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Please find encloseC herewith the Brleflng Paper from our slde whlch I
submitted thi-s mornj-ng durj-ng a meetl-ng with Mr. Isaac Bitter,
Secretary, UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. The orginal draft
of this Paper was prepared by Dennis Cusack (ICLT). I edited the Paper
a bit wlth sorne additional points and added the encl-osures.

During my meeLing with Mr. Bitter he made the followlng issues cJ-ear:

1. The Working Group has requested to visit Tibet and if allcwed will
..visit a Prison, most probably Drapchj-. From their ij- days tr:p whj-ch
.. begins on 6 October, he felt at maximrrm tney could cievote only 48 hours

i:-. T;bet (if peatr.ltted to visrt). Sc far the WG has nct received the
c,kav f rom Be j.J ing or-i I j-bet. But by Friday I am sure Mr. Bitter will-
have the information. We are trying to get the detailed programme :f
the Missi-on.

2. The WG Missic: wil} not study priscn ccnditicrr .:s its nct r,h?ir
randate and will" study the issue ;i human righ:; of detai::;e: frcn Lhe
legal of point of rri ew. Lhe resulr oi rne IriG Mi ssion wiII be reporced
:: i' :, 51r-h UN C-::-;iss:on :'- Il::man Rights.

Mr. Bltter supp.,rted our vievrs that the WG should raise questions

trt.-+

1

Lhe status c,f Tibetan political prlsoners (more than 50) whose cietentic,tr
it had declded were "arbitrary" ir: 1993 and 1995. The WG will also ask
ior mee-uing with some pol-itical prisoners. Mr. Bitter mentioned that
the WG had received requests and appeals on Gedhun Choekyi Nyima,
Chadrel Rinpoche and Ngawang Choephel from many sources.

4- M::. Bitter cautloned me that due to the nature of Visit (controlled
and Cifficult circumstances), we should not expect much from the
Missj-on. He said that the main issue was that a "dailogue" is
maintaineC with the Chinese auth:rities.

He was informed about the developments of Dr. vollmerrs visit to Drapchi
Pri son .

Tashi delegs,

Ngawang C. DrakmargYaPon
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ARBITRARY DETENTION, PRISONS AND LABOUR CAMPS IN TIBET

Introduction

Tibet Bureau for UN Affairs (on behalf of the Tibetan Government in
Ex11e) wishes to bring to the Working Group's attention, in connection
with its proposed visit to China and Tibet, issues relatinq to the
arbitrary detention of Tibetans and China's system of labour camps in
Tibet. The detention of Tibetans for the peaceful exercise of their
right to freedom of speech and opinion is common and has already been
acknowledged by thls. Working Group through its decisj-ons of 1993 and
1995. The issues, though, go beyond arbitrary detentj-on to include
disappearances, torture and inhumane treatment of detainees, and
arbitrary executj-ons.

Tibetans sentenced to terms of detention are usually assigned to one of
two tlrpes of .labour camps: (I-) reform through l-abour or laogai, which is
the form of impri-sonment for most prisoners sentenced by a court; and
(2) re-education through labour or laojiao, which is a system of
administrative detention carried out without court participation. This
paper: will discuss briefly the scope of arbitrary detention in Tibet,
incJ.uding the treatment of detainees, and wil-1 then ciiscuss the
international 1aw violations inherent in the system of re-education
through labour. It will also point out i\e internar-ional 1ar'.' issues
raiseci by iiving coiioitj.ons anci the use of forced labour witirin both the
ref orrn through 1aL'our and re-education through labour camps, with
particular reference tc Tibet. We hope that this discussion ,ril1 aid
the Working Group in carrying out a thorough anci productive visit co
ihina and 'l''i bet .

Tj.bet, t.he rcof of the worId, lies ai the centre of Asia bordering
Indrar r\epal, Bhutan ano Burma in the southi China in the east; and
Eastern Turkestan ::.1 Mcngolia in '-he no;:th. The ea::th's highest
niouncains, a vast: ario piateau anci qreat river vai-t=ys ii.o(e up che
physica.l. homel=r'.1 -of the six rnillron 'f ibettans. After j-nvadino Tibef rn
i,94r-'JC, 11.i, lliinese authorlties have iioi, occui::ed T:be'" for the past 47

vears.

WI.... "e l.;Letans ;efei to Tibet, we reier '-- the wlioLe ;oun*ury, that is,
three nrorrinees or U-Isang, Kham and Amdo. After occupation, China
subdivrdel Tibet ini:o eight TrbeLan "a'':t-c:: -ous" regl li, p:'fe:r-ures anC
districts in order to r,.i:eak up tiie couliEry and faciiitate coi,;ro1 over
rts populatlon. One unit colnDrlses rlost of F-mdo provinee, and has been
re-namei Q-lirqha;-. Six a:e annexed ' - '-l.e Chinese pic -r.ces of G.r-:su,
Sichuan anci Yurrriori, It is only tfre last, culrio!iSino of U-Tsang urov.i-nce
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region of Tibet.
the situation in
Tibetan people.

this paper, the term
entire country as it

"Tibei" i"',-,="4 to describe
is known and recognised bv the

fn
the

According to its own research, the Tibetan Government j-n ExiIe has
ccncluded that between 1949 and 1979, 1.2 million Tibetans lost their
.l-ives as a direct result of Chinese occupation and brutal repression.
From this figure, 92,131 died as a result of torture; 155,758 to summary
executionsi anCi 173,221 Lost their lives in prisons and labour camps.

Arbitrary Detention In Tibet

Today, hundreds of Tibetans are in priaon for peacefully exercising
their rights to speak freely and to hold opinions, including speaking or
demonstrating in support of Tibetan j-ndependence or in support of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama, printing or distributing
leaflets or posters, monitoring human rights abuses, or communicating to
foreigners. Despite international condemnation, China openly continues
to deny Tibetans the freedom to express and hold opinions,

Article 19 of the Universal Dec.l-aration of Human Rlghts (UDHR)
establishes freedom of opinion and expression as a fundamental human
right. It also protects the right lo receive and impart information ...

regarrCless of frontiers. Article 20 establishes the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly. Article 35 of China's Constitution also guarantees
the freedom of expression, publication, ciemonstration anci assembty.

China's deniaf of freedom of speech and opinion in Tibet has existed
since 1949, but has intensified since 1987 when Tibetans once again
began publicly demonstrating against the Chinese occupation' In 1991,
more than 100 Tibetans were known to be in prison for freely exercising
their rights to freedom of expression and opinion. Tn August 1991, the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities passed Reso.Iution L991/LO, noting its concern at continued
reports of violations of fundamental human rights and freedoms which
threaten the distlnct cultural, religious and national identity of the
Tibetan people and requesting the Secretary General to report to the
Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Tibet IE/CN.4/\992/3'7J .

In the year folJ-owing the Sub-Cornmission's resolution, arrests and
torture of peaceful demonstrators increased rather than dec:eased. Tr
1993, for example there were aLmosc 300 documented alrests of Tibetans
for exnressino or holding dissrdent opinions.

China reported that they arrested twice as many Tibetans in 1994 as in

Printed for of Infomation and International Relation <... 3

A ief a toUNWorki itr etention . txt

1993 fcr ::u::t:::-revolutlot-.a:y activr',ies. Monks and nuns acc.unteC for
Blet c'L chose a--:s;ed. By the end of 1994, according to -1^rnnesLy
International, there were at least 628 Tibetan political prisoners in
plison because of thelr political bellefs, includ:ng 182 women and 45
chilciren. This is a six-fold increase over the number of poli-tical
priscners reported in 1991. According to Tibet Information Network,
among documented cases sj-nce 1989 are 7l Tibetan chifdren under the age
of 18 who were detarned for peacefully expressino their opinions.



In October 1994, Lhis Working Group determined that China had violated
the rights to freedom of expression and opinion of 39 Tjbetans, mostly
monks and nuns, in contravent-ron of Articles 19 and 20 cf the Universal
Deciaration of Human Ri-ghts.,.. rne right of the person concerned to
freedom of opinion and expression has not been resFected. The Working
Group made the same ruling as to 18 additional Tibetan prisoners in
1995.

In 1994, China formally outlawed even the display of photographs of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama. Since May 1995, when His Holiness the Dalai
Lama recognised Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as the Eleventh Panchen Lama, China
has detained Chadrel Rinpoche, the abbot of Tashi Lhunpo monast.ery, and
as many as 50 other monks and laypersons, for communicating with His
Holiness the Da1ai f,ama, or for opposing China's choice for the Panchen
Lama. Chadrel Rinpoche was sentenced in April 1997 to 6 years in prison
for having communicated with His Holiness the DaLai Lama regarding the
search for the rei-ncarnati-on of the Tenth Panchen Lama. Two other
Tibetans, Jampa Chung and Samdup, were sentenced to 4 and 2 years,
respecti-re1y, apparently for assisting Chadrel Rinpoche.

Arbitrary arrest and detention of Tibetans continued in 1996. Eor
example, Sholpa Dawa, a Tlbetan tailor, and Topgyal, a Tibetan
businessman, were sentenced to 9 and 5 years, respectively, for
gathering and releasing a list of Tibetan political prisoners.
Arbitrary cietentions cuLminated in 1996 with the sentencing in December
of Ngawang Choephel, a 34 year-old Tibetan musicologist, to 18 years in
prison. Ngawang Choephel was arrested while recording and videotaping
traditionai Tibetan music and dance.

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy based in India
documented 204 arrests in 1996 for political reasons. On 3 June 1997,
Xizang Rj,bao, the official newspaper in "TAR" said that 47 cases in 1996
involved "endangerj-ng state security", the new phrase preferred by the
Chinese ar:thorities for offences formerly described as
" counter-rer.rolut ionary" . These 47 cases involved 98 Tibetans, said the
newspaper, the first indication of the number of political arrests iii
the region during the year.
The tibelan Centre ior Humau Rights and ie:.',c;lacy ln its repoii:
"Tibet-one More Year or Poiitical Repression" released in Eebruary 1997,
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china a.l-so iimics freedom or opiiii-li and expression chrough non-juciicial
me?ns, lncluding leighbourhood committees an'l work units' These iocal
acimin j- strat ive sl-ruci-l- js aie used to monito' opj-nions, tc warr' Tibetarrs
rrut to demonsLrate or to displav posLers cailing for libetan
rnder:,endence, .t tc impose sincti-ors out-cide the judicral systern f^r
cpinions anC speech cn Tibetan independence. ,rcrk units estal,;-isl:ed ;n
mtnasteries ani n,tnheries in recent \/ears have been use{l to monitor
a;.-j-ritiescnT._betanirdependenc?.1i1.1t-hi-heresultthath,:nl-.:j=of
mefiks an.j nuits riave been experied and o1-iie,J :,mprisoneci [)ecause oi- t,,e-ir:
nninianq



Di sappeardllces

Iire cir s api- -.:-r:ed are people who ha.,-= beer-, cakeri j.i^"o custody by aqer,ts
.^rf the siafe, yet whose whereannuts and fate are coneeal-ed, anci whose
^.--L--r-- : - -1. -: ^..r r-L^-+r -- a13J ir-1,-;ies -u. . : -., - I .:: - : ---.
disappeora.,ce of ,ibecans, ari ooruiu--oi v! 6,v-itic-- .r.ssicienus, by
!'rbl rc se.'ilr1l-:-' torces. In nrlmerous cases, Tibetans have he .on arrested
aL (or taken from) liome without war-":ri'- and taken -nto police custody
without the famrly of the detarned person being informed of his or her
whereabout s .

Disappearance encompasses a num.ber of human rights standards regarding
arbitrary arrest and detention, denial of due process and, often,
i-Il-treatment and torture. Rule No. 37 of the United Nations Standard
(Minimum Rules) for the Treatment of Prisoners states: "Prisoners shalI
be allowed under necessary supervision to corrLnunicate with their family
and reputable friends at regular intervals, both by correspondence and
by receiving vrsits. "

Disappearance is not, however, just a combination of other human rights
abuses. It is set apart by the chilling characteristlc of completely
cuttinq a person off from the outside world and its protective
mechan i sms .

Not onflr are the loved ones of the person subjected to the agonising
uncertainty of not knowing the whereabouts of the individual, or even
whether the person is aij-ve, but the individual is also put through the
mental torment of isolation and helplessness. The State, by simply
denying any knowledge of the peison, can act with impunity.

China's 1ega1 system has contributed to the conditions in which
disappearances are able to occur in Tibet by allowing for prolonged
"shelter" and "investioation" and adminlstrative cietention without
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trial. Despite the conclusion by the united Nations working Group on

Disappearances that States are under an obligation to take effective
legisiative, administrative, 3udicial or other measures to prevent and

teiminate acts of enforced disappearance, the unwillingness of China to
respond to cases where disappearances have been exposed has been
apparent in 1996 .

Eight year-old Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his parents have been missing
siice ilay 1995. By the end of May, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima' his father
Kunchok Fhuntsok, and his mother Dechen Choedon, disappeared and were

reported to have been taken to Beijing and put under house -arrest '
Elist China, in lts response to the UN l{orking Group on Enforced or
lnvoluntary Disappearan-ces, denied that the boy or hi's parents haci

disappearei. Nevertheless, in May 1996, over a year after the
;i;;;;.;;..ce of Gechun ChoekyJ- l{y:n: and his parents' China admitted to
both the Working Group and cne UN- Committee on the Rights of the Child
thatGedhunctrcetyiNyirnahasbeenputunder''protection''attherequest
of ni" parents. tft. iommittee requested that China allow a UN

a"pra="'"l"tive to visit the family anrl nrovide reassul:ance" srufar



there has
revea led
-'-ungest

been no public response to the
his o:: his parent's wlereabouts.
ool iti ^al r:tsoner.

request .. r-.

i octay he

Cira,rr,:-. Rirr6-,oche, head ot Ch inese-app<-,inted Search Conmittee for the
reincarnation of the Teath Panchen Lana, Cisappeared on 1? May J.995
after rris arresL in Chengdu. In an official respcnse Ec this Working
Group, China stated that Chadl:eI Rinpoche was under medical care. In
April 1,997, however, China announced that it had sentenced Chadrel
Rinpoche to 6 years prison term for passing state secrets.

Dhamchoe Gyatso (27), Jigme Tendar (29), Dhamchoe Kalden i31) and
Phuntsok l25l of Nga-rig Kye-tsel-Ling school (English transfation:
Flourishing Garden of Five Knowledge) at Kumbum Monastery in Amdo have
been accused of publishing a literary magazine which has now been
label-1ed as coun ter-r:evolut ionary and banned. The monks disappeared
after their arrest in March 1996 (along with 21 other monks who were
.later released) and their whereabouts remain unknown.

Jangchub Gyaltsen (31), a tailor at Sera Monastery was arrested in
April-May 1995; Lungtok (21), a monk of Rongbo Monastery in Amdo was
arrested in July 20, 1995; Lobsang Namgyal, a former monk of Nechung
Monastery, was arrested in February 1995 and Ngawang Thonglam, a fomer
monk of Gaden Monastery, was arrested in February 1995. All arrests
were for politicaf reasons and the whereabouts cf these politicaf
prisoners remain unknown.

Dawa (6C), Kelsang
and Dakpa Wangden,

Tsewang, Lhakpa Tsamchoe, Pema Choedon, Migmar Do1ma
all residents of Lhasa r"/e re arrested thi.s year
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according to VOA' s
whereabouts xemain
was released after

Tibetan Service broadcast of 27 August. Their
unknown although one report said that Lhakpa Tsamchoe
three days detention.

In October 1996, over 15 months after Ngawang Choephel was taken into
detention, China finally admitted that he was being held' Today he is
serving an l-8-year prison sentence. His whereabouts j-s sti11 unknown.
When his case was raised by German parl iamentarians during a visit to
Lhasa in early September this year, Chinese officials even refused tc
acknowledge his detention.

The UN Working GrouP on Enforced
already expressed its concern on
cases in Tibet ( E,/CN . 4 / 199'l / 34) .

or InvoluntarY
the increasing

Disappearances has
number of disaPPearance

Torture

Article].oftheUNConventionAgainstTortureandotherCruel,Tnhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishient (CAT)' to which China is a S1-ate

p"ttyi-""tfJr= "ry kind of torture' Nonetheless' in i990' the UN

iornn'lit"" Against Torture noted that it had received credik'Le

al-legatiori: -': u pu,li"lunt ft"":''ce of lorture in Tibet ' The Commj-ttee

'aIso made suecial note of China's failure to address alleqations of



torture 1n Fibet. In. !993 and again in 1-096, r-he rJlFltffitt€ e Aga 115t--
Torture askeci China tc set up a genuinely inciependent judicj"ary and tc
change its laws to ban af1 forms of torture. Despite rhis, China's
Crimlnal Law cn11,, spec j-f icaIly p:::hi-bits certal:l k1:-.is :f tortuie.

The use of '|-orture is in fact colrmon in all prisons in Tibet. Methocls
cf to.rture -uclude: inf 1i-cl:l-ng shocks w;.:h e-e:'-ric batcr:si beai:-ng witii
iron bars, ri-f ie buccs arro nail-stucicied sticks; branding with red-hot
shcvels,' pcuring boiling water cver lr:isoners; hanging prisoners
upsi-de-dcwn or br' Lhe lhurnbs frcm the ceiling; shackling; kicking wicir
bootsi setting ferocious dogs onto prisoners; exposure to extreme
tempe:at.:::es; deprivaticn :f sleer:, food and water,' prolcngel strenuor-ts
exercl-sei lolg periods of solitary conf iitement; sexual vioience,' taunts
and threats of torture and <leath.

Specrf-ic reports of torture in liber, mostlv from former prisotlers who
have been released anC hlye fled Tibet, ccntinue ,tiabated. In cases
;:*.::-=d through 1991, there w.,le 208 cases of seri.,u.i o,hys-c-i
mal-treatmens 6rrt of I276 cases -qtuotedr or mo!'.5 than 16$ of all-
pr:r: -;ers. I:; I 996 alone, :l'tet:? ii€re nore than 2C c:se: of tcrture
documenred clrougir eyewitness accounts, nor includii-rg cases vi Lvrt-r.lr€
-esuI:ing j,.: .le?f h. l: f a.f , +L6 i-rt,-t-e aDpe?:-s to be becomi ng nore
Jere.Le, ;;:Lli .:r; ii.:ieasing lumber of prisoners who are unable '-o stand
up fully on their own after release.
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In 1996, the UN Special Rapporteur for Torture and other cruel, Inhuman
or DegradinE Treatment or Punishment made note of continuing reports of
tortur6 of Tibetan politicaf prisoners. Nctably, the cases included 6

specific cases of torture of children and numerous reports of
maltreatment of juveniles. The special Rapporteur also noted that he

had stj-11 not received replies to earlj-er cases brought to China's
attention in 1994, and had stifl not received a reply to his request to
visit China.

The UN Special Rapporteur for Extrajudj-cial, Summary or Arbitrary
Executions reportld on several of these caseg in 1996, but had received
no response from China regarding the cases of the Tibetans ' He also
noted that, despice repeaieci requests sj-nce 1992 to vi-sit China, he had

received no response to his reqllest t'E/CN '4/1991 /60) '

Extrajudicial And Arbitrary Executions

Most cases of summary or arbitrary execution in Tibei involve tolture
and maltreatment of tib.tun prisoners of conscience who died as result.
Some of these cases involve deaths while in custody ( thlee known cases
in 1996, all monks), though most involve the cieaths of prisoners shortly
after their refease from Prison.

since 1987, there have been at least 16 documented cases of Tibetan
prj-soners of conscience who have died j-n prison, or shortly after
ielease from prison, as a resul,t of torture and mistreatment. These
include six women and one nun, Sherab Ngawang, who was only 12 years o1d

when arresLed and only 15 when she died shrortly after her release from
detention in earIY 1995 .



The Re-education Through Labour System

Re-education through labour refers to a system of detention and forced
labour, administered through civil authorities and police, without the
involvement of the judicial system. The governing laws provide that
special. administrative comnittees, caJ-Ied Labour Re-education
AcL'nin istrative Committees (comprising members of the civil affairs,
public security and labour deployment departments) approve terms of
re-education through labour. In practice, however, re-education through
labour is administered most often by police aIone.

UntiI the passage of the Administrative Punishment Law (APL), effective
Cct:be: 1, 1,996, there was no right to a defense or to a pub.lic hearing.
The AFL now provides for a right to make a statement anci to defend
themselwes and the right to a public hearing, with certain exceptions.
It is as yet unclear to what extent these new procedural prote-;ions are
being implemented in practice, and there are alreaciy rer,orts that they
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are being ignored in some cases. There 1S still no r:ight to a lawyer.

The APL provides for a limited review of forms of administrative
deterrtion. The process can be lengthy and detainees may be forced to
remain in jail during review. Review by a couri only occurs at the
second level of review. Moreover, the courts have only limited
authority to overturn an order of re-education through labour. In most
cases the matter is simply returned to the original administering body
for recons iderat ion . Thus, although '-here is now some judic:al
invo.Ivement at the second l-evef of appeai, chere is stj.LL no judj-cial
inrzolvement prior to sentencing and, on appeal, only takes place if the
prisoner has the knowledge and assistance to lnitiate it'

Re-education through labour is supposed to be applied to certain
categories of persons whose offences are not seri,ous enough to warrant
criminal penalties. Those categories as restated in the 1982 Regulations
are vague and include, for example, It]hose ccunter-revolut ionary
elements and anti-party, anti-socialist e]ements whose acts a.re too
minor to be pursued for criminal responsibility. In practice,
re-education through labour is used often for the detention of political-
activists in China and Tibet.

Currently, re-education through labour may be imposed for terms of up to
three years, with a possible extension of an additional one year at the
end of the origlnal term. In addition, alleged offenders who have
completed their terms of re-education through labour may be forced to
remain employed at the place of detention for an indefinite period
afterwards (forced job placement) . In practice, forced job placement is
effectively an extension of the prisoner's sentence, again without
judicial involvement.

Re-education Through Labour VioLates InternationaL Law

The
'the-

system of re-education
International Covenant

through labour violates Articles 9 and 14 of
on Civil and Political Riohts (ICCPR) and

-1



nunrrri)us Pr'inciples of the Body of Principles for tHFEfrt+,tti o n of AIY'--
Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (Body of
Principles).

The vagueness of the laws describing the offences for which re-education
through labour may be imposed vests too much discretion of +-he police or
the official concerned to ciecide whom to detain and punish, making
detention for re-education through labour inherently arbitrary
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) , Article 9; ICCPR, Article
9, paragraph 1; also Bodv of Principles, Paragraph 2). Moreover,
permitting terms of re-education through labour for the peaceful
exercj-se :i : perscn's freedom cf speech, opinj,on and association
vrolates international law (UDHR, Articles 18-19; ICCPR, Articles 18-19)

Printed for of Information and International Relation <...

A : \Brief ingPapertoulilworkin gGL onArbitraryD

9

Chinese 1aw cloes not require that authorities notify the .tetained person
:f th.e charocs .;e'::i \':/he::r ^i t|.ei: ::31-.ts IIC:PR, Artj:Ies -o,

par:aeraph '2 ario 14, paragraph 3 (a) ; Body of Frinciples, ta!-agraphs L0,
11, 1-?). At -^ tlne is the person detained qiven the .pportuniti' to
appear before a judge, or E. s:e-.-l trlal- befire al impartiai --ribunal
(ICCPR, Articie 9, paragraphs 3 and 4, Article i4, paragraphs 1,3; Bociv

cf Prircrples, Paragraph 11). A1 t-here is rl impe:tj'al tr:ibunal and no
trial, i-here is effecitvely i;o presumpLj-cl of innccence (Art::ie i-4,
naragraph 2). Nor is there any right to have a l.awyer or other oerson
assii., the deLainee in c:ris:iing the cha:;': (ICCP!., l:'t:"cIe 14,
parag-rapn 3(d); and, Bcoy of Princ.pies, Paraoraphs 17 ar:.: 18).

According l-o Huma:i I--;hts ,'i:tch, Lh=-e are more tl-.:l 1'llC political
orisoners in l1bet. These pri-soners are cietaineci primariiv in
:e-education th:cugh labour rnd :efc::r. r-hro':!h 1al:c'::: ca:".F! i ll thc
s,.r-calleci "Tibet .lrrrLolloir.,..-s .r;Ei;li" !.:l:: ;I Cii:-i:ese-occupied Ti-bet and
1! nei qnoourr nq provinces, such as "Qinghai". Annroximately one-fourti'l
of these prisoners are held l:: Drapchi P::ison in Lhasa (which may
inc.Iuoe a reform through labour camp) . The re-educatj"on through labor:r
camp known as Trisam, in Toelung district near Lhasa, also apparently
holds a substantial number of political prisoners.

Condltions In Labour Camps

Sangyip is a complex of prisons outside Lhasa, the Tibetan capital ' It
formerly included a reform through labcur camp but consist of severaf
re-education through i.abour camps, as well as a forced job placement
centre (for prisoners forced to continue work after their sentences have
run) . The daily routine for prisoners in Sangylp j-s as follows, and
appears to be typica.l- of labour camps in Tibet. Prisoners are housed
15-20 to a cel-l block. The day begins at 5:30 am with 2 hours of
copying and memorising propaganda. A morning meal of two steamed buns
and bfack tea follows. Then prisoners are forced to work for at least
the next eight hours (somet j-mes longer) without a break at various jobs,
including bricklaying, stone-.Laying, we1dj"ng, construction, carpentry or
auto repair. Prisoners are glven an evening meal of two steamed buns,
soup or boll-ed cabbage or .rice grue1.

and is a Iso arbitrrrY.
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prisons and labour camps are frequent and wel I-documented. Tortu.re of
political prisoners is particularly common but may also take place as
punlshment for failure to meet a work quota. More obvicus forms of
torture include beatings, and forcing prisoners t'o work despite j-njuries
from torture, as reported by one Tibetan prisoner, Sonam Wangdu. Other
cruel and degrading treatment includes confinement ce11s, such as the
ones in Sangyip, which are 6-foot by 3-foot boxes with no light or heat

Printed for of Informati.on and International Relation <... 10

A : \Brief ingPapertollNltorkingcrouponArbi trarlDetention . txt

or protectlon from dampness .

Prj.soners may be left in one of these ceffs for many days, sometimes
without food. In addition, lack of nedical treatment for prisoners has
l-ead to permanently disabling j.njuries and even death.

The nature of the work prisoners are required to perform varies from
prison to prlson. Some camps operate large agricu.Itural fields; others
in eastern Ti"bet carry on logging operations. Others in Amdo province
empLoy prisoners in buliding roads or mini-ng or operate hicie, garment
and wool factories. Many of these labour camps are in fact significant
ccntributors to the provincial ecor.omies.

Labour Camn Conditions Raise Serious Issues Under International Law

The treatment of prisoners in the labour camps i-n Tibet violates
international law in many r.,spects. Every prisoner is entitl=:1 to be
treateci according to basic standards oi ue:ency and l.;;nan diglit-" - 3ee,
e.g, Basic Principles fc!. tha 'i reatment of Lriscners (Basic Prrnciples)
:nl 1-he l.llrirnum Ruie;. The cc: -rl1-icns reporr.ed ln labour: canps in
rioet, as w=ii .is the forced labour f unct.:.ons of those camps, however,
r:aise special iss'tes to which the Working Gror.rp should pay particufar
attention. This is not meant tc be an exhaustive treatment, but to
highlight some of the most serious concerns.

T o rture

Torture and inhumane treatment are outlawed by the Convention Against
Torture and other Crue1, Inhuman or Degradj-ng Treatment or Punishment,
which China has ::atified, Article 2 of this Convention provides that
there are no exceptionaf circumstances to justify torture. In
additj-on, the Body of Principles (paragraph 6) and the Minimum Rules
(parag.raph 31) also prohibit corporal punlshment, punishment by placing
in a dark ce1I, and al1 cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments.

Torture is nonetheless common in Tibetan labour camps, as it is in other
prisons and detention centres in Tibet. One example is Paiden Gyatso,
who spent 33 years in Tibetan labour camps and can exhibit torture
instruments used on him and other prisoners, such as thumb shackles,
self-tightening handcuffs and el-ectric cattl-e prods. Beatings,
withdrawal of food, forcing prisoners to clean human excrement with
their hands, p}acement in dark confinement ce11s and refusal to provide
medical care, are all reported by former nrisoners.
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