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Arbitrary Detention of Mr. Kalsang Tsultrim in Gansu,
Ghina
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Tenzin Norgay <tenzinnorgay@tchrd.org> Wed, Sep 1, 2010 at '12:21 PM
To: Working Group on Arbitrary Detention OHCHR <wgad@ohchr. org>
Bcc: info <info@tibetatun.org>, Tenzin Samphel Kayta <samphel@tibetoffice. ch>, Tseten Samdup Chhoekyapa
<tseten@tibetoff ice. ch>

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
do Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva
8-14. avenue de la Paix
'1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

1 September 2010, Dharamsala, lndia

Subiect: Arbitrary Detention of Mr. Kalsang Tsultrim in Gansu, China

Dear Chairperson,

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) would like to request the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) to urgently intervene on the arbitrary detention of a Tibetan intellectual who has
been detained by police on 27 July 2010 for his actiMties in writing a book and composing, distributing video
compact discs expressing hjs views and opinions.

ln July 2009, as an awareness raising activity in order to counter the government propaganda, Mr. Kalsang
Tsultrim, 30 years old, authored a book titled Miyul La Phul Ve Sempa and also made and distributed 2,500
copies of video compact discs (VCD) recoding his opinion for the wider illiterate audience. His book and
VCDS were distributed widely in his native Xiahe County as well as in the neighboring counties. ln light of the
political error he has committed, Kalsang has been on the move for a year in order to remain safe from the
authorities. On 27 July 2010, he was arrested at Dzoge County by the Public Security Bureau and taken
away for detention. He is currently known to be detained at Hezou C ty Public Security Bureau Detention
Centre.

ln light of the current pattern of harsh crackdown on Tibetan intellectuals and cultural figures in Tibetan
areas of China, Mr. Kalsang is the latest to be detained for the exercise of his human rights to form and
peacefully express his opinion. The TCHRD request the WGAD to urgently intervene in order to prevent a
harsh prison term for him as the current pattern indicate that he will be most likely prosecuted for
"endangering state security" under which he can face lengthy imprisonment term.

Sincerely,

ffi
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Terzin Norgay (Mr.)
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Research and UN Affairs

Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy
Top Floor, Narthang Building
Gangchen Kyishong, Dharamsala
H.P. - '176215, lndia

Tel: +91 1892 223363 1229225
Fax +91 1892 225874
Email: tenzinnorqa @tchrd.orq / tibet@riseup. net
Website: www.tchrd orq

Note: Please find attached the following

1) A completed questionnaire by the WGAD

2) Two pictures of Mr. Kalsang Tsultrim

3) A video appeal from a Tibetan inside Tibet to the international community, Press release by the
TCHRD on 28 August 2009 regarding Kalsang's activity and the imminent danger, URL: http://www.tchrd.oro
/oress/2009/p120090828. html

4) One more Tibetan lntellectual Arrested, Press release by the TCHRD on 22 August 2010 on the arrest
of Kalsang Tsultrim, URL: htto://tchrd.oro/press/2010/pr20100822.htm|

5) Translation and transcript of video testimony

6) Video testimony is available at Tibet Online ry at the URL: http://www.tibetonline.tv/videos/71laopeal-
about-the-plight-of -tibetans

7) Media report, Phayul.com, Another Tibetan lntellectual Arrested, 24 August 2010

8) Media report, Tibetsun.com, Author and activist Kalsang Tsultrim arrested,23 August 2010

9) United States Congressional Executive Commission on China (CECC) Record Number: 2010-00302
URL c
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28 August 2009 - TCHRD Press Release - A video appeal from a Tibetan inside Tibet to the
:] lnternational Community.pdf
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:l 22 August 2010 - TCHRD Press Release - One More Tibetan lntellectual Arrested.pdf
113K

Translation and transcript of Kalsang's video testimony.docx
25K

:l Phayul.com - Another Tibetan intellectua....pdf
222K

:l Tibetsun.com - Author and activist Kalsang Tsultrim Arrested.pdf
1 83K
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Press

22 August 2010

One IIore Tibctar lrrtelltctual .,\rl.estcd

Kalsang Tsultrim, remembered tbr his rvidely dislributed vidco testimonial in 2009.

was recently arrested on 27 Juf 2010 at Dzoge Counq in Sichuan Province.

Though enquiries have been made by family members, no rcsponse or rcasons

have been giwn by the oficials fbr his anest. Bul his arrest is not unexpected.

Kahang, better known by his pseudonym Gyitsang Takmig, has been suspect€d ol
cornmifting political error utd has been on the move for at least a year to remain

safe ftom the authorities.

expression by lhe people is, from the PRC'S perspective, a form of politrcalerror that c$r easiU- lead to an unla\r4irl arrest.

Related information:

- A video appeal from a Tihgtan inside Tftct to the intcmational commun$, TCHRD Pr css Release on 28 August 2009

- Ikbarg's video testimony is available here

#vyoerog;1t rrcEis ,
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Family members suspect his anest occurred due to his expression of alamr about

the situation in Tibet and treatment of individuals. He composed and distributed

2,500 VCDS discussing Tibetan history and recordings of tle current desires.

aspimlions, concems, and drearns ofTibetan people in Tibet. He also wrote Milrr,'

La Phul Ve Senpa (summarized as Sharing the lnner Thoughts in My Heart) a

book *hich illustrates the concems of the Tibetan people- Kalsang's arest is an

example of the curent pattem of targeted Tibetan inte'lectuals which includes

artists, w ters, bloggers ard cultural figures. What is considered freedom of I

i
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28 August 20()()

Avideo appeal from a Tibcffln inside Tibet to the International Corrrrr,initv

The Tibetan Cente for Human Righrs and Democrac] (TCHRD) is organDing a

press conference at Lhakpa 1'sering Hall, Dcpanment of Information and

Intemational Relations (DI[R) o0 the fresh videotaped information received from

Tibet that appeal to the lntemational communities to act swilily on behalf of the

Tfuetan people u4ro are victims ofhurnan rights violations in Tibet.

Kalsang Tsultrim also known by pseudonym of Gyitsang Takmig is a
monk of Gyitsang Gaden Choekorling Monastery in Sangchu Counff
(Ch:Xiahe), Kanlho "Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture" ('TAP'), Garsu
Province, one of the main focal points of last year's protests in Tibet.
Kalsang Tsultrim took a great personal risk of recording and

distributing video testimony giving detail account of Tibetan history
since the flight of Dalai Lama into exile, lack of human rights in Tibet.

suffering of Tibetan people, struggle, hopes, aspirations of Tibetan
people inside Tibet and his appeal to the outside world. The hour long

video testimony was recorded on I8 July 2009 and was later edited

with the input of related video footages and snaps for the final version

in a VCD that was widely distributed in many Tibetan areas in Gansu,

Qinghai and Sichuan Province. Kalsang is well versed in writing essays, conrposing lyrics etc. He had even authored a bot

According to the source who delivered the video testimony told the Centre that, " Kalsang Tsultrim wishes to distribute

video as widely as possible inside Tibet notwitlstanding a great personal risk involved so as to educate primarily

illiterates and general Tibetan public who were fed witlt daily dose oi govemrnent-sponsored propaganda with the I

history of Tibetan struggle for freedom, the Dalai lama's call for the genuine autonomy through middle way appro,

human rights situation in Tibet. He dealt in length with the Tibetan people's hope and aspiration ofthe Dalai l-ama's retur

rightful place, lack of human rights including religious lleedom that led to the t.l ight of nrany religious leaders incluc

rur*upu, e4u Rinpoche and others who could have easily chosen luxrry arrd privileges under the chinese goYemment ra1

than coming into exile."

Kalsang Tsultrim video testimony also touches many recent events in Tibet and Chinese government policies which le<

the displacement of a large number of Tibetan nomads in the name of d$'eloprnent. and thereby completely altering tl

nom"dic *"y oflife, extraction ofTibet's natural resources, destruction of tiagile enr ironment' economic marginalization

social exclusion of Tibetans, lack of freedom etc. He further elucidates on rccent t-arminB boycott movement in Til

self-immolation bid by Lobsang Tashi a.k.a Tapey of Kirti Monastery. :Lricide by .r tnonk of Ragya Monastery, arbits

arrest, detention ofthousands ofTibetans post 2008 March protests in Tibct'

8/2612010 3:59 PM
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The video message also appeals to the United Nations and Intemational communiries tlmt they have moral obligatior
speak on behalf ofthe Tibetan people inside Tibet who are living in constant fear and under severe repression.

Kalsang went on to retort the Chinese Iaw on National Regional Autonomy by saying. "the laws on national regic
autonomy stipulated under the Chinese Constitution guarantees the flndanrental rights of minorities including Tibetam.
in reality it is a completely different scenario where our fundamental rights are not bcing respected at all. Tibet is gover
as just another territory or region in the People's Republic of China, but nothing is done to build the harmonious society r

the govemment promises."

"We do not have Aeedom of religion and politics because most of the religious and poljtical websites are full of propaga

that distorts the situation. We do not hate the Chinese, but we respect truth and justice. We were protesting against Chin
rule because the local authorities are not acting according to China's Constitution and autonomy laws. The Premier of
People's Republic of China said that China r€spects tmth and justice. But I'ibetans don't have equal religious, political,
economic rights. So, many Tibetan people sacrificed their lives to protest asainst Chinese rule Iover the past year], incluc
myself here today, because we want equal human rights and freedom. \\e uill neler givc up our fight for freedom and tr

until Chinese policies change regarding the implementation of the ConstitLrtion." Kalsang concluded.

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) consider the video nressage and view conveyed by Kals
Tsultrim purely as general exercise of the fundamental lieedom of erpression and right to opinion enshrined in the Chin
comtitution and other major international covenants that China is party to. The Centre believes that the message and vir
conveyed by Kalsang is widely shared by people inside Tibet. Kalsang's outburst is a sign of China's continuing repress

irside Tibet and a manifestation of widespread human riglrts violations His initiativc in this expose under such ri
circumstances indicates the deep seated helplessness that pushes Tibetan people's endurance to the very edge of hur

capacity.

RLDBRIDGES,.,
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Another Tibetan intellectual arrested
Phayul[ruesday, August 24, 2010 16:15]

By Phurbu Thinley

Dharamsala, August 24: Chinese authorities last month arrested another Tibetan intellectual
for reasons yet to be offlcially confirmed, a Tibetan human rights body based here said
Monday.

Kalsang Tsultrim, known for his widely
distriblted yidqo lgslimonial in 2009, was
arresled on July 7.n Dzoge County in

Sich!an Province. according to Tibetan
Cenke for Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD).

The centre said Kelsang's arrest was "not
unepected".

Kalsang. better known by his pseudonym
Gyitsang Takmig, a township in Ando
provrlce rn nonheast Tibet where he is
from. had been suspected of committing
"political error" and had been on the move
for at least a year before being arrested last
month

Kalsang Tsultrim (Photo: TcHRD[ile) 
Desprte repeated enqur.es being made by

his family members, no response or reasons have been given so far by the offlcials lor his

arrest.

Family members think his role in alarming the situation in Iibet and the treatment of Tibetans
under the Chinese rule could be the reason.

ln Argust 2009, months after the widespread anti-China unrest in Tibet, a video appeal
recorded by Kalsang managed to slip out through the Chlnese border security. ln the video,

Kalsang urged the international community to 'act swiftly on behalf of the Tibetan people" to

end repression in Tibet and also called for the return to Tibet of the Dalai Lama.

ln the video, he gave detait account ol Tibetan history since the flight of Dalai Lama into exile,

suffering of Tibetan people, the hopes and aspirations of Tibetan people inside Tibet and his

appeal to the outside world

Besides gloritying Tibet's past history, Kalsang talks about his fears for the survival of Tibetan

Li,oion ano cuttrlre, tne crackdown over the pasl year and the general human rights abuses

pe;etrated by the Chtnese authorities.
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Another Tibetan intellectual arrested - N\rlr.pha1'ul.com

more photos )

htqr:/lphayul.cornheu siaItic le. irspx?id:2ll0l I &article:Another+Tibetar+

According to TCHRD. the video testimony, whrch is one hour long, was recorded on July 18
2009. lt was later edited with exlra input of related video foolages and snaps for a frnal version
in a \rcD that was widely dlstributed in many Tibetan areas in Gansu Qinghal and Sichuan
provinces that are part of the traditional Tibetan provinces ofAndo and Kham.

According to sources Kalsang wanted to distribute the vdeo as widely as possible inside
Tibet to "educate primarily the illiterates and general Tibetan public" with the "true history of
Tibetan struggle for freedorn, the Dalai Lama's call for the genuine autonomy through
middle-way approach and human rights situation in Tibet" to counter the 'daily dose of
government-sponsoaed propaganda".

Sources told TCHRD that Kalsang had recorded and distributed over 2,500 copies of the
\rcD.

Kalsang, who identifies himself on lhe video as Gyitsang lakmig, is a monk of Gyitsang
Gaden Choekoding Monastery in Sangchu County (Ch: Xiahe), Kanlho (Ch: Gannan)
"Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture" ('TAP'), Gansu Province. The region was one of the main
focal points of the 2008 anti-China protests in Tibet.

Kalsang is said to be well known locally for his writings and even published a book in 2008
called "Miyul la phulway Jamba." ot "Love dedicated to the human realm," a book that
highlights the concerns and aspirations of the Tibetan people.

Following widespread unrest against Chinese rule n 2008. China unleashed a new wave ol
crackdown in libet to squelch all forms of dissent. And those now targeted also include
Tibetans once known for having close ties to the government and for carefully eschewing
politics.

Tibet observers describe it as the largest crackdown on T betan intellectLrals srnce the end of
China's chaotic Cultural Revolution in 1976.

uprising that began in Lhasa in March 2008 led to the most sustalned Tibetan uprising
against Chinese rule in decades. Demonstrations swepl towns throughout Tibet, where
occasional protests still continue, and security remains enremely tight.

China says not more than 22 people died in the 2008 unrest. Tibet's government in exile here

and pro-Tibet groups say more than 200 people were killed in a subsequent crackdown by

Chinese military troops.

This story has been read 3644 tirEs.
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The report on Kalsang's arrest comes amid prosecution ol several olher prominent Tibetans
that include writers, bloggers, singe.s, a sts and influentral cultural flgures, and lately even
successful businessmen.
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Author and activist Kalsang Tsultrim arnested

Tibet Sun newsroom

MCLEOD GANJ, India, 23 August 2010 (Tibet Su )

An outspoken Tibetan author and activist in Tibet has been arrested by

Chinese authorities in July, another in a string of arests of high-profile

Tibetars.

Kalsang Tsultrim, who produced and distributed a video message in

2009 about human rights violations and repressive Chinese policies in

Tibet, was anested on 7 July 2010, according to the Dharamshala-based

Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy.

He was one of several Tibetan artists and intellecnrals arrested in recent

months, in ryhat activists say is the biggest suppression of Tibetan

culture and expression in years.

Prominent author Tragal was arrested in April, rahile environmentalists

Karma Samdrup and Rinchen Samdrup were given lengthy .jail terms

earlier tlis year. Dorje Tashi, one ofTibet's richest businessmen, has

been sentenced to life in prison for helping exile goups.

Kalsang Tsultrim, who reco

China's human rights violati

subJected to n Tibet. Tsultr

arvay from the authorities fc

2010 (vdeo srat/ChiE)

Tibetans across the region rose up against Chinese rule ofTibet in

March 2008, following bloody riots in Lhasa on l4 March of that year. China accused the Dalai [a
unrest, a charge they deny.

Tsultrim was arested at Dzoge county in Sichuan Province. His f'amily members reportedly made

not given any response nor the reasons for his arrest.

Better knoum by his pseudonym Gyitsang Takmig, Kalsang Tsultrim has been under suspicion of in

been on the move for at least a year to keep away from the authorities'

Family members believe that the arrest was due to his expression of alarm over the situation in Tib
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Author and activist Kalsang Isuitrinr .rresred .:. fibct Sun http://tibclsun.con/archi\ c/20I0/08/23lauthor-and-activist-kalsang-8ultr...

recorded and disfibuted 2,500 copies ofa video cd which discussed Tibetan history and contained

people in Tibet. He also wrote Mry.,r I Lo Phul L'e Sempa (Sharing the lnner Thoughts in My Heari

the Tibetan people.

Kalsang's arrest is an example ofthe current pattenr oftargeting Tibetan intellectuals, which includ

influential figures, a sign activists say shows China hardening its policy on Tibetan affairs.

Copyright O 2010 Tib€t Sun
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Translation courtesy: International Campaignfor Tibet, lla.shington, USA, vtytu.savetibet.ors

(PART l - 2)

Tibetan brothers and sisters who share the same nationalit) and fortune. on this day in 2009 I
take this risk to mark this year as the anniversary of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Tenzin
Gyatso, the Boddhissatva for us, being in exile for 52 years, and ofthe lOth Panchen Lama being
in a dark prison tbr l5 years. [2009 is also the 20th anniversary ofthe year ofthe lOth Panchen
Lama's death.] What I call my video is 'A Report on the Human Rights Situation in Tibet.'
Whether Tibet survives or becomes extinct, I have become encouraged to voluntarily do
something to realize the great struggle ofTibetans.

Freedom to me is a right entitled to every Tibetan in terms of preservation olculture, religion,
tradition and in terms of maintaining the Tibetan way ollif'e. It isn't necessary to mention that
Tibet is a territorial entity with its own unique history, way of [ife, and abundant cultural
heritage. Tibet has been a unique entity since the time ofthe 33rd King of Tibet, Songtsen
Ganpo, who is cornmonly recognized by all Tibetans.

However, because we all know \\,hat the Tibet oftoday is Iike. we have to bury our tears and
grievances deep in our hearts. Freedom in Tibet was taken as,ay in I 95 I with the signing of what
they called the "l7-Point Agreement." The so-called "17-Point Agreement" was signed with an

ill-intentioned purpose. Speaking either in terms ofnarratives by those outside Tibet at the time,
or according to those historical records by Tibetans, it was signed under duress, which is
something everyone is clearly arvare of. lt is obvious that there was no conformity among the
parties, be it the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama, or Mao Zedong, the then Chairman of the
People's Republic ofChina. Tibet was torn apart under these circumstances. In 1959, after
Chinas military invasion of Tibet, Tibet was officially occupied forcing His Holiness the Dalai
Lama into exile on the day of March 17. His Holiness the Dalai Lama. who to us Tibetans is like
our eyes and our heart, decided to go into exile in order for the sun to rise again one day in Tibet.

Following his escape, since March 22, 1959 there has been a violent crackdown and mass killing
openly initiated by the invading forces ofChina, turning Tibet into a place ri'here anyone who

spoke the truth u,ould be arrested and detained. So this is rvhat *rey'call the "Peaceful Liberation

of Tibet."

But how can it be called the "Peaceful Liberation of Tibet," u,hen thousands were killed and

many more were detained. causing ttrtprecedented social chaos in this once peaceful land? After

that, and notwithstanding his own personal safety, the lOth Pancherr Lama bravely submitted a

,'70,000 character Petition" during the cultural Revolution. the time olt.nadness and mass

desiruction ofTibetan identity and cultural tradition. His petition eventuall!' led to a long period

of d.,"ntion, during which thl humiliations and sufferings he f-aced *'ere unimaginable. Basic

Kalsang Tsultrim's video testimony is translated into English from the original Tibetan as
follows:



freedoms have been so non-existent in Tibet that even a very important figure like the Panchen
Lama was detained for simply speaking the truth.

From the early 1980s onward, a relative sense offreedom rvas beginning to return to Tibet in
terms ofrecovering from the fatal destruction done to Tibetan culture and tradition. However,
looking back over the Iast 50 years, what the Chinese think ofthe Tibetan people is very vividly
described as "a seed growing out of blood" the Chinese have always defined Tibetans as

enemies. This is because the Chinese do not want, nor are thel,interested in. the Dalai Lama.
Tibetan culture, religion, or tradition. All they want and are interested in is the geographical area
of Tibet, which is rich in natural resorrrces. I think this is true considering those Chinese policies
that have been implemented in Tibet. such as the birth control polic),. and restricting monks from
joining monasteries, etc. I think those policies are aimed at eventualll,eliminating the very
Tibetan identity. As a Tibetan, I think',ve should seriously,think about these implications.

Unable to work for the welfare of the Tibetan people, His Holiness the ll Tthl Karmapa also
escaped to India fin 1999-2000] in search ola freedom that would guarantee him an environment
in which he could really work for Tibetans. Likewise, Arja Rinpoche [fbrmer abbot of Kumbum
monastery in Qinghai who defected to the US in 1998] was told by the Chinese govemment to
invite the I lth Panchen Lama recognized by China to Kumbr-rm Monastery. Horvever, Arja
Rinpoche argued that Tibetan culture and religious traditions should be respected, as clearly
stated in the Chinese Constitution. and because ofthat he also had to leave Tibet. So by looking
at these examples, it is obvious that there is no freedom at all in Tibet.

The Tibetan Government in Exile and Tibetan support organizations had been fighting for the
independence of Tibet from 1959 until the 1970s. By the late 1970s, horvever, His Holiness the
Dalai Lama began advocating the Middle Way Approach. \\'hat I understand of the Middle Way
Approach is that it is genuinely based on achieving mutual benefit tbr both sides, a peaceful
solution based on understanding.

The idea of the Middle Way Approach is generated from Buddhist teachings. It is a political
approach to achieving a genuinely autonomous 'fibet where Tibetans are guaranteed rights to
preserve their own culture and maintain their own traditions and way of life within the
framework ofChinese Constitution. All those guarantees for the rights ofethnic minorities are

actually clearly stated in the Chinese Constitution, and thus the Middle Way Approach proposed

by His Holiness the Dalai Lama is not contrary to Chinese lau'. Also. in 2005 Bapa Phuntsog
Wangyal [the first Tibetan Communist. now in his eighties and living in Beiiing] tirelessly wrote
letters to President Hu Jintao, clearly stating that the Middle Way Approach is the best solution,

that it is based on mutual benefits to the Chinese and Tibetan people. and thal it is a far-sighted

proposal for finding a peaceful solution to the Tibetan issue Those leners by Phuntsok

Wanggyal have been published in "New Generation."

The situation in Tibet today is such that the Tibetan language has been rnarginalized to the point

that all government olficei only use Chinese as the offrcial language. Sometimes, 9$inaV
Tibetan; who have to go to govemment offices are scolded and called animals by Chinese

officials because they do not understatrd Chinese. Racial discrimination is prevalent everywhere'

No iiuO* is spoken at meetings or used in government-related work. fhis is the conspiracy in



the cunent policy. The kind ofpolitical conspiracy I understand it to be is one that is distorting
history, and anyone who speaks the truth about it will be connected to this "conspiracy," thus
making anyone's thoughts deemed to be politically incorrect. This clearly shows that there is no
freedom, particularly for ethnic minorities.

I want to talk about this political conspiracy from two points of view: one where it is something
that we can easily see, while the other is where it is taking place under the surface. The facet of
the political conspiracy that we can easily see and feel is the high-handed policies ofthe Chinese
govemment, while the other facet relates to the degeneration ofTibetan culture, and the
economic and political environment.

I am now in my twenties and as far as I am concerned, I have never experienced a situation
where a Chinese has pointed a gun at mv head, nor have I ever experienced physical
maltreatment from a Chinese person. However, as a Tibetan living in Tibet. the sufferings faced
by my fellow Tibetans, needless to say. are my own sufferings. As I have pointed out above in
terms of the degeneration of Tibetan culture, language and tradition. there is always an
impartiality with those teachers' concepts ofteaching in schools in Tibetan areas.

So in the first aspect olthis "political conspiracy," students never get to leam what they are

supposed to, making schooljust a kind of formality. Tibetan students never get the opportunity
to properly leam professional skills in school. This situation emerges from policies aimed at
systematically corrupting the future generation ofTibet in order to disempower them and make
them unable to stand on their own feet.

Secondly, and in terms of mineral resources and the destruction of Tibet's environment due to
excessive mining, large amounts ofresources that cannot be counted in terms of money have

been transported to China. Every'thing in Tibet, including water from the three main rivers, the

Drichu (Yangtze), Machu (Yellow) and Dzachu (Mekong). gold, and other valuable mineral
resources are all taken to China. Also. many places in Tibet are used as a dumping site for
nuclear waste. These are steps to undermine the very identitl ofTibet. I am speaking these truths
based on my own observations and understanding.

Speaking about the situation in nomadic areas ofTibet, a significant increase in the construction

ofChinese styled houses has been carried out in the name ofurbanization. centralizing nomads

in towns and cities. The real motivation behind this is to lundamentally change the style of living
of Tibetan nomads, the very culture of Tibetan nomads. Mao's plan in the early days to migrate

Chinese settlers to regions like Yushu and Golok have been restarted, with more and more

Chinese migrants settling in Tibetan areas.

Speaking about the situation facing Tibetan farmers. they are lbrced to plant bushes in their

fields; ttieir right ofchoice is not at all respected, which is also a long-term political conspiracy

of the Chinese government.

FreedomtopreserveourTibetancultureandreligionhasbeencompletelyrestrictedlbr.50.years,

"ra,f"r. "i[i"i"ns 
ofo*r rights a.e rapidly accJerating as there is no respect paid to the laws in

china,s constitution on urtono*y for nationalities. A Tibetan who loves Tibet should never let



these restrictions define them. As is u,ritten in an article: "When we laugh, we laugh together,
and when we mourn, we mourn together. It is time now to speak up lor truth, justice, and the
pain caused by the distorted propaganda and education that is getting more severe."

So a Tibetan like Lobsang Tashi (Tapey), who set himsell'on flre because he was unable to bear
all of the suff'ering [the Kirti monk who set himself on fire in February after the local authorities
banned a prayer ceremony, his whereabouts is currently unknown]; like the monk from Ragya
monastery [in Qinghai], who jumped ir.rto the river; like Jinpa and Thysum from Ma1.ur who
committed suicide after being tortured in prison; like Thupten Ngodup, a Tibetan in exile who
committed suicide by setting himsellon fire due to his desire lbr human rights; and like those
Tibetans who have been killed and detained since Iast year's protest: those Tibetans have
sacrificed their lives for the Tibetan people's cultural, traditional and economic rights. Even
though Tibetans are teruified to speak up against those suff'erings due to the heavy-handed
policies and crackdowns on dissent, the resentment and grievances are ah.vays there deep down
in the heart ofevery Tibetan.

Sometimes it is believed that a feu'people speaking up rvill not make a difference, but given the
crisis we face in terms of the survival of our culture and identity, we lnust stand up. While the
Tibetan people are living in constant lear and under such severe repression. it is unavoidably an
obligation of the international community, including the UN, to pay attention to this. We should
not be engaged in our own internal conflicts, but rather, u'e should be aware ofthe outside
factors that threaten us. Our parents were killed. our sisters and brothers were killed, they all died
for Tibet.

Tibet is not just a name, Tibet is more than that. Anyone rvho loves Tibet should do something

and speak out. Following the example ofTibetans like Khenpo Jigme Phuntsog [the late senior

lama from Larung Gar, Sertharl, rvho dedicated his life to the preservation of Tibetan Buddhist

culture, or like Konglhang Tsang who refused to accept the I lth Panchen Lama appointed by the

Chinese govemment. They suffered a lot simply because o1'their love for Tibet. After these

sacrifices, a Tibetan who indulges only in his or her own personal rvell-being is worse than an

animal. We should always think olourselves as an ethnic gloup with a vital cultural heritage and

a tradition we should be proud of; however, this is dying out. We should realize that there is

always a danger that the Tibetan ethnic group is going to be like today's Manchurians who exist

in this world by name only, and rve should be aware that this is exactly how the Chinese policies

are transforming the Tibetan ethnic group.

Today I am here speaking ofthese things, not as a hero ofthe nation or scholar, I am speaking as

a Tibetan who is unable to bear what is going to happen [to Tibet]. Those senior ofhcials, like

the head ofGannan prefecture or county should really take it seriously. However, while it is

understandable that it is really difficult for people rvho live in such a repressive environment to

speak up, people are dying and there is no time to wait'

lndiagaineditsindependenceafterbeingcolonizedbl,Britainfor200years.UnderMahatma
Gandhi's leadership, many people sacriliced their blood firr independence through the use of

non-violence" so we Tibetans also should follow their steps'



His Holiness the Dalai Lama, who is now 74, has been working tirelessly for the wellbeing of the
Tibetan people. He also feels happiness and sadness. so as the proverb savs: "People miss their
home when they get old, birds miss their nest \v'hen they are old. " It is my biggest wish that there
will be a reunion ofall Tibetans soon.

The Middle Way Approach, which uses non-violent means in the hopes of achieving mutual
benefit for both Tibetans and Chinese, is commonly recognized and supported worldwide. We
Tibetans should also be able to stand on our own feet. Horv should we do this? It is, ofcourse,
difficult to ask lamas to do this or that, considering that they are also living under the gun which
I mentioned above as in the example ofChadral Rinpochc. rvho was arrested simply for showing
his objection to the recognition of the Chinese appointed llth Panchen Lama.

It is the shared wish ofall six rnillion Tibetans to find a peacet-ul solution to the Tibetan issue
through the Middle Way Approach, rvhich is based on achieving mutual benefit and
understanding lor both Chinese and Tibetan people, as is proposed by His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and all Tibetans. Horvever. the Chinese governmenl has never taken it seriously.

Transcription (PART 3 - 4)

We have seen many things happen in other countries after the crackdown in Tibet, and how
many lives rvere lost just as in Tibet last year due to the military, but Tibetan protesters did not
use violence.

The only acts of violence committed by Tibetans rvere by tliose madyrs wl'ro set themselves on
fire and thosc rvho committed suicide by jumping into rivers in the name of freedom. We
Tibetans protest against Chinese rule because ofthe policies again us, an invisible destruction of
the basic cultulal, economic and political identity ofthe Tibetan people inside Tibet. This is not
to say all Chinese people think this way, but the Communist government is more concerned with
implementing its ambitious development policies rather than with the u,ell-being oflthe Tibetan

people. We cannot stand idly by as the government distorts the truth \\'ith its propaganda. I have

no regrets if my lif,e has to be sacrificed for my country and l'air treatment of my people.

Despite the oppression of the Chinese government. what we h:rve to do as Tibetans is come

togeiher and develop the ideas [and strategies] necessary to protect our cultural identity. And we

have to choosc our own way rvithoul being controlled by anyone else. lt is not a given that we

betieve in ttrc government's distorted information, nor is i1 necessarily the case that we have to

n.nt"rt unuinrilt. as it is obvious that the government would deal such things rvith lethal force,

fi}i; ,"h. i;;; ;i."r. ii*t and ribetaris being hated b1 ,ore chinese' Even though tens of

it 
"*.""i, "i 

llUetans have been kille6 by the Chinese -rnilitarv 
forces since they started

"ffiirgiiu.r, 
we are not thinking thai we should take more chinese lives in order to avenge

The Chinese government has said that Tibetan protesters killed many Chinese civilians during
the uffest last year. In fact, it was the Chinese military that cracked down on peaceful Tibetan
protesters. Many Tibetans sacrificed their lives tbr freedom. And while they hated the Chinese
government, rather than resorting to violence these Tibetans used courage in the face of death to
fight for freedom.



those lost Tibetans, who sacrificed their lives for truth and justice. So how can we hate the
Chinese?

We are a nerv generation and rve rvork fbr truth and justice despite the Chinese govemment that
is willing to take the lives of more and more Tibetans. We are very committed to protecting truth
andjustice. I am standing in front ofthe camera here todal [as evidence ofthis]. ln the same
way, many domestic publications in Tibet, including Shar Dung ri (The Eastern Mountain), Tsen
po Nyianglob (Dedication of (Tsenbo) Tibetan King), Nga shon sarba (New Generation), Nge
phayul dang shevi Jiangdrol (My Homeland and Peaceful Liberation) as r.vell as other
publications outside Tibet, all contain that strong expression ofthe pain ofTibet and her people
under Communist rule. [These are literary publications with Tibetan views about the protests and
their consequences, and experiences of imprisonment and loss].

Many Tibetan intellectuals and educated people already understand r.vhat those books have
expressed and revealed, but due to the threats of tl.re Comrnunist government's rule very few
people dare to pass on real information concerning the people inside Tibet. So many nomads and
people living irr rural areas simply don't knorl about the Tibetan issue. Today I am here, facing
danger, hoping that that my voice will reach those uneducated people inside Tibet and also the
people around the world whose positive research approaches the realitl, on the ground inside
Tibet. Therelbre everyone, both Tibetans and people of the world. have the responsibility to
make clear the distinction betrveen right and rvrong, and let people around the world see who
was wrong and who made mistakes.

I am here toda1.', and while I cannot encourage other people to speak out, I am determined to do
whatever I can. Tibetan religious lamas should respect our real history, speak the truth, and work
for it. Tibetan ollcials in Tibet should protect their positions ar.rd salaries given to them by the
government. l.ut must be concerned with the wellbeing ofniinorities. such as Tibetans. You
should not acecpt your wages without upholding justice for the people.

We do not hare freedom ofreligion and politics because rnost ofthe religious and political
websites are lirll of propaganda that distorts the situation. \\'e do not hate the Chinese, but we
respect truth and justice. We were prolesting against Chinese lule because the local authorities
are not acting according to China's Constitution and autonoml' laws. The Prime Minister of the

People's RepLrblic ofChina said that China respects truth and justice. But Tibetans don't have

equal religiorrs. politicat, and economic rights. So, many Tibetan people sacrificed their lives to

protest again i1 Chinese rule [over the past year]. including rn1'self here today. because we want

equal human r 
ighls and freedom.

We will nevcr give up our fight for freedom and truth until Chinese policies change regarding the

implementation of the Constitution. We have been fighting fbr our freedom for more than 50

years, but the chinese govemment has refused to hear us and ignored us until today. So far, the
'Chinar" 

gor,.r,',,rent has charged numerous Tibetans rvho love peace and truth under the . ._.

criminal ioclc rr ith such crimes as being a counter-revolutionary and destroying social stability,

putting thenr in plison for terms varying from l0- 1 8 years to life'



In fact, we are not the criminals. Chinese rule is criminal. Even the Chinese government makes
accusations alririnst His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his Middle Way Approach, calling him and
his supportcrs the "Dalai clique" and "separatists." lt is well known that the Middle Way of His
Holiness the I)rlai Lama is the best way to solve the problem between Tibet and China. It will
bring benefit li)r both Tibetans and Chinese. But still, the Chinese qovernment refuses it. How
would the Chinese act if we Tibetans took the picture of Mao Zedong over the Tiananmen Gate
and trample it into the ground? And yet the Chinese aulhorities did this to His Holiness the Dalai
Lama's phob rlany times in monasteries. Did the Chinese go\emntent 1'eel the pain of the
Tibetan people? What would the followers of Christianitl. and other religions do if you vilify
their leaders'.' I )o you know how it feels to be accuscd of being a criminal? This is the only
reason wh)' -l '.ctans always call for people around the rvorld to suppon justice and truth.

Every Tibetr,: hrs the same tllought that I just expressed because they love their country and

their religior ' ader. However, they cannot speak those words in public without facing arbitrary
arrests and a ! rckdown by authorities. The responsibilitv ofour new generation is to continue to
protect our'l il tan identity despite the repression and threats fiom the government. I'm here
today to spc,rk lhe truth, everyone loves and respects the truth. it doesn't matter whelher you are a
religious pcr.r.rr, ora politician, everyone has the right to speak the truth. The pain that I have in
my heart is s'r :cd by all Tibetans, but we have no chance to express it living under Communist
Party rule.

Little of Tit- "
not stopped '

disappeared
destruction t,
social exclLr .

,, ill remain if the current sitr,ration under Chinese rule continues. Tibetans have
'ing appeals for freedom for their country and people, but many ofthem have
'ruse ofthe lack offreedom in the region. Every Tibetan f,eels pain due to the
c environment, extraction of natural resources. economic marginalization and

His Holiness ,' e Dalai Lama had no choice but to flee the C'hinese military forces in Tibet for the

outside worl.l. rtrrd has for more than 50 years been tirelessly r.vorking fbr our country and people

through peace rrnd non-violence. Tibet once had a population of six million, but now it only has

four miliio,, I ' 'r rnany were killed and birth control policics rvere implemented. on top of which

is the effecr, rnsfer ofchinese into Tibet that is out-pacing the -fibelan birth rate in the

region.

For exampl,'. .' c population in Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Gansu province had

reached aio, tiO,OOO to 130,000 in 2OO3-2OO4,but in 2009 it is only 80,000 to 90,000._This

same situati . rs happening to the Tibetan population throughout Tibet as well. The population

of monks in ,,r.,-, Tib.tin Autonomous irrifecture u,as around 13.000 in 2004, but in 2009

it.i. *. onr. ,.000. This number was issued by the local authorities based on people's identity

The return to 
-' ibet of religious leaders such as the Karmapa, Arjia Rinpoche, Samdhong

Rinpoche [the l'ibetan Prime Minister in exile], and especialll the leader of Tibet, His Holiness
the Dalai Larr r, would build a positive, harmonious and peaceful society between Tibetans and
Chinese. Thc rcturn of His Holiness the Dalai Lama is lundamental to establishing harmony
between Chinr and Tibet.



cards, so 1hr" l.norv how the population has reduced between these four years. Looking at these
numbers, tlr' 'rubling situation for Tibet's culture and traditions is clear.
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'ople need birth control because it has a massive population, but not enough
betans do not need birth control. because we are an ethnic minority with only a
rlation. The Tibetan territorv takes up 40% of China. but with only four million

lants. As for Chinese cities, such as the capital city ofGansu province, Lanzhou,
has reached over 3,000,000. The whole olChina has around 1.2 to 1.3 billion
rrefore they could not survive on their own land due to the limited availability of
l. So, the Chinese government's policies in Tibet are aimed at killing native
stlicting their fundamental rights in order to absorb this ethnic group into the Han
vcr. Tibet has monks and nuns. whose vocation works to naturally control the
'ion.

'Irinese government does not treat Tibetans as l.iuman beings or allow us to revere

-' Dalai Lama. or even call for his return. It rvill cause great hea(ache for
lloliness the Dalai Lama passes away outside of Tibet, because the connection
.'tan people and His Holiness the Dalai Lama is like the one between a child and
r.:ing care ofand protecting parents should be the responsibility of the children,
Jrirve not been able to do this for more than 50 years. We can only wear a fake
r munist govemment in Tibet or risk imprisonment.

:r Development Program ['Xibu da Kaifa', Beijing's economic strategy for the

, of the PRC, including Tibetl, which has been underway for years in Tibet,

',11'purpose as other policies, including the cot.trol of more resources through

r ir) remote areas. This has not benefited the local Tibetan people, but rather, has

rincse migrants. The Western Development Program has brought a lot ofnew

'-ibct, buithis is owned by Han Chinese ancl rented by Han Chinese, so what

I'r local Tibetans?

lry that Tibet will turn into Manchuria. rvhich is what the Chinese govemment

.. Thi, i, th. only real opportuni['to be a'fibetan freedom fighter and expres-s

,,, io ihe *orld so tie rvorlil will know r.vhat the Chinese government envisions for

t l:ii.,"tans and intellectuals cannot $,rite the real history ofribet because of

' 
' 

, iitiri"giifr.,an books' or hold artistic peformances that deal with the reality

'ional autonomy in the Chinese Constitution sav to respect the fundamental rights
l the reality is completely diff'erent and our tundamental rights are not being
. Tibet is governed asjust another territory or region in the People's Republic of
'ing is done to build the harmonious society that the government promotes.
.o psychological harmony because lve have only pain inside due to Communist
'ss fhe Dalai Lama is very lamous in the worid today, everyone respects and
,rl he is 74 years old now; he must miss his homeland very much, because when
,lJ, they miss home just as rvhen birds get old. they want to retum to their nests.
,hoping for Ilis Holiness lhe Dalai Lama to retum to Tibet and negotiate with
rip in peace. That is the onll *ish o1'every Tibetan.
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's h:rn these types of practices because they knorv that these activities would clear
i rrrl reveal the truth when the fagade created by the government's propaganda is
. l'rr here today to express the pain inside me dueto Chinese rule. This doesn't
r r lood speaker, or that I'm very knorvledgeable. But the pain inside me serves to
, s|cak out regarding the fact that there is no freedom in Tibet.

'r,,: peaceful protest this year at [,utsang monastery in Qinghai, and the studer,t
Lr Tibetan Middle School. The Constitution of the People's Republic of China

Lirirl everyone has a right to demonstrate as long as they do not destroy the
,,r,,'hcr people's property. However. lve saw with our own eyes the tight security
' r the teachers at Sangchu school after the peacef-ul demonstration, in which the

I some students were expelled. Most teachers did not receive their last pay
'ions were put in place on the number ofstudents allowed to attend university

', 'lr is video footage is the pain ofthe Tibetan people under Chinese rule, as well
rt has happened in Tibet in the past and rvhal is going on in Tibet today.
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE COMPLETED BY PERSONS

\LLEGING ARBITRARY ARREST OR DETENTION'

I. IDENTITY

I - Familr ,' ,,ne

2. First r' : ...Kalsang Tsuttrim [Chinese characters: ffi+€Ei(E)]

3. Sex

'Asc
arre:
given
inadn

4.BirthL' or age (at the time ofdetention): ............1980,30yearsold......

5. Natir',r.' r',Nationalities:............Tibetan............

6. (a) k' " document (ifany): ......pictures below-

,uestionnaire must be completed for each case of alleged arbitrary
ntion. As far as possible, all details requested should be

theless, failure to do so will not be necessarily result in the

/ of the communication.

I



(b) Issued
by

(c) On
(date):

(d)
L\O

7. Profession and/or activity (ifhelieved to be relevant to the arrest/deterr..

.........Kalsang undertook an a\\'areness raising activity to counter goveri
propaganda. He authored a book in Tibetan language titled Miyul La Pht
(summarized as Sharing the Inncr Thoughts in My Heart) and also made .

distributed widely video recording ofhis opinion regarding the Tibetan li.
struggle, the Daiai Lama's call for genuine autonomy through middle u,a;
and human rights situation in Tibet. Around 2,500 copies of the VCD wer .

in his native county and the neighboring counties. He understood the risk
committing thispolitical error and has been on the move for around a yct,, ,

safe from the authorities until his anest in Julv 2010.

On 25 August 2010, a team ofaround seven Xiahe County Public Securir
officers arrived at Kalsang's nlonastery, Ciyitsang Gaden Choeling Mona..,,, .

. lnpa

1

.raOh

ributed
kin

, irnain

- ltu
rbr

j



investi,, ",,r and collection ofevidence. The officers were investigating the source of
fund f, \iCD. They also took along a copy of Kalsang's book as evidence when
they lc' nronastery. It clearly shows that he has been anested for his activity in
publisl

8. Add' r ,,1'usual residence:

....His'
Xiahe '

He *,1,'

Kyi R

age, h,
2005.-
studie,'

I residence will be his monastery. Gyitsang Gaden Choeling Monastery, at
r'. Gansu Province.

in Sangchu County, Gansu Province, in 1980 to Samphel (flather) and
rcr). For nine years he studied at the local primary school. At i3 years of
nrolled in Gyitsang Gaden Choeling Monastery where he stayed until
lier, he joined Kanlho Buddhist Institute and completed his further

"). He is still affiliated to Gyitsang Gaden Choeling Monastery.



II. Anest2

1. Date of anest: .........2'/ July 201 0........

2. Place ofarrest (as detailed as possible):
..... . .. . ...Along with a friend. he was arrested at Dzoge County. Ngaba 

-l ,. . . .,r

Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province.

3. Forces who carried out the arrest or are believed to have canied it out:

Dzoge County Public Seculity Bureau

4. Did they show a warrant or other decision by a public authority?

No

5. Authority who issued the warrant or decision:

6. Relevant legislation applied (if known):

............No charges have been drawn so iar by the Public Security Burc. ., , .,, rt is
expected that ultimately the courl will convict him under the legislation
"Endangering State Security"

'?For the purpose of this questionnaire, "arrest" refers to the initial ac
apprehending a person. "Detention" means and includes detention b
and after trial. In some cases, only section II, or section III may be
applicable. None the less, whenever possible, both sections should b.

Jnng

. it].



3. Forci' ng the detainee under custody:

I Iezuo City Public Security Bureau.... .

4. Placc 'cntion (indicate any transfer and present place of detention):

r is known to be detained at the Hezou City PSB Detention Centre since
his arre'

5. Auth lrat ordered the detention:

e County and Ganan Tibet Autonomous Prefecture are believed to have
jointly r. his detention.

6. Reas,' the detention imputed by the authorities:

1. Date ,

immedi
Centre. .

2. Dura'
the timc

When h.

absolut.

r For th
a ppre h,

and aft
applica

III. f)etention3

'rtion: ... He was arrested on 7 July 2010 at Dzoge County and
I away for detention at Hezuo City Public Security Bureau Detention

letention (if not known, probable duration): ......Exactly a month at

case submission.

llcial reason has been given by the authorities for Kalsang's detention.
ly arrived at the Hezuo PSB Detention Centre, their inquiries wete
,red... . ... ... ...... . .. ..... . .

7. Reler islation applied (ifknown):

......Ar'
"Endan,

ment he is not charged but most probably he will be charged for
-tate 

Security".. . ....... . .

IV. Des
reasons

e circumstances ofthe anest and/or the detention and indicate precise
Lr consider the arest or detention to the arbitrary z

se of this questionnaire, "arrest" refers to the initial act of
r person. "Detention" means and includes detention before, during

1n some cases, only section II, or section IiI may be
rre the less, whenever possible, both sections should be filled in.



... .. . ... ...Taking a great personal risk in countering government proirir
undertook an awareness raising activity in Tibet to educate primarily r

and the public about the true history ofTibetan struggle for freedonr. r

Lama's call lor genuine autonomy through middle way approach anrl I

situation in Tibet. In order to widely reach the illiterate audience. he rrr

recording of his opinion on 18 .luly 2009. About 2500 copies ofthis ri,
video CD touched upon many recent events in Tibet and Chinese gor ,.

which led to the displacement of a large number of Tibetan nomads in
development, and thereby completely altering their nomadic way ol lil .

Tibet's natural resources, destruction of f'r'agile environment, ecouorl i.
marginalization and social exclusion ofl ibetans, lack of freedon, etc. ,

message also appeals to the lJnited Nations and Intemational commun
have moral obligation to speak on behalf ofthe Tibetan people inside I

living in constant f'ear and under severe repression. Besides the VCD. I
also autlrored a book titled Mryul La Phul I/e Sempa (summarized as ,\,

Inner Thoughts in My Heart). a book which illustrates the concerns ol r,

people.

Right from the beginning Kalsang knew tliat he was at a great personirl l

committing this political en'or and has been on the move for at Ieast a I
safe from the authorities. He was finally arrested on 7 July 2010 in Dzo.
Sichuan Province. His arrest is not unexpected. ..................

V. Indicate internal steps, including domestic remedies, taken especilll '
and administrative authorities. particularl) for the purpose ofestablishir:
detention and. as appropriate, their results or the reasons why such stcl.rs '
were ineffective or why they were not taken

.........At the time of arrest, a f iend was arrested along with Kalsang 
-l-s

However, the PSB released him after trl'o days detention. He later inlbn,
family about his detention at the Hezuo City PSB Detenion Centre. l hc

travelled to the detention centre to inquire about the reasons and rvell bci:
Kalsang but the olficials did not respond to any oftheir questions. The fr,

illiterate and financially poor, hence thel have not acquired the servicc c'.

the time of submission of this case to the WGAD. In ethnic Tibetan area.
Kalsang's native Xiahe County in the People's Republic of China, peopl.
approach the legal and administrative authorities since it is considered al
futility in view of the political situation in the area and the government's ..

response to anything politically challenging the government and its
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VI. Full name ald address of the person(s) submitting the information (tr,., ,,.,ne and
fax number, ifpossible) a

o If a case is submitted to the Working Group by anyone other than tl m or
his family, such person or organization should indicate authorization L, ., . victim



Tibetan C,".c for Human Rights and Democracy
Top Floor. rrthang Building
Gangchen ishong,Dharamsala
H.P. - 17( i, India

Tel: +91 1'''1223363 1229225 9816676427 (cell)
Fax: +91 1, ,2225874

Email: tcl rrorgay@tchrd.otg I tervirnorgav@gmai l. com
Website:r rv.tchrd.org

Y

or his fan
available,
authoriza
the Work
will be ke

' to act on their behalf. If, however, the authorization is not readily
, Working Group reserves the right to proceed without the
r. All details concerning the person(s) submitting the information to
-roup, and any authorization provided by the victim or his family,
onfidentia l.

Mr.Tenzin ''orgay

Research l IUN Affairs

.:.r'

"rDate: ...1- \ugust 2010...... Signature: ......



Trutb is phalI ")pt'olect

Liu are wbat I , lnle

These are the X,' 'r, /r,4r - Gyitsang Takmik

'(I will not close my eyes even in death"

Tibetan brotr

forced into ,

authorities. (l

appeal again.'

'rl sistets from the Land of Snorv, it has been 52 years since His Holiness was

.rd 15 years since the abduction of Eleventh Panchen Lama by the Chinese

c' occasions n 2009,I have found the courage to take great risk to record this

'rirl ofbasic rights in Tibet. Tibet is now facing live and death struggle

A Tibetan sr

talk about tl

practice my :

nation with i'

millenia.

.s "a11 suppressions are suffering and all freedoms happiness." But how do we

'tieedom is happiness'. Freedom to me is the right to preserve my culture,

t xnd to maintain my Tibetan way of life. It goes without saying that Tibet is

unique histon, way of life, and abundant culrural heritage that goes back over

(.,trote This is ,'

Tibetan monk

Ofenryilb nt

However, to,

our tears as

Communist i

Tibetans rvo'

Liberation o I

Sacrificing hi

Petition in l

yeats and eJ

imprisonmcr

"ct [r-rrder China] has no tieedom. It has become a place u,'here we have to bury

s gmaw from inside. In 1959 FIis Holiness was forced into exile and the

'cclared so-called liberation of Tibet during which hundreds of thousands of

I and many more were imprisoned. But how can it be ca.lled the 'Peacefi:l

,crl safety and privileges Panchen Lama rvrote his historic 70,000 Chaacter

u'hch he was denounced as a'teudal lord'. L,ater he u'as imprisoned for nine

rlrs. Basic freedoms were and are non-existent in Tibet. This was clear from

'll important 6gure like the Panchen Lama for simply speakrng the truth.

' 
lgglltranslation of the texm ofthe video appeal by the arrested

1 Tsultim or Gl,itsang Takrruk. His book Mtlul La Pfulvai Senpa (rouglrly translated as:

' :.w7a) was published in 2009.)



This is 2009. If we reflect on the last 50 years 
- 

a book published in exile clc,,,

is always for the Chinese. Chinese authorities always consider Tibet as its encr,.

the His Holiness Dalu Larna, the Tibetan culture, religion ot Tibetan traditior,

Tibet's natural resources'- I think this is true considering Chinese policies i

birth contol, supression of re)igion, population transfer etc. which arc ,,

eLminating the veq' Tibetan identity. r\s Tibetans, we should seriously think ab,,L,

. d that 'China

l do not want

r r ra only wants

ct such as the

lt eventually

- iLnplicatioa.

The lack of fteedom and suppression of religron in Tibet can be seen ftom th,.

Karmapa and Arjia Rinpoche. Unable to work for the welfare ofthe Tibetans, ri,

search of freedom that would guarantee them an environment to work forTibct,

China's suppression of Tibetans has two lerels. The Frrst is the more tar.rr.rii,.

physical harassment of anyone who speaks about the sinrations in Tibet todal'. L

'engagrng rn poJitical acnvism' and 'holding wrong political thoughts' those rvhc,

persecuted This is done by sendrng soldiers and other security personals all .r'

modem weapons to arbitrarily arest and force people to live in constant fcrtL.

thought is denied.

The otler level of suppression is subt-le and less tangible in the form of denial t.,t

declining economic siruation, and the destruction of Tibetan culture. There i.

education where Tibetans schools are never taught subjects such as science an.

standard as are taught in the Chinese schools. Tibetans do not get professional s,

oppornnities. This is a political scheme to discnpower them.

. of Gyalwang

. Lrt into exile in

,e in terms of

I tools such as

k the truth are

. ibet, who use

, rLLs freedom of

, rrcal rights and

. crimination in

irs in the same

, s and equal job

There is also a dangerous trend to sinocise all aspects of Tibetan way of life. , Lr-,ughout Tibet

farmers are &iven into urban towns and nomads are forced into perml:.-rtt setdements.

Additionally huge number of Chinese setders is brought in whereby Tibet's urtr.gue culture and

traditions are permanendy destroyed.

At such a critical dme, we canflot remain si.lent. \X/e must speak. In an essay I tca.r ,-,r.rlier that it was

writtenthattt'sgreatifwealllaughtogether,anditwillbecourageousifweallcrr.rddietogether.'

Ve must speak the tmth. It makes me unbearable to witness all these deceptive l)lircies and wrong

the education system in Tibet.



I am now ir ,'

solider poin,

However, as ,

lcrrries, but personally I have never experienced a situation where a Chinese

ur rt my head. I have also not experienced ill-trealr:neflt from a Chinese.

rn liring in Tibet, the suffenngs my lellow Tibetans face are my own sufferings.

I-obsang Tnsr

thet rights ,

Monastery rl

Ngodup in c

being tom.rr',

political fre.

The majoril

authorities. .

Tibetan has r

Sometimes i

that our cul'

from the er,

Eleventh P:,

Buddhist cu

Today, I an'

blood and l'

food, sheltc,

time to u'ri

governmenr

PeoPle's hal'

Realising th

must have t'

Gandhi, dicl

likely that l

His Holirc.-

the Tibetan

,'r'l fiom Ngaba in Amdo province sacrifrced lLrs life for tus country, people and

' locrl authorities banned religious ceremonies. Recendv a monk from Ragya

his life due to severe resfticdons on religious tieedom. likewise, Pawo Thupteo

, scli immolated to demand freedom for Tibet. There are thousands of Tibeans

irrcsc. prisons. All of them have the same vision for a free Tibet, where we have

,xor c rights and freedom to protect our culture.

r'('t:rrs xre cowed down by suppression, tear and crackdowns by the Chinese

.crr rhink that we have all to lose and nothing to garn. But deep down every

, nr ,,rrd grievances stored in their hearts.

'r', 'l thrt a few people speaking will not make a difference. Yet grven the fact

i1, ,rrit1'laces life and death stru€gle, we have to stand up. Drawing inspirations

scr l>y Gunthang lamp yang who refused to accept the Chinese appointed

rnl'r. lnd I{henpo Jigme Phuntsok, who dedicated his life in the preservation of

" " t speak.

, 'ing about these things not because I am a scholar but because my flesh,

ir Lrited from my Tibetan ancestors. And the Tibetan language has given me

,c. ' can flo longer beat the situation in Tibet. People are dying and thete is no

.,r" rnust speak. This is also true for those who rvork for the Chinese

' :- '.,rc is linked with rise and tall of the Tibetan nadon, they must work for the

of Tibetans sacrifice their lives for Tibet, those who work lor the Chinese

rcll the truth. This was what the Indians, under the leadership of Mahatrna

ritish and they won independence in 1947. If we follow their example, it is

r tr-ecdom soon.

I norv, and has been working tirelessly for more than 50 years fot Tibet. As

'old man longs for his home and an old bird its nest'and likevzise His



Holiness too misses and Iongs to come back to Tibet. This is the sole wisir r,i

outside Tibet. For this to happen even if we ha\.e to speak against the bartl ,,

with total comcuon and courage.

We are a new generation who work for truth and justice despite the facr ri

willing to take more and more 'l'ibetan lives. We are very committed to 
1 
,r,

fihat is why] I am standing here today. Similarly, many books published iu i i

R-r (Eastern Snow Mountain) , Tserpoi N.yingtob @ierce Courage), Na Shot .\',t,,

Ngai Pltayl Dang Shiwai Cbingtol (Ntt. Land an(l 'Peacefirl Lrberadon) as wcll l.
exile stongly express the sufferings of Tibetans under dee Communist rule-

It is not that we cannot carry violent actir.ities or that we are incapable ot-

sacriEced their lives for Tibet and hence it is not that we do not have corr',

under the leadership of His Holiness the Dalai Lama we fight for justice tlrl,i

will never resort to terrorism as is beiflg done in other parts of the world. \\'c

avenge the hundreds of thousands of Tibetans rvho were murdered.

Yet looking at today's situations of the farmers and nomads, then it is worth s.

this way, I have the r*rllngness to sacrifice my life for Tibet when a ctcumsr.,

have no regrets. If all of us remain united and think likewise, we rvill realize c,rrr

It is not necessary for all of us to take to the steets for Tibet with our fists liis.

writing we can teli the truth about the real situation in Tibet. Today I am hcrc. :

hoping that that mv voice will reach *rose s,ho are inside Tibet and around thc

Everyone has the responsibility to talk about nght and wrong. Ifone is a lenr.r.

to tell the truth and if one works for the government, then he must spcak t

salary is tiny compare to all the sacrifice people are making. If the Tibetan srL

education system does not provide them the necessary qualifications thcl'

attending classes. Likervise, Tibetans must stop using Chinese clothes and stop

If thinl in this way, it is not necessary for all of us to take to the streets raisir,

hate the Chinese people, but v/e respect truth and justice. We are against tlic ,.

nrle.

,ctans in and

, c must do so

rthorities are

' and justice.

.rs S har Dmg

Generation),

,rblications in

,. Many have

e means. But

liolence. We

, ) no plans to

, one's life. In

r es and I will

rr aspiration.

air. Through

, ,i the danger,
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rr because his

,now that the

Icott by not

r -hinese food.

,s. We do not

, ,,Lrnist China's



Premier \\'c,'

Tibetan do r

is why lamr.

engage in ci'

activities? l
Tibet and tl

tfren we cal

For the pas

aPpeal, the

criminal, th,

Holiness 'a

hurt the Ti],

from the '1i

Taking dor,

Tibetan her

His Holinc

genuine ta)l

can be bul

and peace, t

His Holincs

is 74 years

Holiness to

However, t'

to revere FI

His Holinc.

child to a n'

Many wor'

goverffnerl

rhat China respects truth and facts. If this is so then why is that I as a

lom leam my language, promote my cu.lture and practice my religion? This

,vemme11t officials, students and all othcr lay and monastic people must

rce by boycotting in all their respective works. Is it possible to boycott in all

r all the patriots who march forward ready to sacrifice theit Lives do so for

rnd never for any personal gain. If thev can sacrifice their lives for Tibeg

cott in our works.

c havc suffered under the oppressiorr. Each time we humbly submit an

o not accept it. In fact today anyone who tells truth is considered as a

e Ch.ina rule that is criminal. Moreover, the Chinese authorities ca.ll His

k's clothes'and his followers 'Dalai clique' and 'separatists', which deeply

lould the Chinese people fecl if we take down the portrait of N{^o Zedong

rre and uample on it?

, ss' photos, buming and tcaring them have caused deep wounds in the

ne fnendship is to be build between the 'Iibetan and Chinese people, then

libetan Government-in-Exile must be allowed to retum and engage in

ro soh.e the issue of Tibet. Only then a true harmony between the people

no mxfter how many times the Chinese govemment talks about harmony

n just empty words.

.'n eround the wodd, evert one respects and honours him. But FIis Holiness

ust miss his homeland ver1, much. It rs the wish oi every Tibetan for His

ct and n€otiate vith Chinesc leadership in peace.

lroritics do not treat the'llbetans as hurnan beings, and deny us the right

cvcrr call for his return. It rvill cause !r great heartache for every Tibetan if
in cxiie because the bond between thc I ibetans and His Flo[ness is like a

'vill trrce the same tate as rhat of Ivlanchuria. f his is what tl.re Chinese

'r1 rhis historical opporturin', Tibetans in and outside Tibct rvho share a



common aspiration, must be able to to sacrifice their lives for jusricc ,rrr.

peoples.

The ctackdowns on artists and irtellectuals ate increaasing. Thc ltt:

publications because they know that these would clear people's minds rr,.

government propaganda has built.

I'm here today to express the pairl I feel inside due to the Chinese rulc. L

flor velT knowledgeable. But the pain inside me pushes me to speak oLl

Tihet.

The images you see in this video are tesdnomies to sufferings of the'l

rule. Generally, I write essays and books about the situation in Tibct. I

Tibetans [in Tibet] are illiterate, I chose to make this video appeal so thaL , .

can hear it.

Finally, the Tenth Panchen Lama said that'I sill never engage in a singlc :

harm the courageous and hard working peoplc of Tibet,' and that'Until ar,.

this impression of backwardness in the Tibet people, I will not closc

Drawing inprradon from our leaders such the Panchen Lama, we must hur ,

and to preserve our cultute and speak in pure -fibetan. We must not englrl.

These ate mv final appeals.

TranslaledJron Tibetar ltt llhathanj D. .f onan

r rhe Tibetan

. rll rypes of

, ., ,l of lies the

,, .,od speaker

I treedom in

Lhe Chinese

. rnajonty of

r J in the hills

, Iife that wiil

, rble to clear

. n in death.'

, united Trbet

,r petty rssues.


