionce to His Holiness lhe

Doloi Lomo ond by 'disrupling' peoce ond

hormony by posling 'counler revolufionory'
poslers. We were chorged with hoving

violoted Article '102 
of lhe Criminol Low.

Yeshi Ngowong ond Yeshi Domdul were

senlenced io ffve yeors' imprisonmenl ond

lhree yeorc deprivotion of politicol righh.
Yeshi Tsering wos sentenced lo {our yeorc'

imprisonmenl ond one yeordeprivolion oI
politicol righh. PoliorChogyol ond Tsulhim

Jompo received lhree yeors ond I gol lwo
yeors's senlence ond one yeor depriwlion
of politicol dghh.

"Except for Yeshi Ngowong, lhe olher

five were releosed upon cornpletioo oflheir
prison term. On 20 April 1993, otthe time

o[ prison visils, Yeshi Ngowong reporl,edly

honded over on enlire list of Politicol
prisoners ond prison condilions inside

Dropchi to his visiting fomily. This wos

discovered by the prison officiols who

sublected Ngowong lo o monlh-long
solilory conffnement. He wos ciorged wilh

'leoking stote secreh'ond his senlence wqs

extended by onother nine yeorc bringing

his lololsenlence b l4 yeors'

"On 20 December 1989, I wos

tonslened lo Dropchi Prison ond ploced

in rukhog (prison unit) 4. After l5 dols, I

wos reploced in rukhog 5, which wos

primorily creoted on 5 Jonuory 1990 for

$e polilicolprisooen. Dudng myluo yeon'

imprisonment, lwos involved in olher
prison oclivilies in Dropchi. When [.hokpo

Tsering, o polilicol prisoner died due lo
severe Chinese torfure, we stoged hunger
skike ond creoled on uproor lo demond
explonolion Fom lhe prison outhorilies.ln
onolher incident, when Lobsong Tenzin,

o sfudenl frorn l-hoso Universily, ond five
olhers were honsfened lo Powo Tromo
kison, we prolesled ogoinsl their lro nsfer:

ChemiTsering wos releosed on l9 April

I 991 .'When I wos releosed ofler
ccnpleling mysenlence, I could noloffcd
good medicolion. I wos nol ollowed lo
rejcin Sungrobling Monostery Nter prison

releose, I hod to report Fequen{y to Uroko

Gongkor Police Stolion oboot my ociivilies
ond my freedom d monemenl wos severely

restricied. This creoled unnecesssory
dislurbonces lo my fomily members.
Hence, I lefl for t}oso where I gol o job.

Becouse of our oclivism, we ore ol o
disodrontcge in lhe sociely."

"When ony moior on n ive rso ry
opprooches, lhe ex-polilicol prisoners ore

lhe first ones to be cloeely monitored. The

police would coll oll of us ond give
endles discourse qr nol engoging in ony
politicol odivities ogoin. So during my len

yeorc stoy in lhoso, lhove nolhing lo
shon, wi*r no properreligious studies ond
good |ob. I om slill q monk, ond hove

desire to conlinue my religious studies.'
'Sungrobling Monostery hod o lotol of

opproirnobly 6O monks. Owing to severol

oses of pdlticol octvilies ond subsequent

orresls, lhe Chinese oulhorities hove

inlroduced'pokiotic educolion' ompoign
in lhe monoslery Mony monks left the

monoslery refusing to obey the officiol
orderb denqrnce H. H.lhe Doloi[qmo.'

'Chino's pdicy in Tibet is tc ind€lrinob
lhe mind of youngsterc lhrough vorious

meons such os discos, lheotre, bor,

brolhels etc. Most of the lucrolive
businesses ore loken over by Chinese

immigronts selded in Tibet Thee ore mony

sdrod drcpout becouse ihey simply could

not oflord lo poy high fees. Crimes such

os robbery ond lheft ore on lhe rise in

t-hoso. Mcol degenerotion is bhng ploce

in the Tibelon sociely.'

'lfled Tibet in pursuit of more freedom

ond religious studies.' O

An alleged
accomplice
Katmapa's
harassed

ln
escape

Dhundup is o 25-yeor- old monk. He
wos bom in villoge # 5, Guru Township,

Toelung Dechen County.

On being inlerviewed by TCHRD,

Dhundup recounted, "l joined Tsurphu

Monoslery ot lhe oge of I 3. I wos l8
yeors old when lhe formol recognilion
ond enlhronemenl of Gyolwo Kormopo
icok ploce ol orr monostery The strengih

of lhe monks in lhe monoslery ol lhol
lime wos oround 200."

'When I wos 20 yeors old, Chinese

'wo* teoms' begon 'pohiotic educotion'
compoign in lhe monoslery lholwenl on
for on enfire monlh. Thirly Chinese 'work
leom' officiols inslructed the monks on
polilics ond sociolism."

Dhundup hod to leove lhe monoslery

when he wos 23. He soid, "l sloyed ol
lhe monoslery unlil I wos 23. I hod to
quitfre monoslery becouse lr,os qcqJsed

of being involved in Gyolvo lGrmopo's
dromolic escope lo lndlo. Although the

chorges were tohlly folse, I wos held

under suspicion iust becouse I wos

reloted to Gyolwo Kormopo's personol

ottendont Drunog. The Chinese officiols

from Toelung Dechen Cou nly
inlenogoled me. One police c,ftcersoid

lhot since one o{ Gyolwo Kormopo's

ofendonls wos my cousin, I sho.rld kno'r

obout he escope. The policemen
ronsocked my room ond discovered

sorne picfures of H.H lhe Doloi [omo,
which they confiscqled. During the

coune of nry intenogolion, lwos beolen

ond lhreolened.'
"Two olher monks nomed Shelo ond

Chugdor were qlso held uhder
susSicion . Al lhrce of us uere not ollov'ed

lo leove lhe monoslery wilhoul oftciol
permission. While olher monks could go

lo lhosq ond olher orsos freely, our

fraedorn of movement wos reslricbd for

olmoctlhree monlhs.'

conlinued on Poge 6
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'Finolly during the summer vocolion.
lhree d us r,ere olloryed b go on o holidoy
for o monih ond o holf. But lhe monosbry-
in-chorge, tobdd, speciffcollylold me lhot
lrros not ollonred to go onywhere excepl
for my hornelor"rn.

'Somehow, I monoged to stoy in l-hoso

for lhe enliro vocotion ond went on
pilgrimoge to monosleries like Sero,
Drepung ond Goden. On my retum to
lhe monostery I cqme to know thot the
oulhorilies hod leomt obout my stoy in

l-hoso ond lhey hod some picfures of mine

token in Lhoso os evidence. The entire
scene onnoyed me ond lffnolly expressed

my displeosure ogoinsl lheir lreolment."

"l wos victimised ond kept under skict
vigilonce for o foull I never commitled. I

wonted lo leove lhe monoslery lhe some
doy but my leow r,,os sonc'lioned only ofler
four doys. Thus I left he monoslery for
god. Since Ileftlhe monostery volunlorily,
lhod lo poy 800 yuon os per lhe
monostery's rules. Alter I lefl, I leomt lhot
my lriend Migso Dorlee wos intenogoled
oboul me bul he cloimed lo know
nothing.'

Dhundup further reported thot lhe
Chinese'work leom' begon tlreir "pohiotic
educolion' cqmpoign ofter Gyolwo
Kormopo left fie monostery ond lhol o
number of monks hove leftlhe monoslery
os o resull of incessonl inlerference inlo
their religious sfudies by Chinese "work
teom'.

Dhundup ottempled escope in 2000
but he did nol succeed. Giving us on
occounl of his dqys in lhe delenlion
cenke, Dhondup soid. 'Shigolse 'People's
Amed Folice'pAfl orested me olong with
19 other Tibelons ot Dingri County,
Shigotse 'Tibet Autonomous
Prefeclure'[AP],'Tibet Autonoumous
Region'[AR). We v/€re deloined ot Nyori
PSB Delention Cenlre for four monlhs.'

"During deiention, lwos hit, kicked
ond sbmped upon by oftciols {rom lhe
delenlion cenlre. They conffscoted I 500
yuon ond rry vrislurokfi . Afier my raleose,
lwentbockb l-hoso ond gotengoged in
petybushes b]fr ylvirg l?

Refugees encountet hatdships,while
fleeing ftom Tibet

Phunbok Tsering o 2O-yeor-old monlg
is originolly from Nyokchuko Coun\,
Kondze Tibel Autonomous Prefecfu re,

Sichuon Province. Tibelon refugees IIee
Tibet overcoming greol risk of heovy
securily poholling, freezing winler cold,
ond poynent of huge sums lo guides lhot
somelimes leqve lhe escopees in o lurch.

Phunhok Tsering shored with TCHRD

his life in Tibetond escop exp€riencos ot
Nepol border. tFor four yeors, I wos o
monk ot o locol monostery I come lrom
o nomodic fomily."

' I lefi my notive ploce for Lhoso on 9
Moy 2002 wilh q monk friend colled
Khophel . ln lhoso we stoyed ftr firee doys

wilh on old Chinese mon, who gove us

food ond shelter. From Lhoso, we come
to Sogo Counly in Shigohe Prefectur€. The

long ond tedious ioumey {rom Sogo
Counly tro Mount lGilosh begon on foot.
Overoll, it took us one month to reoch
Mt.Koilqsh {rom thoso. We sloyed lor o
week in Mt. K(Iilosh ond did
circlmombulolion lhe whole firne."

"From Mt. Gilosh, we hovelled mostly
in the night, underlhe cover ol dorkness
ond crocsed the border ol nighl. We come
lhrough o ploce colled Legmey on lhe
Nepoli side of the border. We met o
Tibelon couple with {our children ot o
ploce colled Tsonglo. They were on lheir
woy to Nepol. We lormed o group
totolling eight people wilhoulo guide.'

"Nter nolking for ffve doys on foot, we
mel o group of rebel Mooisls. The rebels
who did not weor ony uniforms were
corrying guns. Eqch of us wqs osked lo
poy l.{C 100 eoch. foiling vrhich we wnuld
nol be ollowed lo proceed further. We
pleoded *rem to lel us go ond told lhem
lhol no how no money. A locol mon who
could speok Tibeton helped us poy NC
200 to lhe Modsls, who in tum gove us
o recaiplond lhen lel us poss.'

'ASer few hours wolk, we ogoin meto
group of sewn ormed lrrlocisls. They wore
loltered ordinory clolhes. WhEn we
producad lhe raceipls, *rey lel us poss
lhrough wilhout ony problem.'

'ln the oftemoon, while we were
possing lhror.rgh severol huts, suddenly
lwo men colled us lo stop. They.cloimed
fiot 6ey r.rere lr,locisls leoden. We shored
them lhe rrceipts. but lhey soid ilvlos nol
enough. We were ordered lo refum bul
we refused ond pleoded eomesily. fhey
lfireolened io beol us. I immadiolely hil
one of lhe men wilh my wolking sfick ond
blood begon trc ooze from his heod. Soon

oftar, bolh lhe men ron owoy.'
"fu the evening begon to close in, we

comped besides o big rock, ond put up o
mokeshift shelter, Around midnight o
group of people (more thon 20)suddenly
descended upon us. Mosl of lhem were

ormed. They lifted up our coror ond begon
hitting us. I wos hil on my heod with o
rifle bufi qnd olso slomped on lhe foce.
As o resuh, one o[ my lowerleelh broke-
My friend wos olso hit on lhe heod ond
both of us bled profusely. The wound wos
not heoled {ully even ofler reoching
Tibeton Reception Cenke ln Kolhmondu."

"Amidst the scuffle lhof ensued, the
couple frorn our group hid their children
forfeorofbeing killed. The penon whom
I hit with my stlc{ in the previoJs encounler
wos with lhe group. Furious ot me, he
pulled oulo gun ond ylos oboullo shool
me when his friends stopped him. We
pleoded lhot ure would give nroney but to
letus lo go oheod. We pooled togedrer
NC 5.800 ond gove the omounttolhem.
Then lhey leff us. We ossumed lhey needed
money. They were opporenlly Moci*, but
the receipl lhot we poid ot the firsl
encountsrdid not help us this time. They
told us thol they were Mooists ond
fdlo,vers of Moo Tse Tung.'

'Nexl doy, we meto Nopoli police. He
stcpped us from gcfng oheod. So, va v,e. rt
up tc o certoin point ond then come bocl<
from onolher rqlie.'

'l fled Tibet becouse I vonl lo seek
blessings of His Holiness ihe Doloi [omo.
I hove no olher purpose.' a
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WSSD in Jo'burg,
South Africo

lv1s. Noain Ddmo, English Reseorcher
of lhe Tibeton Centre for Humon Righh
ond Democrocy, ottended the World
Summil on Sustoinoble Developmenl
(WSSD) in Johonnesburg, South Africo,
22 August - 4 Sepl,ember 2002.

As porl of the Tibel Delegotion
comprising of members from two olher
Tibebn NGOs - TibetJusiice Cenlre ond
lniemolionol Compoign for Tibet - ond
represenblives f,om Tibelon Goremment.
in-exile, TCHRD conlribuled in generoting
qworeness obout Tibeton sifuolion in
generol ond Tibet's en viron menlol
concerns in porticulor.

The Tibet Delegotion heoded by Mr.
Jompol Choesong, Represenlolive of
Office of Tibet, South A{ricq, held two
vigils ol Nosrec (the NGO Globol
Forunfs venue)ond olSoodtcn (lhe venue
for lhe officiol conference) lo protesl
ogoinst lhe deniol of occredilotion to three
Tibehn NGOs from lndio ond United
Sloles to the Summit ond olso to coll for
Chino-Tlbet diologue. TCHRD publicotion
'Dispossessed: [ond ond Housing Rights
in Tibet" wos releosed with other
publicotions during Tibet Brieffng held on
'I Sepl,ember 2002.

A Tibet Exhibition stcll wos sel up ot
the NGO forum venue where the
delegotion disployed pictures ond
thongkos, ond disseminoled informotion
obcut lhe oduol situqlion inside Tibot, ond
distributed Tibet publicotions free of cql.

The delegotes spoke to loh of mediq
both W ond print, ond monoged to roise
greoler oworeness oboutTibet ond olso
conceming lhe deniol of occreditolion to

three Tibeton NGOs. TCHRD olso

olhnded severo\ coucus meelings, side

evenh ond worlchops during he Summit

ond lobbied for indusion of humon righb the some. O
ond Tibefreloted longuoges in the
polificql dedorolion ond lhe progromme
of commilmenl odopted by NGOs ond
governments oltending lhe WSSD. I

Low qnd
Longuoge
Workshop in ltoly

Mr. Tenzin Norgoy, Field Officer ol
TCHRQ otlended o lwo-week longuoge
ond lowWorkshop in Bolzono, lloly Fom
26 Augusl - 6 Sepbmber 2002. Ihe Soulh
Tyrol Provinciol Governmenl in co-
ordinotiqr with'mrious olherorgonisoliars
ond individuols orgonised the workshop
to educote Tibehn Aonsloion in lhe
speciffc ffeU otlegsl longuoge honslofar.

The wofuhop deoh with theoreticol
lhemes of legol syslem, legol longuoge
ond legol lronslofion. The first week
covered lopics such os oulonomy,
mulfilinguolism ond linguistic righh of the
minoriliss. The second week wqs
dedicoled lo techniqua cenlred
lronslofion; moking lronslolion eosier,
universol ond precise.

Two differenl Aushion ond ltolion
Tdevisiqr clonnels corerad lhe workhop
progrom thol wos lelecosl in lheir
resp€clivo counhies. Mr: Norgoy gove
interviews to the TV crew from lhe
penpectines of o Tibeton NC;O.

The rvu'lshop portUponb olso me{ w h
lhe President of Soufi Tyrol kovinciol
Goremmenl. Ihe presidenl ossursd his

perrcnol os well os goremmenfs suppat

m lheTlbet isue. l,rohr,lhey olso mel lhe

hiornent Choirpenon v^rho olso csured

Humqn Righfs
ond Democrocy
Workshop in
Shimlq

Mr. Ugyen Isewong, lnformotion Ofier
ot TCI-IRD, wos inviled os guesl speoker
during o three-doy workshop on
democrocy ond humon righh held lrom
6-8 September 2002 ot Shimlo.The
wofuhop wos ioindy orgonised by {our
regionol Tibelon orgonisolions in Shimlo.
Around 50 locol Tibelons porticipoted in
lhe wo*shop.

Mr. Grmo Choephel, member ond
former Choirmon ofATPD; Ven. Achoryo
Yeshi Phuntok, President of NDPT; ond
Ven. Lobsong Dhondup, o fimerpoliticol
prisoner, were lhe olher gueslspeokerc.

Mr.Tsewong spoke on humon rights
concepb, Universol Dedorotion of Humon
Righh', ond humon righh situqtion in
Tibel. On the light ofcunenl humon righb
situolion in Tibel, the porticiponls were
qsked lo relqte lhe relevont orlicles o{
UDHR in conesponding to different form
of humon righh violotions in Tibet A he
end of fie workshop, olmosl oll the
porticiponls expressed lhe need b conduci
such workshop regulorly especiolly
bgethg loubs"a
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Ngovvong Songdrol, o 24-yeor-old
nun wqs releosed nine yeors eorly {rom
Dropchi Prison in Tibet on I 7 October
2002 reportedly for good behoviour.
Songdrol hod spent I2 unbroken yeors

in prison for merely exercising her righl to
freedorn of o<pression ond opinion.

Eorlier in October 2001, Chinese
oulhorilies hod reduced Songdrol's
senlence by yeor ond o hqlf&om her tolol
senlence of2l yeon $ereby bringing her

senlence ot l9 ond holf yeorc. She hod
reportedly shown "genuine repenlonce
ond willingness lo reform" to eom lhis
senlsnce reduclion.

Songdrd hod remoined o high prolile
prisoner ofconscience. She hod feofured
prominently in thE list of deloinees
deserving immediote releose during
diologues of Chinese oulhorilies with

olher govemment delegolions ond in

compoigns by the internotionol
communily.

Songdrd wos o iuvenile when she wos

iniiiolly opprehended. She wos$e longest

serving femole poliliml prisonerond hod
her senlence inqeqsed on lhree occosions

She hod consisl,ently suffered inhumone
torlure ol the honds o{ the prison
oulhorities, including solitory
con{inemEnt. At lhe lime oI her releose,

Songdrol wos serving l9 ond holfyeors'
imprisonmenl.

TCHRD disprcves the cloims of
Songdrol's eorly releose due to "good
behoviour'. An informont from Tibet
reveoled lhqt Songdrol conlinues to
rcceive medicollreolmenl ot her home in

Tiber.

Anolher source. Possong Lhomo, o

former Dropchi inmcles ornenfly in exile

in Dhommsolo, odded, "Songdrol hod
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humon righh slondords. ln focl, lhe
Centre views lhese gesfures wilh coulion
ond skepticism. ln recent yeors, the
Chinese govemment hos opplied lhe
hostoge diplomocy toclic in response lo
lhe internolionol scruliny over their
deterioroling humon righh sifu otion.

Chino's imoge building process in lhe
inlernqlionol oreno ond the recenlJiong-
Bush lyrsl could olso hove ocled os o
cotolyst in compelling the Beiiing
bureoucrocy to re-lhink, review ond
revomp their policies ihol ore under such

inlense intemolionol scruliny.

Other foclors could include ihe
impending reshuffle in the Chinese
leodenhip, hosting o{the 2008 Olympics
in Chino, extensive lobby ond compoign
oclivilies worldwide for the prisoners'

releose, ond govemmentcl pressure in lhe
{orm of resolulions possed in bolh the
Europeon Union Porlioment ond US

Con g ress to recognise Tibelon
govern me nl- in -exile (TGIE) os lhe
legilimole government of Tibet if Chinq
foils tc negotiole with lhe TGIE wilhin nen
yeor20O3. l-lowever, in lhe weroll humon

righls situolion there hos nol yet been ony

obvious improvement.
TCHRD is hoppy {or lhe releose of

Songdrol os she did nol deserve to be
orbitrorily incqrceroled in lhe first ploce

ond suffer oll lhese yeors of torlure ond
incorcerolion. TCHRD would olso like to
drow qllenlion lo lhe focl lhol lhere ore
hundreds more who continue lo be
orbilrorily detoined under oppolling prison

condilion.
TCHRD would like io reilerote thol

prisoners hove spent lheir prime time

behind bors enduring untold punishment

ond torfure. Al leqst 77 Tibelon prisonen

73

China frees Ngawang Sangdrol

endured exlensive beotings ond lorlure
during her imprisonmenl especiolly for her
porlicipotion in lhe Moy I 998 protest. She

suffers multiple chronic oilmenls such os

severe bouts of frequent heodoches,
slomoch, inteslinol ond heort diseoses
(could be reloted to onxiely ond slress)".

TCHRD believes thotSongdrol moy hove

been releosed more on medicol grounds
rhon for the stoied reosons o[ "good
behoviou/.

Chinese oulhorilies employ lhis long-
stonding skotegy of releosing prisoners

whose crilicol heolth condilion is beyond
recwery ond recuperclion. This loctic o[
lote releose ofcrificolly ill prisonea usuolly

on medicol porole is lo shun responsibility

for $eir deolhr qnd lo ovoid criticisms
ogoind deniol of odequole. timely ond
effeclive medicol core.

Olher speculolions include Mr. John

Komms', Presidenl of Duihuo
Foundolion. fucording lo Mr Komm, lhe

releose wos'due to o regulolion lhot
mokes prisoner who enler prison os

iuvenile eligible for eorly releose'.

TCHRD would like tc express it growiog

concenr lhol releose of prisoners priorlo
lheir due doie moy not be interpreled os

lhe Chinese govemmenl's odherence to

I
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Born in 1977 in Lhoso, Ngowong
Songdrol, loynome Rigchog, ioined Goru

Nunnery ol o very young oge.

ln 1987, I 0-yeor-old Songdrol
porticipoted in o peoceful pro-
independence demonslrotion. She wos

detoined for 15 doys. On 28 Augusl
'I 990, she wos detrcined for nine monlhs
[c porlicipoling in onolher demooslrqlioo .

A yeor loler, she wos senlenced lo lhree
yeon' imprisonmenl in Dropchi Prison for

sloging onolher pro-independence
demonslrolion .

ln 1993, Songdrol ond l3 olher nuns

in Dropchi Prison mode o tnpe-recording

oflhe bruiol heqlment sulfered ond o{their

unfollering commitmenl to Tibetqn
independence. The lopa wos smuggled
oul ond circuloled throughout Tibet.

Songdrol wos lound guilty o{ "spreoding

ccunler-revolulionory propogondo' ond

hod her senlence extended by on

oddilionol six yeor.
On 3l July 1996, Songdrol received

on odditionol eighl yeors on her prison

lerm, mising her tolol sentence lo I 7 yeors

on olleged chorges o{foiling lo deon her

room. Actuolly, she refused lo rise lo her
feel v,fien o communisl porly delegotion
visiled her cell. Her physicol condilion
deterioroled d u e to tortu re ond h er rig h t
leg wos seriously iniured.

During the Moy 1998 Dropchi Prison

prolesl, oll prisonerc were beoten with
po rliculor {erocily meled oul to Songdrol .

Lhoso lnlermediole People's Court
exiended Songdrol's senlence. Despil,e

coneicfing reporh oboutthe lengtlr o{this
senbnce o<bnsion, TCHRD mointoins thot

Songdrol received four yeors senlente
exl,ension bringing her totol senlence lo
2l yeos. O

Soepo (ordoined nome Loden Thupten)

is o 3O-yeorold monkond former pditicol
prisoner frorn Tibet. Upon reoching sofely

in exile, he tesfiffed to TCHRD:

'l om originolly frorn Moncho Vlloge,
Uyong Township, Dzogong Counly
(Zuogong xion), Chomdo Prefecture. My

fomily engoge in forming ond nomodic
works. I used lo herd liveslock since lwos
eighl. At 15, I b€come o monk ofSongo
Thingcholing Monoslery in Dzogong
County. Belween 2l tc24yeoa, Istudied
olJompoling Monosiery in Chomdo.'

'ln 1995, pro-independence leofleh
wilh o pholo of H.H. the Doloi Lomo

oppeored on o woll ond on electric pole
neor lhe monoslery The leofleh, written

in Chinese, English ond Tibeton
longuoges, colled for 'Free Tibel' ond

condemned the Chinese Fonchen Lomo."

"The needle of suspicion pointed
towords lhe monks of Jompoling
Monoslery Anine-member Chomdo PSB

offfcers orrived ot lhe monoslery ond
summoned qll lhe monks for o meeling.
They phologrophed eoch monlq checlGd
hondwriting ond look our thumbprinh.
No onests took ploce thol lime."

"ln Februory 1996, I posted leollets
on on eleclric pole neorby the Chomdo-
Zochu Bridge. The leoflets contoined
slogons like 'Free Tibel', 'Long live H.H.
lhe Doloi Lomo', ond 'Chino quit Tibel'.
ln lole April 1996, I once ogoin posted

+,
n

the leoflets olong the wolls of
circu mombuloling poth ol Jompoling ;-
Monosiery."

"The nexl doy, obout 30 Chinese PSB

officers descended upon lhe monostery
ond seorched oll the monks'liring
quorters. Al lhot fime, they look o poper
from my room on which my roommole
Sonom (now 38 from the some ploce os

mysell) hod written the nomes of scriptures

in Tibelon. When lhe hondwriiing on lhe
poper wos motched with thot of the
leqfleh, itwos found to be identicol.'

"On 2 Moy I 996, Sonom wos onested

from the monostery. During the course o{
lhe inlenogotion, Sonom wos coerced to
disdoe my inrclvement. The nexl nrcming
on 3 Moy, lwos orresled ond token to
PSB Of{ice. Sonom ond I were kepl in
di{ferenl rooms. The some doy, lwos
intenogoted ond occused ol horbouring
venomous thoughls (referring to my pro-
independence octivities) despite being
gorbed in o monk's robe."

"l suffered different forms of iodure ond

mohreotmenl ot the honds of the PSB

officers. To exkocl informotion, I wos

shocked with eleclric bolon. They poured

olcohol on my heod ond prodded me wilh

the elechic boton. The hurl wqs oll the

more severe. They put o yoke on my neck

ond my honds were held up shoight in

the oir behind the yoke. At lhe some lime,

lwos mode to kneel on two shorp-edged
stones wilh o slick otlhe bo& ofmy knee.

When I moved o bil unoble to beor this

cruel posilion, lhey slep on the stick in
the leg. The poin wos excrucioling.
Wongdu, o Tibetrcn officiol, wos lhe moin

person responsible for fie lorlure. Thol
woy, lwos lortured ond inlenogoled ol
the PSB office for qn enlire doy. ln the

evening I wos hken to Chomdo Detention

Cenire.

i{i Chomdo Detenlion Cenhe, I wos

interrogoted once in every two lo three \
doys. Eoch lime lwos inlerrogoled, lwos
beoten ond pushed ogoinstlhe woll. My
heod wos bonged ond I wos kicked on
lhe chest. Sonom who wos olso broughl

hove died due to prison prison beolings
ond lorfure. Therefae, il conlinues lo roise

sericus concern lor lhe remoining pdilicol
prisoners orbitrorily incorceroled in
vorious prisons in Tibel.

"TCHRD so lu tes Songdrol's
indomitoble spirit ond courogeous
soqiffces. We ore hoppy forSongdnclond
her fomily', soid Mrc. Tsewong Lhodon,
Executive Direclor of the Cenke.
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is a regular section profiling political prisoners currentiy imPrisoned in Tlb6t ?s

Saved from the verge of executlOn

the courtyord neor the 1 st block,

Gyoiso shouted 'Tibel is

independent", iAll Chinese should
go bock to Chino', ond "Six million
Tibeions ore united". Al the some

time, he distribuied pomPhlels ond

hung poslen thot hod politicol
messoga ond proyers for the Doloi

Lomo. He olso reod out the Poster
oloud for everyone io heor

Liu Boo ond Zhoo, two Prison
officiols, Pemo Rinzin, heod of the

{ourth block; Lee Tue Tong ol the

fint block, ond one unknown
Chinese officiol {rom the sixih

block snolched owoy the
pomphleli ond clomPed fist cuffs

on Gyotso.
They kicked ond beot him with

their belts, iied him uP wilh roPe,

ond conlinued lo torture him until

he bled from his mouth ond nose.

Gyoho wos token to o lorlure cell

where he wos untied ond hit on his

genitols ond obdomen. DesPite

hoving been tortured, GYolso

refused lo "confess to his crimes'
ond insteod shouled 'Long Live H

H the Doloi Lomo" ond 'Free
Tibet', He wos then strongled ond

kicked cousing him severe neck

ond mouth iniusry until he fell

unconscious. Such intenogotion
sassions conlinued regulorlY Ior
one monlh.

Prison officiols ond "rc-educolion
through lobour' Commission

subsequendy colled o

meeling,modc PoPers to €xecut€
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Gyotso, ond fonvorded ihem io
the prosecution division. ln April

1 995, whlle the lnlermediote
People's Court order wos owciling
lhe opprovol of the Higher PeoPle's

Court, the prisoners of Dropchi
were oble to smuggle the news of
Gyoho's impending deoth obrood.
UN Speciol Ropporteur on Edro

Judiciol, Summory or Arbilrory
Executions on l8 Moy 1995 drew

on urgeni oppeol ond tronsmitted

the messoge to Chino.
On 20 November I 996, Lodroe

Gyolso wos bn olly beoten bY

prison guords during prison visiiing

doy. Gyoiso reportedly wolked

owoy from the grouP owoiting lheir
nomes to be colled out ior visilon
to get some sunlight. Gyotso wos

reportedly seen being covered with

o block cloth on his heod ond

beoten by prison guords. He wos

kept in o solitory conlinement cell

ond following his releose, he wos

detoined olong with criminol
prisone rs.

The Chinese resPonse stoted

thol no execulion senlence hod

been possed, rother thot GYotso's

sentence hqd been extended bY on

odditionol six yeon slorling from 3

Moy 1 995. He hod olso been

stripped of his polilicol righh lor
three yeors. Lodrce GYotso is

cunently serving o 21 'Yeor'
sentgncc in DmPchi Prison. t)

Lodroe Gyotso (bom in 1 961) is

originolly from Sog County in

Nogchu Prefecture. He wos o

donce qrtid ond weight lifting

chompion by profession. GYotso is

known locolly for his slrong
polilicol convictions ond
potriolism.

ln I 993, Gyoho's sister, Lhorik,

wos killed in o cor occidenl. The

cor wos driven by Goyoel, o

Tibeton, who is known os o strong

Chinese supporler. Though o cose

wos filed ogoinst Goyoel, he wos

pronounced "not guil[" ofterihe
cose wos left pending for over o

YOOI:

On 17 Jonuory 1993, o {ight
broke out belween GoYoel ond

Gyotso in o morket. I wos

oported thot Goyoel
unsuccessfully tried to shool
Gyotso twice. Two Policemen who

witnessed the conllia did nothing

io intervene. However, when

Goyoel wos stobbed. the Police
oncsted Gyotso'

The 'TAF lntermediota PeoPle's

Coud found Gyotso guiltY of
otlempt of murder ond senlenced

him to I 5 yeors' imPrisonment on

20 April 
.l994.

On 4 Morch 1995, GYotso

nceived permission from Prison
or.ihorities lo mqks o lone visit to

onother block to gel medicine for

o terious blood pressurc Problem'
While wolking olong the Sth block,

6th, 4$, 2nd blockr ond finollY in
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fo lhe detenliqr enlre experienced similor
torture ond ill treolmenl."

"There ore four olher polilicol prisoners
in the delenlion cenhe, oll of lhem were
Fom Droyob fuegueMonoslery They ore
Tsering Norbu B0), Tsedo (40), Tsetso B8)
ond Yeshi Tenzin (14). All four were
deloined in connectian wilh pro-
independence oclivilies. Chomdo
lnlermediote People's Courl senlenced
Yeshi Tenzin fo five yeorc'prison lerm
while lhe other lhree were given lhree
yeors"re-educotion lhrough lqbour' in
Chomdo Detention Cenhe. Afler six
monlh's deirenlion in Chomdo Detention
Cenlre, Yeshi Tenzin wos honsferred lo
Dropchi Prison. "

"ChqmdoTotso Thong is o big ground
where public senlencings ore held. On 2
July 1996, Chomdo lnte,nnediots Peopl6's
Courtreod oul sentences for Sonom ond
mysd{ ol Chomdo Totso Thong. I received
five yeors ond Sonom gotlwo yeors.'

'There were 'l I Tibetqn criminol
prisonen who were poroded belce being
execuled. I knew only some ol lhese
execuled prisoners. They were Tsego, in
40s lrom Chomdo, Tsegyol, 40s fiom
&oyob, Kyipo \imo, opproximotely 50,
ond Jomdo in 20s {rom Jumdo
Tornshlp."

'After being held for odditionol three
months in Chomdo Delenlion Cenke, I

wos honsferred to Dropchi Prison in
Ocrcber 1996. I stoyed in RuLhog 5 (new
block) of lhe prison for three months. I

wos shifl,ed to Rukhog 6. We were not
ossigned ony tosks butwe wsre mode to
perform the moming militory drill.'

'Following the I ond 4 Moy 1998
Dropchi Prison protesls, the prisoners
suflered tremendously ond severe
restrictions were imposed. Besides,
surveillonce comeros were instolled in tho
prison cells lo monilor lhe prisoners'
oclivilies."

"l wos releosed from prison on I Moy
2001 upon completion of myfull prison
lerm. I wos ordered nol lo sl,oy in l-hoso
for more fron 20 doys. Therefore, I left
for my nolive ploce ond lived thare for
obout nine months. I left l"hoso on 30
Seplember 2002 ond onived ofTibeton
Recepfion Cente (tRQ in l(oltrmondu m
l0 Ocbber 2002.'

Thinloy Nqowqnq

Thinloy Ngowong (ordoined nome
Ngowong Tendor) reported to TCHRD
obout his involvemenlin polilicol octivilies
lhot subsequently led to his detention. He
recounted to TC[.lRD:

"l om 34 yeors old. My ploce of origin
is Kyepo Township, Nedong County (Ch:
Noidong xion), Lhoko Prefeclure. lstudied
in o villoge primory school for olmostfive
yeors. For few yeors in belween, I ossisled
my fomily in forming. Al 17, I become
monk of Woelin Monosfery ond sfudied
lhere for six yeon."

"ln Februory 1993, I wrole pro-
independence slogons on bur lorge piece
of popers. The slogons soid 'Tibet is for
Tibetons' ond condemned the limited
number of monoslic skengih ond en{orced
birlh conlrd pdicy on Fibebn ,arornen . On
ihe night of 25 April 1993, I postred the
pope6 on both sides o[ o huge gole
nomed os Yordo Kowo in l-hoko Township.
The poclerc were olso postad on the door
ofo populor old shop where mony people
used lo meelond wolk posl, ond onolher
one on o gole of onother shop. All in oll,
I hqd eleven such posten wilh me.'

"l feigned sickness ond look leove Forn
lhe monoslery lo go forcheck-up. lsbyed
the night ot my grondfother's ploce. I

monoged b posh bw more poctvs &ring
lhe nighl.'

"As soon os I compleled my work I

plonned to relurn lo my monoslery.
Unfodunolely, my grondftdhersproined his
onkle ond I hod b stoy bock to help him.
While gcing to feth uoter, two policemen
on lhe woy colled me ond umnled to knory
when I left lhe monostery ond when I

plonned b retum. They held ma under
suspicion becouse lhey knew thot the
previous poslrerc hod oppeored neor my
horne. Therefore, lhey nolonly rccognises
me bul olso suspecled me imrnensely. ln
oder lo oroid {urthersuspicion, I boughl
Gw medicines ond leff lor rry monostery.,

'Two doys loler, six policemen ome to
the monoslery ond distributad popen fio
oll the monla b wdte down *reir personol
bockground. I beconre d<lUful o$oufieir
motive ond wrole my hondwriting

differently. After colleding ollthe popers
from the monks, the policemen left.'

"On two olher occosiqrs, I kied b poste
posters. On 8 Moy 1994, five policemen
suddenly come lo lhe monoslery ond
rqnsocked my room. They found the
pcslers ond o smoll boollel conloining
speeclres of His Holiness lhe Dqloi Lomo.
The police leom consisted of Norbu
Dhondup, Lohe, Khoo Te Jong, ond
Nyondok. Anolher l.lyondok 

'ryos 
thE heod

of this police teom. There wos one driver
wilh lhem olso.'

"l wqs loken to thoko lnlermadiole
People's Court fortiol. During the triol, I

osserted lhot TibEton people's slondord
of living wos deploroble ond thqt he
oulhorities should lesssn lheir reshiciions.
The judge slommed his ffst on lhe toble in
onger ond soid lhol I wos nol speoking
lhe tuth.

"lhoko lntemediote Feople's Court
senlenced me lo ffve yeors'prison lerm.
ln Februory '1994, I wos honsfened lo
rukhog (unit) 5 of Dropchi Prison. Upon
complelion of my prison lerm. I wos
releosed on 7 Moy 1998. '
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Tserinq Nvlmo

Thirty-six-yeor old Tsering Nyimo
reported to TCHRD:

"l come from o forming fomily in
Derong County (Ch: Der g non), lGrze
'TAP', Sichuon Province. I studied ot o
township primory school for lhree yeor:.
Aftenvords. I did forming in my nolive
ploce. I olso uo*ed os on eleclricion fur
somelime.'

"l ollempled escope lo lndio once
belore in '1990. 

Chinera border police
oneshd me ol Tingri County (Ch: Dngri
xion), Shigolse Prefecture. After
conffscoling 350 yuon fiorn me. I uros
deloined for two doys in Shigobe PSB
Oflice. They put me in o whide itrol wos
to loke me bock to hoso. I somehow .-
stoyed bocl in Shigohe for tuo monlhs {
ond monoged b escope unlil libef-t lepol
border during my second ottampt-,

'At TibetNepol border, Nepol police
or€sted m€ ond oonffscoted 1,800 yuon
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frorn nre. lwqs debined frr tt to doys bofqe
being honded over'lo Chinese border
police. There, I found six olher Tibel,ons

who were olso onested frx ollempted escope

inlo exile. Ou r group wos bken to Sh igolse

PSB Office locoled nEor Tashi Ling
Monoslery One of lhe polica officiols
recognised me ond tcld olhen thct lhis wos

my second orrest. Other people {rom my

group were relEosed ofler lwo wEeks'

delenlion whereos lwos del,oined for one

monlh.'
'When lwos releosed from delention, I

did nolhove ony money wilh me. I sloyed

in Shigotse for 15 more doys. Then, I

wolked for 2 l0 kms ond olso hitchhiked

till Sogo County (Ch: Sogo xion). lwolked

ond wolkod frx I 6 &ys ond ffnolly reodred

Mt. Koilosh where I stoyed for ten doys. I

ossisted elderly people ond smoll children

who ffnd itdifficultto circumombulote Ml.

Koilosh. I chorged 50 yuon eoch person

forossisling lhese people. Within 20 doys,

I hod eomed 450 yuon.'

'l reoched Burong Counly (Ch: Pulon

xion) ond mel o guide whom I Poid 150

yuon. I rrros wilh o group of I 2 people fien.
On Bodring N€pd bod€r, l0Pofle&om
our group wenlon lheir omr woy. len&d
up with o heovily pregnont lody from

Droyob County (Choyo xion), Chomdo

'TAP'. She hod o wry hord lime when she

gove birlh to hsr child. I don'l know lhe

nome of lhe ploce. We sbyed in lhot Ploce

for o week ond begged during doy'ime.

After o week's lime, we wolked for o
consideroble dislonce ond begged the

whole lime. Finolly we come l,o this lorge

city in Kolhmondu ond mel few Tibetons.

TheseTibetcns gove us dolhes ond money

ond took us lill Boudho Another Tibeton

gove us sheh,er for lhe night ond took us

to the Tibeton RecaPlion Cenlre,
Kolhmondu, the next doY."

" After hoving rcughlon oudience wilh

His Holiness the Doloi tomo in

Dhoromsolq, I become monko{ Gonden

Monosfery in South lndio, ond lived lhere

Ior six monlhs.'
"ln I 991 , I retumed lo Tibet wilh sEven

big photogrophs oI H l'l lhe Doloi Lomo

ond-lro Tib"ton nolionol flogs. I honded

lhese ilems lo my monostery. ln 1992, I

come l,o lndio wilh l5 monks. All lhese

monks ora nonsfudying in Sem, Depung

TIBEIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ANO DEMOCRACY

ond Gonden Monosteries in Soulh lndiq.'
'l wenl inlo Tibel once ogoin ofler

hoving worked in o Tibelon resftruronlin

Dorieeling in Norlh Eost lndio lorolmct
nine monlhs. Till 1996, Iwos in Lhoso,

gol monied ond hod children. The some

yeor, I guided l8 Tibetons tp Indio wilhout

ony problems on lhe woy. I chorged 450
yuon to eoch person.'

'On my retum to Tibet, I hod with me

Tibelon nolionol Ilogs, precious Tibelon

pills, ond sorne documenh. My wife ond

I uere onesbd by border police ot Nydom

County (Neilo xion), Shigohe 'TAP'. We

succeeded in giving lhe items in lhe sofe

honds of o driver {riend. From Shigolse

PSB Detenlion Cenhe, we u,ere lronJened
to Nyori PSB Del,enlion Cenlre.(

"My wife wos releosed on medicol
grounds, os she wos not feeling well. I

uos d€bined fo. six monlhs ond releced
Mosl of the deloinees in Nyori PSB

Delenlion Cenlre were Tibelons onesbd
for ollempted escope to lndio or enlry into

Tibet from lndio (mosdy without ProPer
Fovel documenh).'

'ln 1997 ,l come lo lndio wilh seven

Tibebns. I took copies of photogrcphs of
H H lhe Doloi Lomo qnd olher Tibeton

lomos in exile. I olso hod opproximotely

500 pholggrophs of Gedhun Choe\i
Nyimo, lheXl Ponchen lomo recognised

by H H lhe Doloi [omo.'
'On l0 June 1999, police from

Gyobumgong (police stotion in l-hoso)

ronsocked my room ond con{iscoled

neorly 20,000 yuon. I wos loken lo [roso
PSB Detenlion Cenlre. Besides

inbnogolion sessions, lwos tcrlured wilh

whoteverttre pollce oftcers could loy lheir

honds on. I wos repeoiedly osked obout

whot oll I hod brought {rom lndio. I wos

delqined for olmolt three weeks thot time.

loler, I wqs shifd to Gutso PSB Detenlion

Cenlre ond deloined for one week.'

1{ member from Lhoso lntermediole

People's Court come lo intenogole me ol
lhe debnlion ceirlre. Besidec the ilerns $ot
I broughtfrom lndio, he wonled to know

the detuils ol my oclivilies conceming

guiding people illegolly oocs Tibet. After

lwo yeon ond lwo monlhs' delenlion ol

Gutso Delenlion Cenlre, Lhoso

lntermediole People's Court finolly

sentenced me b lhree yeors' prison lerm'

I uros releosed on I I June 2002. Amonth

or so loler, I come to lndio guiding senen

Tibetons inloexile.'O

Additional
information on
Trulku Tenzin
DelelCs detention

ln loie Seplember 2002, TCHRD

inlerviewed Jomyong DhonduP
(ordoined nome l-obsong Gdek), o 29-
yeor-old cousin of Trulku Tenzin Delek.

He escoped inlo exile in lndio {rom

Lilhong Counly. He provided TCHRD

wilh more informotion on lhe evenh

leoding toTrulku's orrest ond his cr.rrrent

condilion:

"ln 2002 lhere wos o bomb blost in

Koze County lhol killed two people. ln

lhe some yeor, lhere wos onolher bomb

blost in Chengdu. Dhondup, o

businessmon from Chengdu, wos

orresled on suspicion of hoving
moslerminded lhe incidenl. His room

wss ronsocked ond police discovered o

photo ofTrulku Tenzin Delek in his room.

Dhondup wos intenogoted obout his

relotion with Trulku ond his involvement

ond motives behind the blost."

"On leoming lhotDhondup is reloied

lo Trulku, lhe police immediolely mode

ollegolions thol Trulku hod o hond in

the bomb incident. Soon ofter, Trulku's

mon oslery in NYokchuko CountY

(Yoiiong xion) r.ros seorched lhoroughly.'

"Affer the ssorch, o meeling uos colled

wheieby the ofiendonce of olher high

lomos ond Chinese olfrciols wos mode

mondotory. ltwos onnounced lhen lhol

o seorch leom disco\crcd pornogrophic

cossetles, o bog full of US dollors ond o

wig lrom lhe monosiery. This boseless

occusolion wos mode wifi the Primory

inlention of tuming PeoPle ogoinst

Trulku. Howener, lhis sholegy bocHired

ond no one believed lhe occusolions

People fumed oul in lorge numbers in

x+
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support of Trulku ond condemned lhe
Chinese oulhorities for their folse
ollegolions.'

'Vorious lheories come up os lo where
Trulku wos held. As for os I know, the foct
remoins unknown ond uncerloin. (ln
TCHRDAugust Humon Rights Updob, o
source reported thol Trulku is currendy
held in Dorhedo PSB Delention. Bul no
one hos seen him in percon since his
orrest).

'Four of his otiendqnh were orresled
with him - Tomding Tsering, Tsulhim, Asher
Dhorgyol ond Toshi Phuntsok (in our
eorlier report, lhe person's nome is
rcporled os Dhondup. The Cenhe owoils
furlher verificotion). According to my
knowledge, their whereobouls ore
currenlly uncerloin.Two people were
onested ond loler rBleosed follonr'ng lheir
involvemenl in fundroising oclivilies {or
Trulku's courl cose-'

'An eldedy penon nomed Tenzin Thinloy
wos sloying wilh Trulku on the night of
Trulku's orresl. The former wepl when
Trulku wos being token owoy by the
police. Trulku iold him not to be sod, for
he wos complelely innocent. He [urther
told Thinloy lo urge the locol people not
to demonslrole but hire lowyers if ever o
courl lriol lokes ploce.'

'So, it wos my uncle Lonkgo, his

cousin De De, ond Trulku's son-in-low,
who hired o lowyer lrom Koze Counly.
The lowyer osked for q remunerotion of
'10 lokh yuon ond did not guorontee
winning lhe cose. Therefce, ltrey were slill
in lhe procass o[ hiring onolher lowyer
{rom Ngobo County when I left Tibet. I

don'l know whot hoppened lhereofter.'
'Trulku wenl into hiding when the

Chinese oulhorilies come to onesi him frrr
lhe ffrst lime. Approximotely 20.000 locol
Tibetons signed on oppeol letter ond
submitted it to Beiiing govemment. The
oulhorities otlholfima issued o decree b
lhe monostery whereby il wos sded lhot
Trulku would no be orrssred if he would
refum ond stoy oul of trouble. Folloring
lhis ossuronce, Trulku refumed lo the
monosiery.'

The Chinese outhorifies storled U look
ot Trulku with suspicion offer he built six
monosterias. He offan spoke shongly
ogoinst deforesialion, lumbering ond

hunling. He even odvised locol Tibetons
nol lo fighl over lond disputos.

"The oulhorities did not like the foct
lhotTrulku did notseek permission from
lhe govemmentlo conslrucl o big sfupo
in Nyokchuko County. During his
leochings. he would olwop odvise people
notlo engoge in inler-rociol monioge ond
lo steodfostly followlhe ideols of H H the
Doloi Lqmo.'

?[terwords, Trulku sel up on
orphonoge in Nogchu County. The
orphonoge wos fully finonced by him.
Some port of the lond wos boughtwhile
lhe locols donoled the olher ports b build
*re orphonoge. ,tound 300 inmqles wero
lought moinly religion ond Tibeton
longuoge. The Chinese oulhorifies forced
its closure in 1999 for lock of officiol
permission. All words of the school hod
to refum lo lheir respeclive homes."

lnformolion on Trulku Teozin Delek's
delenlion wos recorded in Humon Righh
Updote April 2002 issue, According to
reporl received lhol time, Trulku Tenzin

Delek {olios Ah-ngq Toshi), q highly
respecled lomo in lilhong (Ch: lilong)
Counly wos orrested on the night of 7
April 2002 wifh four of his ottendonls.
Sichuon Public Security Bureou Officers
occussd lhe orreslees o{ being involved
in o bomb blost incidenl ot Chengdu's
moin squore [ion[u Sguore)lhree doys
eodier. ll wos reporled $ot Trulku wos
deloined in o locol PSB Detenlion Cenke
in Dorbedo (Ch: Kongding) C-ounty, Koze
(Ch: Gonzi), 'TAP'; though no one hrrs
seen him in penon.

Ebrdebibd irbm atbn on !)utra:
lbnzin D e.lek, lcg ontl
www,EhnC.oryArupd3E2 00 2/
200204 }ltl I,)

Update on
Tsangsul School
closure

Cloeure of o privote Tibebn school in
lhoso wos olreody reported in Augusl
2002 Humon Righb Updote. Ihe rising
populorily of the school ond ih olleged

offfliotion wittr the 'Doloiclique' reauhed
in Chinese oulhorilies closing down
Tsong-sul School in JunelJuly 2OO2.
Estoblished in 1988, the studenlshength
oI fie schod roee from 120 in I 995 to
500 in 2002.

A l4-yeor-old former student Kormo
Yeshi norrot€d to TCHRD, " lwos bom in
llroso. My porenh originolly hoil from
Dzogong Counly (Ch: Zuogong xion),
Chomdo Prefecture. At the oge o{ 10, I

got odmission in Tsong-sul School. We
leornl Chinese. Tibelon ond English
longuoge in lhe school. The overoge
sdrod fee chorged uos norninol. The por
ond orphoned sludenh were exempted
from school fees ond given finonciol
ossislonce. We benefiled o lot from this
school. Since mony sfudenh come from
poor rurol bockground. they get good
opportunity to study in this schoolfres of
cosl.'

"fu menlioned in fte TCHRD Humqn
Rlghts UpdoC, severol foctors conlribuled
tc lhe dcure of fie schod. One unknorm
foctor is lhot lhere wos o new four-storey
building ofChinese businass behind the
school. The residenh of this toll building
mode cornploinh to lhe concemed school
outhorilies thol lhe studenls mqke lob ol
noises ond couse diskubonce in the
neighbourhood.

'ln oddition, o govemmenl-run Yelhoq
ftimory Schod hos less studentqdmission
ond otlendonce with more poorstudenh
choosing lo ottend Tsong-sulSchool. The
school wos olso crilicised of being
owrcrowded ond unhygenic. ll wos olso
soid lhere wos lhe itrreot ol student being
run over by vehides since ifray hod to poss
lhe moin rood lo get to lhe school. The
londlord wus no longer permitled to renl
lhe premise for schooling purpose
{ollowing the govemment orderc. These
reosons werB erploined to our porenls
when fiey were mlled for meeling o doy
ofterthe school rws doeed."

"Simulbneous lo lhe dosurc, Yelhong
Primory Schod mod€ on onnouncamonl
lhot they would odmil studenh ond nol
require them to poy fees for one yeor: My
porenls do no hust lhot the sclool will
import good educotian. I left my fomily b
corne intc exile for o bellsr educolion ., O

i
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On 27 SePtember2002, Ms Tsewong

[hodon, the Executive Director, ond Ms'

Youdon Aukohong, Senior Progromme

Oficer, olong with otherTibeton NGOs'

mel o visiting lblion Porliomentory Golp'

Bo$ the stos memben briefed the grottp

on the wo* ond qclivities o{ TCHRD os

wellos lhe generolhumon righls situolion

,..,a" f,U.i fn. oorliomenloriqns roised

rnon, p"rtin"nt q'"slions with regord lo

"" 
iCnno prosrommo ond links with

.rh", int"-otionol humon rights NGOs'

Th" ororo n o" O"sented with TCHRD's

lotir.po* o ht end o[ he briefing''-On 
9 Oclober 2002' the ltolion

Poiio-.nt postd o Tibet Resolulion wilh

n07 
"ofo 

in fo'o*, one ogoind ond one

.Ur*"n"n. n'" f'Uel Resolulion strongly

JffJ ,o-t Cft'"t tofully recognise ond

L'"-"o il" f,"attentol polilicol' sociol

"""5 
*irurot 'iglttt "l 

religious' elhnicond

olher minorilies in Chino'

2002. Regionol Tibeto n Women's

Orgonisolion invited lhe strcfl os resorrce

person for lheir lhree-doy progromme'

The composition of porticiponts wos

different eoch doy hereby enobling the

resource persons ltc reoch lhe communily

widely. The porticiponh induded studenh,

bocherc, setflemenl ofiicers ond lormerc'

The porliciponh greoily opprecioted the

workshop ond expressed their views ond

discussed issues offecling them in on

enlhusiqslic monner

universolily ond indiYisibility of humon

rights ond genderequolily; relleclions on

globol, regionol, nolionql qnd sociol

conlexl ond lheirimpoclon humon righh'

The troining deolt with skills on how to

devise effeclive slrotegies to deol wilh

humon righh issues ond concems'

One oilh. mosl importonl ospects ol

the lroining wos lhe shoring of country

siluolions 
-lowords 

building increosed

solidority ond linkoges omong lhe humon

righh workers in lhe region On two

occosions, Mr' Tsewong gove

oresenlolions on the overoll Tibelon

.ituotion ond h,mon righls viololions in

Tibel. Moiority ol lhe porliciponh were

unowore qbout Tibet ond its current

situolion.

Mr- l'.loven Tserwong lnlormolion Oflicet

d rinib, poai.ipor"d in he 6th Annuol

;; i;;;" Rishh Troinins ond StudY

S-"r.,"" -n*'*a bY Bongkok bosed

fuion Forum for Humon Righh (l-orum

i"iol ot Chulolonkon U n iversilY'

Aonokok, fto,n O-27 Octob€r 2002'

Thi oorticiPonts were drown trom

""n*Jf rrn." n+ts orgonisotions ond

.Jr*to groups from sixteen different

""r"** ," Soufi ond Soufi Eosl fuio

l,k" tnd,o, Sn t.onko, Bonglodesh' Toiwon'

i;';;i; t,''", lnJonesio' south

Koreo, PhiliPPines cnd olhels 
.'' 

ii.'*,"i"n courses included lopics

.,:;;;l#, ond develoPment of

lrrnon agttl" n"rms; UN mechonisms;

lJoon invilotion lrom Deporlment o{

pr"Uil'i".i"" Cornmission ol Cenkol

iii't"" ed.i"itrtrion (CIA)' lAs Youdon

;;"*; oddressed 15 member CIA

Tminees ol Soro lnstitute'"-*.;k;."n 
n"ve q briel overview ol

,+,. i."nJt "aui* 
ond presented ihem

rr hi. 
"rr."nr 

huton righls siluolion in

t'?l**o 
olso screened q lo,minul'e

a*ir*"", - tt't destruc{ion of Serthor

Buddhist lnstilute ln Sichuon Province tn

Tibet. The document'ory screening wos

Iolloved by o queslion-onswer sessron'

Ms Youdon Aukotsong ond Ms Tenzrn

Choi"v "isit 
d fie Tibeton set ement in

X."i.'f"t 
" ".*hoP 

on humon righh

"""J'i"r*r*, 
tt"m l4-16 SePtember
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According lo o relioble in{ormolion
received from Tibel, Lobsong Dhorgyol
died Mondoy moming, l9 November
2002, in o 'reform through lobour' comp
in Siling Town, Mochen County
(Ch:Moqin xio n ), Golog "Tibet
Aulonomous Pre{ecture' ("TAP"),
Qinghoi Province.

He wos serving l6 yeorc' prison term
on olleged chorges of espionoge ond
"splifiist oclivilies. He hqd eorlier served
two ond holf yeors' sentcnce {or
odvocoting Tibe/s independence.

Although Tibeton Cenlre for Humon
Rights ond Democrocy (ICHRD) is yelto
receive detoiled informolion, it is olmosl
cerloin lhot Lohsong Dhorgyol's sudden

demise is due lo todure ond mohr€olmenl
in lhe forced lobour comp. ltwos reporled
lhothe suffered broin hoemortoge otlhe
time o{ deolh .

The comp where Dhorgyol wos

incorcersled is o Monufocfuring Unit{or
Hydro-Eleclricity Power Plonl. More
updobs o.r his deoth sholl follow upon
receiving fu rlher informclion.

The prevolence of lorlure os o reprisol
for polilicoloclivilies is of greol concem

especiolly in lightolhe People's Republic

o{Chino's (PRQ obligolions wilh egord
io lhe Convenlion Agoinsl Torture ond
Olher Cruel, lnhumon ond Degroding
Trectnenl or Punishment (C,{T).

Ahhough the PRC hod rofified CAT in

1988, TCHRD records indicole tolol
number of 79 known deqths both in
orsbdy ond ofler releose os o direcl resuh

of torlure since 1986.

The continued obuse ond l,orturc o{

Tibelons in Chinese odminislered prisons

ond detenlion centres in Tibet imply lhol
the Chinese governmenl is benl on
suppressing notionolisl senlimenh of the
Tibeton people. Individuol righis ond rule
of low sedm only to concur wilhin lhol
pororneler.

The Chinese criminol system hos
hodilionolly loid o strong emphosis on
'Loogoi' - 'reform lhrough lobour'. ln

1994, lhe Notionol People's Congress of
the PRC promulgoted o Prison Low lhol
officiolly oudowed lhe 'Loogoi' syslem.

However, lhe syslem remoins under lhe
terminology of 'Prison'.

The bosic oim o[ lhe 'loogoi' syslem

wos not simply punishmenl bul olso
'reform ond chonge for lhe better'.
Inmobs of bo,lh prisons ond lobour comps

(which ore now both dossified os prisons)

ore subiected to intensive lobour
requiremenh ond idedogicol troining thot

ore considered effeclive lools to diminish

individuol politicol zeol ond to creole

business profib.
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Brief bcrckground of
Lobsong Dhorgyol

Lobsong Dhorgyol uos q fomer mon k

o[ Robgyo Monoslery in Mochen County
in Golog 'TAP'. Bom lo Shergyom ond
Tsodon in 1962, Dhorgyol engoged in
nomodic works ond studied Tibelon
longuoge when he wos young.

His folher wos o slrong odvocole of
Tibet's independence ond wos involved
in mony "reoclionory" octivities following
Communisl Chino's onnexotion of Tibel
in I 959. His fqfier committed suicide in

1970 lo evode orrest by Chinese
ou lhorilies.

ln lhe post 1987 pro-independence
compoign, Dhorgyol, with monk {riends

Lobsong Polden ond Yeshi Gyoltsen,
printed opproximotely 40,000 pro.
independence leofeb ofslogons such os

"Free Tibel' ond "Chino, Quit Tibet".
On 15 November 1992, o grond

enlhronemenl ceremoqy for the lhen l3-
yeor-old Shingsong Tenzin Choekyi
Gyolhen Rinpoche wos scheduled to be
held ot Robgyo Monoslery Shingsong
Rinpoche, hood of Rofuyo Monostery ond
lhe 20lh reincomolion of lhe mother of
Jetsongkhopo, lhe founder of Gelug
School of Tibelon Euddhism, is

considered one of lhe leoding lomos in

Qinghoi Province.

On lhe Ew of lhe ceremony Dhorgyol

ond his componions posted ond
dislribubd the leofleh in sHegic y'oces

such os public roods; skeet, molls ond
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such os public roods; sheet molls ond
circumqmbuloiion roule oround Robgyo

Monoslery. A Tibeton nolionol flog wos

hoisled on lhe rooftop ol the monostery's

chopC ond o smoll poperflog wos posted

ol lhe corner.

The next eveaing, PublicSeorriiy Bureou

(PSB) officers from Mochen Counly ond

Golog "TAP" inlenogqt€d oll lhe monks.

Ten doys loler on 25 November 1992,
Dhorgyol wos orresled. Wooden block
prinh used in prinling lhe leqfleh were

discovered {rom his room. However, his

friends monoged lo escope.

After o yeor's delenlion in Golog
ftisan, Golog lntermediote People's Courl

senlenced Dhorgyol to three yeors'
imprisonmenl wilh two yeor deprivolion
ol pditicol rights. During lhe enlire period

of his imprisonmenl, Dhorgyol wos

hondcuffed ond his {eet were monocled.
He lost his two fronl leelh os o result oI
severe beolings. On 25 Moy I 995,
lobsong Dhorgyol *os releosed on
medicol grounds six monlhs before his

due dole of releose.

The Tibeton Youth Congress bosed in

Dhoromsolo, con{erred upon Lobsong
Dhorgyol, Lobsong Polden ond Yeshi

Gyoltsen the Mortyr's Aword in Augusl
l995, in recognition of lheir courogeous
deeds ond socrifices for Tibel.

ln eorly 
'1997, 

Robgyo Monostery hod
come under heovy restriclions ond
surveillonce. Therefore, in April 1997,

Dhorgyol fled Tibet to escod Shingsong
Rinpoche to Sero Monostery in Soulh
lndio.

ln Moy 2001 , while retuming to Tibet
to visil his oiling mother, Lobsong
Dhorgyol wos orresled somewhere neor
Shigolse in "Tibet Aulonomous Region"

("TAR"). He wos subsequenfly honded
over lo Golog "TAP' outhorities. ln

Oclober ol the some yeor, Golog
lnlermediote People's Courl sentenced
Lobsong Dhorgyol to o l6-yeor prison
term forollegedly engoging in espionoge
ond spli$isf oc'livities.

A recenl escopee from Tibet, 29-yeor-
old Lobsong Tsulhim, recolls,'ln April
2001 , I wos returning to Tibet with
Lobsong Dhorgyol ond Toshi Gyoho vio
Solukhumbu, Nepol-Tibel border, when
the Chinese border police detoined us.

TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

Wren lhey begon to hit us, we fought bock
ond thus monoged lo escope. Unlomilior
with the roules, we ron to different
directions."

'Dhorgyol wos orested neor dd Tingri

Counfy (Dingri xion) in Shigohe 'TAP'; I

wos orrested in new Tingri County ond
Toshi Gyotso in Golog ofter he hod
retumed home. After five doys'delenlion
in Nyori Detenlion Cenhe, lhree police
officers escorled Dhorgyol to Amdo
Golog. Thot wos the lost time I sow him.
He looked heolthy olihe time," conlinued
Tsultim.

Anolher escopee, Tenzin, {rom Rofuyo
Monoslery wenl io visit Lobsong Dhorgyol

in eorly June 2002. He reported lo
TCHRD " Since Dhorgyol wos my friend,
I wentto visil him in lhe debnlion cenlre.
Though I don't know lhe nome o{ lhe
delenlion csnke, I know lhol itis locoted
betr,,een Siling ond Dhorlhong County. I

sent 500 yuon ond some eqlobles {or
Dhorgyol through o guord, os [oce-to-
foce meeling wos nol permitted. Loter on,
I received o note {rom Dhorgyol stoling
thof he hod received lhe ilems. I

recognised Dhorgyol's signofure on lhe
note. I believe it hod nol been long since

he wos token lo lhe Monu{octuring Unit
o{ Hydro-Electricily Forver Plonl in Siling.'

Lobsong Tsullrim, lhe {ormer infrxmont,
is skeplicol oboul lhe noture of Dhorgyol's

deolh. He told TCHRD, "l believe
Dhorgyol did notdie noturolly. I olsothink,
since his orresl, his porenls ond relqlives
were nol ollowed to see him ot oll. lt is
inevitoble lhot he suflered torlure ond
mohreolmenl in lhe prison.'

"Dhorgyol wos o very good mon. He
wos socioble ond got olong wilh ew4,cre.
He wos very well-educoled ond hod o
greol sense oI polriolism. I wos shocked
by the news of his unlimely deoth. Every

Tibeton should shive lo live up lo his role.
His imoga cornes to my mind even tcdoy.'

ln on eorlier informolion received by
TCHRD, four exile retumees - Moltrok
Domchoe (27), Sonom Gyoho (34),
Kunchok Dhorgyol (32) ond Tsultrim
Dhorgyol (26) - oll from Robgyo
Monostery were senlenced lo six yeors'
imprisonmenl.

The lotast repat soys lhot ttp ffrst three

monks wera senlenced lo six yeors while

Tsuhrim Dhorgyol received ffw yeors'tem.
Chinese o uthorilies view lhe ocl ol visiling

lndio for pilgrimoge ond shidy wilh
suspicion o[ "splittist" oclivities.
Speculolion is olso rife lhotlhese people

ore suspecled lo hove hod close
ossociotions wilh Lobsong Dhorgyol.

Orher orresils ond
detentlon

After his orresl ot new Tingri County
in Moy 2001, 29'yeor-old Lobsong
Tsultrim wos detoined in Nyori Detention

Centre in Shigohe "TAP" {or olmost two
mon lh s.

Tsr,rllrrm wos orrested for bringing
politicolly significonl moleriols inlo
Chino; smoll in{ormofion booklets by
Tibetoo Governmenl-in-exile, pholos of
the Doloi Lomo, ond copies of lhe
Universol Declorotion o{ Humon Righls.

Tsulhim wos loler tronsfened to Golog
Detention Cenlre qnd deloined for two
odditionol monlhs. The prison
outhorilies monocled his feel for over o
month ond shocked him wiih electric

' cottle prods during inlerrogotions.
Around Seplember 2001, Golog

lnlermediote People's Courl senlenced
Tsullrim to three yeors' prison term. He
wos releosed within 20 doys o{ the
senlence onnouncement. His fomily ond
relotives poid 15,000 yuon to secure
his boil. He is originolly from Amdo
Golog.

Toshi Gyotso, o loyperson {rom
Dolong Township in Mochen County is

currenlly in Golog Prefecfure Prison

serving o lotol senlence o{ l2 yeors.

During lheir firsl encounler with tha
police in Solukhumbu, Gyotso hod
Tibetqn nolionol flogs, on
oulobiogrophy of the Doloi Lomo, ond
other politicolly significont books. On
occounl of possession of 'poliiicol"
items, he wos orresled in Golog ofter
his escope lrom lhe encounter. He is

regorded os one ofthe polilicol prisoner

wi$ the horshest senlence in lhe whola
of Qinghoi. l)

8L
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Farmers incarcerated for peaceful inde-
pendence demonstration

Lhundrup Doriee. born in
1968, is o former from Dosher
Villoge in Meldrogungkor
Counly.

On 30 J une 1992, Doriee
o long with lhree olher
componions disrupted o
politicol're-educotion' meeting
in the villoge of Meldro Gyomo
Trikhong in Meld rog u ng ko r
County. The othe r lhree
componions were Sonom
Dorjee, Sonom Rinchen ond
Konchok Lodroe. They ore oll
fo rme rs from Dosher Villoge
ond in their thirties.

The Chinese o ulhorities
org o nise meetings for lhe
villogers ond "educole" lhem
o bout communisi ideolog ies

ond propogote Chinese version
of the Tibeton history.

The four formers rushed on
sioge, s eized lhe microphone,
ond wrestled with the officiols.
They shouted p ro-
independence slog o ns ond
o nti-Chinese stotements
exh ibiting o Tibeton notionol
f log. Soon lhereofter, People's

Armed Police {PAP) rushed to
the scene lo orresl lhe
d e mo nslroto rs .

Afier the four demonstrolors
hod been drogged owoy ond
beolen by ihe PA?
opproximotely one hundred
villogers begon to shoul pro-
inde pende nc e s log o ns.

Thupten Yeshi, o former from
Meldrogu ngkor Cou nly, wos
formolly orresled on 14 July
1992. Though Yeshi did noi
toke port in the protesl on 30
June 1992, he wos suspected
to be the "ringleoder" of the
protest. He wos occused of
other politicol octivities or well.

On 20 Oclober 1992, the
five formers Ioced triol in Lhoso
lntermed iole People's Court
were sente nced.

Lhundrup Doriee who wos
severely injured during the
protest. ond wos sentenced lo
15-yeor- prison lerm with Iive
yeors'deprivolion of po litico l

rights.
Thupten Yeshi wos sente nced

to 15 yeor's imprisonmenl ond

five yeors' deprivolion of
politico I rig hts. Kunchok,
Sono m Dorjee, ond Sonom
Rinchen were oll senlenced to
13 yeo rs' imprisonmeni ond
fou r yeors'deprivoiion oI
politico I rig hts.

Sono m Rinchen died in
Jonuory 2000 while still in
prison, ofler folling sick for
more lhon lhree yeors wilhoul
rec e iv ing medicollreoiment.

Kunchok Dor jee wos releosed
on medicol porole in 1996.
Lhundrup Dorjee, Thupten
Yeshi, ond Sonom Dorjee ore
currently serving the ir
sentences in Dropchi Prison. I
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China thwatts
Buddhist Lama's
India visit

Tsewong Gyurmoy, 24, o{iginotes from

o {omily of postorol nomod in Nyorong
Counly (Xinlong xion), Koze "TAP",

Sichuon Province.

Gyurmoy told TCHRD "Between l0lo
I 7 yeorc o{ oge, I hod privote tuition lrom
my uncle on Tibelon longuoge. Three

yeors loter, ljoined Tsurphu Retreot Cenhe

in Nyorong. I olso got the opportunity to

study in Serthor Buddhist lnstitub {or three

yeors.'

Gyurmoy reported thol on influentiol
Rinpoche wos dEnied viso to hovel lo
lndio for reosons known only to lhe

offfciols. ll is howeverwidely speculoled
thot Rinpoche's loith in the Doloi Lomo

could hove evoked Chinese concem
oboul "spliiisl' inlluences in lndio.

'Delong Rinpoche, o 70-yeor-old
renowned religious proctilioner frorn
Nyorong, is o revered lomo o{ Lhopo
Monoslery in Nyorong. Rinpoche wos

bom lo o Chinese couple in Josong
Khong oreo in Chino. Rinpoche begon
his religious sfudies in Kodop Monoslery
in Derge Counly (Dege xion) in Koze.
The monostery follows Nyingmo School

ofTibetcn Buddhism."

'l hod his blessings ond know thol he
is o close ossociole of Khenpo Jigme
Phunlsok, the chief obbot ond {ounder
of Serthor Buddhisl lnstitute. Rinpoche
olnoys hod o greotdesire tc seek oudience
with ond blessings fiom His Holiness lhe
Dqloi Lomo."

'Delong Rinpoche lefl his monoslery
for l-hoso in Augusl200lwilh o Chinese
possport. Except for few close monks, no
one knew oboul lhe hip. Somehow lhe
news hod leoked becouse lhoso police
were olreody lipped off obout Rinpoche's
orrivol in t-hoso. lt is believed thot Korze

County pdice ftrce v,/ere behind the od.'
"ln [-hoso, Rinpote stoyed in o hotel

with few o[ his oltendonh. A week loler,
Rinpoche wos denied Chinese Viso to
kovel lo lndio for pilgrimoge ond wos
orderEd to refum lo his homelown. No

credible explonotion wos provided for lhe

deniol. Rinpoche hod to fly bock with'his

oiendonh to Nyorong."

'The locol people were highly
disoppornted wilh lhe wholetum of evenh.

They were soddened by fhe {oct thol
Riniroche's desire for on oudience with

HH he Doloi Lomo remoined unfulfilled.
Thogh Rinpoche is ol Chinese origin, his

reverence for HH lhe Doloi Lomo is shong.

Chinese qulhorities feor thol once
Rinpoche leovec Tibet, he m ight n ol retu m .

Moreover, Chinese govemmenl never
opprecioles onyone meeting HHthe Doloi
Lomo whom they consider os on enemy of
Chino,' recolls Gyurmoy. o

Political incident
at a s6patriotic

educationt' sessien

A 30-yeor-old Do{ee reoched Tibeion
Receplion Cenlre in Kolhmondu on I5
Seplember 2002. He is o former from
Gormo Municipolity in Amdo Ngobo.

Do4ee reporled to TCHRQ 'Chinese
outhorilies hove exlended'polriolic
educolion'compoign inlo the loy
community os well. During lhe yeorly
meeling lhol lhe outhorilies hold lor the
locol populoce, Chinese officiols would
coll upon lhe mosses lo imbibe communisl
ideology ond to discord 'splifisl' ideos."

"ln Oclober 1999, more thon I 00
Chinese officiols including the heod ol
Gormo Mu n icipc!lity (Golmud shi)
ofien&d qre such meeling. When o breok
wos onnounced in belween lhe meeling,
I sl,ood up to wolk forword. The township
heod dlrectly poinled ot me ond osked
'whot do you wonl?' I responded 'lwont
Free Tibet'. I spoke il loud ond cleor. An
elderly Tibeton told me io run bul I did
nol.'

'Within few minules, o dozen ormed
police ond soldiea doshed intc the crovrd
ond wolked up lo me. I olwoys conied o
smoll poperkrife in my pockeL ltook ihof
oul ond lhe police were hesiicnlto come

close lo me ol {irst. But I wos oulnr,mbered

ond my knife wos snoldred owoy. My orms

were twisled behind my bock. All of o
sudden, I wos pulled down tc the ground

ond oll police ond soldiers begon lo beot
ond kick me. From thol doy onwords, I

hove heoring problem."
"Thot evening, I wos token to lhe locol

PSB Detention Centre. As beoting
continued in lhe delenlion centre, I

vomiled blood. I become so sick thot I

could not eqt ond move oround. My

inmoles colled the police ond reported my

precorious condilion. A doctor who
checked me told $ot I needed immediote

medicol oltenlion."
'Afler one month ond l5 doys's

hospitolisotion, the doctor slill
recommended complele bed resi. My

fomily poid oll the medicol expenses. So,

on ogreemenlwqs reoched with the police

thot my porents would loke core o{ me.

However, I hod to report to lhe police

stqlion on o regulor bosis. ln thol woy, I

wos ollowed to refurn horne."
"ln 2001, I wos hoving lunch in o

resfouronl with severol olher {riends.
S udden ly, few PS B o{ficers borged i nto lhe

restouront ond I wos whisked owoy. I wos

inlerrogoted obout my octivities ond
su bsequenlly subjected lo minor
beolings.'

"Then, one doy, lwos poroded oround
wilh severol olher criminol prisoners. I wos

detoined for 15 doys ond releosed. lwos
told thot my movemenls qnd oclivilies
would be monitcred."

" Becouse of such restriclions, I

escoped wilh my wife ond fourchildren lo
lndio. I olso hope thol my children will
get belter educotion in exile.'

Exile Tibetan
detained for entry
into Tibet

ln slork controdiction lo Chinese
govemmenl's cloim of welcoming exile
Tibeion brelhrens into Tibet, TCHRD hos
received severol coses o{ paople being

,\
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orresl,ed for ollompting enlry ioto Tibet.
Tseten Doriee,28, bom in lndio, foced
deienlion when he recendy lried to go to
Tibet.

Do(ee relol,ed to TCHRD, 'l wos bom
lo o seven-member fomily in Kollegol
Tibeton Seldemenl in Sor.rth lndiq. I wo*ed
os q chef in severol ploces in lndio. lwos
olso ol the lndion Army for seven yeors
since I992. ln Februory 2002, I reoched
Nepol.'

"Aller o few doys in Nepol, I mel severol

newqomers who were relurning to Tibel. I

took lhe opportu nily to join lhe grorp. We

wolked vio Morrnt Koilosh ond reoched
Ngori 'TAP'. We come ocross seven
pdicamen ond they detoined us ftr 'l 8 doys
in Ngori Delenlion Cenhe. Afenaords, we

vare lransfened lo o new deiBnlion cenlre
in Shigohe, iust oppocile Toshi $runpo
Monoslery. There were more lhon 200
Tibebn pdsoners who oll were onesbd for
ottemptred escope from ond enlry anlo

Tiber.'
"l wos inlerrogoled moinly oboul lhe

purpo6e o{ my lrip ond the exile libelon
govemmenl bosed in North lndio. I wos

osked oboutthe moin conlents ofthe tolk
given by *re newly elec-ied Prime Minisler
Somdhong Rinpoche; number o{
depodmenh in lhe exile govemmenll
number o{ stoff ot the Tibeton Receplion

Cenhe ond lheir oclivilies. I wos olso
queslioned os lo how mony exile Tibelons

schools how been set up. They hove lols

of pholos {rorn exile. moinly cd sdtods ond

monosbries. I replied thot I entered Tibet
lo meetmy relolives, ond pilgrimoge.'

'This new delenlion csnhe hod o sign

boord 'Receplion Cenlar' (Tib:
Nyelenkhong). According to informolion
puUi*red in o ne,rrpoperi l'lyeleokong r.os

reportedly meoni to Provide
occommodolion lo exile Tibelons who

refum to Tibet. The rooms hove decEnf

focililies induding nice ond lhick cushions

ond cleon bileh. Bullhe inmobs hove lo
follo,.r skiclrules qnd regulolions such os

compleie reshiclions on singing songs,

proyen ond oulings. We were provided o

cup of block teo ond o lillle TsomPo

(roosbd borley) in lhe oftemoon ond mcdy

uncooked Tibeton noodes in lhe evening''

'As 'reception cenlre' wos newlY

consduded, it hos o new impressive look'

However, il is no different{rom o regulor
prison becouse reslrictions ore imposed
on lhe inmoles' Feedorn of movemenl ond
expression. The nome is iusl o focode-'

"During my delention, Toiwonese ond
Singoporeon visiicrs from l-hosq visiled lhe
prison block. During lheir visif, we got
good food but ofterwords, lhe food would
be iust the some. When people foll sick,
ihey don't get good medicol ireotmentol
lhe delenlion Cenhe. The medicine thot I

received for my lung diseose there
oggrovoled my sid<ness. They hod to trke
me to Shigoke People's Hospitol. I wos
detoined for six monlhs ond 20 doys.
During lhot f me, I ',ws forced to *ork wifi
olher in moles in lhe conslruclion of roods
ond buildings."

'Since I didn'l hove o trovel permit, I

wos deporied ic Nepol vio Shigohe ond
Drom (Iibet-Mpol bcder). I wos nol wen
ollowed o pilgrimoge. ln Drom, the
Chinese police focililoted my crossover
inic lhe Nepoli oreo."

'lwentto Tibet to see lhe lrue situolion
inside Tibet. On our outings for
conshuclion wo*s, I sow thoi rurol Tibet
is sfill reeling under high poverty like in
oreos like Dngri ond Shigohe. The so-
colled development is confined only tc lhe

melropolilon cilies. I hove found lholeven
lhe roods in lhe rurql oreos ore rugged

cornpored lo the cilies. I {eh sod to notice
such poverly in Tibet. There were mony
Tibeton beggors os well."

"Once I onived in Nepol, I feigned
modness ond ltre border police let me
proceed lo Kolhmondu. I onived ot lhe

Tibetun Receplion Cenlre in Kolhmondu

on 23 November 2002.' t)

Escapeets
experiences actoss
the botder

Twenly-two-yeor old Lobsong Sherob

repoded lo TCHRD, "l wos q herder before

becoming o monk ot l5 yeors in Soghong

Monoslery. I om originolly from Dzoge
County, Ngobo "TAP", Sichuon
Province,'

'ln April 2000, h.ro monks from my
monostery Phegyol ond Polden, wroie
'free Tibef on lhe windscreen o[ o privole
vehicle po*ed on lhe roodside. On lhol
doy itself, locol police onested both the
monks. Loter, Dzoge Counly Court
senlenced lhe lwo monks to two yeors'
prison term. Folden wos releosed before
lhe complelion of his ferm but Phegyol
posed owoy ol the end of Februory 2002
qher releose. lt is soid lhd he suffered
immenss lorlure in lhe prison. ldon't
know lhe nome of lhe prison. Bolh lhe
monks ore originolly from my nolive
ploce."

"ln Moy 2001, I tried to escope Tibet
wilh o group of live including o rood
guide. Before we monoged to cross
Solukhumbu, Ch in ese potrolling
policemen orresled us. ll wos oround
midnight. After tying our shoeloces
togelher, the police kicked us oround.
They hit shoes on our heod ond soid it
wos symbolic of HH lhe Doloi Lomo
giving us blessings. They did oll lhese in

on opporenl ollempl lo moke o moc*ery
out of our deep foifi in HH the Doloi
Lomo. Our religious senlimenh were

deeply hud by lheircollous behovioun.'
"The following doy, we were detoined

for o night in Tingri Detenlion Cenlre in

Shigohe 'TAP'. We were loterkonsferred
lo Nyori Prison (or Shigotse PSB

Delenlion Centre) where we were
deloined for lour monlhs. There were ffve

blocks in the prison ond my group wos

pul in block four. There were oboul 170
people in lfie block mcl of whom urere

Tibelons refuming fran lndio- I sow Tenpo

Dhorgyol ond Thinloy {rom Amdo
Gdog. They r,rere dertoined becouse lhey

hod brou ght eight Tibelon nolionolffogs

ond olher polilicol daumenb from lndiq.

The lwo were interrogoted {or I 5 doys

ond lhey sufiered hemendous beotngs.'
"ln September 2001, 69 o{ us from

Dzoge Counly were senl bock lo our
ploce in o lruck. Theo, we ware deloined

for len more doys. Nler poying o fine of
yuon 3,500 to lhe counly police, lwos

releosed."

"Soon ofler we were in Dzoge CountY,

pdale
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three Sogtsong Monosbry monks posled

posten in Thongo Township oreq. The

po",ers colled for'unity omongsl lhe
Tibetons, ond thol the Tibetons shorld use

Tibel,on longuoge ond preserve Tibelon

orlture.'The lhree involved in the pcter-
posling incidenlore Choephel, Wongden

ond Yibning. Dzoge police officers
immediotely qnesled lhe lhree monks.

Choephel, believed lo be fie insligoicr of
lhe incidenl, wos sentenced lo lwo yeon'
imprisonment while lhe olher two were

fined ,1000 yuon eqch.'
"l went wilh my group of five to Lhoso

ogoin in Februory 2002. We stoyed in o

hotel neorby Lhoso colled Mentzekhom.

The Chinese p<.rlice orresled us for no
reoson. They soid we looked like
murderea, ond thol we oppeored ic hove

plons lo escope to exile. Afler being
deloined for five doys, we were releosed.

The reslo{ my ornponions were refumed

to Dzoge ond I remoined in Drepung
Monoslery in lhoso. ln September2002,
lescoped ogoin with 28 otherc ond
reoched Tibeton Reception Centre in

lGthmqndu on 30 Seplember2002." O

A pdsoner flees
ftom Dtapchi
Pdson hospital

Kormo Dowo olios Kodor fled from o
hospilol locoted neor Dropchi Prison
where he wos recuperofing ofler
undergoing o moior operotion. He wos
serving o lolol sentence of 2l yeors.

Formerly booked under criminol
offences of olleged robbery ond gun
pilfering from o police officer, Lhoso
lnlermediqb Courl sentenced Kodor ic I 3
yeors'lerm in Dropchi Prison. Kodor
olong wilh olher co-prisoner Kormo
Sonom inilioled lhe Moy '1998 Dropchi
Prison prolesh during which they roised
pro-independence slogons ond lhrew
I eofl ets into lhe qir. Th is do ri ng oct wilh in
lhe prison compound eqrned thenr

senlsnce exl,ension ofeighl ond nine yeors

respedively.

TCHRD held four inbMew sessions wilh

Kodor. TCHRD produced below lhe
lrondoled version of his peaonol teslimcry
wrilten in Tibetcn longuoge:

"l om originolly from Sershul County
(Ch: shiqu xion). ln 1994, lcome to l.heso

with my componion Tsering Norbu for
pilgrimoge ond business . Wifiin four
doys, seven policemen orresled us neor
Romochi Monoslery ond detqined us in o
police heodquorter. We were occused o{
robbing people ond sleoling gun {rom o
police ofiicer. Bolh of us were beobn very

bodly. "
"After one week, we were hqnsfened lo

Gulso Detenlion Cenke where lwos
deloined for o yeor ond eight monlhs.
During inlerrogolions, lwos shocked wlth

eleclric colde prod ond lhreqtened with

furlher qssoull lo extorl confession. The

whole lime I wos deloined, I did nol
confess to lhe chorges,"

"Finolly, lwos sentenced to l3 yeorc'
prison term ofler lhree court triols. I

repeoledly sloted my innocence ond
demonded lhe court lo produce eilher
evidence o. wihess ofmy olleged oimes.
Upon being sentenced, I requesled on
oppeol ogoinsl lhe senlence. The courl
officiols told me lhot I would hove to
orny'eb rny senlence bebre lwc ollolred
to oppeol.'

"ln 1996, I wos shifted to Unit 6 of
Dr,opchi Prison, I recounled my slory lo o
Tibeton of{iciol in lhe prison who
encouroged me to oppeol. There{ore, I

senl lwo opp€qls lo Lhoso lntsrmediote
Feople's Court. ln ltre oppeol letter, lwole
nry experiences of being folsely chorged,
of my kiol ond innocence.'

'Threa months loter, iwo Lhoso
lntermediole Courl officiols onived ol
Dropchi to meet me. Dekyi, o Tibebn
womon ofliciol osked me why I wrole ihe
oppeol letter ond soid it wos o useless
exercjse. She odvised me ogoinstpunuing
on oppeolos lhot might possibly leod to
senlence exlension. lrestoted lo lhe
officiols obout my innocence ond
demonded fiot lhey provide proof of my
crimes. The officiols noted down oll my
commenls bul nothing hoppened
lheraofhr.'

"Forlhree yeon, I worked in lhe sewing

room of Dropchi. I used io secredy listen

to (Iibeton broodcqst ol) Vace of Anrerico
qnd Rodio Free fuio. I become qwore of
the conditions of Tibeton politicol
prisonerc. During visih o[ he foreign

delegotions, he food in Dropchi would

improve; olherwise lhe {ood wos gencrolly

inodequole to meet the heohh needs of
lhe prison inmotes. During such visih,
mcl o{ ihe Tibehn politiol prisoners were

sh ifud to thur cells to show lhol lhere were

not mony polilicol prisoners."
"ln lhe quieh oflhe prison cell, lwould

reflecl on the sod lrogedy o{the Tibeton

situolion. Hence, lfelt increosingly obliged
to protest the conditions under which lhe
Tibetqns suffor under Communisl Chino
in generol ond lhe horrific conditions of
politicol prisoners in porticulor. I held
discussion wilh Kormo Sonom, onolher
prisoner, ond we decided lo protesl
whenever on oppropriol€ opporfu nity

presenled itself; either o visit from o
foreign delegolion or on on imporlont
onniversory or ony lorge pubhc meeling.
So, Sonom ond lwrote "Free TibEf ond
'Long Live His Holiness tha Doloi tomo'
on smollsheak ond hod l5 eoch.'

"On I Moy 1998, lhe prison oulhorilies
plonned lo celebroie lhe lnlemolionol
[obour Doy which wqs lo hove o flog
roising ceremony, ond demonslrolioo of
militory drills by the inmoles. All lhe
prisoners, bolh criminol ond politicol, were

I in ed u p for lh e occosion . J ust before lh e

flog wos roised, Sonom ond I stepped
forword ond shouted 'Free Tibet' qnd

distributed. loofl €h. Other prisoners
prompdy ioined in ond shouled'Free
Tibet'. This coused tobl chooe frr obout
hrenty minular in lhe prison cornpound.
The Chinese orny ond police immediobly
rosponded by converging on lhe
prisoners. Mony prisoners were beoten
ond suffered serious iniuries. This prolast
resuhed in lhe consequenl deoth ofeighl
polilicol prisonen ond senlence exlension
o{27 pditicol prisonen.'

'l wos bodly beolren ond ploced in
solitory conffnementfcr lhrae monlhs ond
28 doys with honds cuffed ond feEt
mcrroded. l',ros inhrogobd cr o nnnil y
bosis ond lwo prisoncn were ossigned hc
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TCHRD briefs EU
Flnst Secretory in
lndlq

Mr. Froncois Mossouli, EU's First
Secrelory (Pol) ln lndio wos in
Dhoromsolo for o lwo-doy visil from 29
November to I December 2002.

During his short visit to TCHRD, the
Execulive Director ond stof{ members
briefed him on the currenl humon righls
siluotion in Tibet.

The Fint Secrelory uos olrc ocquoinled
wilh the plQhlof Tibetcns longuishing in

lhe Nspoli ftisor' . TCHRD roird lhe issue

of nght b self-determinotion tc be induded

in fie Chino-EU diologue on humon
righh. u

Orlentolion to
TGHRD sloff on
refugee low

Mr. Deepok Kumor Thokur, o
prominent Delhi bosed lowyer ond
re{ugee low experl, gove orienlolion to
TCHRD stqff members on refugee low
ond refugee rights on 30 November
2Cn2.

The stoff members roised mony
perlinont questions concerning the

. lndion lows guoronleeing refugee rights

ond {reedom of movemenl. a

confinued from page 6

monilor ond reporl on oll my oclivities.
After lhis period, I wos ogoin loken to
courl lo be re-sentenced. I received
senlence exlension of eighl yeors ond
lGrmo Sonom gol nine yeors'sentence. I

ogoin used the opportunity to prolest my
innocence ond lo denounce lhe uniust
coud procedures.'

"Al this time, lhe courl ogreed lo
invesligol€ my previous hiol. However,
nolhing come of il ond I did not heor of
ony resulh o{ lhe investigolions. During
both triols, I wos denied occess lo legol
represenlolion ond only Kormo Sonom,
myself ond Chinese courl officiols were
present. Bolh o{ us were ploced in Unit
One of Dropchi Prison."

"l begon lo experience serious heohh
problens, hoarewr, prisqr oftciols refused

to believe thot lwos unwell ond my heolth

b€gon lo del€riqole. Afler repeoled pleos

for nredicolcheck-up, I wos linolly token

to l"heso Militry Hocpilol sornelime in July
'1999. During oll this lirne, both my feel
ond wrisls were choined. A doctor
recommended ihot I required oparofion.'

'l,ros told to sign o documenldoimirrg
responsibilily for my deolh in lhe evenl of
o foiled oprotion. A prison ofliciol osked
me if I hod ony wish to be fulfilled before
lhe operolion. I requested ltrem lo lel my
molher visil me in the hospitol bul lhis
wos denied. llhen osked lhem tc remove
lhe choins {rom my bod but lhis tco wos

denied. I wos choined even while he
operolion vvos being performed.'

'Afler ong monlh in lhe hospibl, my
condilion begon to improve. Ionce ogoin

requesled {or lhe choins to be removed
but lo no qvoil. Two ormy guords guorded
oll the politicol prisonen from Dropchi in
the hospitol. One doy ihey decided thot
oll lhe prisoners should wosh ond hence
we were ioken lolhe courtyord. Idedined
to go os lfound it difficuhto wolk. Out of
sympothy,lhe guords removcd my choins.
Soon, new guords onived who did not
insist on lhe choins lp be put on. So, I hid
ihe choins underlhe bed ond wos free to
move oboul. The guords did nolseem to
know lhql lshould be choined. So, I

escoped lhis poinful experience.'

"Afler lhree doys on 6 Augusl I999, I

sow on opporlunily lo escope. At oboul
one o'clock in lhe oftemoon, I told the
guor& lhot I uanted to go tc lhe bolhrocn.
lwore my ploin doihes inside my prisoner's

uni{orm. The guords were wotching
television ond did not poy much otlenlion
to me. When I sow lfie guords completaly
bngrocsed wi*r o W progromme, lquielly
slipped oul of the bolhroom ond ron

"l ron for lhree doys before I begon to
slow down lo wolk. I wenl lo my uncle's
ploce ond sloyed there for o month. I

monoged lo $cope before lhe police
could onive io orresl me. My uncle ond
his doughlar foced intimidolion by the
police for not reporting obout me
immediotely. I wos in hiding for mony
monlhs.'

'h2AQ2,l monoged to escope olllhe
wsy lo Tibelon Receplion Cantre in Nepol .

lescoped moinly lo ovoid re-onesl ond to
serye qs o voice for other imprisoned
Tibelon pditicol prisonen slill longuishing
in Chinese ioils.'I

I
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Human Rights begin with you, Your concern

and participation make a dlfference. Your

support could instill faith and hope in those who

have been stripped of heir humar dignity.

Join hands with TCHRD

BECOME A MEMBER

You benfiE and rsponsiblliti*

v YorJll rEd\€ fr€s of c6t ou Hunfi Rights edab
, Alourpidicatiqls willb6 sentlorfrE Lpon regJest
, YoJ'll reiv€ a flEfibershh cad
v YoJ can iin cur canpdgns
, Annual membership lee Rs. 10MJS 130 for adJlt

m€mb€rs and Rs. 50 ruS $ 15 for studer E

Please e-mail us al dsala@tchrd.org or
nozin@bnrd.oq orwrib to us on orpost€l addBcs
foffrrfier intornalim.
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TIBETAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGI]TS AND DEMOCRACY _
cr.cElrEER 2002

The Tibeton Centre for Humon Righis

ond Democrocy (TCHRD) hos received

odditionql in{ormotion on lhe execulion

orders issued on 2 December 2002 bY

Koze lnlermediote People's Court in

Sichuon Province.

Two Tibelors, Trulku Tenzin Delek (o.k.o

A ngog Toshi) ond his lollower ond o

distonl rel6tive, Lobsong Dhondup (28),

were sentenced to deoth on olleged

involvemenl in o series o{ bomb blost

incidents in Chengdu. Other chorges

lobelled ogoinst them ore, "illegol
possessron o[ orms" ond "engoging in

splittist octivilies".
According lo sources wilhin Tibet

conoboroted by Sichuon People's Doily

(3 December 20O2), Lobeong DhonduP

wqs sentenced to immediob deoth penolty

with o li{e-long deprivotion of politicol

rights. Trulku Tenzin Delek wos given

deoth with two yeors' reprieve ond life long

deprivolion o{ politicol rights. Chino's

Criminol Low gronts de{endonls wiih o

dgli lo opp€ol within ten dop o{ sentence

but success o{ such oppeols ore olmosl

non-odstent.
According to oursource, lhe exectrlion

hos not loken ploce to dole. Locol Tiberons

mode on oppeol {or onnulmenl o{ the

deoth senlences. lt is reported thot the

cose is now re{ened to Sichuon Higher

Faode's Court.
lnformolion thering {rom Tibet indicotes

fiot during lhe courl proceedings on 2

December 2002 in Koze lnlarmediole

People's Court, Lobsong DhonduP

shorned, "Neither Tru lku nor I om involved

in ony woy with lhe bomb explosions' The

VOLUli,tE Vx iiU*IBER 12

China sentenced two Tibetans to death

lriol wos unloir."
Reporls indicote thol Trulku occused

the qourt of folse ollegotions ond un{oir

lriol proceedings ond shouled, "Long

Live His Holiness ihe Doloi Lomo.'
Security officiols immediotely rushed into

lhe courlroom ond gogged Trulku's

moulh with o Piece o{ cloih. He wos

drogged owoy into on inner room within

the court-
Since the sentencing, Chinese

oulhorities hove onsoc|<ed sererol homes

oI locol inhobitonts to seorch lor "politicol'

evidences, ond Uthong County hos come

under slricl scnrtinY.

Trulku Tanzin Delek, o highly respected

senior leocher lrom Lithong County in

Korze "TAP' ("Tibel Auionomous
Prelecture') wos token into cudody on the

night of 7 April 2002. Some rePorts

suggest thot Lobsong DhonduP wos

onesled eodierlhonTrulku Trulku wos held

complelely incommunicodo for eight

months uniil the doy oI his triol'

The {our ottendonts viz Tomding Tsoing,

Tsultrim, Asher DhorgYol ond Toshi

?3

Phuntsok were orresled with Trulku. The

wheeobouts ol the four rcmoin uncerloin.

It is widely believed thot religious

leoders due to their obility to in{luence

locol people hove in recent limes become

prime lorget lor oppression. This pottem

o{ perceiving religious leoders os threo}

hos resulled in o series o{ orrests o{ revered

lomos including Geshe Sonom Phunstok

ond Khenpo Jigme Phunlsok (relurned to

Serthor lnslilute in mid 2002 ofter o yeor-

long incommunicodo detention in Chinese

custody).
This iightening o{ repression comes ot

o lime when the Chinese govemmenl is

hell bent on bronding politicol octivities

with octs ol t"rroris- following the
Seflember I 1 incident. Amendmenls lo
lhe Chino's Criminol Low odoPted in

December 2001 Ploces severe

punishmenls for lhose whc 'orgonise or

leod o lerrorist orgonisolion' from lhree

yeors lo len yeors' imprisonmenl lo
between len yeon ond life (orticle I 20 o{

the Criminol Low). The lerm "lenorisi

orgonisolion' is not de{ined thereby

ollowing o brood ond ombiguous ronge

oI interpretolion including non-violent

politicol odivities.
TCHRD is grovely concennd {or the frre

o{ Lobsong Dhondup ond Trulku Tenzin

Delek ond would like to seek immpdiote

inlervenlion by Speciol Ropporteur on

Extro Judiciol, Summory or Arbitrory

Execulions, governmenls ond lhe
inlemotionol communiiY.

For more inlormolion on Trulku Tenzin

Delek, log onlo www lchrd org
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Row erupted over
reconstruction at
Serthar Institute

According lo con{irmed rePorls

rcceived by TCHRD, o scullle eruPhd

between nurs o{ Serthor Buddhist lnstitute

ond PSB ofl'lcers (Public Securily Bureou)

lrom Kozs "TAP', Sichuon Province, on

25 Dccember 2002.
The PSB of{icen ottempted lo destroy

ongoing reconslruclion works ol lhe

demolished site o{ the instilute. One police

sulfered heod iniurywhen o slone hil him.

Addilionol police {orce converged lhe

na<t doy lo conlinue demolition trcsk Over

200 monks ond nuns ossembled to holt

the work resulting in yet onother offroy

belween lhe two poriies. In the midst of it

oll, the police reportedly shot gunfire. lt is

uncleor os yet whether onyone wos hurt

in lhe incident.
Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok, obbot ol

Serlhor Buddhisl lnslilule, is currenlly
undergoing medicol treolmenl in o

hospilol in Bo*hom Couniy in Sichuon

Province. Members ol Serlho r's
Monoging Committee ore irying lo resolve

lhe issue by peoce{ul meons.

Khenpo jigme Phunlsok wos relumed
to Serthor Buddhist lnstitute o{ter being
held incommunicodo {or o yeor in

Chengdu. Upon Khenpo's return in
NovEmber 2002, religious discourse
rcsumedwilhin lhe inslilule under heovy

survoillonce. Severe reslriclions were
imposed on religious teochings ond
proctices.

The burgaoning slrengih ofthe institute

hos{ollen drosicolly ond fences were buill
oround lhe dismontled huls in order to
prevenl furlher conslruclion ond
renovolion. Afler lwo yeors o{ escololing
restriclions ond propogondo compoigns,
the Chinese outhorities in 200'l evicted
lhousonds ol monks ond nuns, ond
destroyed over 1,000 hul dwellings.
Serthor lnstiMe is locoted in SerthdrTown,
Koze "TAP", Sichuon Province.

Updores sholl follow upon receiving
fudher informolion. For bockground
informotion on Sedhor lnstilule, visil our
website www.tchrrd. o4g O

Three more Tibetan
in Nepal

According to relioble in{ormotion irom

Kothmondu, Nepoli Border Police recently

orrested lhrce Tibetons,lwo iuveniles ond

on odult. The three; Toshi (30), mole,

Somdup (15) mole ond Yonglho Tso (15)

femole ore Jrom Amdo Lobrong in Gonsu

Province.
The thrce hod left Tibet wrlh long xin

zhong, o lrovel documenl thot enobles

osylum seekers lo reoch till Drom, Tibel's

soulhem border region. ln the lirst week

oJ December 2002, they hired o Nepoli
guide {or 2600 yuon eoch ond leJt Drom

ior Ncpol. At the Nepol border, rhe guide

obondoned them robbing olf oll their

belongings.
On l3 December 2002, os the three

conlinued lheirwoy Nepoli border police

stopped them ot Bombise check post.

Alter opproximotely two hours' delention,

they monoged lo run owoy ond boord o

locol bus thol iook them to Kothmondu

City. They then hired o toxi lo go lo
Boudhonoth ond os lhey were getting

dor*r, lwo ordirnry looking people cought

them. They soid something, which the
three did not underslond. Since they could
nol communicole o word in Nepoli, the
two men immedioiely honded them over
io the Boudhonoth Police.

No soonerdid lhe news reoch Tibeton
Receplion Centre (TRC) then lhe stofl
members there sought immediote
inlervenlion o{ the United Nolions High
Commission lor Re{ugees (UNHCR). For
three dop $e molter could nol be resolved

os il lell on lhe weekend. On l6
December, Boudhonoth police honded
lhe lhree to the Nepoli lmmigrolion
Depodmern.

The cose wos ogoin reported to the
UNHCR to secure their releose belcre ony
chorge sheeis were loid. Under normol
circumstonces, newly orrived refugees
under lhe cusfody oI the lmmigrotion
Deporlmenl ore eosily releosed {ollowing
the UNHCR's intervenlion. However, this
wos nol to be lhe cose for the three

9o

refugees arrested

Tibelons lhis time.

On l7 December 2002, the
lmmigrotion Deporlment issued court
poper where it wos sloled lhol lhe three

detoinees would r.emoin in ioil until furlher

investigotions "pursuont to lhe
lmmigrolion Act 2049 Chopter 8 (2),

[their] imprisonment hos been extended

on 2059 /9/2 {l 7th Dec 2002) with o

provision ol rolion os per the low,
occording to the Civil Code, Rule o{

Judiciol Proceeding no.121 ."

The some doy, Toshi ond Somdup were

tronsfened to Dilli Bozoor Joil \'onglho
Tso wos detoined in Centrol loil in

Kolhmondu.

ln August ?001 , 12 Tibelons were
onesled rn Nepol for lock of possession

o{ legol documents io enler or reside in

the counlry. They con buy their lreedom
{or o sloggering {ine of USD I ,600 qnd

usD 2,700.
To dote, three women who were

seriously ill secured lheir releose upon
poymenl of {ine by o western group,
including the one releosed todoy.

The currenl list oI detoinees in Dillr
Bozoor Joil, Koihmondu:

I Sonom Lomo, mole, 26 yeors

2 Sechyo Lomo, mole, 24 yeon

3 Choeney Doriee, mole, 34 yeon i
4 Polden Gyotso, mole,32 yeors
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PollilGil. PRtS0ilERS sl
This is a regular section profiling political prisoners currently imprisoned in Tibet

)Nine years sentence for instigating
o

prlson protest
Kormo Sonom wos born in

Lithong County, Korze "TAP",

Sichuon Province. He wos iniliolly
o non-politicol prisoner who loler
gol sentence exlension {or
"politicol" octivilies within the
prison.

Arresled in 1993 on olleged
chorges o{ criminol oclivrties,
Sonom wos given 14 yeors'
senlence. Subsequently, he wos

.. incorceroled in rukhog (unil)

' {our o{ Dropchi Prison, ond wos

ossigned lo weove corpets.
According lo Kormo Dowo, o

{ormer inmole of DroPchi Prison,
who hod escoped to lndio in
2002, "Kormo Sonom hos greol
love for fibet. Mony polilicol
prisoners suf{er o greot deol ol
the honds o{ prison officiols in

Dropchi Prison. There ore coses

where prisoners hove commitled
suicide oul o{ desPerolion. We

used to leel very sod ond ongry
ot lhe some time."

Kormo Sonom olong with his

co-prisoner Kormo Dowo mode
plo ns io iniliote Pro-
independence oclivilies ot on

opportune lime ond wrole
'- independent slogons on
' opproximotelY 30 PoPers. TheY

vowed to corrY on the tosk even

ol the risk o{ their lives

The oPPortunitY Presenled
itself when Prison oulhorities

plonned o celebrolion for
lnternotionol Lobour Doy on I
Moy I 998. The ceremony
involved flog-hoisling ceremony
ond demonslrotion of militory
style drills by inmotes. At I 0
o.m., every non-polilicol
prisoners, ond over 60 lemole
politicol prisoners {rom new
rukhog 3 ond 60 mole politicol
prisoners lrom rukhog 5 were
ossembled in lhe moin prison

courtyord. Prisoners from old
rukhog 3 ond 5 were excluded
from porloking due to their
previously demonstroled optitude
{or polilicol disturbo nces within
the prison. Armed guords
surrounded the prisoners wilh on

especiolly heovy deloil of extro
PSB personnel {or the {emole
inmoles. Heods oi Chinese
Prison system ond o{ Dropchi
Prison were present on lhe
occossion.

When the Chinese flog wos

being roisod ond unfurled,
Kormo Sonom ond Kormo Dowo
stepped {orword ond storted
shouting pro-in{ependence
slogo ns ond decried roising
Chinese flog on the Tibeton soil.
The other prisoners PromPllY

loined in ond the two initiotors

lhrew independenl leoflets into

the oir. For o short time, the

scene wos unconlrolloble bul

People's Armed Police (PAP)'
quickly moved in ond beot lhe
protesling prisoners. Worning
shols were lired into the oir.

Kormo Sonom ond Kormo
Dowo were severely beoten ond
ploced in solitory con{inemenl
cells olong wilh mony other
prisoners. Resl of the inmoles
were dispersed to their -respective
cells.

Three doys loler, lhe prison
oulhorilies ottempled to stoge
onolher olmost identicol
ceremony for lnlernotionol Youth
Doy on 4 Moy 1998. Once
ogoin during the ceremony, lhe
prisoners roised pro-
independence slogons, led by

Lobsong Gelek, o monk {rom
Khongmor Monostery.

Mony prisoners were beoten
ond confined in solitory cells for
doys together. All the prisoners
underwent individuol
inlerrogotion sessions. Eighl
prisoners died in the oftermoth of
the incident, ond 27 Prisoners
received senlence exlension {or
their porticipotion.

Three monlhs loter, Lhoso

lnfermediote People's Courl gove

its verdict on Kormo Sonom. He

wos given o senlence exlensaon

of nine yeors. CurrentlY he is

serving o lolol sentence o{ 23
yeors in Dropchi Prison. <)
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Somm ond Sepho Lomo were ooesled

on 20August 20Ol {or lock o{ residentiol

popers. Choeney Dorlee ond Polden

Gyolso were onesled lew doys loter.

5 Songye Dhondup. mole, l9 Yeors

6 Lobsong Do(ee, mole, I 9 Yeors

7 Doriee Toshi, mole, 21 yeors

8 Drukor, mole, 25 yeon

9 Tsephel, femole, 25 yeors

All these live studenh were orresled on

lheir woy bock lo Tibet on 22 August

2001.
Sheri Tso, 23 yeor-old {emole wos

releosed todoy lollowing ihe poymenl o{

109,000 Nepoli Rupees. She is now

under observotion ot lhe TRC clinic. While

still imprisoned, she hod to undergo

coloslomy surgery on 30 November

2002. She uos ordered to re{um to prison

be{ore she hod fully recovered A Tibel

Support Group roised the Junds ond

secured her releose.

1 0 Gendun Somten, mole, 3 l yeors

Gendun Somten, olios Heruko, o

monk, wos onesled iust south o{the Tibet

borderwhile otlempting to retum lo Tibet

in June 1999. He is cunently serving o

l0-yeor ser*ence in Bhodro Centrol Joil,

Kothmondu.
To dote, lwo oppeols lor Royol

Clemency to lhe King o{ Nepol hove

{oiled. Legol proceedings were opplied.
On | 0 Decehber 2002, the court reiected

the opp€ol ogoinst the senlences due to
"deloyed submission o{ oppeol." Since

then, the Supreme Court wos opprooched

bul this process is expected to toke up
qnolhertwelve months.

It is possible to directly submit on

oppeollo the Home Ministryolthough the

chonces of receiving o pordon is bleok.

So lor. the only response received hos

been the cloims thot there is noi suf{icieni

iustiffcolion to consider this cose. The

Cobinet hos within its power to withdrow
lhe convictions ii they choose, but they

must be opprooched through ihe Home

Minislry ond os yet there hos been rto
response.

TCHRD would liketo poirn oui thst while

ii underslonds the plight o{ the Tibetons

incorcero'led, il Ieors thol the poymenl o{

{ines lo secure releose mighl sel o
precorious lrend ond impede the fleeing

refugees who lronsit through Nepol every

yeor. a

Apped letter from
a detainee in
Nepal Bhadra Jail

TCHRD produced belo ,th€ tronsloted

version o{ on oppeol lener sent by Gendun

Sonrlen olios Heruko, who is curranlly

serving l0 yeors senlence in Bhodro

Centrol Joil in Nepol. He hos olreody

served two ond holl yeors in the ioilsince
his orrest in I 999. The letter written on 5

December 2002 wqs oddressed to "oll the

humon righh de{enders of the world.'
"l om Gendun Somien oiios Heruko

{rom Rebkong County in Amdo. I om 31

yeon old. I come into exile in November

1 993 ond ioined Drepung Monostery in

South lndio. I undertook Buddhist studies

{or{ouryeon unlil my heolih Ioiled. lthen

come lo Nepol ond ioined Khunpo
Monoslery where I lought Tibeton
longuoge on o voluntory bosis.'

"On '19 June 1999, while ottempting

lo relum lo Tibet I wos orrested ot Jiri

[northwest of Koihmondu], ond held in

Dilli Bozoor Joil for one month. Loter, I

wos detoined lor two ond holf yeors ot

Bhodro Joil where I om currently serving

o lengrthy term. Nepoliouthorilies imposed

o {ine of 700,000 Nepoli Currency Ior nol
possessing volid lrovel documenls."

"Now, out ofdesperotion, I om seeking

ossislonce lrom oll ol you. Al this poinl, I

wonl lo moke two lhings cleor. Does the

Nepoli Governmenl recognize Tibelon
people os o relugee? Nepol is the firsl

tromit ploce {orf eeing refugees fom Tibe,t.

l{ we ore recognized, lhen why ore we

orresied lor lock o{ legol documenls?
Secondly, ore we ollowed lo stoy in Nepol

if we possess lndion Registrotion Certificote
(RC)? lf so, then why is lhol even ofter
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hoving RC, I om lined ond given prison

lerm? Forlhe soke o{ trulh ond iustice, it

is poromounl to bring lhe plighr o{

Tibeions in Nepoli ioils lo intemolionol
medio olleslion.'

"We ore moking o sincere opPeol for
lhe intervenlion o{ sympothetic indMduols,

inlernolionol orgonizoliont, ond lhe
United Notions to secure our releose. Li{e

is hord spending severol yeors in ioil. 5o,

I would express my oppreciolion for oll

those who hove ossisled us in improving

ourtood siluotion, ond {urtheroppeol for

lhol ossisionce to conlinue. Also, i{ I con

gel books ond study moteriols lo leorn

English, ihot will be oi such greot help -

os I do noi plon lo woste my lime in ioil
for nolhing."

'l om lololly ogoinst poymeni ol hefiy

fines to the Nepoli Govemmenl. Rolher I

would preler your direct ossislonce in

moking our stoy in prison much eosier. l{

you poy the lines to gel our releose lhen it

is on odmission o{ guilt, ond lhol we orc

noi. More imporlontly, I hove o leeling
lhot such onesls ond irnprisonmenl o{

rnony innocenl Tibelons will be ropeoled.

So my suggestion {or you is lo conlinue
lhe court cose ond lo win iuslice"

"We ploce high hopes on lhe rights
groups ond ihe United Notions bodies to
oct on our beholf, ond lo gel iustice done

{or us - os our only loult wos not pos,sessing

o volid trovel documenl".
TCHRD hos received o copy ol Heruko's

chorgesheei{orimprisonmenl signed on

I I June 2001 by o Nepoli lmmigrotion
O{ficer. The leiter sto'ted "Regording your

illegol stoy in Nepol wilhoul viso or
possport frorh the dole of your enlry into

Nepol on 22 ,June 1995 ond tokerl into

custody for invesligolion from 22 June

2000, you were demonded to submitlhe
viso lee of USD94,00O/- {NRs.699,360)
ond o fine o{ NRs30,0O0/-, o sum o{ Nfu
729,360/- os per the decision o{ this

deportment mode on Ziltllov2Co1 12058/
2/121or:d on your written refusal to submit

the omounl sloting your inobility, you ore
given this chorgesheet os per the Rule o{ 1
Judiciol Proceeding No 121 lor I

imprisonmenl o{ l0 yeors {rom 22 June

2meO57/3/9lnll21 )vre2O\O QO67 /
3/8) pursuontlo the Clvil Code, Fine ond
Punishmeni No.38 (4)." O

I
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Atornrrevictim
escapes after
serving five years
prison term

Dhok Lobsong wos born in 1960 in
Jheney Villoge, Jompo Township, Lithong

County, Koze Prefecture. His porenls,

Wongdu ond Kelsong Lhomo hod six

sons ond two doughlers including
Lobsong. The fomily relied on forming
{or their livelihood.

Lobsong reporled to TCHRD, " I hove

o moternol uncle nomed Toshi Phunhok.

He worked os on odminislrolor in
Lithong Monostery He wos very populor

in lhe oreo becouse he wos omong ihe

resislonce grouP from Lilhong who

{ought ogoinst the invoding Chinese

lroops. ln 1'962, my uncle wos orrested

ond subsequently execuled in Prison
Owing to his PoriiciPotion in the

resislonce movemenl, mY {omilY wos

lobelled os 'oppressive' Ieudol lords.

Chinese outhorities conliscoted oll our

belongings ond properlies, ond we were

denied schooling opporlunilies."
'At 23, I become o monk of Lilhong

Monostery ond successfully monoged lo
complete study on dioleclic course which

l6ok eight yeors. I olso leoml lessons on

Tontric study - ona of the two fields o{

Buddhism, the lirst being Sutro - in fhe

monoslery. I olso corried oul importonl
responsibilities within the monostery.'

'ln 1992, I wos involved in Pro-
independence octivities. I wrole
independence slogons, disiributed ond

posted the leo{leis in Lithong County.'

"ln lhe midnight ol I 9 August I 993,

six PSB o{figers come lo my residence lo
orresl me, One o{ the officers poinled o

girn on my foreheod, ond worned me

ogoinst moking ony move while others

ronsocked my room lo seorch for
polilicol moteriols. I wos then hondcu{led

ond osked to {ollow them ol gunpoinl "

"A{ter neorly hol{ o kilomelre's wolk,

o PSB jeep come to Pick us uP ond iook

us to Lithong PSB Detention Centre,

locoted only o kilometre owoY {rom

Lilhong Monostery. Upon reoching PSB
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stotion,.they pul me in o dork room,
which I loter leomt wos on inlerrogolion
room. Wilhin {ew minutes, oSoul seven

PSB oflicers interrogoled me. lnitiolly,
one of{icer queslioned i{ I knew the
reoson why I wos lhere ot the police
stotion. lreplied ldidn't know. They

worned me nol lo be smort ond soid I

cleorly knew the reoson. They ordered
me to tell lhe lruth so lhot they con
reduce my punishment. I didn't soY

onything. After worning me {or the third
lime, I wos lold thot lhere were two
poihs oheod ol me - one white, one
block - ond il wos entirely up lo me lo
choose. The ofiicen iold, 'lt is in your

honds'. When I re{used lo soy onylhing,

the officers soid'you ore lying'. I wos

beolen ond kicked. I wos hil with stick,

cotlle prod, ond olher lorlure
equipmenls. No port o{ my bodY wos

lelt without being hit or kicked. As o

result o{ kicks ond blows, I losl my two

{ronl teeth. I lhought I would die. Afier
neorly on hour o{ beoting, l{ell
unconscious. When lregoined mY

consciousness I reolised thot lhey hod

poured cold woter lo woke me uP ond

the beoting resumed. I losl mY

consciousness severol times ond lhe

officea eoch iime cold woler wos poured

lo woke me up. I wos in no Posilion lo
lolk, stond or move. I could hordly open

my eyes.'
?round 5 o.m in lhe morning, two

of{icers held me from mY orms ond

drogged me lo o room where Mr.

Possong, Heod o{ the Lithong CountY,

ond Chokdrup, Heod of Lithong PSB,

were woiling lor me. The momenl I wos

ploced in lhe room, Chokdrup slopped

me hord on my cheek ond soid'this
guy is the troublemoker". Then Possong

lold me 'nol lo invite deoth {or mysel{'

ond soid I still hod the opportuniiy io
choose the white poth i e. con{ession'

When I did not resPond, the oflicers

Ilung me into lhe cusiody room. Afier

lwo doys, theY iook me lo the lorture

room ond sto ried inierrogolion
occomponied wilh beotings TheY

{requently osked questions like 'Who

ore your olher {riends?' 'Whot links do

vou hove wiih lhose outside Tibet?' ond,
iwho told you lo wrile the slogons?'

They interrogoled me more lhon l3
limes within o period o{ lhree monihs.

"l woi detoined lor three whole
months ol tithong PSB Delention
Cenke .My hondcuffs were unchoined
only {or iust Jive minules during the
two times my clothes were chonged. I

mei my friends; Jomyong Dhondup,
Choephel ond Lhodor, who were oll
orresled be{ore. I cdme lo know thot
lhey were equolly torlured."

"During one inlerrogolion session,
I wos shown lhe pro-independence
leoflets with my hondwriting, which
lhey probobly {ound lrom my room. I

iinolly confessed. "
"One doy, I heord Lhodor, one of

our gssocioies, suddenly died in the
prison reporledly o{ ill-heqlth. lt come

os o greol shock lo me. However, oll
oI us, in the prison, know lhot he

succumbed lo excessive lorture ond
beoting by the ouihorities."

"On l6 November I 993, mY cose

wos loken over by Korze Pre{ecture PSB

officers from Lithong PSB oflicers ond
I wos re-interrogoted. On 18 APril
'1994, I wos tronsferred to Koze PSB

Detention Centre olong wilh my Iellow

occomplices from Lithong; JomYong

Dhondup, ond ChoePhel. MY

hondcuf{ wos removed during the

time. I wos deloined {or more thon four
monlhs."

'l wos kepl olong with more lhon

eleven people inside o smoll room. The

ploce wos so congested lhol lhere wos

hordly ony ploce to move. Eoch o{ us

hod less lhon one-{oot breodth o{ spoce

to sleep. We could only sleep sidewoys.

There were two open-ended buckeis

meonl {or toilet in thoi room. The foul

smell ol the toilet olong with lhe
congestion wos unbeoroble ond

suf{ocoting. But we hod no olher
option. The food provided wos not {il
enough lo eot. ll wos so bod'ond
meogre thol monY o{ mY fellow
prisoners {ell sick. Only pigs would be

given such food."
"On l7 July 1994 lwos token olong

with Jomyong DhonduP ond
Choephel, {or o closed triol ot Koze

lnlermadiote Peoples Court. On 'l 7

August 1994, we were given senlences

9e
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on chorges of involvemenl in'counler
revolutionory octivities, incitement ond
propogondo', which were oll evideni in
our senlence poper.

Chophel wos sentenced to l0 yeon'
imprisonmenl wif h five yeors'
deprivotion o{ politicol righh; Jomyong
Dhondup wos sentenced lo fiye yeors'
im p riso n me nl wilh lhree yeors'
deprivotion of politicol righls. I wos
given five yeors' prison term with
subsequenl lhree yeors' deprivolion of
politicol righls.'

'ln the ffrst week of Septembar I 994,
I wos loken to Ngobo Prison, locoted
in Moowen County, Sichuon Province.
During my imprisonment, I wos beolen
three times, though not so severe os
be{ore. lwos ossigned lo work in on
eleclric wire foctory where I hod to sorl
oul zinc ond oluminium out o{ old
electric wires. I got my honds moimed
severol limes.'

'On l8 August 1998, lwos releosed.
I sloyed in Tibet for neody lwo yeors
belore escoping into exile in July
2002..

Monk evades
arrest for Dalai
Lama's video
screening

Toshi Delek, 24, is originolly from
Dortsedo County (Ch: kongding xion),
Korze 'TAP', Sichuon Province. His
personol teslimony to TCHRD is os
Iollows:

"l hove six fomily members. My
{omily survives on nomodic occupolion.
Al 10, I become monk o{ Gyephok
Monostery Around I 997- l 998, l got
odmission into Serthor Buddhist lnslitute
{ounded by Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok."

'By the end of yeor 2000, o new
video holl wos set up in Towu County
(Ch: Doofu xion) in Koze 'TAP' where
lols o{ oclion movies were screened.

Somelimes, movies depicting life
history public teochings ond religious
discourse of His Holiness lhe Doloi
Lomo were shown clondeslinely io on
oudience thot consisled mosrly oI the
elderly lot.'

'ln the baginning ol Moy 2002,
inougurol lunction {or o horse-rocing
evenl wos orgonised ot o ploce colled
Nyohren in Menyok, Dorlsedo County.
As mony os 500-600 people lrom
neorby ploces congregoled lo
porlicipote, celebrote ond wotch lhe
occosion. I mode plons with my lriend
Tenzin lo screen videos. On the {irst ond
second doy o{ the evenl, we screened
Ioreign movies. On the third doy, we
wenl lo seek permission lrom o villoge
heod. He colegoricolly stoted thot he
wos nol soying yes or no lo lhe
permission sought ond lelt the decision
enlirely ol our discrelion. Around l0
p.m. in the night, we screened His
Holiness'video twice io on eslimoled
250 people."

'l know o policemon nomed Tsering
(nome chonged to proted identily) who
works in I l0 seclion of lhe county
police slotion. A month loler in June
2002, Tsering told me thot his oflice wos
informed oboul my video screening
oclivilies ond odvised me to escope lo
evode orrest. However, we did nol heed
lo his odvice."

Around mid June o{ lhe some yeor,
counly police summoned me ond my
Jriend lo the county police slotion. We
bolh were questioned obout which
videos we hod screened ond whot otherc
we plonned to screen in the {uture. I

onswered lhol our moin molive wos lo
moke o living out of video screening.
Every detoils oI the queslion-onswer
were recorded. They let me out ofter
conliscoling my citizen permit."

"Thol night, my grondpo expressed
grove concern obout my sofety since he
hod no inlormotion oboul the
whereobouts of my other friend. He told
me to run owoy. I borrowed 2,000 yuon
ond le{t for Lhoso. I stoyed ot my
cousinls ploce in Lhoso {or sometime.
My cousin gove me money ond I mode
good my escope {rom Lhoso. I reoched
TRC in Kothmondu in September2002..

Delek olso provided in{ormotion on

2002

onolher incident in his oreo- He soid,
"ln Menyok, there is o monostery colled
Robgong. Around I 999, Gyutul Slupo
wos conslrucled neorby lhe monoslery
A huge religious gothering wos
orgonised to mork the occosion. Prior
lo thot, the monoslic outhorities hove
olreody got permission {rom lhe counly
level oulhorilies to ollow lhe evenl to
toke ploce.'

'On lhe D-Doy, Chinese police
ordered ogoinst people gothering in
lorge numberc {or religious discourse
of{ered by severol lomos. The
disciplinorion-in-chorge o{ Robgong
Monosiery ond few other monks
demonded lo know llle reosons for
reslrictions os they ci,.lreody hod
permission {orthe evenl. Two people got
slightly iniured in o minor {ight ond
religious leochings couldn't hoppen."

'The some evening, opproximolely
300 Chinese police surrounded
Robgong Monoslery ond threoiened to
destroy lhe monostery. They hod
broughl tools with them. The police
scoured every monks' quorler soying
thol lhe monostic complex wos o
robben'den.

"ln lhe course oJ'time, I 2 loy people
were deloined including iro young girls
oged 19 ond 20 respectively. One.yeor
olter their detenlion, lhe lomily members
boiled the deioinees on poyment of
3,500 yuon eoch. No monks were
orresled thol iime." O
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TCHRD Execulive Direclor qttends
ACSF in Bongkok

Mrs. Tsewong Lhodon, ihe Executive

Director of TCHRD, ottended lhe Asion

CivilSociety Forum (ACSF), o Con{erence

ol NGOs (CONGO), in Bonskok,
Thoilond {rom 9 to I3 December2002.

ACSF wos represenled by over 200
locol, notionol, regionol ond intemotionol
NGOs from more lhon 33 counlries on
the lheme "UN/NGO Portnerships {or
Democrolic Governonce: B uilding
Copocities ond Networks {or Humon

Riglrts ond Susloinoble Development.

Mrs. Lhodon wos invited lo moke o
presenlolion on lhe Themotic Wo*shop
on "Righl to Self-Determinotion". ln her
pesenlotion, she irongh omCEsized the

right o{ the Tibeton people to self-
determinolion ond colled on the NGO
communily lo supporl the Tibeton
people's non-violent struggle to ochieve
this righr.

Mony oghoted Chinese delegotes lhrevr

queslions ot Mrs. Lhodon olter lhe
presenloiion. She wos osked iI she hod

ever visiied Tibei lo speok so much on

Tibet ot which she replied ' I would be

mosi hoppy to visit Tibei i{ you con
guorcnlee my sole!".

Mrs. Lhodon olso mode inlervenlions

ol lhe plenory on the Humon Rights Doy

on 1 0 Drember 2002, ond roised the

lrgenl issue oI the deolh senlences on
Trulku Tenzin Delek ond Lobsong
Dhondup os well os lhe generol humon

righh situotion inside Tibet.

Besides these, Mrs. Lhodon oltended

lhe themolic workshop on 'Humon Rights

De{enden' ond intervened to speok o{

'virluolly non-exisient humon righls
orgonizotions in Chino'. She supporled

lhe presenler, Nicholos Becquelin lrom
Humon Rights in Chino on the subject.

Outside the sessions, lhe Chinese
delegotes met Mn. Lhodon ond osked her

nol lo moke such intervenlions. She wos

told thqt she wos lheir counlrymon ond
therefore, she musl not emborross Chino
outside.

For furlher deloils or inquiries, conlocl
tsewongl@tchrd.org O

TCHRD
commemoroles
Humon Rights
Doy

ln commemorolion ol Humon Rights

Doy on 10 December 2002, TCHRD

issued o public sloiement (in English ond
Tibeton), urged the inlernoiionol
community lo be owore ol lhe octuol
humon rights situotion inside Tibet.

Toking odvonloge o{ ihe huge public
gothering ot Tsuglokhong, moin temple

o{ the Doloi Lomo in Dhoromsolo,
TCHRD extensively distributed its
publicotions lree o{ cost ol o sloll sel up

neorlhe temple.

A mossive signofure compoign drive vtos

olso inifioled foronnulment o{ twin deoih

sentences, ond secondly to ovoil medicol

opportuni! lor releosed nun Ngowong
Sondrol outside Tibet. Lorge number o{

Tibetons ond foreign nolionol! willingly
signed the petiiion.

TCHRD held o press cpnference in New
Delhi on lhe some doy. Jomyong Tenzin.

Trulku Tenzin Delek's nephew bosed in
Dhoromsolo, spoke to ihe madio person
while TCHRD stolf Ms. Youdon AuLotsong
ond Ms. Tenzin Chokey qcted os
interprBlers.

A simuloloneous press conlerence wos

held by Mr. Jompo Monlom, Mr. Tenzin

No4goy ond Ms. Nozin Dolmo lor the
locol medio in Dhoromsolo. Both the
events received wide medio coveroges. O

Welcome lo new
TCHRD stsff

TCHRD sto{f membets extend worm
welcome lo our new driver, Mr Polden

Tsering, who ioined o{lice on I December

2002. Mr. Tsering hod completed 13 yeors'

service ofdriving ol Speciol Fronlier Force

(SFF) in Chokroto ond Sikkim. O
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