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Here is Lhe second part

(c) For Lhe purpose of this paragraph Lhe term forced or compulsory
labour shall not include, (i) Any work or service, not referred
to in subparagraph (b), normally required of a person who is under
detention in consequence of a lawful order of a court, or of a
person during condiLional rel"ease from such det.ention ( Emphasis
added )
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Iabour of prisoners is thus permitted under the ICCPR only
t.h* prisoner is dej:ained as a result of a IawfuI court

The same is true under the Forced Labour Convention (No. 29),
Article 2 defines fc..rrced or compulsory labour Lo mean any labour
exacted under threat of a penalLy and which is noE voluntar y 

"ArLicIe 2, paragraph 2(c) provides an excepLion for work exacled
from any person as a consequence of a conviction in a court. of
law. Because prisoners in re-education through labour camps have
not been convicled in a court. of laur, their forced labour violates
Lhe Forced Labour convention" In addiLion, such prisoners are
untried prisoners under the Minimum Ru1es (paragraph 89) and may
not be required to work.

As noted above, pris,rners subject to sentences of re-education
through labour have not been granted the right and opportunity to
a fa.ir and imparLi"el hearing before a judicial authority before
being sentenced. Any Iabour required of them consequently
constiLute6 for-ced or compul.sory labour in violation of the ICCPR,
ttre Forced Labour Convention and the l'linimum Rules.

t^lhiIe the detention in any manner of persons for their political
views violates inLernational law ( e.g, UDHR, Articles 1a-X.9;
ICCPR, Articles 18*19), the imposition of forced labour on such
political prisoners in both re-educatior Lhrough labour and reform
through labour camps also violates Lhe AboIiLion of Forced Labour
convention (No.rOs). ArLicIe 1 of Lhal ConvenLion prohibits the
use of forced labour as a means of political coercion or educaLion
or as a punishment ior holding or expressing political views or
views ideologically opposed to Lhe established political , social or
ec,r n,:m i c system .

F,:od

Paragraph 20 (1) of the l'linimum Rules requires Lhat prisoners bo
provided with food of nutritional value adequate for health an,J
sLrensth. The descripLion of food provided to prisoners irr SangyiP
(two meals per day of ! or 2 buns and a bowl of soutr or stew) does
nol appear to meet this requiremenL' In par l-icular, prisoners
forced to work for eight or more hours a dav (there are reporLs of
prisoners being furced Lo w.,r k as much as 20 hours on some days)
need more f o,-,d than more sedentar.y prisoners.

Medical i.ar e





The Minimum Rules, at paragraphs 2?-26 and 62 require that
prisoners be provided adequate medical^ care when needed, wiLhouL
charge. ( See also Body of Principles, paragraphs 24-26 ). This
includes having a competent medical officer available, necessary
access Lo specialists and hospiLals, and regular- records of
medical examinatiorrs. Such medical care does not appear Lo be
available l:o trrisoners i,rr Tibet, as the re are numerous repr:,t-L.:l of
prisoners suffering, and in 6ome cases dying during inrpr isonrnent or
jusL a1'Ley rel6ase, because of inadequat-e mr:,:licaJ. care" Indeed, the
refusal Lo provide medical ,,-.:r t., rtten af t.er inf Ii.ction of beatings
or other torture, .1Fp.r/iir to be an additional rneLlrod of punishing
l:-",1.f se-'nsvs, .,sp,:cial.Iy those de,tained on political charges.

FurLhernrore , forced labc,ur, including heavy physical Iabour such as
farming, Iumber ing or working in indusLrial facilities, increases
the likeli.hood of prisr,rner injuries, Services must be in place to
treat such injurie$. In addition, reports of prisoners forced to
continue work despite injuries implicates Lhe rreed for a medical
officer who wiIl" ensure that injured pr isoners are not forced to
continue wor king rnrhen theil in juries slrould l)revent iL. ( l'4inirrrum
RuLes , paragraphs 24-25)

Finally, the Minirnum Rule:. ( paragraph 74) also require that safety
arrd health rules that apply Lo Free w,rrkrren sha.L1 also apply to
workir,g prisoners, arrd Lhat p;-isoners be indemnified against
indusLrial injur y t-o Lhe same extent- as f rec r,.:orkmen.

Accommodation

The Minimum RuIes ( paragla;hs 9-14) require tlrat prisoners t,e
provided ,-l ean and safe accommodations with adequate heat, light,
ventil.:ri-ion, air arrd floor space. In labour carTrps, prisoners are
typically housed in Iarge grour-,:, in open ce11 blocks, usuaLly
sleeping on maLs on the floor. Overcro!,Jdirrg is common ancl heat
is of [,-'n not provided, a particular prob]em in TibeLs climate,
Venl ilalion and san j.tary ,-orrditions i:re also often inaclequal:.,.

Paragi;rph 76 of the Minirnum Rul*ii rL?quir {)s equiLable remurreraLion
for prisoners wor k. This i;rr-'Iudes allowing prisoners to send parl-
c,f their ear ni ngs t<, i hei.r l-ami l ies and establi.shing a system for
savings sel- aside for Lttr: time of a Prisoners release, It is
rrrrclear whether sucir remuncraLiotr exists in Tibetan Labout camPs.

Remunerat i<.rn

Corltact w.i Lh Lhe ouLside wor Id

The Mi.rii.rrrum Rules ( Par.:gr aPh 37) at'rC the Bcr:ly of Principles
(Paragraph 19) rt,r1ui.re lhat- prisoners shall be allowed regular
corrt.act wiLh farnilr and fri.vnds through cor I- esPo rrdenc.:: .rnd visits.
Tibetan prisonet s do rrot appear to be allowed :Lrch contact on .:ty
regu.Iar basis, In $ome casest rJetainees ar.: lreld incommunicado
for exLended pet -i o,-1s. In ad<.lil-ion, families of cc,nvicted
prisoner s of t r"n have gt-e.rl- cjif f iculty visiLing ,>r corresPonding
uritlr pr'isorrers, one example is l'lgauiang Choephel , who was held
incorrrrrrunicado for ovet- cr yea' before being sentenced iii December
1996. His moLher has aPPealed both Lrefore and afLcr his senLenciir.,





to Chinr se authorities ( through tli.:ir New D.:Ihi Eirri:a::sy ) t.o be
allohled t-o visit hirn l;r.rf- lsu so far rroL beerr granted permission.
There has hr"an lrr, communic ation 1"rom Ngawang Choephel

Forced Educat i on

The daily routirrc i n labour- {-irirps in Ti.bet of Len irrcludes a period
of forced ,:,i-udy of rc'education mati,,riaIs, Such forced sl-udy
violates, internr,rt-ionaI lau Tlre Basic Princi.ples ( par'"tgr ,rph 5)
provide: "!:{cept for those linritations that arc. demonstrably
necessit.aLet-l by the facL of i nca r' ,, .: r' .r t i o rr , aIl pr is.,-,,ners shal 1

retain the human riglrL:: ar d fundamental freedonrs set ouL irr 1-lre
Universal Dec1ar,,l'icn of Human Rigl-rLs. Art j,:. les 18 and 19 of Lhe
UDHR guaranLee f r.ee,Jorrr of thought , cr.:nscience and religion, arrd
freedom of uPiriion and t,xpr ession, "

Forcirrg prisoners Lo study arrd ec iL- gov,i rLrenL piopali:rrrd.r
violates these rights. lJe ,:,;r Ll,it'rli of ro il.,ri,rnstrable pt,i es:.ii-y
that would jLr'-tify L.i ni.Latiotrs oir Llrr'5e righLs in pr ir',-,n, -l'c; ;11,'
corrt-r.ir) , th" fa,: L ,;'l itrcarceral icn ilv(,t-s virtually any
jusli I-i,-al j.,:n (such as i. nr..,,,L.rir', pu[:Iic order ) tlraL nrighL
oi-he rwii;e conceiva!.,1 y I inri i tlrese r j.ghLs .

Freedorr I l u1iri.-r,

In Tii,,,,L, p..i, iicular aLLelrl-iorr rrrusi- be paj,l to Lhe ,i.glrL Li.r f '.:rlqrtn
,rf religir-.,rr " Irr;re",,,,ingIy ref,,essive I"esl-r icLirnaj i:,r l. lr. 1:r,,icLi,-'e
of TibeLan Bu,ldhism ..,,.e being i,uL ii,i.,; i-li,::, in TiL,.;t .l-le ,rIIy,
P,-,Litic. j Prisone ) - itt Tilr,-i ,tr 'l .rl,,ou, ucrtti!),:i i ir!Itl,l,. rrl,rlrl :, .tnd nuns
ulio ltave L:orr'rrniLL{,r' I | , r-i rra ,,f ui'L.r rilrg l.o denoLr irce their leader,
H jr,. l-l,rIirri:.:., l. lr, nai.r; L,iii.,,. Thus, we expect thaL in the Iabour
( lirlrs, r , I r i<" i i -,111 on rel igious worshiP are even more seve'r r, "

l'loreover , .rInrosL all Tibetans who are noL morrks or nuns nonelhi Lc-s
practj.,:r: Tibetan Buddhism and rnay wish to pr;LLice their religion
in pr ison.

The UDHR (A)"tic1e 1C) gu.rranlees fi eedom of religious belief,
Le",i: lriirir, practice, wo, rhip and observance, The Basic frinciples
(i,",r.,gi aphs 2-3) prohibi.t discriminat-i.on on lhe ground$ of
religion and require respect lor religious beliefs of prisoners,
The Minimum Rules ( traragraphs 6, 4r-42) also require tha!
pr.isoners be allowed to practice their religion, alone or in
gr oups, and to have acce$s to a qualified religious
representative.

Conclusion

Arbitrary detention of Tibetans is common as China continues to
repre$s all forms of opPosition to its rule in Tibet. The abuses
in Tibet includes disappearances, torture and inhumane treatment
of Tibotan political prisoners in detention cenLres, Pri.sons and
Iabour camps, and torLure resulting in death.

The l^lorking Group should therefore investigaLe closely the
treatment of Tibetans during detention and imprisonment. In
particular, we call upon Lhe tlorking GrouP Lo insist uPon visiting
prisoners wlro have been held incommunicado for extended Periods,
including Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his Parents, Chadrel Rinpoche,
and Ngawang Choephel.





The sysLem of )'e-educatj.on through labour, to which many Tibetan
political prisoners are sentenced, also violates human righLs laws.
tle therefore call upon the l^lorking croup to Lake the opportunity of
its visit to China to impress upon Chinese auLhorities Lhe need Lo
detain and punish persons onLy in accordance with minimum
requirements of due process and a fair and public trial .

Moreover, reports of conditions withirr the re-education and reform
Lhrough camps, including reporLs of torture and inhumane Lreatment
and of lrarsh conditions exacerbaLed by the practice of forced
Iabour, Harrant special examination of these camps by Lhe tlorking
Group "

Finally, we appeal to the Working Group to earnestly ensure lhat in
iLs firsL official Mission accepted by Lhe Chinese authorities, a
visit Lo Tibet be underLaken so that the Mission benefits a more
comprehensive understanding of the siluation as iL exists today.
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Tibet Bureau for UN Affairs
rue de lAncien Port 13
1201 Ge neva
SUITZERLAND

TeI: A22 73A 794A
Fax: 422 734 7947
E-mail: tibet0bluewin.ch

Enclosures:

1. Profile of Tibelan Political Prisoners - Selected Cases
2. Prison Code of ConducL of Peoples Republic of China (EngIish
translalion of Chinese Document in Tibetan), 29 December, 1994
3. Partial List of Tibetan PoIiticaI Prisoners, released by
Tibetan centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Dharamsala, India

4. Partial List of Arrest in Tibet in 1996, released by Tibetan
cenLre for Human Rights and Democracy

5. "Seeing is Believing": Says GFA vice-president, Xinhua, 30
August , 7997

6. press Statement from Dr, AnLie Vollmer, vice-President of the
German Federal Assembly, 3 SePtembeY , !997

7. German human rights delegation to Tibet decries concealment,
AFP, 9 Seplember, L997

8. Terror behind Lhe Bamboo CurLain, The Times-London, Patrick
French, 28 September , 1997

9, china grants release to Tibetan Prisoners: A Token Gesture,
Press SLatement by Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy,
Dharamsala, India, 17 S€ptembeY, t997

10. Chadrel Rinpoche on Hunger Strike, NeHs ReLease by Human
Rishts in China, New York, 10 SeptenbeY, !997

1! - Human Rights Update Issues bv Tibetan Centre for Human RighLs
and Democr acy





L2. Profile - Tanak Jigme Sangpo, Tibets Longest Imprisoned
Political Prisoner

13. Prof i.le - Ngawang
Political Pr isoner

Sangdol , Tibels Longest Imprisoned Female

14. 2OO Monks and Nuns jailed
9 Seplember, !997

J.n Tibet, South China Morning Post,

Tashi deless,

Ngawang C, Dr a kmar gyapon





Date; Fri, 26 Sep L997 16tA7t 50 +O2OO
From: Tibet Bureau ( vi kr am I tibet0bluewi n, ch )
Reply-To r vi kram I tibet0blueulin.ch
To: "Sec. Tempa Tsering" (diir€dsala.tibet.net)
Subject: Briefing Paper to UN (Part II)
Status:

Heres is the second part:

Furthermore, forced labour, including heavy physical labour such as
farming, lumbering or working in industrial faciliLies, increases
the likelihood of prisoner injuries. Services must be in place to
lreat such injuries, Irr addition, reports of prisoners forced to
continue work despite in juries implicates the nec,,l ,:o. , pedir,,'r I
of f icer who will ensLrre that in jured pr i*c,irr i 3 are not for -, ,;i to
continue working when their i rr jr.rries 6houlri prevent it' ( l'liIri,rrrrfi'r
RuIes, paragT'&plr,:, 24-25)

FinaIIy, I lr,' '4inimum Rr;1, ; ( paragrnpl, :'.1 ) ..I 'o r ,rquir,-, '.i -- sa[et;
and ir. -rlth rulea f-hal ,r1 ,rly Lr- ir ee u,or kmen ;hai-l. -Iso ...r.rp r >

wor I ing pr i::c l, , ,-. , .,i,,J that pr'i--i.ers be :nclemnif ied againsL
irrrir,r , t,r-iaI injury L.-, ,:,., sam- ext ,i a,., free workmen.

The Mininruru Rules ( par'agraphs 9*14) require that pr isoners be
l,rovided clean and safe accommodations with adequate heat, lisht,
.rerrtilation, air and floor space. In labour- camps, prisoners are
LypicaIIy hor.rec,d in large groups in open cell blocks, usually
sleeping on mdts on the floor " Overcrowding is common and heat
is often rrot provided, a particular problem in Tibets climate.
Verrtilalion and sanitary conditions are also often irradequate"

RemuneraLion

Paragraph 76 of Lhe Mirrimum Rules requires equitable remuner ation
fol prisoners w,rrk. This includes allowing prisoners to send parL
of their earnings to ttreir families and establishing a system for
savings set aside for the time of a prisoners re.Iease. It is
unclear wlrether such remuneration exists in Tibetan ]abour camps.

ContacL with the ouLside world

The Minimum RuIes ( paragraph 37 ) and the Body of Principles
( Paragraph 19) require that prisoners shall be allowed regular
contact r^rith family and friends through correspondence and visits,
Tibetan prisoners do not appear to be allowed such contact on any
regular basis. In some cases, delainees are held incommunicado
for extended periods. Irr addition, families of convicted
prisoners often havv great difficulty visiting or corresponding
wiLh prisoners. One example is Ngawang Choephel, who was held
incommunicado for over- a year before being sentenced in December
!996. His molher has appealed both before and after his senLencing
to Chinese authorities ( throush their New DeIhi Embassy) to be
allowed to visit him but has so far not been granted permission'
There has been no communi.caLion from Nga{ang Choephel '

:.--9-



Forced Educat i o n

The daily routine in labour camps in Tibet often includes a period
of forced study of re*education materials. Such forced sLudy
violates international law, The Basic Principles ( paragraph 5)
provide: "Except for those Iimitations that are demonstrably
necessitated by the fact of incarceration, aIl prisoners shalL
retain the human rights and fundamental freedoms sel out in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Articles 18 and 19 of Lhe
UDHR guarantee freedom of thought, conscience and religion, and
freedom of opinion and expression " "

Forcing prisoners to study and recite government propaganda
violates these rights, l^,e can think of no demonstrable necessity
that would justify limitations on these rights in Prison. To the
contrary , the fact of i ncarceration moots vit- tual ly any
justification (such as to maintain public order ) thaL might
otherwise conceivably limit these rights.

Freedom of reI igion

In Tibet, particuLar aLtention must be paid to the right to freedom
of religion. Increasingly repressive restrictions on the
practice of TiboLan Buddhism are being put into place in Tibet
generally. Political prisoners in Tibetan labour camps include
monks and nuns who have committed the crime of refusing to
denounce their spiritual leader, the Da]ai Lama, Thus, we expect
that in the labour camps, restriclions on religious worship are
even mor6 severe. Moreover, al.most aII Tibetans who are not monks
or nuns noneLheless practice Tibetan Buddhism and may wish to
praclice their religion in prison.

The UDHR (ArticIe 18) guaranlees freedom of religious belief,
Leaching, practice, worship and observance. The Basic Principles
( paragraphs 2-3) prohibit discrimination on the grounds of
religion and require respect for religious beliefs of prisoners.
The Minimum RuIes ( paragraphs 6, 4t-42) also require thatprisoners be allowed to practice their religion, alone or ingroups, and to have access to a qualified relisious
representative.

Conclusion

Arbitrary detention of TibeLans is common as China conLinues to
repress aII forms of dissent, including what it perceives as
dissent exhibited through the practice of Tibetan Buddhism. The
t^lorking Group has already acknowledged this. The abuse of
Tibetans human rights, however, also includes disappearances,
Lorture and inhumane treatment of Tibetan political prisoners in
delention centres, prisons and labour camps, and torture resulting
in death. The l,Jorking croup should thorefore investigate closely
lhe treatment of Tibetans during detention and imprisonment, InparLicular, we call upon the Norking Group Lo insis! upon visiting
prisoners who have been held incommunicado for extended periods,
including Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his parents, ChadreJ. Rinpoche,
and Ngawang Choephel .

The system of re-education through labour, to which many Tibetan
poliLical prisoners are sentenced, also violates human rights laws"



[,,e lherefore caII upon Lhe t^lorking Group to take the opportunity
of its visit to China to impress upon Chinese authorities the need
to detain and punish persons only in accordance with minimum
roquirements of due process and a fair and public trial,
I.,loreover, reports of conditions wi.thin the re-education and reform
through camps, including reports of torture and inhumane treatment
and of harsh conditions exacerbated by the practice of forced
labour, u,,arrant special examination of these camps by the Norking
Gr oup .
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