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The SecreEary-ceneral has received the following hrritten statement,
whi,ch is circulated in accordance with Economic and social council
resolutsion 1295 (xLIv) .

[7 March 1997]

L. when reporting on the human rights sj,Euatj-on of prisoners in Tibe!, one
has to at the same Eime invesEigate lhe violatiorr of the freedom of opinion
and expression. Including those TibeEans placed under detsention in 1996,
there are as many as 1,018 political prisoners, many of whom have already
spent years of their life in cusEody and still today remain behind bars'
rrri" i" a tshrofold increase over the nurnlcer of poliLical prisoners reported
in 1994 and a sixfold increase over the number reported in 1991' The

majoriEy of these prisoners are monks and many of them are children under
the age of 18 -
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2. virtually all of these Tibetans were imprisoned, tortured or ki11ed for
peacefully exercising their righEs Eo speak freely and tso hold opinions,
including speaking or demonstraEing in support of the Tibetansi righb tso
self - determinaEion or in support of the Dalai Lama, printing or distributing
leaf1etss or posters, or speaking t.o foreigners.

3. China,s denial of freedom of opinion in TibeE has existsed since 1949,
but it has intensified since 1987 when Tibetans began publicly demonstrating
against Ctlinese occupation. Since April 1995, violat.ions have been further
reinforced under Ehe aegis of the national "SErike hard campaign,,. Withi.n
Tibet, the chinese authorities have focused on "splittist." individuals,
in an attempE to stifle the voices calling for independence and respect for
fundamental freedoms. Irnplementation of sub- campaigrrs, such as the
,,Patriotic re-educatj-on" campaig:n in Tibet has led to widespread arrests and
expulsions of monks and nuns who have refused Eo be "re-educaEed" along
ctrinese communisE 1ine6.

4. IrL L996, Ehe Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy recorded 204 v
known caaes of arrests of TibeEans for exercising their freedom of
expression and assembly. Arrests have result.ed from peaceful actions,
ranging from Etre possession of a picture of the Dalai Lama or the Tibetan
naEional flag, to saying "Free 'Iibet" to a non-violenE demonstration of just
a few minuEes' duration.

5. A11 of the cases represent a whole range of human rights violations -
arbitrary arrests, years of denial of due process, torture and i11-
treatment, and frequently the arbitrary extension of prison sentences for
the exercise of humarr righEs while in detentio!.

6. Offj.cials have act.ed with impunity j-n perpetrating a variety of inhurnan
torture methods against Tibetsan po1iEj-cal prisoners. In 1995 ej-ght reports
of TibeEans dying as a resulE of police torture and il1-t.reatment were
reporEed. Three of Ehese were deaths in custody.

International and national Iaw, and United Nations action

7. Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights est.ablishes
freedom of opinion and expressj-on as a fundamental human right. Article 19
of the Universal Declaration also protecEs tshe right t.o "receive and impart
informaEion ... regardless of frontiers,,. Article 20 eaEablishes the right
to freedom of peaceful assembly. These rj-ghts, among others in Ehe
universar Declaration, have become binding as customary i.nternational l-aw.

8. Moreover, china has acknowledged to the united Nations that it ad.heres
co the principlea set out in the Universal Declaration, ArticLe 35 of
Chi-na's Constitution also guarantees freedom of expression, publicati.on,
demonstraEion and assernbly,
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9, Year afEer year, United Nations human rights bodj"es have reported on
and criEicized the People,s Republic of Chila for its range of human rights
violations. In 1996, the Committee against Torture, rr,hile scruti-nizing
China's periodic report, concluded that nthe special environment which
exists in Tibet continues Eo create condibions Ehat have resulted in alleged
maltreatmenb and even death of persons held in polj-ce custody and in
prisons". Also the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture reports
that many persons detained for political reasons were convict.ed of offences
part.ly or who1Iy on the basis of ',confessions', that had been obtained
Ehrough the application of torture duritg i.nterrogat.ion.

Cases

10.A 28-year-oId Tibetan nun, Phunt.sog Nyidron, is currently the longest
serving known female political prisoner in Tibet. She has been in prison
since 14 OcEober 1989, when she peacefully 1ed a demonstraEion againsL the
Chinese occupation of Tibet. which lasted only a few minutes. According t.o
testimonies, phuntsog was kicked and beaten during Ehe arrest and later
given electric shocks, and suspended from the ceiling for at. least 15
mj-nutes. Her nine-year sentence was increased by eight years in 1993 when
she and other nuns sang pro - independence songs in Drapchi prison.

11,In August 1995, Yudrung, a young Tibetsan artist was detaiued in Gutsa
for 58 days and later found in a traumatized condition in a public toilet.
Yudrung was arrested in connection lrrith his portraits of Ehe Dalai Lama and
the Tibetan National Flag and, after being severely torEured j-n prison, is
presumed to have been released on 27 October, the same day he was found.

concLusion

13.We appreciaEe Ehe facE EhaE some mernbers of the Commission on Human
Rights have repeatedly taken up the human rights situation in Tibet at. its
previous sessions, The violatj.ons in Tibet have however not decreased. On
the contrary, evidence shows a strong increase in human rights violations in
the last years. The Transnational Radical Party cafls upon all the members
of the Cormission on Human Rights Eo increase their efforts to end the
critical si-tuatiou in TibeE. China should be made accountable for its
repeaEed failure to end poLicies which have deprived the Tibetan people of
their human righEs and fundamenEal freedoms. A first step would be for the
conmission on Human RighEs to adopt a strong resoluEion on china at Ehis
session.

12. Kalsang Thutop, a 49-year-o1d monk, died on 5 July 1996. I{e was serving
an 18-year sentence for his involvement in the 1989 Lhasa demonstratj-ons .

The day he died he had been interrogated for two hours in Drapchi prison.
I,l?ren relurnj-ng from this interrogation he lras no longer able to speak.
During his burial, clear signs of severe torture rr'ere reportedly observed.


